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LESSONS FROM 
THE LIVES 

OF THE 
APOSTL ES 

Our pas tor will deliver a sLmulating series of sermons rt:.nlere,d around the lives of the 12 apostles on the Sunday 
mornings listed below. This new series will bring to ligh t great lessons for today and many interesting insights 
given by Josephus, Eusebius·, Jerome, Irenaeus and other ancient historians. Incorporating these insights not 
found in the biblical accounts, will add to the fresh approach of these timely messages by Dr. McBride. The 
Southside Baptist Church extends an invitation for all to hear t hese messages. 
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Peter was crucified on an up-side-ldown cross. The 
keys· represent the keys to the kingdom of heaven. 

Tradition states that an attempt was made on J ohn 's 
life b)' givng him a p.oisor_ed .c.h::tlice. 

Feeling unworthy to be crucified on the same shaped 
cross as Jesus, Andrew begged that his be different. 

Thomas was commissioned to build a palace for the 
King of India. He was killed with' a spear. 

The fact that Matthew was a tax-gatherer 1s sug
gested by the three purses. 

Thirty pieces of silver recall the betrayal of Jesus 
by Judas. 

The shell is a symbol of his pilgrimage by 
t.he sea. 

Philip is thought to have stressed the Cross as a 
sign of victory. 

A fi sh lying on a Bible denotes that he was a fisher 
of men through preaching. 

Bartholomew's skin wa~ stripped off him alive by 
knives such as these. 

The saw is a remin<ler that Jame s· body was sawed 
in pieces. 

Thaddaeus ........................ ................ September 4 The ship is u sed as a symbol of Thaddaeus because 
he was thought to be a fisherman. 

(The twelve circles are adap tations o f the Shields of t he Apostles from the altar of the Upper Room Chapel, 
Nashville, Tennessee) 



I 

() 

(: 

LESSONS FROM 
THE LIVES 

OF THE 
APOSTLES 

Our pastor will deliver a sLmulating series of sermons centered around the lives of the 12 apostles ,on the Sunday 
mornings listed below. This new series will bring to light great lessons for today and many interesting insights 
given by Josephus, Eusebius, Jerome, Jrenaeus and other ancient historians. Incorporating these insights not 
found in the biblical accounts, will add to the fresh approach of these timely messages by Dr. McBride. The 
Southside Baptist Church extends an invitation for all to hear these messages. 

; .......... .. ···· .. "::····.··.:./ 

'- ~ 

Simon-Pete: ..... T.+~.~ .... ~ .................... May 29 

V ~ 3 John .............................................................. June S 

V tk-o 0 1 0 
Andrew ........................................................ June 12 

v 1, ) 
Thomas ................. ~ ............................ June 26 

· v ,WR-d 2 Matthew ................................... < ........ ............ July 3 

1w-:~·""·1 :/ . v-- --r~ <? Qi Judas Iscariot .............................................. July 10 

;;:::;:: v "'f ,v--v, J u 
James (Brother of J ohn ) ...... A .............. July 31 

Peter was crucified on an up-side-lclown cross. The 
keys· represent the keys to the kingdom of heaven. 

Tra1Clition states that an attempt was made on John's 
life by giv.ng- him a pois·oned chalice. 

Feeling unworthy ·to be crucified on the same shaped 
cross as Jesus, Andrew begged that his be different. 

Thomas was commissioned to build a palace for the 
King of India. He was killed with' a spear. 

The fact that Matthew was a tax-gatherer 1s sug
gested by the three purses. 

Thirty pieces of silver recall the betrayal of Jesus 
by Judas. 

The shell 1s a symbol of his pilgrimage by 
the sea. 

P hilip ........................................................ August 7 Philip is thought to have stressed the Cross as a 

Simon the Zealot .................................. August 1-1-

~ artholom ew .......................................... August 21 

--------
( / 

( James (Son of Alphaeus y. ................... August 28 

sign of victory. 

A fis·h lying on a Bible denotes that he was a fisher 
of men through preaching. 

Bartholomew's skin was stripped off him alive by 
knives such as these. 

The saw is a reminder that James' body was sawed 
in pieces. 

Thaddaeus ................................... ..... September 4 The ship is used as a symbol of Thaddaeus because 
he was thought to be a fisherman. 

(The twelve circles are adaptations of the Shields of the Apostles from the altar of the Upper Room Chapel, 
Nashville, Tennessee) 



" " JESUS SAID, f of low me 

Lessons From the Lives of the Apostles, number one 
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MEET THE TWELVE! 

Twelve men w-ho knew- Jesus ... 

w-ho left everything-to follow-Him. 

"What can w-e learn from them, 

their faults and their virtues ? 

W-e can learn to "kn.ow- the 

Master better as w-e learn about 

these men w-hom He gathered 
,1 .. 

aboutHim. 

Hear this series of sermons on 

THE TWELVE 
r 



DISCIPLESHIP DEFINED - "Follow Me" 

Jesus chose to define discipleship with two words, 
'Tallow me." A remarkable fact about "follow" as 
fotmd in John 1:43 is that it is used 77 times in the 
gospels of following Christ, and only once otherwise. 
Thus, both Jesus and the Gospel writers more frequently 
chose to define discipleship as "following" than any 
other way. Yet what does "follow me" mean? What is 
the meaning of discipleship? 

If you will study all the occasions when Christ / 
said "Follow me" you will discover that they divide 
themselves under three general headings--commitment, 
service and trust. 

Co1T1T1itment 

Several of Christ's usages of "follow me!! reveal 
that he is saying, "Discipleship is commitment." The 
experience of the man who wanted to wait until he had 
seen his father buried before becoming a disciple 
(Luke 9:59-60) teaches us that discipleship is a com
mitment which is to be promptly made. This man saw 
neither the urgency nor the primacy of commitment. 

The commitment which characterizes discipleship is 
irrevocable. Luke 9:61-62 relates that Christ expects 
both an unconditional surrender and an undistracted 
fidelity. Furthermore, discipleship is a revolutionary 
commitment, Matt. 9:9. From the day that Matthew 
responded to Christ's words, "Follow me," his life's 
pattern was altered and its purpose enhanced. 

Service 

Discipleship is service. In John 12:26 Christ said, 
"If any man SERVE me, let him 'follow me;' and where 
I am, there shall also my SERVANT be: if any man SERVE 
me, him will my Father honour." 



Our Lord would that the service of discipleship be 
voluntary for he says, (Mark 8:34) 11Whoso~ver will 
come after me, let him deny HIMSELF, and TAKE UP his 
cross, and follow me." As his disciples, we must 
voluntarily choose to lay aside all that would hinder 
meaningful discipleship ( "deny himself"), and we must 
choose to do the unexpected ( "take up his cross 11 ). A 
burden is unavoidable, but a cross is avoidable and 
no one expects you to shoulder it, yet you voluntarily 
bear it for Jesus' sake. 

As Christ called the rich young ruler, (Luke 18:22) 
he stressed that our service must be wholehearted 
since discipleship is a fµll time job, requiring an 
undivided loyalty. 

Discipleship is a special kind of service--it is 
redemptive service. 11And he saith unto them, Follow 
me, and I will make you fishers of men 11 (Matt. 4: 19). 
True, the gospel has strong social implications, but 
the basic service of the disciple is redemptive-
being "fishers of men." 

Trust 

Jesus has just told Peter how he would in time suffer 
as a disciple of Christ. Peter looks at John and asks 
Christ, nLord, what shall this man do?" To this Christ 
responds, 11If I will that he tarry till I come, what is 
that to thee? follow thou me. 11 Here Jesus spells out 
that real discipleship is built on the foundation of 
trust. 

This trust must be personal since each must exercise 
his own saving faith and since each is accountable to 
God for himself. As his sheep, our trust will lead us 
to follow him obediently (Jol).n 10 :27) and to wait 
patiently upon the fulfillment of his will. 
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'Cite Apostle PETER __, 
~lte dn!I wltP become n 'J(pcl<. 

LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF IMON PETER 
~ 

Jerold R. McBride Th.D. 



LESSONS FROM THE LI FE OF SIMO N PETER 

Lessons from the Lives of the Apostles, number two 

The Apostle John tells us that the twelve foun
dat ion stones of the wall of the Holy City had in
scribed on them the names of the twelve apostles. 
These apostles served as the bulwark of the early 
New Testament church. 

Because of their prominent position in the early 
church it is proper that we study them, not simply 
to learn more facts about them, but also to discover 
great lessons from their lives. 

Simon Peter's name always appears first in every 
list of the twelve which is found in any of the Gospels. 
His colorful and adventurous life holds for us several 
great lessons. 

Honesty About Oneself 

Papias, Bishop of Hierapolis in the second 
century states that Mark became the interpreter of 
Peter, writing down accurately everything which he 
remembered. In other words, Mark's gospel is the 
preaching material of Peter. If this is true, Peter 
kept back nothing concerning his own faults; he tells 
of his own mistakes, the rebukes he received from 
Christ, and his own denial of the Saviour. 

Honesty about oneself sees one's own faults 
rather than the faults of others because of the 
r ealization of the seriousness of and personal re
sponsibility for s in. Mark's gospel has much to say 
about the faults of Peter, but little to say about 
the faults of others. 

In the 21st chapter of John we discover that 
honesty about oneself ceases to make great claims. 



In this experience Peter makes no claims to having 
a divine "agape" love for Christ--rather he humbly 
admits that at the present his is only a strong 
human nphileo" love. 

Peter's honesty about himself reveals the lengths 
to which the forgiving love and recreating grace of 
Christ will go. 

Spiritual Awareness 

The impulsive nature of Simon Peter seemed to 
make him more apt to grasp spiritual truths which 
were missed by others. When Jesus fed the 5,000 
a movement began to mount to make him king. Christ 
refused and thus many left him. As the crowds were 
walking away, he turned to his disciples and asked 
if they also would desert him. To this Peter replied, 
"Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of 
eternal life." 

Spiritual awareness not only acknowledges what 
Christ has (eternal life), but also acknowledge_s __ 
who Christ is. Christ took the apostles to Caesarea 
Philippi for a period of intimate fellowship and 
rest. Here he asked: "Whom do men say that I, the 
Son of man, am?" After various answers had been 
offered he then asked, "But whom say ye that I am?" 
To this Simon Peter responded with keen spiritual 
insight, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God." 

Rejection of God's Will 

Matthew records (16:21-23) an incident in which 
Christ told his disciples that he must go to Jeru
salem and eventually face death by crucifixion. 
"Then Peter took him and began to rebuke him, sayin g , 
Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto 
thee. " Jesus turned to Peter and said, "Get thee 
behind me, Satan." Simon was unknowingly re7ecting 
God's will. 



We may be guilty of such rejection because of 
an ignorance of God's ways and thus, like Peter, become 
a help to the cause of Satan. 

Self-Confidence 

Self-confidence expresses itself in bold claims. 
Peter said, "Though all men shall be offended because 
of thee, yet will I never be offended ... Though I 
should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee!" 
(Matthew 26:33, 35). Bold claims lead one to feel 
stronger than others and blind one to his own frailties. 
Peter had an opporttmity to die with Christ, but he 
fotmd himself not to be what he thought he was. 

Self-confidence rtms ahead of Chirst. Peter 
took a sword and "smote the high priest's servant, and 
cut off his right ear" (John 18 :10). Others might 
stand by and see his Lord betrayed but Peter would 
take things into his own hands and prevent it! 

Utter failure is the ultimate . end of self
confidence. Peter had said that he would never deny 
Jesus, but Mark 14:71 records that "he began to curse 
and to swear, saying 'I know not this man of whom 
ye speak. 111 

The Joy of Serving Jesus 

When one goes all out for Christ he discovers 
the joy of serving. This ioy is increased by realizing 
the inclusiveness of the gospel (Acts 10:34-35). No 
one and no nation is excluded by the gospel. The 
7oy of s erving Jesus inspires fidelity unto the end 
in preaching God's Word and in bearing his cross. 

CES-65 1 
© C HUftCH C X Tll:MIIO l'f H l! V1 Clt . lH C, ~ ~ ~ :::·,·~ :~~.: -. 

rltefippsf~ 
rite c/14 

LESSONS FROl\ 

Jer 



Because of a failure to see either the value of a 
certain phase of Christian work or the need for all 
to work much good work for Christ is hindered. 

The Difference Christ Makes 

Our first impression of John is that he is a 
man of selfish ambition, violent temper and intol
erant heart. But there is something else to add to 
this picture. Christ, living in John, made a real 
difference. 

Christ makes a difference in self-esteem. John's 
name frequently appears in the first three Gospels, 
but not once does it appear in his own Gospel--he is 
simply called "the beloved disciple." By the time 
John wrote his Gospel, Christ had taken this "son of 
thunder" and transformed him into "an apostle of love. 11 

Faithfulness to the Trust of Christ 

John records (19:26) the occasion when Jesus 
entrusted his mother, Mary, to his keeping. Nicephorus 
states that John stayed in Jerusalem and cared for 
Mary like a son until her death. Are you faithful 
to the trust of Christ in caring for others? Though 
persecution and false doctrine may abolD'ld we must be 
faithful. 

John is an example of how Jesus can take a man 
as he is and use his natural gifts, powers, and 
temperament for greatness. Over a period of years, 
Christ took this man filled with selfish ambition, 
anger, intolerance and turned him into a disciple 
of love. What he did for John , he can do for you? 

'Cite .Apostle JOHN ,_, 
Wit om f esus Coved 

LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF JOHN 

Jerold R. McBride, Th.D. 



LESSONS FROM THE LIFE or J OHN 

Lessons from the Lives of the Apostles, number 3 

Within the life of the apostle John, we shall 
witness one of the mos t dramatic changes seen in any 
of the apostles' lives. The change is dramatic, not 
because it is instantaneous or sensational, but because 
of the vast difference it brought about in his life 
after many years in the Master's service. 

In the slow and somet imes painful process of 
developing into a mature apostle, John had certain 
noteworthy experiences from which great lessons can 
be drawn. 

Selfish Ambition 

Realizing the potentiality of the kingdom of God, 
John and James made a selfishly ambitious request of 
Christ (Mark 10:35-41). One desired to sit on the 
right and the other on the left hand of Christ--positions 
symbolizing great authority and importance. 

Selfish ambition arises from -a sense of personal 
s uperiority either because of what one has or of what 
one has attained. James and John were a little better 
off t han the other apostles and thus were subject to 
a feeling of superiority . 

The close family kinship of John to Jesus caused 
him to feel that he should be favored. His mother, 
Salome was the sister of Mary and thus he was a full 
cousin of Christ. Often because of who one is or 
because of whom one knows he looks for sepcial favors 
revealing his spirit of selfish ambition. 

One who is selfishly ambitious does not understand 
the meaning of "greatness II in God's kingdom. John 
thought t hat to be "great II meant to be prominent and 
conspicuous--to sit in some special seat of authority. 

Many 20th century Christians have great difficulty in 
reconciling "greatness" with some lowly place of service. 
But Jesus said, "he that will be great among you, shall · 
be your servant. 11 

Selfish ambition always creates dissension. The 
first recorded break in spirit among the apostles 
resulted from the selfish ambition of James and John. 
"When the ten heard it, they began to be much dis
pleas ed with James and John" (Mark 10:41). 

Christ and his men were on their way to Jeru
salem when hospitality was discourteously refused 
them by a small Samaritan village (Luke 9:51-56). 
Violent anger arose in John as he turned to Christ 
and said, "Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to 
come down from heaven and consume them?" 

Temper acts immediately and violently because 
one fa i ls to love others. To destroy is always 
easier than to win. One moment's fury can destroy 
another but an entire life's effort may be required 
to win him. 

