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SCRIPTURE: 

CHRIST'S CRY OF TRIUMPH 

John 19 = 30 P.e..w e,1,1t_ q 't"o 
IJ"l~c,e,s-f 

INTRO: TH! PKEtt:JdJ5 TWO WOl!.RJoF'f, FOCUSED ON THE TRAGEDY 
OF THE CROSS, WE TURN NOW TO ITS TRIUMPH. IN HIS 
WORDS, "MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN 
ME?" WE HEARD THE SAVIOUR'S CRY OF DESOLATION; 
IN HIS WORDS "I THIRST" WE LISTENED TO HIS CRY OF 
LAMENTATION; NOW THERE FALLS UPON OUR EARS HIS 
CRY OF JUBILATION - "IT IS FINISHED . " FROM THE 
WORDS OF THE VICTIM E TURN NOW TO THE WORDS OF THE 
VICTOR. IT IS PROVERBIAL THAT EVERY CLOUD HAS ITS 
SILVER LINING: SO HAD THE DARKEST CLOUD OF ALL. 
THE CROSS OF CHRIST HAS TWO GREAT SIDES TO IT: IT 
SHOWED THE RROFOUND DEPTHS OF HIS HUMILIATION, BUT 
IT ALSO MARKED THE GOAL OF THE INCARNATION. 

THIS CRY WAS THE SIXTH WORD THAT CHRIST SPOKE 
FROM THE CROSS. TO THOSE WHO STOOD THERE THAT DAY 
THE WORD HAD MANY MEANINGS. PERHAPS FOR EVERY MAN 
IT HAD A DIFFERENT MEANING. TO THE §QLDIERS IT 
WAS THE END OF A DAY'S WORK. THEIR JOB WAS FINISHED 
AND COULD BE FORGOTTEN, AS A HUNDRED OTHER CRUCI 
FIXIONS HAD BEEN. TO ~ IT MEANT SORROW AND GRIEF , 
FOR HER SON WAS DEAD. TO PJ~T~ IT MEANT THAT, 
ALTHOUGH HIS CONSCIENCE WOULD CONTINUE TO ACCUSE 
HIM, THE THREAT TO HIS AUTHORITY WAS OVER. TO 
ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS ND THE OTHER ,.EELIGIOUS L~AD~ 
IT MEANT THAT THE THREAT TO THE "ESTABLISHMENT" 
WAS OVER. THE UNDERMINING INFLUENCE OF THIS RELIG
IOUS INNOVATOR WAS FINISHED ,, AND THEY COULD RETURN 
TO THE STATUS QUO. TO THE C_&QWP IT MEANT THAT THE 
EXCITEMENT OF THE DAY WAS DONE, AND THEY COULD 
RETURN TO THEIR HOMES AND BUSINESSES AS USUAL. 
TO HIS ENEMIES I MEANT THAT THIS IMPOSTOR WAS 
DEAD I AND THEY COULD _,REJOICE. TO HIS ~ R.J<NOO IT 
MEANT THE END TO THEIR HOPES. THEY HAD HOPED THAT 
HE WAS THE SAVIOUR OF ISRAEL, BUT THIS IS ALL DASHED 
NOW. IT IS FINISHED. THEY COULD GD BACK TO THE I R 
FISHING AND HIDE THEIR SHAME IN GALILEE. 



BUT THIS IS NOT THE CRUCIAL POINT. WHAT DID 
THESE WORDS MEAN TO JESUS? WHAT DID THEY MEAN TO 
THE FATHER? WHAT DO THEY MEAN TO THE DEVOUT BE
LIEVER TODAY? 

I. THEY ARE THE WORDS OF A PROPHET 
1. Who Came to Fulfill Prophecy 

--NOTE: Prophecy is universally recognized 
as one of the supernatural elements of the Bible. 
Someone has beautifully said that "prophecy is the 
olden thread upon which God has strung the divine 

pearls of truth pointing to the Lord Jesus Christ." 
The Lord, Himself, said concerning the Scriptures, 
"These are they that testify of me." He said that 
even Moses wrote of Him. In Genesis, it was de
clared that He would be born of a woman. saiah 
foretold that He would be born of a virgin. 
Jeremiah said He would be called "The Lord, our 
Righteousness," and Micah predicted that He would 
be born in Bethlehem of Judea. 

