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THE GREATEST DAY IN HISTORY 

INTRO: The greatest day in history just must be the day on 
which our Lord was resurrected! For it affirmed that J e s us 
truly was the Son of God. It marked )Iis complete triumph 
over Satan, sin, and death. It assured salvation to all who 
receive Jesus as Saviour. And it is the foundation stone 
upon which rests our confidence in our final resurrection 
from the dead at the Lord's return. 

The Christian gospel rests upon three giant pillars: 
Jesus' virgin birth; His VTC,,f(UOO~ death; and His V :u:,TOR:r:.ous 
resurrection. Remove any one of these and the entire 
structure falls. It is little wonder, therefore, that the 
seasons of the year which commemorate these events are of 
the highest sacredness in every Christian's heart. 

There is so much to be learned from the post 
resurrection appearances of Christ. (Hobbs, pg. 279) 

No single Evangelist records all ten appearances of 
Jesus following Hi s r e surrection: Matthew, two;~' four; 
~' four;~' f i v e; and ..e.a.u.,l, four. It is of interest, 
therefore, that Luke,,.the nhysician-scientist-historian, 

. :.4,tC,,!':S-.E 
leads the group in~he~number of these appearances. (Hobbs, 
pg. 3 52) ~e~r, f 

The first of tHe ~e ten resurrection appearances is 
recorded by Mark, Luke, and John. Let's read the account as 
written by John. 

SCRIPTURE: John 20:1-18 (Pew Bible pgs. 940-941) 

I. A WRONG REPORT 
x --John 20:1-2 

-:~ "The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene 
~ when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and 
seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre." 

No one ever loved Jesus so much as Mary Magdalene. 
Luke tells us that out of her there had gone seven 
devils. Jesus had done something for Mary that no one 
else could ever do, and Mary could never forget. 
Tradition has always had it that Mary was a scarlet 

· sinner, whom Jesus reclaimed and forgave and urified. 
It was always the custom in Palesti ne to visit the 

tomb of a loved one for three days after the body had 
been laid in the tomb . They believed that for three 
days the spirit of the dead person hovered and wa ited 
round the tomb; and that only after that did the s pirit 
depart. Jesus' friends could not come to the tomb on 
the Sabbath, because to make the journey on the Sabbath 
day would have been to break the law. 



I. A WRONG REPORT 

\ so it was on 
Sunday morning that Ma ry came ti,rs.t;. £ the tomb. She 
came very early. The word that is used for early is 

That word was the technical word for the last of 
the four watches into which the night was divided, the 
watch which ran from 3 a.m. to 6 a.m. (Barclay, pgs. 
308-309) 

_ With spices a nd 
perfume in her hand, s he was intent upon anoint i ng the 
body. 

When Mary reached the Garden, a soft radianc e 
shone from the tomb. The stone had been rolled away; 
the grave was vacated . (Elson, pgs. 19-21) 

.,_ __ She was soc e a n amazed. Tombs in ancient 
times were not common l y closed by doors. In f r on t of 
the opening there ran a groove in the ground; and in 
the groove there ran a stone, circular like a 
cartwheel; and the stone was wheeled into position to 
form a door. Further , Matthew tells us that the 
authorities had actua l ly sealed the stone to make sure 
tha t no one would move it. Mary was astonished to f ind 

o e o e 
Two things must have entered her mind. She may 

have thought that the Jews had taken away Jesus' body; 
that, not satisfied wi th killing Him on a cross, they 
were inflicting further indignities on His dead body. 
But also one of the g r immest features of ancient crime 
was that there were those who made it their bus ine ss to 
rob tombs. And Mary may have thought that the t omb had 
been broken into and t he body of Jesus desecra t ed. 
(Barclay, pg. 309) 

--vs. "Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, 
and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith 
unto them, (~ hey have taken away the Lord out of the 
sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him !'" 

--NOTE: The sight of t he rolled-away rock, instead of 
· spiring her with joy , awakens a horrible suspic ion. 

REP"/n-+_ "They have taken away the Lor out of the 
sepui chre." That was a wrong report! Like we s o often 
do, Mary drew the wrong conclusion. 

--Bridge: Although Pet er and John received a wrong 
report they made a right response. 
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I. A WRONG REPORT 

II. A RIGHT RESPONSE 
~--crohn 20:3-10 

--NOTE: When the two disciples hear this news they both 
take off running for the tomb to find out what might 
have happened. But 'the other disciple ou ran Pete.r," 
ot becaus£ he was ~o nge or stronger necessarily, but 

because he is the one who ved more. It is love that 
brings the isciple to the tomb f' e, as it d rew Mary 
to the tomb earl ....., He does not "go in." but st~ 
down at the entranfe,... and "peeps in" seeing nothing but 
the linen cloths. Obviously there is no body here. 