Only when one forgets the purpose of Christ 1 s 
coming does the spirit of temper appear. Jesus 
reminded John, "The Son of man is not come to destroy 
men's lives, but to save them" (Lu~9 :56). 

Intolerance_ 

One one occasion John discovered a man who was 
casting out devils in the name of Jesus. Because 
this man did not belong to the apostolic group, John 
forbade him from continuing his work (Mark 9:38ff). 

Many, like John, have a narrow concept of the 
kinv,dom of God and thus adopt an exclusive attitude. 
This man was doing a good work--casting out devils 
in the name of Christ. Yet John ordered him to stop. 



brought others to Christ selflessly (John 1:40-42), 
optimistically (John 6:8-9), and universally (John 
12:20-22). 

You should bring others to Christ selflessly as 
Andrew brought his brother, Peter, to Christ. He 
knew his brother was a natural leader and would in 
time become a prominent figure. Yet Andrew was 
anxious to bring others to Christ even if in so do
ing he would lose his own prominence. 

Andrew never entertained the thought that any
one was useless to Christ. So he brought the little 
boy with the loaves and fishes to Jesus (John 6:8-9). 
His optimism is revealed by his belief that Christ 
could use the lad's five loaves and two fishes to 
feed the five thousand. Even as Christ changed the 
loaves and fishes so he can change the most unpromis
ing life into a beautiful instrument of usefulness. 

When Philip brought the Greeks to Andrew (John 
12:20-22) there was no question in Andrew's mind 
but that they should be brought to Jesus, He knew 
Christ well enough to know that there was no one 
whom he would refuse to see and that there was no 
time when he would be too busy to help. If you know 
Christ as Andrew knew him, you too will bring others 
to him universally. 

Suffering Reproach for Christ 

Beyond the twelfth chapter of John we learn from 
stories of tradition this additional lesson from the 
life or Arrlrew. He suffered reproach for Christ by 
going to' the Scythians who were avoided by others. 
and thus became the 11patron saint" of ancient Russia. 
Sometimes we must suffer reproach by going to those 
wh~ are hostile, Having won to Christ some of the 
household of Aegeas, gWe!"flor of Achaia in Greece, 
Aalhew was bound to aTei*!}Ss to die. Secular history 
records he died as he lived--submissive to God's c~ • 
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LESSONS FROM THE LlFE OF ANDREW 
JeI'.Old R, McBride, Th,D. 



LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF ANDREW 

Lessons from the Lives of the Apostles, number 4 

Even though there is little direct information 
concerning Andrew in the New Testament, the infor
mation which the Gospels do contain affords us a 
candid picture of the kirrl of man that Andrew is. 

He is neither an outspoken Simon Peter nor an 
ambitious John; rather he is a man with a tempera
ment all his own, even as his life has lessons all 
its own to teach us, 

The lessons from his life are all positive 
lessons which will enhance our development into 
happier Christians as we incorporate their truths 
into our lives, 

Putting Christ First 

Matthew's account of the call of Andrew places 
particular emphasis on Andrew's putting Christ 
first (Matthew 4:18-20). Andrew was busy fishing 
when Christ called him. Hearing our Lord's call, 
he forsook his nets, followed Christ and thus put 
him first. 

From this experience we learn that you should 
put Christ first even though you are busy. Andrew 
was not idle for the very moment Christ called him 
he was "casting" his net into the sea. Christ has 
an affinity for busy men, They make ideal disciples! 

Two ways of putting Christ first are illustrated 
by this experience. You put him first by following 
him ("follow thou me") and by forsaking your former 
life ( "and they straightway left their nets 11 ). Is 
Christ really first in your life? Have all of the 
unlovable "nets" of the past been forsaken? 

Taking Second Place 

One of the most difficult lessons for us to 
learn from Andrew is that of taking second place, 
We may not be in first place now but we do antici
pate that someday we shall be, To resign to the 
role of being in second place for the rest of our 
lives demands a bit more Christian grace than most 
of us can muster. 

How would you like to be known simply as 11the 
brother of" another person? Is it not human to 
want to be known because of who you are rather than 
because of to whom you are related? 

Andrew is introduced by Matthew (10:2), Luke 
(6:14), and John (6:8) simply as "Simon Peter•s 
brother." They are saying, "Perhaps you do not 
know who Andrew is, but surely you know Simon Peter; 
well, Andrew is Simon Peter's brother. 11 

You will learn to take second place when you 
learn the meaning of "greatness" in God• s kingdom, 
Unlike John, who expressed his desire to have first 
place by sitting on Christ's right hand, Andrew 
was willing to lose his life for Jesus' sake. 

Not long after Andrew brought Peter to Christ, 
Peter acquired an undisputed leadership among the 
apostles. Yet Andrew never became jealous. To 
Andrew so long as the work was done it was a matter 
of no importance who received credit for doing it. 
When you refuse to be jealous of others and honestly 
desire to see Christ•s cause (and not your cause) 
prosper you too will learn to take second pla·ce. 

Bringing Others to Christ 

Andrew makes three appearances in the Gospel of 
John and on each occasion he is bringing others to 
Christ. William Barclay points out that the apostle 



refused to believe--the news was too good to be true! 

Christ does not condemn honest doubts. He offered 
to Thomas the evidence he requested. Certainty came 
to Thomas, not through argument but through a personal 
experience with his Lord. As with Thomas so with us, 
certainty usually comes in the fellowship of other 
believers. 

When confronted with the risen Lord, Thomas cried 
out, " My Lord and my God! 11 His newly found certainty 
was too glorious not .to share. 

The Great Commission 

Beyond the fourth Gospel, the New Testament is 
silent concerning the life of Thomas. Secular history 
and religious legend contain a great deal about him. 
They witness that his life was a continuous response 
to the great commission. 

Tradition states that the apostles met in Jerusa
lem to divide the world between themsleves for evan
gelization. To Thomas fell the lot of India. Legend 
contends that he faithfully obeyed the commission of 
evangelizing the lost. 

Indian tradition asserts that Thomas established 
churches throughout India. Today there is a church in 
South India which calls itself "The Christians of Saint 
Thomas, 11 claiming that it can trace its origin to Thomas. 
The Portuguese explorer, Vasco de Gama, discovered 
this church in 1500 A.D. Most scholars conclude that 
Thomas of India was not the apostle but rather a 
Nestorian missionary. Nevertheless, this legend 
reveals the reputation which Thomas had among early 
Christians--faithful to the great Commission! 

?:lte Apostle THOMAS __, 
Willing to be eonvineed 

LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF THOMAS 
Jerold R. McBride , Th.D . 



LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF THOMAS 

Les s ons from the Lives of the Apostles, Number 5 

The common expression, "a doubting Thomas," hardly 
reveals t he real character of the apostle Thomas. 
That we should label a man and forever brand him be
cause he has made one mistake is r eall y unfortunate. 
Even if there be a bit of truth in this phrase, there 
i s something more noble t han doubt to be learned from 
t he l ife of Thomas. 

Only the name of Thomas is given in the synoptics. 
Not until we come to the Gospel of John do we discover 
Thomas as a distinct per sonality . As his life comes 
into focus there emerge certain great lessons to be 
mastered . 

Courage 

John relates, John 11:1-16, how that word came to 
Jesus and the apostles that Lazarus , a close friend of 
Chr ist's, was critically ill. Christ allowed two full 
days to pass before he made any response to the reques t 
t hat he come and heal his friend. 

At this point in Christ's ministry the religious 
leader s in Jerus alem were resolute that Christ must 
die. On two different occasions these leaders had 
a lmos t s ucceeded in having Chris t stoned. 

The s i t uat i on became even more critical when news 
arri ved that Lazarus had died. A trip to J erusalem at 
t his time was both dangerous and futile. When Christ 
r evealed his determination to go in face of these 
dangers, the apostles were on the verge of deserting 
him. This was a severe test of courage and only one 
of t he twelve passed it. Thomas alone had enough 
courage to s ay, "Let us also go, that we may die with 
him . " From this expression of courage three truths 
are learned . 

