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Scripture: John 20:19-23 

T, &e,J !Vlw.S t11-
INTRQ HOW DO YOU TELL k'. 0 M30 U'F GOD'S LOVE 
WHEN MORE THAN ONE MILLION OF ITS OWN CHILDREN 
SUFFER FROM ABUSE OR NEGLECT WITH 200,000 OF THESE 
DIEING ANNUALLY? (Douglas Besharov, Director of H.E.W. ' s 
National Center on Ch · d&2'l. e) '1k &,,J 1//111,~ ~ 

HOW DO YOU TELL-A--~1'-14-JN ABOlf!I' THE ABUNDANT 
LIFE WHICH CHRIST OFFERS WHEN MORE THAN 1,300,000 
OF ITS YOUTHS BETWEEN 12 AND l 7GET DRUNK AT LEAST 
ONCE A WEEK IN A DESPERATE ATTEMPT TO INFUSE A LITTLE 
JOY INTO LIFE? (National Institute of Alcohol and Alcohol 
Abuse) . A-/;£/2?( Tk !/Ja,,J 1tl-.. -/-

HOW DO YOU TELL ·_A-:NMElfe-NABQ.UI MORAL PURITY 
AND SELF RESPECT WHICH IS POSSIBLE THROUGH 
JESUS CHRIST WHEN IN 1974 ONE MILLION OF ITS TEEN
AGE GIRLS BECAME PREGNANT, RESULTING IN 250,000 
ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS, 450,000 ABORTIONS AND 300,000 
MARRIAGES? (Dept. ot}l_1 ~ W.) 4~~ 1-, 

HOWDO YOU TELt~f-.l~:tn- 11-P.1:~:n:-·THE SANCTITY OF 
THE HOME WHEN SO MANY OF ITS CITIZENS LOOK ON THEIR 
MARRIAGE VOWS AS NO MORE BINDING THAN A 6-MONTH 

SUBSCRIPTION TO A L~2~c EvifS,l__~ ,1---
HOW DO YOU TEL _ _ ....,0 ~ J: THE IMMUTABLE 

LAWS OF GOD DESIGNED FOR MAN'S OWN WELL BEING 
WHEN THAT NATION'S CRIME RATE CONTINUES TO CLIMB 
ANNUALLY? 

JESUS CHRIST HAS THE ANSWER. BY AND LARGE THE 
ELEVEN WHOM HE SENT OUT WERE COMMISSIONED AS 
HO~ 0~ ~~_9NARIES. THEY WERE TO TELL THEIR NATION 
THE ~GR-¥. OF CHRIST. 

I AM AWARE OF THE STORIES THAT SCATTERED SOME 
OF THE APOSTLES THROUGHOUT VARIOUS PARTS OF THE 
WORLD. BUT HISTORY FAILS TO BEAR THESE OUT. 
THESE MEN WERE SENT AS HOME MISSIONARIES. AND 
JESUS TELLS THEM AND US HOW TO TELL A NATION 

~ ~1 ><-



You Tell a Nation: 

I. FEARLESSLY 
--Note: You can't minister to people you feat. You will 

either run from them or attempt to destroy them -- but 
you will not minister to them. 

There are all kinds of situations that give rise to 
fear when we take seriously the task of sharing the 
gospel with all of America. But fear must be dispelled 
before we as individuals and as a denomination will 
be effective in telling our nation the story of Christ. 

--Vs. 19 
--Exegesis : The disciples likely continued to meet in 

the upper room where the Last Supper had been held. 
But now they met in terror. They were afraid. They 
knew the bitterness and hatred the religious leaders 
had toward them. These leaders had brought about 
the death of Christ and the disciples were afraid that 
their turn might come next. 

So, they were meeting in terror, listening fearfully 
for every step on the stairs and for every knock at the 
door lest the officers of the Sarhedrin should come and 
arrast them too. (Barclay, p. 316). And so they 
"were assembled for FEAR of the Jews 11 • And as they 
sat there Jesus suddenly appeared in their midst -- and 
his presence dispelled their fear ... 
1. Because of the Presence of Christ 
-- vs. 19b "Jesus ... stood in the midst" 
-- Note: It matters not where his disciples take the 

gospel -- Christ is present with them. "And lo, 
I am with you always ... " What a comfort! What 
a release from fear this fact brings! 

Q~t- ILLUS: I am Jim Reid of Las Vegas, Nevada. Not 
,....- many pastors break with tradition as much as I have. 

I minister on the Strip . V 

I lead Bible studies backstage in dressing rooms, 
or on stage, or in a light booth -- wherever I can 

'-get people together between shows. As few as four 
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or as many as forty attend. 
( Many show people are searching for spiritual truth. 

They are into the metaphysical, witchcraft, astral 
projection, and Satan worship. 

The openness arrl receptivity of the night club 
people on the Las Vegas Strip is overwhelming. When 
I began this ministry I never dreamed it would develop 
into a church. I find that after people accept Christ 
and grow in the Lord they want to be baptized and 
belong to a church. We organized the K oinonia Church 
and worship on Sunday morning in the Holiday Casino 
and Sunday evening in the Flamingo Hotel. 