It is Peter, impulsive and courageous as ever, who 
goes in all the way and sees the grave clothes lying 
there neatly, all in place. (Ogilvie, pg. 282) 

The grave clothes were not dishevelled and 
disarranged; they were lying there still in their 
folds--that is what the Greek means--the clothes for 
the body where the body had been; the napkin where the 
head had lain. The whole point of the description is 
that the grave clothes did not look as if they had been 
put off or taken off; they were lying there in their 
regular folds as if the body of Jesus had s~ply 
e gor._aEed out of them and left them lying . .> The sight 
suddenly penetrated to John's mind; he realized what 
had happened--and he believed.y. (Barclay, pgs. 310-311) 

--vs. 8' en went in as that otner disciple, wni~.)1 
came first t:O tfie ~epulchre, an~ u=- Sa'W, and believed." 

--Tlie Power of Unconscious Influence: Influencea by 
Peter's boldness John also entered tne ... ) :And "he 
~, and believed" (v. 8). The word ~---~ iden is 
different from the word used for Peter seeing 
(theore ill ). This latter word means to see with the ~ 
But the former word means to see with understanding... 
Peter saw no more than John did as John glanced into 
the tomb. But when he entered and saw what Peter had 
seen, he saw it through the eyes of understanding . 

.)rhus he believed that this was no grave robbery but a 
.-.--=b=odily re urre-~·~ ...... 

John was the first of the Eleven to believe the 
resurrection, and t h e ~ one who believed before He 
saw Jesus alive. Indeed, he was the first person to 
believe it without some supernatural demonstration. 
The other women had seen the angels. John's believing 
without seeing may be reflected in ~0:29b "Blessed are 
they that have not seen, and yet have believed.' Jesus 
spoke these words. And John was careful to record 
them. He cherished the fact that he had believed 
without seeing Jesus outside the tomb. 

Even though John believed, he was charitable 
toward Peter's lack of_11nderstandin .fi2iiii. e no e 
that the apostles did not really know or comprehend the 
Scripture that Jesus must rise from the dead ( vs. 9). 
Jesus had repeatedly told them. But they had heard 
without understanding. This is within itself one of 
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I. A WRONG REPORT 
II. A RIGHT RESPONSE 

the strongest arguments for Jesus' bodily resurrection. 
Psychologically the disciples could not have fabricated 
this story. It was contrary to all of their 
expectations. (Hobbs, pg. 281) 

--The Importance of Love: The part that love plays in 
this story is extraordinary. It was Mar, who loved 
Jesus so much, who was 1rst at the t mo. It was J ohn, 
the disci2le whom Jesus loved, and who loved Jesus, who 
was t n Resurree tion. 

--ILLUS· Once a young artist broug9 t a picture of 1 

Jesus, which he had painted, ta Dore for his verdict 
upon it. Dore was slow to give it; but at last he gave 
it in one sentence: "You don't love Him, or you would 

H......v-e-~ ~ ~.,. -1,AA!--~ . 
paint Him better." ,~ A· ~ 

p~ ~ µ._,;,,.,, ~ ~ ~ tJv,.,-- - ! 

and sa unto them I 
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Avd)--Mar]r. 16: 6b-7a "Come see the place w12_~!~ .lt 1J E:½"" l a i d, Him <' 11 .• 
- -- . . . Go tell His disc i ples." ~ 7~ ',/ /h,o--~ ~ 

--"COME SEE--GO TELL!" That wast~ request Christ made 
of these women. It is the request He makes of u s 
today. And it is a "Reasonable Request!" 

f --vss. 11-15 
--NOTE: Mary had come back to the tomb; she had taken 
her message to Peter and John, and then she must h ave 
been left behind in their race to the tomb, and, by the 
time she got there, they were gone. So she stood there 
weeping. (Barclay, pg. 312) 

She, like Peter, had not yet believed that Jesus 
was raised. And as 's was weeping' she suddenl y 
stooped and glanced ins i de the tomb. She saw t wo 
angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other 
at the feet, where Jesus' body 'naa Been lying". It 
had been lying there, but was there no longer. 

In reply to their question as to why she was 
weeping, she said, "Because they have taken away my 
Lord, and know not where they have laid him'.' (v. 13) . 
She apparently was not frightened at the angel s ' 
presence as the other women had been. Due to her tear~ 
blinded eyes, she evidently thought that they were 
two men. 