Courage develops a deep sense of loyalty. When 
Thomas made his statement he had no certainty that the 
other apostles would not forsake Christ. Thomas was 
say ing , "There might be death , but there must never be 
disloyalty!" 

Genuine courage is necessary for an aggressive 
Christianitv. God chooses to use men of courage s uch 
as Nathan, Elijah, John t he Baptist, Simon Peter, and 
Thomas. 

Thomas' declaration of his loyalty to Christ 
revived the dismayed spir its of. the other apostles. 
We cannot but wonder what might have happened to these 
other apostles if Thomas had not demonstrated such 
courage. Some weak soul may be looking to you for 
inspiration today . Will your courage impart it? 

Christian Certainty 

Doubt was not the final attitude of Thomas - -it 
was a means to his final attitude of Christian cer
tainty . Christ said (John 14), "And whither I go ye 
know, and the way ye know. " Thomas, bewildered at 
this replied, "Lord, we know not whither thou geest 
and how can we know the way ?" 

J esus said in effect, "Thomas you may not under
s tand all of life's perplexities, but you have me and 
I have you, and never forget that I am the way , the 
truth, and the life." As long as Thomas r emained 
c l ose to Christ certainty would be his . 

Christian certainty clears up hones t doubts. J ohn 
tells us (John 20 :24-28) of the encounte r of t he 
risen Lord with Thomas in the upper room. Thomas' 
absence from the fellowship of apostles one week earlier 
formed a cloud of doubt in his mind. The deat h of 
Chris t, the apparent end of his cause, and t he despon 
dency of Thomas drove him to seek solace i n seclus i on . 
Lat er, when told of Christ's resurrect i on, Thoma s 



really cares, They need to~ what a Christian is. 

Christ 1s ~ 2£ Outcasts 

Knowing what kind of despicable business in which 
Matthew was engaging, knowing the hardships which he 
must have brought on many n!:edy souls, knowing how 
others considered a tax collector an outcast, Jesus 
still said, ''Follow me" (vs, 27)~ 

What is Christ saying? He is saying, ''Matthew, I 
need you--an outcast, but I need you, 11 No class of 
men in the ancient world was more hated than tax col
lectors, And of all nations the Jews were the most 
zealous haters of tax collectors, They batred such 
men from worship and from serving either as a witness 
or a judge. They were definitely second class citi
zens--outcasts? 

·.fuy does Christ need outcasts? Because their 
changed lives are an irrefutable testimony of his 
power. There was never more unpromising material for 
discipleship than Matthew, yet in the hands of Christ 
Matthew became the first to write down the teachings 
and :il'e of Christ in Hebrew. Scores of genuine ·re
vivals have resulted from the conversion 'of one ~ingle 
11011-tcaet,u 

:ls strange as it may seem, a saved "outcast" of
ten becomes a powerful instrument in God•s hand. We 
canno; ignore the influentia1 lives of the wild man of 
Gadara, the Samaritan woman, Zecchaeus, or Augustine. 

!n order to fulfil his purpose for -comi~ 't,i) this 
world, Christ needs outcasts, Their salvatio'll rests 
as the- very center of his divine plan. He said, "I 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repent
ance, 1 (vs, 32). What are you doing to help your 
Saviour realize the basic purpose for his coming? Are 
you sharing him with others? Have you met him your
self? Today, is he your personal Saviour? If not, 
come to him, for this is -why he came to ,:,-,arth. ce ..... 
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LESSONS FROM THE Lil'E OF MATTHEW 

Lessons from the lives of the Apostles, Number 6 

Among the names in the list of the apostles, the 
name of Matthew is one of the more familiar. He is the 
author of the longest of the four gospels and yet we 
know very little about him personally. Nevertheless, 
from the life of this man, whom many despised, blossoms 
forth three great lessons. 

~~2.!~ 
To follow Christ in the day in which Matthew re

ceived his call was not a simple matter. Discipleship 
was not simply to believe on him, but it meant, liter
ally, to leave one's ordinary place and to go with him. 

Matthew was one of those strange men who valued 
heavenly treasures more than earthly treasures for he 
"left ell, rose up, and followed him. 11 A tax collector 
had every opportunity to "lay up earthly treasures. 11 He 
could stop a man anywhere and tax his goods. Often he 
would assess an impossible tax and then offer to lend 
the 3um at an impossible rate of interest, 

What an example Matthew set for us today! Such a 
sense of values would make tithers uf all of us. We no 
longer would give to God as though he were some divine 
"slot machine" from which we expect something in return. 
Rather we would tithe because~ proper sense of values 
directs us to tithe, 

When Matthew "left all II he was leaving the finan
cial security that a tax collector's position afforded. 
His new found sense of values caused him to choose 
spiritual security rather than financial security. This 
choice also involved the preference of an eternal 
friend over his fair-weather !riends. Because all 

sought to cultivate the friendship of the one-·who as
sessed their taxes, Matthew would never want f or 
friends so long as he remained a tax collector. 

Do you face this choice today? When James said, 
"friendship of the world is enmity with God" he was 
simply saying that there are some people's friendship 
which will cost you the friendship of God, Do you 
value a place in God1s kingdom more than a position in 
the world? Matthew did, and so should you. 

Sharing~~~ 

As soon as Matthew became a disciple of Christ his 
heart•s desire was to share Christ witn others. Thus, 
he planned a large banquet in his own home- and invited 
his fellow associates--''publicans and sinners, ~,- ··to 
meet the one who meant so much to him, Jesus. 

Does Christ mean as much to you as he did to 
Matthew? Then why has an entire week passed by in 
which you shared not Christ with a single person? 

Notice that we should share our Saviour with those 
in need of him. Whom did Matthew invite to meet Jesus? 
"Publicans and sinners"--men who really needed a 
Saviour. Whom should you invite to Christ? Anyone-
everyone, for "all have sinned." 

No matter what others may say about a man, Jesus 
includes that man in the wide circle of his love. The 
scribes and Pharisees had some pretty hard things to 
say about these men with whom Christ was eating. Jesus 
said, "This is the very purpose for which I came into 
the world--to help men just like these, " This we must 
never forget, 

Like Matthew, you too can use your home and your 
social contacts as a means of sharing Christ with 
others, The lost are anxious to know that someone 



the guise of a love for the Lord. Matthew records 
that in his act of betrayal Judas "kissed" Jesus. You 
cannot judge the sincerity of a man's religion by the 
external display of it. 

Greed is difficult to detect. Surely, none of 
the other apos tles suspected Judas or else they would 
have prevented him from carrying out his scheme. Al
though others may not detect greed, b~ assured that 
Jesus sees right through--even as he saw through 
Judas! 

The reason Judas was jealous of the o ther men 
could well be that he was the only non-Galilean in the 
group. "Iscariot" i s a compound of two Hebrew words 
meaning "son of Kerioth"--a city in Judea. 

Although hidden fo r a time, greed eventually 
issues forth in overt ac tions, for Judas "bare"--that 
is "pilfered" what was placed in the treasury, Judas' 
greed drove him to betray Christ, lose his high posi
tion as an apos tle and destroy himself, for greed is 
always self-destructive . 

Success 

No one likes to fail and Judas was no exception . 
The Jewish authorities needed some means of getting 
Jesus into their hands without a riot, Judas reasoned 
that he would become a success after all by arranging 
a situation in which Christ might be quietly taken away. 

Judas, like many today, did not realize that suc
cess does not come by being on the winning side, or by 
being wi ch the majority, or by meeting with the ap
proval of the influential, or by holding places of 
special honor. 

For the Christian success comes through faithful
ness to Christ. Paul said, "I h~e KEPT THE FAITH: 
henceforth, there is laid up for 'me- a crown of right 
eousness." 

