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REVULED BY THE C(<OS,5 

Int ro : This evening we observe the Last Supper of our Lord. It 
is intended, in the words of Paul, "To show the Lord's death until 
He comes." 

The life of Christ reveals so much to us: (1) What God 
is like; (1) How He feels toward children, widows and the elderly; 
(3) How God loves and how He forgives; (4) How He cares for the 
sick and the forgotten. 

The teachings of Christ reveals so much to us : (1) How to 
live; (2) How to love; (3) How to forgive; (4) How to treat other 
people. 

But the Death of Chr ist Reveal s so much to us as well. 
That is what I would like for us to meditate on during these 
moments of preparation to partake of the Lord's Supper. 

The Death o f Christ Reveals: 

I. The LOVE o f God 
this , that he lay down his 

4. 
5. 
6. 

inclusiveness 
g i ft of God's 

II. The NEED of Man 

., 
love) 

les s 
Son" 

,....,,,......,._ 53: 5 "He was wounded for our transgressions, He was 
bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement of our peace 
was upon Him, and by His tripes we are healed." 

-- "Al of our righteousnes is as fi l thy rags." 
-- "Chri st aied for us whi l e we were yet sinners." 

III. The COMMITMENT of Chris t 
- ~- · 2 : 8b "He became obedient unto death, even unto death 
on the cross." 

- - (As a 12 year old boy) 11 I must needs b=-==bout: my father's 
business." 

IV. The URGENCY of Response 
,J9o_ sr:-{,-' s e ye t he ord while e may be found, call upon Him while 

{I;d~ near." 
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For some time I have had a person provide me with a rose -4=/l 
boutonniere to pin on the lapel of my suit every Sunday. Because I 
always got a flower on Sunday morning, I really did not think much 
of it. It was a nice gesture that I appreciated , but it became 
routine. One Sunday, however, what I considered ordinary 
became very special. 

As I was leaving the Sunday service a young approached me. 
He walked right up to me and said , "Sir, what are you going to do 
with your flower?" At first I did not know what he was talking about, 
but then I understood . 

I said , "Do you mean this?" As I pointed to the rose pinned to my 
coat. 

-H 

He said , "Yes, sir. I would like it if you are just going to throw it 
away." At this point I smiled and gladly told him that he could have 
my flower, casually asking him what he was going to do with it. 
The little boy, who was probably less than 10 years old , looked up 
at me and said , "Sir, I'm going to give it to my granny. My mother 
and father got divorced last year. I was living with my mother, but 
when she married again, she wanted me to live with my father. I 
lived with him for a while, but he said I could not stay, so he sent 
me to live with my grandmother. She is so good to me. She cooks 
for me and takes care of me. She has been so good to me that I 
want to give that pretty flower to her for loving me." 

When the little boy finished I could hardly speak. My eyes filled 
with tears and I knew I had been touched in the depths of my soul. 
I reached up and unpinned my flower. With the flower in my hand, 
I looked at the boy and said , "Son , that is the nicest thing I have 
ever heard , but you can't have this flower because it's not enough . 
If you'll look in front of the pulpit, you'll see a big bouquet of 
flowers. Different families buy them for the church each week. 
Please take those flowers to your granny because she deserves 
the very best. " 

If I hadn't been touched enough already, he made one last 
statement and I will always cherish it. He said, "What a wonderful 
day! I asked for one flower but got a beautiful bouquet. " 
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When Leonardo de Vinci was forty

three years old. the Duke Ludovinco of 
Milan asked him to paint the dramatic 
:;cene of Jesus· last supper with his dis 
ciples. 

Working slowly and giving meticulous 
care to details. he spent three years on the 
assignment. lje grou ped the disc iples into 
threes. two groups on either side of the 
central figure of Christ. Christ's arms are 
outstreched. In his right hand. He holds a 
cup. painted beautifully with marvelous 
realism. 

Wbeo th e masterp iece was fi n ish~d. 
the artist said to a friend. "Observed it and 
give me your opinion of it! " 

"It's wonderfulJ" exclaimed the friend. 
"The cup is so real I cannot divert my 
eyes from it!" 

Immediately Leonardo took a brush 
and drew it across the sparkling cup! He 
exclaimed as he did so: 'Nothing shall 
ae rac from h ·gure oJ Christ!" 