I. 
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III. 

A WRONG REPORT 
A RIGHT RESPONSE 
A REASONABLE REQUEST 5 

With this she turned away from the tomb (v. 14). 
And there before her stood Jesus! But she did not 
recognize Him. Was this because of a changed 
appearance? Apparently not. Again we may assume that 
it was because of her tears..> Jesus asked, 'Woman, why 
eepest thou?' " vs. 15). Still Mary did not recognize 

Jesus' voice. Perhaps in her grief she was hardly 
listening. Supposing that He was the gardner, she 
said, 'Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where 
thou hast laid him, and I will take him away." Hoping 
against hope she thought that maybe the empty t omb wa s 
not a grave robbery after all. Perhap~ for some reason 
the gardner had simply moved the body . ...>If only he 
would tell her where, she would take the body away and 
give Her Lord a permanent burial. 

Such love could not be denied. So Jesus then 
spoke her name. Mary, " He evidently did so with 
great tenderness a s He had often done before. And Mary 
recognized His voice . And as she whirled about she 
said, ~ anl!on i " "My Teacher! " 

With this Mary evidently threw herself at Jesus' 
feet and embraced them (:v:s. 17)~ For Jesus said, "top 
clinging to me" "For I am not yet ascended t my 
[ the J Father: but go 1:o my brethren.,._._ 

The familiar rendering of the King James Version 
"ouch m~ not causes some difficulty in interpreta
tion. For later Jesus permitted, even invited, the 
disciples to touch Him. 

Robertson renders Jesus' prohibition as •fc e ase 
clinging to me. " ~ -ne,-e::i-el:re=-r:r'E!"r,;::~m~ :{:s;>cr-i:,or:~~rt 
"t;ens,,e.lfolff~~ ~e eEs te,-.-r:i:e.=ira • ...qi0~ ~ - ~ a 
to continue clinging t o Him, but was to bear_.-=~~--, 
message to the apostl e s. his is suggestiv.:aWll"9'fi" 
are not simply to linger abou es rine of 
resurrection, but are to go declaring the fact o f i t. 
Before His ascension Jesus will give several commis
sions to this effect. Indeed, the substance of the 
angels' message immed i ately after the ascension is that 
instead of standing gazing after Jesus they are to go 
and proclaim the gospel, including the assurance of His 
promised return ( ees ). (Hobbs, 2gs. 282 -
283} is a "Reasonable Request." 

--~wo Reasons Why Mary Did Not Recognize Jesus: 

1. She could not recognize Him because of her tears. 
Her tears blinded her eyes so that she c ould not 
see. 
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A WRONG REPORT 
A RIGHT RESPONSE 
A REASONABLE REQUEST 

--APPLY: When we lose a dear one, one whom we 
1 1oved, there is a lways sorrow in our hearts, and 

1 tears shed or uns hed in our eyes. But there is 
one thing that we must always remember--at such a 
time our sorrow is in essence a selfish sorrow. 
It is of our lone liness, our sorrow, our loss, our 

Vdesolation, that we are thinking. We cannot be 
weeping for one who has gone to be the guest of 
God. It is for ourselves we weep. That is 
natural and inevitable. But, at the same time, we 
muse neVaer all ow o tears to blind us to the 
glory of heave a na of eternal l i f e. Tears there 
must be, but through the tears we must glimpse the 
glory. 

She could recognize Jesus because she insisted 
·_o~n~f~a~c~i=n"-q....__1=· =n~~~w~r~oc..=n~g---=d=i=r'--'e~c~t~i~o~n. Sn e could not 
take here e tomb, and she had her back 
to Jesus. 

--APPLY; is so with us. At such a 
time our eyes are upon the cold earth of the 
grave. u we mus~ wrenc our eyes away from 

a =e:-r- hat is not where our loved ones are; the 
real person is i n the heavenly places in the 
fellowship of Jes us face to face, and in the glory 
of God. 

When sorrow comes tous ,- we must never let 
tears blind our eyes to glory; and we must never 
fasten our eyes upon the grave and forget the 
heavens. (Barclay, pg. 313) 

--~---
--NOTE: In the g r eatest moments of life words are 

few. Jesus said 'Mary '; she said, ' Ma ste,r '. The 
good shepherd cal leth his own sheep by ~ , . 
and ehe sheep follow him, for they know his yoiceJ 

... , , Tod1.y ~ CA.lb you I? NAA1 £ ,. . ';f/t II 'lo"' 
Re.5pwJ by cAt{'mf H-i'nfl& "/l4-51e~ Jt 
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--vs. 18 "Mary Magdalene came and told the disc i
ples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had 
spoken these things unto her." 

- -NOTE: A CfM ~t ¾8f.l~ essentially one who c a n 
say: " I have se~n the 'Gord." Christi anity d oes 
not mean know~ out Jesus; it means knowing 

'> 

Somewhere I heard of a great cathedral in Europe whose 

prized stained-glass window was shattered in a winter's tempest. 
The sexton collected all the pieces and stored them away · n a large 
box in the cathedral's crypt. Two years later a famed.artisan, pass

ing through the area, heard of the accident and saw the boarded

up window. He took the box from storage, worked in secret, and 

skillfully reset every bit of colored glass into a design of his choice. 
On Easter Sunday, the window was unveiled. It was an image of 

the glorified Savior far more stunning and beautiful than even the 

origin window. 