'Cite ,Apostle JUDAS ISCARIOT 
~ C:rnitor 
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LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF JUDAS ISCARIOT 

Lessons from the lives of the Apostles, number 7 

From the depths of hell Judas lifts his voice to
day to teach us s ome great lessons. This man stands 
as the supreme enigma of the New Testament because of 
our difficulty in understanding how anyone , who was so 
close to our Saviour, could ever come to betray him 
into hostile hands, 

The life of Judas Iscariot stands as a sober 
warning to each of us for we realize that buried deep 
within the s oul of every mortal man is something of 
the nature of a Judas. We shall come to guard more 
diligencly against this depraved nature as we learn 
these pointed lessons from the life of this apostle. 

Accept ing Christ As He Is 

Following Christ's f eed i ng of the 5 , 000 there was 
a massive movement to make him king, At this point 
Christ made clear that his aims were quite different. 
From this time on many supporters drifted away and 
Judas was disappointed in his Lord--Jesus was not what 
Judas had hoped he would be , The tragedy of Judas was 
that he refused to accept Christ as he was and sought 
to make him into what he wanted him to be, 

But you ask, "What kind of Christ is he?" He i s 
one who promises no earthly gain. The triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem might have been the hour when Jesus 
raised the standard of revolt and marched as warrior 
king into the holy city. Instead it proved to be the 
moment when he began the last mile to the cross , Judas 
saw his dream of earthly gain and prestige being 
nailed to a Roman cross. For Christ to promise earth
ly gain would be for him to pervert his kingdom and to 
offer a reward too transient , 

If you would accept Christ, we must accept him as 
one who demands complete loyalty. Luke records that 
Jesus s aid (Luke 9 : 62) "No man having put his hand to 
the plow and looking back i s fit for the kingdom of 
God," Judas lacked this sense of comp l e te loyalty and 
when difficulty threatened he refused to accept Christ 
as one who demanded such loyalty , 

Christ evaluated the spiritual more than the 
material and thus mus t be accepted as such. He assert
ed that his kingdom was not of thi s world (John 18:36). 
Judas was one who s old his soul to the devil because 
the material was of greater value t o him than the 
spiritual. 

Perhaps the one factor which was most difficult 
for Judas to accept about Christ was that he was one 
who offered not earthly gain , not personal prestige, 
but rather a cross! Doubtlessly Judas was there the 
day when Jesus said, "If any man wil l come after me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow me, 11 All o }. this talk about "sacrifice" and 
"denial" and "cross bearing" was repulsive to Judas . 
He jus t could not accept Chris t as he really was . 

Greed 

Mary of Bethany anointed Jesus with expensive 
ointment (John 12:1-8). The reaction of Judas to this 
deed of love was that it was a shocking waste and that 
the ointment could have been sold for $60 and given to 
the needy. As you study this experience closely, you 
will discover that greed of ten opera tes under a fa lse 
pretense, 

Others might have been deeply i mpressed with the 
"soc ial concern" of Judas, but John writes, "This he 
said, not that he cared fo r the poor ; but because he 
was a thief, and had the bag, and bare ("lifted") what 
was put therein," Other times greed may operate under 



This non-Biblical bit of tradition tells us that 
a man is never great in God 1s sight until he forgives 
as God forgives. 

Even as Andrew lived in the shadow of Peter, · so 
James lived in the shadow of John. This was no easY. 
situation, being the undistinguished relation of a 
famous brother. But James was a great Christian and 
thus refused to be jealous, \vhen you, like James, 
cease seeking personal glory and loose yourself in 
service to God and to others, you too will discover 
that Christian greatness leaves no room for jealousy. 

Christian greatness includes an extraordinary 
faith. When James and John came to Jesus with their. 
request for places of special honor in his kingdom, 
they were examples of divine optimism and victorious 
faith. At that time nothing seemed less likely than 
that Jesus would ever sit on any throne, He was a 
wandering Galilean preacher following a course which 
would lead to certain death, Yet James never doubted 
that Jesus was a king and one day would sit upon his 
own throne! 

~~2!~ 

When James and John asked to sit on the right and 
left hand of Jesus he answered, "Ye know not what ye 
ask. Are ye able to drink the cup that I drink?" Both 
brothers said they could and indeed both did drink of 
the cup of Christ--but what is this cup 11 

This cup may be a long life of fidelity to Christ 
as was the case with the aged John. Sometimes his 
life was lonely and weary but always it was faithful 
and full of joys and rich experiences. The cup may be 
a heroic personal sacrifice. James• life was short 
and came to a sudden end through martyrdom. But both 
John and James drank .of their Lord 1s cup--will you? 

'Cite .Apostle JAM ES tlte major 
~ S011 of ?:lt1111dcr 
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LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF JAMES 

Lessons from the lives of ~he Apostles, Number 8 

The most t antalizingly vague figure among the 
twelve is the apostle James, the brother of John. 
Surely he held a place of leadership among the apos
tles for he was the first of t hem to gain the martyr's 
crown. His name is among the first three in every 
list of the apostles. In the lists of Mark and Acts 
the name of James comes second only to that of Peter. 

It seems strange that, although James occupied so 
prominent a place among the apostles, we know so lit
tle about him. Yet, contained within the little we do 
know are some rich lessons for us today. 

The one appearance of James by himself is his 
martyrdom which was brought about by his courage in 
preaching the gospel, Even as another courageous 
preacher was beheaded, John the Baptist, so was he. 

In a time when countless souls crouch in the cor
ners of Christian cowardice, we need t o learn well 
this noble lesson on coll!'age, The reason Herod be
headed James was that this apostle was so persistent 
in witnessing. As a leader of the Jerusalem church, 
he kept on witnessing both personally and publicly. 

One of the most difficult things for any Christ
ian to do is to witness for this takes real courage. 
We may not fear that we shall be beheaded, but we have 
our fears nevertheless! 

James I death implanted not cowardice, but courage 
in the hearts of the other apostles, for courage al
ways inspires others. Some soul is looking to you for 
one word, one deed, one stand of courage which will, in 

turn, impart to them the courage they need, Verse 3 
of our text (Acts 12:1-3) reveals how Peter faced im
prisonment with a courage inspired by James 1 example, 

James, like John and Peter, had been called before 
the Sanhedrian and civil powers time after t i me and 
threatened--but still he preached! His courage gave no 
heed to the threats of the world, If you really take 
your Christian life seriously, the world will intimi
date you, scoff at you, and in subtle ways "threaten" 
you, It may say, 11You1ll never be accepted if you 
don't forget some of your outdated ideals." 

Why is there not more said about the death of 
James? Only one verse records it. Many more verses 
record the deaths of Judas, Ahab, Absolam and Saul. 
Why only one verse for the death of James? Because his 
death was not dramatic for he faced it unafraid, Be
cause of confidence in Christ and an honest attenpt to 
do his will you too can courageously face death un
afraid. 

Christian Greatness 

Earlier in his life James was rebuked by Christ 
when he was told that he did not know the meaning of 
greatness. Then Christ explained, "But whosoever will 
be great among you, shall be your minister; and who
soever of you will be the chiefestt shall be servant of 
all." James learned the meaning of greatness and in
corporated it in his life. 

A willingness to forgive is always a characteris
tic of Christian greatness. Eusebius relates the for
giving spirit of James. He writes, 11The one who led 
James to the judgment seat was moved and confessed that 
he also was a Christian, They were both therefore led 
away together and on the way he begged James to forgive 
him, And he, aft er considering for a little said, 
"Peace be with thee" and kissed him. 11And thus they 
were both beheaded at the same time. 11 



Acknowledging~~ Weaknesses 

John 12:20-22 records how certain Greeks requested 
Philip to take them to Jesus, Philip disliked the re
sponsibility of having to determine whether or not he 
should take these foreigners to Christ. Two alterna
tives rested before him, He could let the matter slide 
or refer it to someone whom he knew to have a stronger 
and more decisive character than his own. He chose the 
latter and thus acknowledged his own weakness. 

