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JESUS' MISSION FOR HIS CHURCHES 

Scripture: J ohn 20: "Then said Jesus to them again. Peace be unto you: As 
my Fa ther hath sent me, even so send I you! J ohn 17:18 "As thou hast sent 
me into the world, even so have I also sent triem unto the world." 

Introduction: In these two verses Jesus identifies t he mission of his churches 
with the mission of his life. He is saying, "Just as my Father sent me into 
this world on a definite mission, so I now send the church to continue this 
mission." 

The Problem is t bllls made simple. If we would discover Jesus' mission 
for his churches, we must rediscover the mission of Jesus' own minist ry . What 
did he come to do? What tasks were his to accomplish? And how can we, his 
church, become a continuation of his mission? 

JESUS 1 MISSION FOR HIS CHURCH IS: -------
I. EVANGELIZATION 

-- att. 28:19-20 "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son , and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world." 

--UJ,JTS.: Notice that the guarantee of survival ("and l o, ... ) is based upon our 
having an evangelistic heart which compells us to "go" and to "teach. " A 
prerequisite for survival! 
1. 1lP:Ji cb i ::. l'Pi~ 

--QJ_lES]..ION : What was the primary mission of Christ? 
--Luke 19:10 "For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was 
lost," 

--I Timothy l:15b "Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." 
--IL US· As this is the primary ministry of Christ, so it is the primary 
ministry of the church. 
(1) Because it meets man's greatest need 

--Romans 3:10-18 (READ) 
(2) Because it avoids extremes 

--TI,J.US : There are two extremes to which some Christians have gone. There 
are those who have said, "Get the people saved; let their physical needs 
go." Others have said, "Minister to the physical and social needs of the 
world--that is the main task." Jesus combined the two, putting t he spirit
ual needs firs t . Sometimes he cared f or men's physical needs in order to 
open the way for ministering to their spiritual needs. 

--NQTE · Experience of Christ's transfiguration. Here is seen three 
approaches to the Christian life--Idealism, Humanitarianism, and Realism. 

2. i his Personal 
--Acts 8: "Therefore they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching 
the Word." 
(1) Because of the example of Jesus 

--Tr,UJS · 80% of His ministry in J ohn . i.e. Nicodemus, Nathanael, Samaritan 
woman, wild man of Gadara, etc. 

(2) Because of the nature of human needs 
-- LU· Doctor with bleachers in office, getting ready for Medicare. 
i.e. Men's personal need of salvation must be met personally. 
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3. Which is Not in Conflict with Intellect y 1 Re . ~t,a'b,il:i,.ty 
--ILLUS_: JRM "There is no conflict between intellectual respectability and 
warm-hearted evangelism! Certain pseudo-intellectuals feel that as evidence 
of their intellectual attainment they have given up their faith, when actually 
this sacrifice of faith is an evidence of their intellectual laziness. It 
is much easier to give up faith than it is honestly to face and t o struggle 
through the intellectual problem involved in that faith and thus to emerge 
on the other side of this struggle with faith confirmed--not denied. i.e. 
math problem. 

--Rom. 1:22 speaks of those who, "Professing themselves to be wise, became 
fools." 
(1) Because all world-views are built upon a faith-principle. 

--TILUS,; Student in lab; math hypothesis; theories in Biology. 
(2) Because i t does not contradict any proven scientific facts. 

- -;JlJJJ~ May conflict with theories but never facts . 
4, ·ch isNecessa f or Continued Growth 

--Rev. 3:1 "So then because thou art lukewarm and neither cold nor hot, I will 
spue thee out of my mouth." 
(1) Because evangelism and missions are a basic reason f or the church 's 

existence 
--ll,1:US:. History of denomina tions and churches that have neglected missions 
andevangelism. i.e. Del City 

(2) Because lives will be added in no other way. 
- -;TIJ,IIS.i. Recrui t ing campaigns on Mother's Day, Christmas, and Easter may 

addnames but not lives to the living church. 
5. Whi.p.h... is tii'el)est defensi'"ii2inst Comrnuni_s 

--CTLUS: The best defense is an offense and that is what evangelism is! 
(1 Because it offers hope in this life and in the life to come. 