Our morning worship service in the Holiday Casino 
on Sundays is primarily geared to the tourists. They 
are amazed that they can worship in a casino. 

We intend to have a gospel night club, the 
Lighthouse, functioning on the Strip. Christian 
entertainers perform. Volunteer workers from churches 
in town serve soft drinks. 

A miniature Lighthouse sits on each table. At the 
conclusion of each show, the emcee says, "If you 
want to know more about Jesus or the Christian faith, 
or need someone to talk to, tum on your lighthouse;" 
At this point, the waiters and waitresses whom we 
have trained become counselors. They sit at th ,..;.,., ~.,.;.,r 
tables and introduce Jesus or just listen ~ 0 ,,w :J. 1 • 

2. Because of the Promise of Christ 
--vs .19 "Peaqe be unto" (more of a promise than a 

greeting). 
--Note: Earlier Christ had made the same promise to 

h i s d i sciples just prior to his death. John 14:2 7 -
"Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: 
not as the world giveth, give I unto you_. Let not 
your heart be troubled, ne ither let it be afraid. 11 

~ - ILLUS: Annie Armstrong, who conceived the idea of r a Home Mission Offering, faced her nation fearlessly 
because e.s a tall, beautiful and popular 14-year-old 
girl she accepted Chri st• s promise of peace. 
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I 
She needed and wanted a peace which she did not 

possess. A world-renowned evangelist spent two and 
half months conducting nightly services in her church, 
but still she came to no decision. The idea of religion 
seemed to be offered in terms of the world to come, a 
place of eternal rest. This did not appeal to Annie 
Armstrong. She wanted to work, not rest in Zion, for 
she keenly enjoyed being busy and doing things. 

One evening in December 18 ZO, Annie went to a 
regular evening service at Seventh Baptist Church. Her 
pastor, Dr. Richard Fuller, said: "What the Christian 
has is not peace from trouble, but peace in the midst 
of trouble. 11 This captured Annie's attentLon. She 
thought, 'everyone has trouble. Is it this that I am 
holding out against? I want to be prepared for life and 
to be like my mother--victorious in trouble.' At the 
close of the sermon, Annie Walker Armstrong went 
forward on profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

-._-,con December 11, 18 70, Dr. Fuller baptized her. 
-- APPLY: Do not be afraid to tell your circle of friends 

about Christ. Most, if not all, will admire you for 
it... Remember that "God hath not given us the spirit 
of fear; but of power and of love, and of a sound mind. 11 

Go tell your nation fearlessly I 

II. JOYFULLY 
-- Note: Nothing makes the story of Christ more attractive 

than for it to be shared in a joyful manner. T.hese 
disciples were discouraged, defeated, and afraid. And 
Christ knew that for them to become effective Home 
Missionaries their lives had to be infused with JOY. 

-- vs.20 And so "He shewed unto them ... " 
1. Because of the Certainty of Your Message 

/ -- vs.20a 
-- Exegesis : To convince them beyond the least shado 

of doubt that he was with them alive in the very body 
that had been nailed to the cross and pierced by the 
soldiers spear, he showed them his hand and his 
side. Christ knew that ABSOLUTE CERTAINTY of a 
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/ message is necessary for the joyful sharing of 

that message. 
-- Note: And Luke's account adds, "And while they 

yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said 
j unto them, Have ye here any meat? And they gave lV him a piece of broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. 

LJAnd he took it, and did eat before them . 11 ~ME 

APPLY: We must be absolutely sure of the message to 
ake to our nation; and Christ offers us every evidence 

required to gain that certainty. 
-- ILLUS: 75 young people who were absolutely certain 

of the message of Christ joyfully told that message 
to scores of people in the Grand Canyon last summer. 
There were working alongside a team of student 
summer missionaries from Texas, a Christian Service 
Corps couple who served as houseparents, a US-2 
worker in resort ministries in Arizona, and the pastor 
of the Grand Canyon Southern Baptist Church. 

As a result of their combinea efforts, a constant 
witness was kept before the hundreds of employees 
and tourists at the canyon. A special effort was 
made to see that international visitors received 
copies of the Scriptures in their own languages) 

2. Because of the Personal Nature of Your Message 
--20b "The disciples were glad, when THEY SAW THE 

LORD." 
--Note: No second-hand knowledge of the risen Lord. 

They had seen him for themselves! They were person
ally involved in the message they would share. 

--ILLUS : That a personal knowledge of religious truths 
makes a difference is reflected in the latest survey 
conducted by "Who 's Who Among American High School 
Students" . The study shows that religion plays an 
increasingly important role in lives of "outstanding" 
teenagers. Also a more con~ervative attitude is 
shown toward drug use, sex, marriage and women's 
movement as compared to previous year. Based on 
22,000 responses, the survey shows ..a.§.% of top teens 
believe religion plays significant role in their own moral 
standards and actions; 73% have never tried marijuana; 
90% have not tried hard"""ct7ugs; 77% favored "traditional'' - -
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III. CONFIDENTLY DAR£ TtJ A 5K' - :f;-. ... y A-}~"1? 