Perhaps no one else knew of Philip's weakness, 
Nevertheless, because of his concern for the welfare of 
the Greeks, he acknowledged it and sought help. Often, 
if we are too proud to acknowledge our weaknesses, we 
hinder the work of Christ by blundering when another 
might have helped us if only we had admitted our neeii 
for help, 

God 1s Final Revelation __ ...,.. ___ _ 
On· one occasion Philip said, "Lord, show us the 

Father, and it sufficeth us, 11 (John 14:7-9), He was 
one .for whom faith was difficult, But he did not hide 
his question from the Lord, He received perhaps the 
most glorious answer Christ ever gave a man--"He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father. i, 

God 1s final revelation is Jesus Christ. Philip 
learned that evening that if you want to see what God 
is. like you must look to Jesus. Is it God's love, his 
attitude toward sin, his mercy, his justice you would 
see? Then look to Jesus and in him you shall see it 
au. 

Philip discovered what \villiam Temple, centuries 
later, expressed when he said that Jesus is the unique 
and final manifestation of God, Indeed Jesus is "the 
way, the truth, and .the life, and no man cometh unto 
the Father but by him." Will you come to the Father 
today? 
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LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF PHILIP 

Lessons from the lives of the Apostles, Number 9 

Ph:i.l:l.p is one of the ai:,ostles who has been rescued 
from ob)~_;,-.io:1 by ,fohn's e0q:-.;-l.. J nim r -·,ru·ts that 
Philip ,ras '!.~el firs t man to \vhom J ds-us audressed the 
words, "l!'ollow me , 11 

Even if Philip never emerged from the background, 
and even if he remained a man about whom we know very 
little, he would have the imperishable distinction of 
being the first man to hear the master say, 1'Follow 
me! 11 

But P!1ilip does not remain in the background for 
he makes four appearances in the fourth gospel, Each 
of these appearances holds a great lesson for us. 

Personal Evangelism 

After Philip responded to the call from Jesus, his 
first act was to find his close friend, Nathanael, and 
to tell him of Jesus, Personal evangelism grows out of 
a missionary spirit, The moment Philip found Jesus he 
could not help· but share him with Nathanael, 

That "missions begin at home II is dramatized by 
this apostle's €A)o""icnce with his friend. Not until 
he had won tlat.h&lii:el, a;:id doubtlessly others at home, 
did Philip hear and r espond to the great commission of 
Christ to go into all the world, This inner desire to 
tell oth9rs of Jesus rests within each of us--ours is 
simply the task of following our heart's urging. 

Personal evarnzelism seeks out the lost (John 1:43-
46) for w 0 re?.d -,:.h;t 3:'h:il.-l..p 11findeth 11 Nathanael, This 
word, un.!:dat.:i1 11 in vers'3 45 is the same Greek word 
translated "seek out" in verse 43. We must take the 

initiative in leading others to Christ. They may be 
morally good, as was Nathanael (John 1:47) but they 
still need a Saviour. 

As we become witnesses of Christ , we must answer 
the questions of the skeptics, not with argument, but 
with irrefutable personal evidence. Nathanael was 
bitter toward Nazareth and thus suspicious of anyone 
who came from there. He asked, "Can there any good 
thing come out of Nazareth?" (John 1:46). Philip made 
the correct approach to the skeptic--he refused to 
argue and invited his friend to meet Christ personally, 
Our world needs, not more evidence, but a personal ex
perience with Jesus Christ. And our invitation still 
remains, "Come and see. 11 

~ Possibility _2! :!:h!:. Impossible 

After having taught the 5,000 .Jesus became aware 
of their need for food, He asked Philip, "Whence shall 
we buy bread that these may eat?" (John 6:5-7). One 
denarius, a working man's pay for a day, would buy-12 
loaves of bread, Philip thus says, "Two hundred days, 
pay would not buY enough bread for each to have a bite, 11 

The possibility of the impossible is never grasp
ed by a pessimistic soul, This experience reveals 
Philip to be a man with a generous heart but a pessi
mistic head. He is one who wants very much t o do some
thing for others, but who cannot see how it possibly 
can be done. 

The impossible is realized through Christ. Philip 
had to learn that little is much when placed in the 
hands of Jesus. Are you overwhelmed with the many 11im
possibilities11 which surround you? Then learn well 
this lesson from Philip, You may not have much, but no 
matter how little your talent or gift, when placed in 
the Master's hands it then becomes much! 



God's people, Look at the men united in prayer at 
this meeting, James and John had been on the outs with 
the other men because of their selfish ambition, Thomas 
had belligerently refused to believe the Qther apostles 
Peter cast a reflection on the others when he said, 
"though all others forsake thee, I will not, 11 But now 
they areai'l""iinrtedl Only the power of prayer accounts 
for this, A praying church is a united church, 

The power of prayer brings spiritual revival, for 
~the greatest single revival recorded in the New Test
ament·; (Acts 2) was a result of prayer, Prayer also 
results in the spreading of God 1s Word, (Acts 2:14a) 
1'But Peter, standing up with· the eleven, lifted up his 
voice and said • • , 11 - · 

The~,2!~ 

·That love· has the power to destroy hatred is cer
tainly revealed in the life of this apostle! The ex
istence of the twelve apostles as a group confronts us 
with a situation-which is nothing short of a miracle 
in personal relationships, In this group was Matthew, 
the Jew turned traitor to Israel collecting taxes for 
that foreign power, end Simon who would have assassin
ated any Jew who would accept such a position with the 
Romans, Had Simon met Matthew under any other circum
stances than within the circle of Christ1s love he 
would have murdered him, 

Simon came to see that the dagger must abdicate 
for the cross, The power of love had conquered his 
soul and made of his life a portrait of love's power 
to conquer the most difficult man, 

Perhaps the most dramatic power of love is seen 
· in-its ability to transform lives, Simon, who on~e 
would have murdered people who differed with him w:as 
transformed by the power of Christ•s love into an 
apostle who would lay down his life for his enemies, 

~l,e Apostle SI MON tke Zealot 
1ro111 fnnntic to Disciple 
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LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF SIMON THE ZEALOT 

Lessona from the lives of the Apostles, Number 10 

We know so little about Simon the Zealot that even 
his name creates a problem, His is one of the more ob
scure lives of the apostles, Yet obscurity does not 
mean barrenness, for the few facts which we do know 
about him bear several very worthy lessons for each of 
us. 

The Power Of Hate ----
Matthew introduces Simon as, "Simon the Canaanite" 

(Matthew 10:4) and (Luke 6:15) speaks of him as, "Simon 
called Zelotes, 11 Literally 11Canaanite 11 should be 
11Cananean II which is derived from the Hebrew verb "kana" 
meaning "to be jealous," This was often used of those 
enthusiasts who were jealous for the Law--fanatical in 
their convictions! 

11Zelotes II is precisely the same word in Greek as 
"Cananean II is in Hebrew, for it too means "to be 
jealous," Matthew and Mark employ the Hebrew form and 
Luke, both in his Gospel and the Acts, uses the Greek 
form in reference to Simon, 

This provides us with a key to Simon--he was a 
Zealot! This was a reactionary fanatical national 
party which arose from the death of Judas the Galilean 
who was killed in a revolt during the reign of Cyrenius. 
The Zealots' entire system of thought was built on hate 
f or the Romana and any Jews who were in sympathy with 
them. 

Hate would destroy those who dare to differ, The 
Zealots became the sicarii--the assassins who were 
sworn to murder Romans and Jews who served them, Their 
name was derived from the sica, a small curved sword 
which they concealed beneatfi"'their robes and which they 
plunged into the bodies of their enemies et every 

opportunity. 

Is there a streak of the Zealot in you? Can you 
bear to have someone differ with you--and win without 
at least wanting to destroy him or to hurt him? From 
this spirit ~hrist saved Simon and he can save you, 

A strange truth about hate is that it has the 
power to destroy even those whom one loves, When Jeru
salem fall in 70 A,D, some strongholds of the Zealots 
would not surrender, the last of which was Masada, When 
all hope was gone, Eleazer lead the Zealots to slaughter 
their own wives and children, and then commit suicide, 
Nine hundred and sixty perished to avoid capture by the 
Romans because of their hate for them. How many homes 
are being destroyed by hate? How many families are a 
11hell on earth" because of the hateful attitude of a 
husband or wife? How many little children develop 
twisted personalities because of a malicious spirit of 
a parent? 