--I Cor. 15:19 "If in thi s life only we have hope in Christ, we are of 
all men most miserable." 

(2) Because it deals with man's basic need--not secondary 
--II Cor. 5:17 "Therefore ifaeyman be in Christ, he is a new creature: 
old things are passed away; behold all things are become new. 

LS· Communism deals with symptons--eco, ed. etc. 
(3) Because it provides the necessary enthusiasm to combat Communism. 

--TILUS : Hordern "Can we, at this 11th hour, find again the springs of 
motivation that have caused Christians time and time again to overturn the 
world? If we can, Communism will have met more than its match. The time 
has come for the church to cease apologizing for its gospel and to start 
living it. Communist fanaticism must be met by Christian enthusiasm." 

II. INDOCTRINATION 
--Matt. 28:19 "Teaching them to observe .. 11 

--JJ,J,JTS · Most of Christ 1 s ministry is described as 11 teaching 11 - - 11 indoctrinating11 

others. 
1. In Djvine Truths 

--Jude 2b 11Ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints." 
(1) Which astonishes the lost 

--Matt. &;28 "And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the 
people were astonished at his doctrine ." 

--I Cor. 1:18 "For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish 
foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God." 
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Why the very idea of Divine Creation, t he Virgin Birth , the 
Physical Resurrection, t he literal return, t he new bi rth, immor t alit y! 
etc . 

( 2) Which s t rengthens t he Saved 
- -I Peter 3:15 "But sanctify t he Lord God in your hearts: and be ready 
always to give an answer t o every man that asketh you a reason of the 
hope t hat is in you wit h meekness and fear :" 

- -Ephesians 4:14 "That we hencefor t h be no more chi ldren, tossed t o 
and fro, and carried about wit h every wind of doctrine, by the sleigtit 
of men, and cunning craft iness, whereby they l ie in wai t to deceive ." 

LIIS : The only way you will have a "reason" and will be saved f r om 
being"tossed to and fro" is know what you believe and why you believe i t . 

2. In Church Discipline 
--Gal. 0:l "Brethren, if a man be overtaken i n a fault, ye which are spi ri t ual, 
restore such an one in t he spirit of meekness; considering t hyself, lest t hou 
also be t empted . n exf'/fC:r e 

--EXEGESJB • The church is to 81q I i~holesome discipline over i t s members. 
The heart of t rue discipline i s love . The church is duty bound to indoctrina t e 
i t s members in the discipline which accompanies church membership. 

--TILUS; Failure to do so . Presbyterian woman in F. B. C. of Ponca City who 
didn ' t know what was expec t ed unti l after becoming a member. 
(1) Which requires mor al recti t ude 

--li.Q Members who fall into immoralit y are t o be deal t wit h by the 
church . I n a spiri t of l ove the church is t o make an effort to reclaim 
t hose who have fallen . If they persi st in these evil ways , the chur ch 
is t o wi t hdraw fel lowship from them . 

- -JJJ,US · I n a certai n church a man ' s widowed fa t her had remarried . The 
mantook a liking t o his f athers new wife and thus proceeded to break up 
the marriage of his own f ather and marry the woman as his own wif e. 
Nothing was done, no word said, and he retai ned hi s membership i n the 
church in good standing without even a hint of discipline . 

--I Qor 5·1-13 (REAU - Phi1i~) 
(2) Which demands doctrinal i ntegrity 

--II Thessalonians 3 :6 "Now we command you, bret hren, in the name of our 
Lord J esus Christ, that ye withdraw y ourselves from every brother t hat 
walketh disorderly, and not aft er t he t radition which he received of us. " 

- -I Timot hy 1 :19- 20 "Holding fait h, and a good conscience; which s ome 
having put away concerning fait h have made shipwreck: Of whom is 
Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may 
learn not t o blaspheme . 

III. EDIFICATION 
--I Thessalonians 5: l la 'rwherefore exhort yourselves together, and edif y one 
another. 11 

--EXEGESIS : "Edify" = "to build a house. 11 Is used met aphorically in the sense 
of promot ing the spirit ual growth and development of character of believers. 
1. Th;roughService 

- -Matt . 20:26b- 27 "Whos oever will be great among you, let him be y our mi nist er : 
And whosoever will be chief among y ou, let him be y our servant ." 