The rd takes all the shards of ou!_gw1rosraoces and~ses 
th~ focro ao image of Christ within us so we roighwdl-oct 
His character and rejoice in His goodness. It happens through the 

genius of divine foreknowledge, foreordination, justification, call

ing, and glorification, which summarizes for us the entire scope 

aJ}d sweep of salvation. He does it because He cares for you. He • 
loves us reely an B loves you deeply. 

If He went to the extremes of Calvary, willingly offering His 

only begotten Son, will He not also freely give us everything else 

e d a s 

: was 

~on' s 
that 

:lkirch 

dk irch 



MORNING WORSHIP 

April 4, 1999 

An Offering of Music 
Hymn 159 

Linda Bratcher 
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 

Jerold McBride 
We Welcome Glad Easter 

Morning Prayer 
Hymn 168 

We Welcome You Ronnie Laughlin 
440 In the Presence of the Lord 

(As the chorus is sung, children ages 4 & 5, grades 1-3 
are invited to join the Pastor on the platform steps.) 

A Time for Children Jerold McBride 

Hymn 360 Easter People, Raise Your Voices 
The Ministry of Prayer Larry Shotwell 
Worship in Song Sanctuary Choir 

"Hallelujah " from Messiah Handel 

Message Jerold McBride 
The Greatest Day In History 

John 20:1-18 - Pew Bible pages 940-941 

Hymn of Commitment 318 
The Nail-Scarred Hand 

Offertory Music The Praise Team 
Was It a Morning Like This Marsh 

Sharing Commitments Lance Herrington 
Prayer of Thanksgiving Buddy Tawater 

**DEACONS OF THE WEEK** 
Ed Pape & Bob Rowland 

Guests are invited to visit with the Pastor in the library 
following the morning service. Go through the door 

by the organ. 



The Greatest Day In History 
John 20:1-18 EASTER Sardis Baptist 

The Christian gospel rests upon three pillars: Jesus' 
virgin birth; His vicarious death; and His victorious resurrec
tion. 

I. A WRONG REPORT--John 20:1-2 
~ ER REPORT: "They have taken away the Lord out of the 

sepulchre." We like Mary draw the wrong conclusion. 
Although Peter and John received a wrong report, they 
made a right response. 

11. A RIGHT RESPONSE--John 20:3-10 
• vs. 8 The Power of Unconscious Influence 

"Then went in that other disciple also." 

• The Importance of Love: Because of their love for Jesus, 
Mary was the first at the tomb and John was the first to 
believe. 

111. A REASONABLE REQUEST--John 20:11-18 
--Mark 16:6b-7a "Come see the place where they laid Him 

. . . Go tell His disciples." 
This is the "Reasonable Request" He makes of us today. 

Why Mary Did Not Recognize Jesus: 
1. Because of her tears. 
2. Because she could not take her eyes off the tomb. 
It's important not to know about Jesus but to know Him. 

P--------------------~ I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

The Christ of East.er will cause threatening forces to 
retreat the moment you make Him the Lord of you~ 

life. And "the greatest day in history" can make thrs 
day the greatest day in your lift! 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I L--------------------~ 

HOW TO RECEIVE CHRIST 
AS YOUR SAVIOR 

What must I do to be saved? 
CONFESS that you have sinned. "For all have sinned." 

(Romans 3:23a) 

ACKNOWLEDGE the seriousness of sin. "For the wages 
(result) of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." (Romans 6:23) 

REALIZE that Christ died for you. "But God proved His love 
to us, in that, while we were yet sinners Christ died for us." 

(Romans 5:8) 

BELIEVE that Christ can save you. "Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and you will be saved." (Acts 16:31) 

ASK Christ to save you right now. "For whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord (ask the Lord) shall be saved." 
(Romans I 0: 13) 

How To Join Sardis Baptist 

During the hymn ot commitment, simply come to the front 
where the pastor is standing. Tell him or one of the other 
ministers you would like to join in one of the following ways: 

BY PROFESSION OF FAITH AND BAPTISM - If you 
are receiving Christ as your personal Savior and are willing to 
share your faith by baptism, you may join in this manner. 

BY TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP - If you are a member 
of another Baptist church, we will have your membership 
transferred to our church. 

BY STATEMENT - If you have accepted Christ as your 
personal Savior and have been baptized by immersion as a 
symbol of your conversion, you may join by simply stating this 
fact to the pastor or another minister. 

BY BAPTISM - If you have accepted Christ as your personal 
Savior but have never been baptised by immersion, you may 
join as a candidate for baptism. 