The ultimate end of hate is self-destruction, You_ 
are hurting no one quite so much by your hate as you 
are hurting yourself, Hate will destroy your person-
ality, your emotional balance, your prayer life; your-
influence, your reputation and your friendships, Eleazer 
illustrates the self-destructiveness of hate most drama
tically, 

~~~ Prayer 

Luke records in Acts 1:13-14 that Simon Zelotes 
was present at that great prayer meeting which resulted 
in the revival on Pentecost, After having served Christ 
for three years, Simon learned of a greater power than 
the power of hate--he learned of the power of prayerl 
As is true in your life, when the power of prayer enter-· 
ed,, the power of hate was broken, From Simon's praye-r 
e:xperience recorded in Acts 1 and 2, we learn three 
truths about prayer--truths which still stand today, 

First we learn that prayer has the power to unite 



willing to be convinced .and he .embraced the truth. 

~ ~ 2£ ~ Prayer 

When Nathanael .asked. Christ when he had ever known 
him, Jesus replied, "Before that Philip called thee, 
when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee" (John 
1:48). For many- people in Palestine, the fig tree was 
a private place of meditation. The implication of 
Christ I s words is that Nathanael spent many hours in 
prayer. 

Real prayer enlightens study. To his study of the 
Scriptures, Nathanael added real prayer. When the fu.ei 
of study is ignited by the fire of real prayer, then in
deed great discoveries are made, Meaningful prayer de
velopes humility, Nathanael was willing to admit his 
possible misjudgment of Christ because he was a man of 
real prayer, He had doubtlessly prayed for years that 
he might see the Messiah and in time the answer came. 
"The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man avail-
eth much 11--both then and now, : 

Wholehearted Faith 
After his personal encounter with Christ, Nathanael 

expressed wholehearted faith by saying, ''Rabbi, thou 
art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel! 11 tfuen 
he surrendered, he surrendered completely! There was 
no place too high for Jesus when Nathanael discovered 
that He was the Messiah, Such faith is glad to witness 
for Christ, determined to live for Christ, and richly 
rewarded by Christ. 

Christian Stabil~ 
The closing chapter of John1s ospel relates that 

Nathanael was still true to Christ even after the shame 
of the cross. Christian stability is unshaken by cata
strophic changes, resolute in the face of persecution 
and inconspicuous. Not much is said about Nathanael and 
even less is said by Nathanael, but he was one who was 
1i-always there. 11 May God grant that our lives will 
demonstrate this grace of quiet stability! 
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LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF NATHANAEL 

Lessons from the lives of the Apostles, Number 11 

Who is this man, "Bartholomew?" Apart from his 
name, the New Testament tells us nothing whatsoever 
about him. Upon a close study of the Gospel account of 
Bartholomew and Nathanael we may justly conclude that 
the two names belong to the same man. 

He is not the only apostle who has more than one 
name. There is Peter, also called Simon as well as 
Cephas. There is Matthew, also called Levi, Thaddaeus 
is referred to as both Judas arxi Lebbaeus, And there i 
is Thomas who is also called Didymus. 

Four sound reasons for concluding that Nathanael 
and Bartholomew are two names for one person are: 

First, "Bartholomew" is not itself a first name, 
It is the compound of two words-- "bar" meaning 11son," 
and 11tholomew11 which is a form of the name 11Tolmai. 11 

Thus together they mean "Son of Tolmai." Second, 
Matthew, Mark,and Luke never mention Nathanael and John 
never mentions Bartholomew. Third, in Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and Acts the names of PhUip an:i Bartholomew 
always occur together. In John we learn that it was 
Philip who brought Nathanael to Jesus. Fourth, Nathanael 
is present with the apostles in John 21:1-14. 

Assuming that this conclusion is valid, let us 
consider the lessons to be learned from this apostle's 
life. 

Ib.2 ~ 2$_ !i,eading ~ ~ 

''Phillip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We 
have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the pro
phets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph" 
(John 1:45). The i..q>lication of Philip's announce
ment to Nathanael is that the two had spent many hours 

studying the Scripture, seeking to discover what the 
!-lessiah would be like and when he would come. 

One great value of reading God's Word is that it 
prepares us for God1s blessings. How maey blessings 
pass us simply because we were not spiritually prepared 
to receive them? Nathanael's seeking after the truth of 
God 1s Word enabled him to receive Jesus as God's Son 
when he met him. 

"Methods are maey, principles are few, methods often 
change, principles never do. 11 And it is the Word of God 
that imparts principles by which to live and inspiration 
for nobler service. 

Genuine Sincerity 

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him he said, 
"Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!" 
(John 1:47). What was Christ saying? He was saying, 
"Here is a man of genuine sincerity--a man absolutely 
free from pretense an:i hypocrisy." Yet what does 
genuine sincerity involve? 

Genuine sincerity enables a person to differ·and 
still remain friendly. Philip was convinced that Jesus 
was the Messiah. Nathanael openly differed, but the 
two still remained friends. Have you this capacity? 
Or are you one who considers those who dare to differ 
with you as your archenemies? Or perhaps you are one 
who can be rude and inconsiderate in your presentation 
of your point of view, yet you are "offended" and pout 
like a little child when another dares to be a bit 
pointed in his reply. 

Evidence that Nathanael was a man of genuine sin
cerity was his willingness to be convinced. That man 
who can never be convinced lacks both sincerity and 
humility. Thomas A.Kempis wrote, "If God were the sole 
object of our desires we should not so easily be dis
turbed when our opinions are contradicted, 11 When 
Nathanael met Jesus and studied the evidence, he was 



<;}f no little value of a Christia.n home is the mem
ory which it etches in the mind of the children--a 
memory which prods us on. Young John Mark became dis
couraged on his first missionary journey and quit. Per
haps the memory of his Christian home compelled him to 
become faithful again. We can not escape the influence 
of our homes. Although we shall never become all that 
our parents believed that we would be, we shall soar to 
heights otherwise unattainable had it not been for the 
Christian teachings and noble ideals of our parents! 

~ ~ 2£ Christian Reconciliation 

James• name always appears with Simon the Zealot, 
Thaddaeus and Judas who were all Zealots. Thus it is 
extremely probable that Jamestlso was a Zealot. 
Matthew, his brother was a tax collector for the Roman 
government. Here were two brothers l-lho drifted further 
and further from each other. 

Matthew entered the service of Herod Antipas and 
James had joined the Zealots who had a naming patrio
tism am an embittered hatred for Rome and all who work
ed for her. James regarded Matthew as a renegade traitor, 
and Matthew regarded James as a wild fanatic. THEN 
JESUS CAME and here we see a great reconciliation! 

Christian reconciliation brings peace between man 
and God. Before Matthew and James were reconciled with 
each other they were first reconciled with God. You 
begin at the wrong point if you are seeking reconcili
ation with husband or wife, friend, or relative if you 
begin not at the point of reconciliation with God. · · 

Man and Man experience reconciliation whenever the 
spirit of Christ prevails. When MBtthew and James the 
less got right with God they got right with one another. 
Divine reconciliation is dependent upon human reconcili
ation. Jesus said, ''First be reconciled to thy brother, 
ahd ' then .come and offer thy gift 11 (MBtt. 5121.a). Christian 
reconciliation lasts. Not one dispute and not one indi
cation of ill-will is recorded between Jamee and Matthew, 
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~tiUi'ti J.<'!i.OM THE LIFE--OF JAME:S, THE · SON OF ALPHAEUS 

Lessons from the lives of the Apostles, Number 12 

Testimony is born by the apostle James the son of 
Alphaeus that no life, regardless of how inconspicuous, 
can pass across the stage of human history without 
leaving behind certain great lessons for posterity. 

Even though James had the distinction of being the 
