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THE MESSAGE OF MIRACLES 

Scripture: John 20:30 and 21:25 
KJV vs. 21:25 "And there are also many other things 

which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every 
one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain 
the books that should be written." 

INTRO: Have you ever been overwhelmed? I have. Webster 
defines "overwhelm" in these words: "To cover over 
completely, as by a great wave." Well, I was absolutely 
"overwhelmed" this week as I began to develop today's 
message. In our study of t he life of Christ as recorded by 
Luke from His birth to His resurrection, we have now come to 
the miracles of Christ. 

Luke just happens to record at least~ miracles of our 
Lo'ra~~ I was overwhelmed by so many miracles! But I am not 
alone. The Apostle John wa s also overwhelmed by all the 
miracles, signs and wonders Jesus performed Reaa text). 

I realized very quickl y that there was no way I could 
cover 20 miracles in one s e rmon--a series perhaps, but not a 
sermon! (And aren't you g l ad that your pastor was bright 
enough not to attempt a task of such magnitude? You talk 
about a long sermon--that would set a record!) 

Rather than dealing wi th each of these miracles 
individually, I read through them and discovered that they 
fall into 3 categories whi c h present The Message Of 
Miracles! 

It is noteworthy that so many miracles are recorded by 
so accurate a historian as Luke. Here is a book written, 
not by a Jew, but by a Gentile--not by a friend of Peter a nd 
other apostles, but by a companion of Paul--not by an 
untrained compiler, but by an educated historian. 

In his preface, Luke promises a thoroughness and 
accuracy never achieved bef ore. Luke states (Luke 1:2-3) 
that as an "eyewitness" of Christ's ministry his account 
would trace everything from its source, with accuracy and in 
order. There is no place f rom mythology or fables in his 
history. Only facts would be recorded by this historian! 

But not all would agree with Luke. For the secular 
scientist, miracles are unk nown as such. If an event cannot 
be explained in the present state of science, it will surely 
be explained one day. For the secular technologist miracles 
are unthinkable. To believe in miracles is to display 
remnants of a primitive mentality. For the secular psycho
logist miracles are the object of distrust. There are so 
many cases of hallucination ! 
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But since Luke, unlike the secular scientist, or 
technologist, or psychologist, was present when these events 
took place we shall accept the miracles of Christ as fact. 

But what role does faith play in miracles? Is faith a 
prerequisite for a miracle, or is faith a product of a 
miracle? 

20 times in the Synoptics faith is mentioned in 
relation to miracles (Mark 9:24). 25 times it is not 
mentioned but is implied (Mark 1:32). 31 times (our largest 
category) faith is neither mentioned nor demonstrated prior 
to a miracle. And yet Jesu s proceeds to perform a miracle! 

And what conclusion can be drawn? In crucial miracle 
passages Jesus is described as demanding faith. In numerous 
other miracle passages no such requirement is made. 

The "bottom line" is: God is God and man is man. And 
as important as man's prayer and faith may be, they can 
neither coerce nor limit God. God as sovereign will perform 
His miracles when He wants, where He wants, and how He 
wants. 

> The miracles of Christ demonstrate His concern for our 
needs. And herein is found The Message Of Miracles. It is 
the message of His concern for our (1) Physical Needs, (2) 
Emotional Needs, and our ( 3 ) Material Needs. All of the 
miracles of Christ fall under one of these three categories. 

Listen to The Message Of Miracles as it speaks of His 
concern for our: 

I. PHYSICAL NEEDS 
- -NOTE: This amazing truth sets our hearts to singing. 
With great joy w~ re~d A~ the story of the Widow of 
Nain and her dece~f~a" s ; n,, that,) 11 When the Lord saw her, 
He had COMPASSION on her, and said unto her, 'Weep 
not.' And he came and TOUCHED the brier ... and said, 
'Young man, I say unto thee, arise.' And he that was 
dead sat up" ( ul<:e 7:13-15a). 
--NOTE : 13 of the 20 miracles Luke records demon
strates Christ's concern for our physical needs. If 
one doubts that Christ cares what happens to us physi
cally he must only read Luke's account of Christ's com
passionate healing qt : 

eter' ::: M,i- f.l i~J.."¥he man ful 1 of leprosy, the victim 
of palsy , the withered hand, the centurion's servant, 
the woman with the issue of blood, the stooped woman, 
the man with dropsy, the 10 lepers, the blind man at 
Jericho, the severed ear of the high priest's servant, 
or the restoration of life to Jairus' daughter or the 
Widow of Nain's son. 