::::::!:::;:;;S~: How are you "built up" phys i cally? Si tting ar ound taking in food and 
never gi ving out any energy? 
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(1) Which meets needs of the server 
--UJ,JJS : Your need for spiritual development will never be met if you 

allow yourself to become a spiritual hypochondriac. You need to turn 
your attention from self to others--IF you would become likeJesus. 

(2) Which draws you closer to Christ 
--John 15:14 "Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you." 
--lT.T,IJS : Acts 4:13b "They marvelled and they took knowledge of them 

(Peter and John) that they had been with Jesus." 
--E S How did they know these men had been with Jesus? Because 
they were like Jesus in what they said and in what they did. For their 
service had drawn them very close to Christ. 

2. Through Worship 
--Hebrew 10: 25a (Phillips) "And let us not hold al off from our church meetirg s, 
as some do. Let us do all we can to help one another's faith." 

--WO STUDY: There are four Greek words f or "worship " in the N.T. Que. implies 
fear--"In vain do they worship me; ~ecaod. one refers to rites and ceremonies; 
~~d word speaks of external acts of worship; and Foud li,.,word (most commonly used) 
means to make obeisance, to prostrate oneself. Matt. 2:2 ''We have seen his 
star in the east and are come to worship him." 

--BRWGE SE!;l;IENCE.: Five distinct elements seen in the worship of the N.T. 
churches. 
(1) Prayer 

--Acts 1:14 "These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication." 
- ~ : More is said about prayer than about any other part of worship. 

a-:---'No set form of prayer 
--Often free and spontaneous 

b . No prescribed position for prayer. 
- -Il,LTTS; Matt 26:39 Jesus fell on his face and prayed; Mark 11:25 

"Jesus speaks of standing while one prays ( Ephesians 3:14 Paul 
speaks of bowing the knees in prayer ; and I Tim. 2:8 of lifting up 
the hand in prayer. Prayer is not a matter of physical position. 

- ~ : Prayer is the soul I s sincere desire, 
-- Uttered or unexpressed; 

The motion of a hidden fire, 
That trembles in the breast. 

--James Montgomery 
c. May contain one, or all, of several elements. 

--ILLUS: Adoration, praise, petition, confession, thanksgiving, 
intercession, etc. 

(2) Praise 
--Ephesians 5:19 "Speaki ng to yourselves in Psalms and Hymns, and spiritual 

songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord." 
(3) Scripture Reading 

--I Timothy 4:13 "Give attendance to reading." 
--II Timothy 3:16 "All scripture is given by inspiration of G0d, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness." 

--ITU!§; The reading of Paul's letters at worship services. 
(4) Preaching 

- ~ Jesus in the synagogue at Nazareth 
--~13:15 At Antioch after reading scripture Paul and Barnabas were 
asked to speak. 

--Acts 8:4 "They went everywhere preaching the word," 
--IL This is why the pulpit, not the cross, is the focal point in a 
N.T. church. It is the proclamation of Christ that is central. 
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(5) Offering 
--I Corinthians 16:2 "Upon the first day of the week let every one of 
you lay blf him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no 
gatherings when I come . " 

3. Throu~h FellowshiR 
- -Hebrews 10:25 "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye 
see the day approaching. 

IV. LIBERATION 
- -Luke 4 :18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anoin ted me to 
preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to 
preach deliverance t o the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty them that are bruised." 