one apostle about whom we know least, there yet arise 
three worthy lessons from his life. 

~ ~ .2! ~ !2 ~ ~ 
Mark (15:40) introduces James as "James the less" 

or "James the younger. 11 By the side of the older and 
more mature apostles there was James the younger, faith 
ful in witnessing, in healing, and in enduring hard
ships. In Christ's call to "James the younger" he 
thereby indicated his belief that youth is of great 
value to his cause, 

Youth is more responsive to God's Word, Never do 
we read where James the younger refused to do Christ's 
bidding, Such can not be said of Simon Peter and other: 
of the "older and more mature" apostles, Like young 
Samuel, James must have responded to the words of his 
Saviour. What a shame it is .that simply because we 
grow older we feel that we must never be demonstrative 
in our religion! What a tragedy that our hearts become 
progressively less responsive to the Master's touch! 
How refreshing it is to see youth, unashamed of their 
Lord,publicly taking their stand for him! 

Youth injects an optimistic spirit, David was 
willing to do battle with Goliath when all the older 
and "wiser" men were cowering in their tents. Young 
Caleb said, 11We are well able to overcome itl" Perhaps 
it was the optimism of James that kept the apostles 
faithful when all seemed lost, 

Youth affords an exemplary faith. The faith of 
James, like the faith of a litt le child, is not con
spicioua, but nevertheless it is an exemplar/ faith. 
Did not our Master say, ''Except ye be converted, and 
become as LITTLE CHILDREN, ye shall not enter into t he 
kingdom of heaven?" In these days when such great job, . 
in God's kingdom must be done we can not af ford the 
luxury of a small and weak faith! 

~ Blessing .2f ! Christian~ 

Mary, the mother of James the younger, f ollowed 
Jesus from Galilee, witnessed the crucifixion (Mark 
15:40), watched hio burial (Mark 15:47), and visited 
the sepulcher on the resurrection morning (Mark 16:1). 

Most all conservative Bible scholars agree that 
Alphaeus, James' father, is the same man as Cleophas-
a godly man who raised two sons in such a manner that 
Christ chose them to be apostles, The other apostle 
from this Christian home was !fatthew. Mark states 
(2:14), "And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of 
Alphaeus sitting at the receipt of custom," 

From these facts welearn a most obvious lesson--a 
Christian home produces children whom Christ can use. 
The greatest compliment that can be paid to any parents 
is for God to call their children into his service, 
Such a compliment was paid to Mary and Alphaeus. 

A Christian home imparts joy to the parents. The 
greatest joy that Mary and Alphaeus had during ·their 
sunset years of life was the knowledge that out there 
in God 1s wonderful world were two of their boys in the 
service of Christ, As parents we shall make many mis
takes along t he way of training our children, but by 
God I s grace we can provide a home in fmich our children 
feel the very presence of Christ, And when we come to 
that stage i n life when all that really counts is the 
memory of our little children kneeling in prayer and 
learning God's Word from our lips, we shall have a joy 
that will roake bright the darkest of the days. 



Holy Spirit-- "He shall teach you all things." He does 
this by illuminating the Scripture, making everyday 
events meaningful, speaking through the hardships of 
life and aiding us in our praver life (Romans 8:26) . 

Thaddaeu~ and the other Apostles seen would be 
proclaiming the_ gospel over the world. They were 
assured that the Holy Spirit would help them remember 
t he many teachings and deeds of Christ, for he would 
"bring all things to your remembrance . " If you are so 
surrendered to the will of God, the Holy Spirit is 
always present with you to remind you of Christ's 
teachi ngs of some scripture, or of a Christian convic
tion just when you need reminding most. What a marvel
ous preventive for sin this is! 

Christian Peace 

Some of the most beautiful words of Christ are 
addressed to Thc!ddaeus. "Peace I 1,eave with you, my 
peace I give unto you : not as the world giveth, give 
I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let 
it be afraid. " (John 14:27) . Thaddaeus, in these last 
days, was in the depths of mental and spiritual turmoil 
UNTIL he learned the lesson of Christian peace! 

Note first that Christian peace is divine peace-
"My peace I give unto you. 11 This peace is patterned 
after Christ's peace. He bequeaths to his followers 
the calmness, the quietness, the repose of spirit which 
he himself possesses. The divine peace is offered as 
a gift of God's grace--"! give unto you." 

Christian peace is abiding peace--"not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you." The world offers a 
peace which is made today and broken tomorrow. But 
not s o with Christ's peace for it abides. 

Christian peace i s an assuring peace --"Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither l e t it be afrai d . " This 
i s no idle offer. It is based upon concrete promises 
(John 14:3). And it is offered to you today! cc~"' 
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LESSONS FROM THE LIFE or THADDAEUS 

Lessons from the l ives of the Apostles, Number 13 

Thaddaeus i s an Apost l e with three names. Matthew 
calls him Lebbaeus, Mar k calls him Thaddaeus, Luke and 
John call him J udas . The name which a man is known 
is not important--but the kind o·f life he lives is of 
great impor tance. Therefore, let us turn our attention 
from the names of this Apostle to hi s more important 
l ife and the lessons which it affords us. 

Acceptable Loyalty 

Thaddaeus said (John 14: 22) , "Lord, how is it t hat 
thou will manifest thyself unto us , and not unto the 
world?" Most like l y Thaddaeus was a Zealot. He was 
s ayi ng to Jesus , "It is quite all right to inform US 
t~at you are the promised Messiah , BUT isn'it it high 
time for you to make public this claim? Through such 
public pr oof the masses wi ll become loyal to you . 11 

The source of acceptable loyalty cannot be coercion. 
Thaddaeus encouraged Jesus to compell the masses to 
follow him by sensationalism- - by a dramatic public 
announcement of his Messiahship . J esus refused to gain 
this kind of loyalty . A loyalty gained by any form of 
coercion ignores . the worth of the individual and is 
incompatible with the doctrine of grace. This is one 
:eason Baptists t hrough t he years have not practiced 
infant church membership, infant baptism, or any other 
form of captive church membership. 

Mercenarv motives cannot supply the sour ce of an 
acceptable lovalty. Simon the sorcerer, who wanted to 
follow Christ in exchange for divine powers, di s covered 
that s uch motives are unacceptable to Christ . 

What 
J esus said 
my words." 

then is t he source of acceptable loyalty? 
(John 14:23), "If a man LOVE me, he will keep 
Onlv a lovalty which grows out of a heart 

of love for Christ will last. Only this kind of loyalty 
will bring God's indwelling power (John 14:23b) and 
remain untiring. 

The object of acceptable loyalty must be Jesus only, 
Christ said, "If a man love Me, he will keep my wor d . " 
He i s saying, "Thaddaeus, some have the wrong object 
for their loyalty--the earthly messianic kingdom, 
earthly religious leaders , rituals, laws, etc." The 
reason some Christians run "hot and cold " in their 
giving and living is that their object of loyalty is 
some preacher, some program--but not Christ. 

Jesus told Thaddaeus of the purpose of accept able 
loyalty-- "he will keep my words." Thaddaeus wanted the 
masses to believe and follow. J es us told him that 
after all the purpose of Christian loyalty is not 
ne cessarily to gain impressive numbers, but rather to 
bring about defin i te changes in and actions from the 
lives of the loyal. 

The Holy Spirit 

In an swerin g Thaddaeus' question, Chri st says, 
"But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name , he shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your remembrance , what
soever I have said unto you" (John 14: 26). 

Thaddaeus was confused as to whv Christ would tell 
the apostles he was the Messiah but refused to capital
ize on being the Messiah to gain popular support. The 
event s of the closing days of Christ's earthly l ife left 
him bewildered. Christ now teaches him of the 
Holy Spirit who will clarify all of his confusion. 

The Holy Spirit bears witness of Jesus Christ--not 
of himself for he come s "in my name" in t he name of and 
as a representative of Jesus . As a sign points to a 
cit v, so the Holy Spirit points to Chr ist. 

The Chr istian is taught spiritual t ruths bv the 