If there be any message in the miracles of Christ 
it is that He is concerned about our physical needs. 
1. An Unconditional Concern For our Physical Needs 

--NOTE: Of the 22 people whom Christ healed in 
Luke's Gospel we know nothing of their spiritual 
condition save, perhaps, Peter's mother-in-law, 
and that is only speculation. 
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Oh, we know the cent urion was highly re
spected by the elders of the Jews, but we know 
nothing of his servant whom Christ healed. 

Jai rus was a " ruler of the synagogue" but 
that tells us nothing about his deceased daughter. 

Only 1 of t he cleansed lepers was grateful 
enough to return and thank Jesus. Yet Jesus did 
not revoke the healing the ungrateful 9! 

And we know the high priest's servant whose 
severed ear Christ restored was numbered among 
Christ's enemies. 
- APPLY: What does this say? It says that 
Christ ' s concern for our physical needs is 
unconditional ! 

You say, " Now wait a minute pastor. Are you 
saying that Christ is as concerned for the 
physical needs of a servant who came out to arrest 
Him as He is for the physical needs of an 
Apostle's mother-in-law?" 

That's right! You heard me! You got the 
point! You're l i stening! 

" But I thought you had to be a person of 
great f a i th or given to l ong prayer s to experience 
a miracle of God." 

Well, you're wrong--dead wrong! Have you 
already forgotten that in the largest category of 
the miracles of Christ (31) faith is neither 
mentioned nor demonstrated prior to the working of 
that miracle. And yet Christ proceeds to perform 
the miracle! 
--ILLUS: We received a phone call from a pastor 
in another city asking that we witness to a 
terminally ill patient in one of our hospitals. 
His family is greatly concerned about his spiri
tual condition. Mr. Laughlin made that visit. He 
could hardly get in the door and quickly got the 
message that the patient was neither interested in 
him nor his God. 

Now, is Christ concerned about that man's 
physical needs? You may say, "There is a man who 
does not love God! " But that has nothing to do 
with God's loving him! And thank God that it 
doesn't! 

The Bible says, that "while we were y et 
sinners Christ died for us!" 

If The Message Of Miracles says anything, it 
says that Christ ' s concern for our physical needs 
is unconditi onal! 

2. A Present Concern For our Physical Needs 
- -NOTE : Christ is " The same yesterday, and today, 
and forever!" (Heb. 13:8). He is as concerned for 
your physical needs today as He ever was for the 
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physical needs of anyone during His earthly 
ministry. 

You say, "Then why am I not healed?" I have 
faith and I pray." If prayer and faith always 
produced a miracle of healing, a godly person 
could live forever. He would get ill, but he 
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would pray and have faith and get well--and this ''-rne 
could go on forever and he would never die ~~fi;/~ITII slf,1J.J. 

Therefore it is both an injustice and A'K' 1$-tvE THE 5%Ck, • 
untruth to say that if a person only has enough Not c.11ttr1+1.y 
faith a miracle will happen . ,i.e.. FS :::t:.Att.MlltTA>-:ZTY· 

What about John the Baptist who was beheaded, 
what about James who suffered the same fate, what 
about Stephen who was stoned to death, and yes, 
what about Our Lord who was crucified. 

Did they not have faith? Was not God 
concerned about their physical needs? The answer 
is yes!--They did have faith, and God was con
cerned about their physical needs? 

But that is not where the problem rests. The 
problem rests in our inability to understand the 
ways of God. 
- ~"APPLY: Did we not just recently lose two pre
cious staff members to death? Did they not have 
faith? Did we not pray? 

I have never personally known two people who 
had more faith, or were prayed for more earnestly 
than Glendene Elliott or Doris Jean Slaughter. 

So there are those times when we must say 
with Paul, "What shall we then say to these 
things?" "How do you address situations like this 
in life?" p.trAB; 

We can only address them by saying, s. 38 "I 
am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come," 
vs. 39 "Nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" 
(Romans 8:38-39) . 

Through our veil of tears, we must keep on 
proclaiming the message of miracles. That His 
concern for our physical needs is unconditional 
and present. 