--John 8:32 "And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 
--EXEGESIS: Jesus envisioned hisrrission as a mission of liberation--and so is 
the mission of this church today. 
1 . From Honest Doub;t.s 

(1) Which must be taken seriously 
--John 20:25b (Thomas' doubt was a serious one which merited serious 
consideration) "Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his 
side, I will not believe. 11 

(a) Because they indicate an inqu1r111g mind 
--ICJ.JJq : JPN ''We must be willing to come out of our academic and 
ecclesiastical shell. We must take off our Saul's armour of pious 
sanctions and pre-fabricated answers if we expect the modern world 
to come half-way when we go forth to meet i t . Actually our task is 
much harder t han that of David, for we must minister to this hugh 
Philistene instead of throwing stones at him. By and large secular 
thought is so uninspiring, that many thoughtful people are yearning 
for something better. They might be reached if Christianity were 
presented in a manner which meets the test of their honest questioning 
instead of seeming to demand a renunciation of intelligent int egrity. " 

(b) Because, if unanswered, they may undermind faith 
--JJJ,JJS : Ramm, Christi an Ev~ "The hugh slashes of radical 
criticism into the Christian church reveals the Bible is defenseless 
unless defended by i ts believers. Is every slander, every false 
accusation, every gross misrepresenta t ion to go unnoticed, unanswered, 
unchallenged? Can the stabs into the vitals of t heology be answered 
by quoting a verse or two of Scripture? I think not! (The church 
must answer these problems if it is to survive in a revolutional and 
doubtful world . ) 

(2) Which Christ does not condemn 
--ILLUS: Christ knew that once Thomas had fought his way through the 
wilderness of his doubts he would be the surest man in Christendom. Jesus 
never says to a man, "You must never doubt, " Rather he says, "You must 
never profess a faith of which you are not absolutely sure, and y ou mus t 
fight your battle until you reach your certaint y." 
( a) Because they are no t necessarily a rejection 

- -ILLUS: Thomas utterly refused to believe the good news of Christ's 
resurrection-- it was too good to be true! 

(b) Because the Christian faith welcomes the searchlight of inquiry 
--pJiIIg,; "If my faith can be undermined by some t heory or hypothesis 

of sc. or phil. the time is long overdue when my faith should have 
been undermined." 
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(3) Which may lead to greater assurance 
--John 20:28 "And Thomas answered and said unt o him, My Lord and my God." 

(CL) Because they reveal new facets of t ruth 
--ILLUS: What if Franklin had never wondered about electricit y? 
Newton about gravit y? Pascal about adding machine? Ford about a horse
less carriage? 

--TILUS : "The way to certainty is t o have the right kind of doubts. 11 

(h) -Because they may clear the ground for experient ial evidence 
--ILLU : When confronted with the t angible evidence which he thought 
he needed, certainty came to Thomas, not so much through int elligent 
convictions as through first hand experience with the living Christ. 
He became sure, not of things~ Christ, but of Chris t himself! . . . 

liberty them that are bruised." 
"bruised" 'to smite through" " to shat t er" "to be broken 

by calamity." 
--ILLUS: In the areas of labor, race, religion, politics, etc . 
- 8 ll,,LUS j Gary in Oklahoma. But mo~e S. B. than next t wolargest demon. They 
fail to fulfill their mission of liberat i ~ om the social injustice of corrupt 
politics. 

3. from Ph~sic 1 
--Matt. 2: - READ) 

LS: Jesus fed the hungary, healed the sick, opened t he eyes of the blind,clear 
se the leper, enabled the lame to walk. 

--NOTE: J!.e also said that failure to minister to the needy was fa:Llure t o 
minister to him: "Verily I say unto you, I nasmuch as ye did i t not unto one 
of the least of these, ye did it not unto me" (Matt. 25:L5). Paul urged the 
churches to which he wro t e t o care for the poor. !!,_ohn declare a neg ec 
of the needy shows a lack of t he love of God in the heart: irBut, whoso hath 
this world's good, and seet h his brother have need, and shuttet h up his 
bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?" (1 J ohn 
3:17). An_LJ _ __. _ tne b~other of the Lord, said that neglect of t he poor 
revealed a lack of true fai t h: "If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute 
of daily food, and one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed 
and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful 
for the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if i t hath not works, is 
dead, being alone" (James 2:15-17) . 

- --APPLJCATI.QN, : The need of Christian hospitals, orphanages, homes f or the 
aged, rescue missions, etc. if we are to fulfil this mission. There is a 
growing tendency to turn this work over to government agencies. The church will 
lose a great opportuni ty if i t abandons this mission. 
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JESUS' MISSION FOR HIS CHURCHES 

USED: Glorieta Assembly Sept. 1966 (XXX++) ; 

• 