Te message of every prophet and poet in the 
Old Testament was spoken in honor of Him who cried, 
"It is finished." Centuries before Christ invaded 
history, it had been predicted that He would be of 
the seed of Abraham, the lineage of Isaac, the 
house of Jacob, the tribe of Judah, the stock of 
Jesse and the family of David. Likewise, many 8 
of the details of His death were foretold long Prtf-77 
years before He faced the cross; the alm J-l!J 
abounds in such predictions and descriptions: "My 
God, My God, why has thou forsaken me." 7- 'They 
shoot out the lip, the shake the head, saying, 
He trusted the Lord that he would deliver him." 

\fo"They pierced my hands and feet. "ti' They parted my 
garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture." 

· 700 years before His brith, said, "He was 
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened 
not his mouth. 

SUR FJ.. Y Jesus had these predictions 
and others in His mind when He spoke from the cross 
concerning the matter of completing that which 
He had begun. 
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2. Who Came on a Divine Mission 
--NOTE: A prophet was one who had been called 

and commissioned by God to do a work. Such was the 
task of our Christ . At the age of twel¥e, in the 
Temple , He said , "Wist ye not know that I must be 
about my Father's business ? " (Luke 2:49) . To His 
a~ 2cipJ e~ He said, " My meat is to do the will of him, 
tat sent me, and to fjpjsb his work" (John 4:34) . 
Agaiy E>:s5:§4d , " I came down from heaven, not to do 
mine own wi ll , but the will of Him that sent me" 
(John 6:38 ). In John's gospe l alone the Lord is 
spoke n of as being "sent. " In Gt t ¥se;-g_e He cried, 
"Not my will, but thine, be done :Cue 22:42). 
Now, on the c r oss , this "Prophet" of God cries 
out, "It is ITn i s hed ." He had completed the work 
that the Fat h e r had sent Him to do . 

3 . Who Came t o r oclaint and eveal God 
--NOTE: The prophet also was sent to s eak 

forth for God, to declare His will and purpose , 
to reveal God's nat ure and charact er to sinful men. 
This is what our Christ had done through His life. 
To Philip He declared , "He that hath seen me hath 
s een t he Father" (John 14:9 ). Again ,lQ.gp writes 
concerning Him , "No man hath seen God at an time; 
the only begotten Son ... hath declared h im" (John 
1:18). No lonier need men wonder about God . 
Christ ~=shown Him to be a God of love - "who 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us " (Rom. 5:8). 
Now on the cross Christ cries, "It is finished. " 
A complete revelation has been given, and He 
illustrates it b y His death . 

II. THEY ARE THE WORDS OF A PRIEST 
1. Who Is Our Perfec Priest 

--NOTE: Here on the cross our Saviour assumes 
the roleofthe priest of God - the great High 
Priest. But there is a difference. He is not like 
those of the old dispensation who offered the blood 
of sheep and goats. He offers Himself on the altar 
of Calvary. 

(1) He is Qualified. 
- -NOTE : He is qualified, for He i 

less. John the Baptist had cried, "Behold _ 
of God , which taketh awa y the sin o f t he wor l d" 
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Now He becomes the Lamb without 

spot and blemish. We are not redeemed with cor
ruptible things, such as silver and gold, but by 
the precious blood of Christ Himself. As the writer 
of Hebrews says, "by his own blood he entered in 
once into the holy place" (Hebrews-9 : 12). 

(2) His Sacrifice is Sufficient . 
--NOTE: This sacrifice is sufficient. 

"The b ood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from 1 sin" (I John 1:7). Now Christ cries 
from the altar, "It is finished." There is nothing 
that can be added to it. There is nothing more 
needed for man's forgiveness and redemption. All 
we can, ~'J;i.~~ arts and receive it by 
faith. \.I I I/ 

2. Who Replaces the Old Priesthood System 
- -NOTE: As our Perfect High Priest, Christ 

fµlfills and feplaces all of the types, the cere
monies, rituals and sacrifices of the old Priest
hood system - "It i s fini~d!" 