--v~ l-~ ~ ~ ~ 
- - 1 .~ cause ~u Are Sent by Christ 

-- vs.21 
-- Exegesis: The cla use, 11 

••• even so send I you ... " 
implies the divine author_!,ty of Christ. JThere can surely 
be no doubt as to the character and intention of this 
sending. In the light of the Master's utterance, its 
meaning stands quite clear. IT'his mission is not some
thing separate. It is not something new, or unprece
dented, or particular. It is simply the application and 
the continuation of the very mission entrusted by the 
Father to our Lord Himself. 'As my Father hath sent 
me, even so send I you.' The ministers of Christ are 
sent, that is to say, after the same manner in which 
our Lord was sent. They are se_nt to do the thing He 
h d to do. They are sent to do it the way He did it. 

-- APPLY: If we are attempting to tell our nation, our city 
or our friends about Christ simply because we want to, 
we would have every reason to lack confidence. BUT 
we can tell our nation confidently because we are 
sent BY CHRIST! -- not by ourselves, or our church, 
or our denomination, but by Christ! 

-- ILL US: 2 5 years ago there was no Southern Baptist 
church in northern Nevada, an area of about 40,000 
square miles. But a Southern Baptist layman in the 
gas drilling business moved to a town in the area. 
He could not find a church there that taught the Bible V 
in the way he was accustomed. And he felt he was 
there for a purpose--that he had been sent there by 
Christ. So he started .services in his home. A church 
was later organized and its outreach resulted in the 
establishment of four other churches and five missions. 
All because a business man told others about Christ 
confidently, knowing he was sent there by Christ. 

2. Because You Are Empowered by the Holy Spirit 
-- vs. 22 

1 -- Exegesis : William Barclay points out that " ... when 
the Holy Spirit comes upon the church, she is 
reawakened and recreated for her task. 11 (p. 318) 



The presence of and empowering by the Holy Spirit 
always produces confidence and courage. 

-- Note: The symbolic action of Christ's breathing 
on them reminds us of the creation story when God 
breathed into man "the breath of life and man became 
- ~·v...,in.,.., g ul ." It was this one action of God that 
turned a corpse into a living soul. And the one 
action required to tum a spiritual corpse -- be it 
of a local church or an individual Christian -- into 
a living, vibrant, confident, witnessing soul is the 
breath of the Holy Spirit within us! 

IV. RESP.ONSIBLY 
--vs. 23 

-- Exegesis: ['he gospel is in the hands of us who have 
experienced its saving power. It is deposited in us. 
If we bind it on earth by not proclaiming it, heaven has 
already decreed that there is no other way by which men 
can be saved. But if we loose the gospel on earth by 
proclaiming it, heaven has already decreed that those 
who hear it and believe it will have their sins II remitted. " 
This is a tremendous responsibility that rest on our 
shoulders! 

We dare not attempt to tell our nation the story of 
Christ in an irresponsible manner. Eternal destinies are 
at stake and we are God's one line of communication 
between God's message from heaven and the desperate 
needs of men on earth! 

-- Note: Last year about 170,000 foreign students were 
in the U.S.; this year 220,000 are expected. When 
they return to their own countries as educators, 
diplomats, business executives, and engineers, what 
impressions of America will they carry? Will they have 
experienced the warm friendshtp of genuine Christians? 
Let us not be guilty of missin9 this God-given 
opportunity of being "foreign missionaries" at home! 

This is so great an opportunity that we must handle 
it responsibly. We ourselves must witness and we must 
give so that our Home Missionaries in their particular 
ministry can re9ch those whom we cannot reach. 
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--ILLUS : Our Home Mission Board provides a 
ministry called Youth and Family Services. 

V Jean Rozema serves as director of this service in 
Newport News, Virginia. She recounts: "An 
attractive seventeen-year-old girl was due to appear 
in court on forgery charges and for being beyond 
parental control. She came from a home where the 
father was dead and the mother had a serious alcohol 
problem. I learned about the young woman and helped 
place her in a foster home. Through the influences 
of this Christian home, the girl became active in a 
Baptist church. Her school grades improved. During 
the summer she volunteered to work three days a week 
in a cerebral palsy camp. Eventually she returned 
home to live with her mother until she finished high 
school. state that the love and influence of a 
Christian foster home cannot be measured." 

Jean Rozema saw an opportunity to tell a confused 
teenager about God's love and she did so responsibly! 

We J,,~ Gro ,,,1 /J.t w ..s For<_ 1/YI -1 "<, c ~ --~ /Ve.w.s 
CONCLUSION: 1 • PAabout God 1 s 
love and his offer of salvation through ~is son j Jesus . 
Christ? ¥-0u tell a natien- We.. .S/,;1r~e 711 ,.:. G-o06' Ai'ew.r • 

1. Fearlessly 
2. Joyfully 
3. Confidently, and 
4. Responsibly 
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