II. EMOTIONAL NEEDS 
--NOTE: Four miracles of Christ which Luke records 
demonstrates His concern for our emotional needs. 
These miracles were worked upon the man with an unclean 
spirit ~~·31-37); the wild man of Gadara (8.26-39); the 
boy at the foot of the Mountain of Transfiguration 
(9.37-43); and the one possessed by a dumb spirit 
(lI:14). 



Although expressing itself in various ways the 
common need of all four was an emotional need. 

Few suffer so much as those with emotional 
problems. One must be extremely cautious in claiming 
that the person suffering emotionally has brought that 
suffering on himself. 

What possibly could the little boy have done to 
deserve being) "seized" (Wm.) by an evil spirit causing 
him to scream and to convulse and foam at the mouth and 
be bruised?" 
--NOTE: And even if the man in the synagogue with the 
"unclean spirit," or the wild man of Gadara had lived 
in such a way as to i nvite the evil spirits to live in 
them Christ is just as concerned about their emotional 
needs as He was the i nnocent child. 
--NOTE: €hrist is not concerned with "fixing bla me ." 
But He is concerned with fixing broken lives. ½ ( ee Luke 
ij : 3 5 , 3 9 , & 4 I • ) ; -,, ¼.4 G-cJ,~LS 

In every one of the 5 ~ccountsj\when Christ 
expresses concern over a person's emotional needs and a 
rebuke is given, it i s ALWAYS directed toward the 
"demon," the "devil," the "foul spirit," or the 
"unclean spirit." NEVER is His rebuke directed toward 
the victim! 
--APPLY: I think we have much to learn from this 
message of miracles. We spend far too much time fixing 
blame and far too little time fixing broken lives. 

Christ did not need to point out to any of these 
victims that they were possessed by a demon. All four 
were fully aware of this. And even if three of them 
lived in such a way a s to invite demon possession, 
their need was for h e aling--not condemnation. 

_ The message of miracles is that Christ is con
cerned about our emotional needs. 

III. MATERIAL NEED~ '"J_ 
--NOTE: We not only have bodies and emotions to b e 
healed, we also have material needs to be met. And the 
message of miracles is that Christ is concerned about 
our material needs. 
--NOTE: Three of the miracles recorded by Luke address 
material needs. They are: (1) .1-11, the miraculous 
catch of fishes; (2) :22-25 the calming of the storm 
at sea; and (3) 9:11-17 the feeding of the 5,000. 

In all three of these miracles, the object is 
material things. Christ is concerned with matter, 
especially when it affects you. So here Christ deals 
with fish, with wind and waves, and with food. 

Christ knows that "man cannot live by bread 
alone," but He also knows that man cannot live without 
bread. And so Christ is concerned with your material 
needs--not desires, but needs. 
--NOTE: In Mark's account of Christ's calming the 
storm the disciples asked, "Master, carest thou not 
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that we perish?" (Mark 4:38). Christ does not answer 
their question verbally. He chooses a far more 
dramatic and demonstrative "said unto the sea, 
'Peace, be still.' And the wind ceased, and there was 
a great calm." Christ's answer was, "Yes I care if you 
perish! I care for your material needs!" 

When the disciples had "toiled all the night long 
and had taken nothing," Jesus did not speak of their 
need, He met their need. 

When the s,ooo had nothing to eat, in what Luke 
calls "a desert place," Jesus took 5 loaves ana. 2 
fishes and blessed them and fed the crowd,:;;,- 11And they 
did eat, and were all filled" ( uke 9:I7a). Every 
person's material need was met. 
--NOTE: No wonder that of the more than 30 miracles of 
Christ recorded in the Gospels, the feeding of the 
5,000 is the ONLY ONE found in all four Gospels! No 
doubt this miracle made a greater impression on the 
people than any other miracle because its message was, 
"Christ is concerned about your material needs!" 

CON: Jesus took the 5 loaves and 2 fishes, with 5,000 to be 
fed, and thanked God without waiting for them to be 
multiplied. What great faith! He began by using what 
He had. 

How the bread was multiplied I cannot explain. 
It is a miracle! But it is a miracle that is repeated 
again and again. It can even be repeated in your own 
life. 

No matter what your need might be or how badly the 
circumstances of life have run against you, if you will 
take what resources you have, be truly thankful for 
what you have and begin to use that, you will find that 
God will add His power and you will have all you need, 
even more. For this is the message of miracles.--He is 
concerned for our needs! (The Touch of the Master's 
Hand, Allen; pg. 126) 
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