(1) Tn e Sacrifice. 
- -NO~ : The shed blood of e very sacri

ficial lamb came to full fruition here in Christ's 
sacr i fice. The scapegoat, who bore the sins 
of the people, here found its consummation. 

(2) The Priesthoo. 
- -NOTE : The priesthood itself is done 

away with. ~is finished!" The priest wore 
r of sca r.la t, but Christ's scarlet was in the 

qod He shed as a priest after the order of 
Me , chisedec . The priest wore the n~wes of Israel 
on his shoulder .(Exoa. 28:12), bu"'E r i st "Bore 
our sorrows and carried our griefs." The high 
priest wore a crown of g o l d, but our High Priest 
wore a crown o f tfiornff. T~e high priest could 
ente~ of Ho ies o n ly once a ear, but 
our 1.leS ' 'ever lives to make intercession for 
us.) The priest offered his sacrifices and then 
had to do it again re~edly, but our High Priest 
offered Himself once 7SV~ sins of the world. The 
priest shed the b _ , but our High Priest 
shed His own preci ous blood. 
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- -NOTE: Now the veil of the Temple has 
been rent in two. God reached down from heaven and 
tore it down the middle. No more do men need one 
to intercede for them. We "come boldly unto the 
throne of grace" ourselves. 

"Our FATHER who art in heaven ... " 
'I am the way, the truth and the li{ C ~ ... " 

--NOTE : The aith of all those who went before 
is now vindicated in His perfect sacrifice. Russell 
BradLe~ Jones in his bookl Gold From Golgotha 
(p. 107, , says that all the saints of ages gone 
by - Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, etc. -
were all in heaven on credit. Their redemption had 
not been completely paid for, but God had promised 
it would be. Now as Christ cries out, "It is 
finishea, 11 all of these who looked forward to the 
coming of the Messiah and offered their sacrifices 
in faith can now rejoice. Qhrjst has redeemed them. 
The perfect sacrifice has been offered by their 
perfect priest - the Christ. When the Saviour 
said, "It is finished," God stamped in lette r s 
of red - "Paid in full." 

III. THEY ARE THE WORDS,OF A KING 
1. A King In - ~ 

- - OTE: Never did one look less like a 
king. His crown is a crown of thorns. His scepter 
is a reed. He had no power since He was nailed 
to a tree. He had no throne but a cross. Yet 
when He cried, "It is finished," He spoke as a king. 
This was not a despairing sob nor a word of resig
nation. This was the tremendous shout of a king 
who reigned from a cross. 

--NOTE : PILATE wrote a superscription and 
had it placed over His head on the cross - "The 
King of the Jews." It was written in three lang-
uages for all to behold and read. ames Stalker 
says concerning these languages, "Hebrew is the 
tongue of eligion, Greek that of cultur__e , Latin 
the language of law and government; and Christ was 
declared King in them all." Ml.cah had foretold 
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His kingship - "But thou, Bethlehem •.. out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler 
in Israel" (Mic. 5:2). 

Now He is on His throne. He refused the crowd 
who would have made Him a political King (John 6) 
for His was to be a spiritual reign. Pilate asked 
Him, "Are you King of the Jews?" And Jesus answered 
"My kingship is not of this world but I am a king. 
For this reason: have I come into the world." 

How then was He to become king? The answer 
can be seen in Paul's words, "And being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above every name: that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father" (Phil. 2: 8- 11) . 

What is this "name which is above every 
name"? Revelation 19:16 say s that it is "King of 
Kings and Lord of Lord s ." "It is finished." He 
is now King eterna l ! 

--NOTE: THE THIEF on the cross was the first 
to recognize the Christ as king. He addressed 
Him as king and asked, "Remember me when thou 
comest into thy ingdom . " 

2. A King Vi ctorious 
·-NOTE: The picture is that of a king who 

has gone forth into battle. The enemy has been 
engaged. Victory has been won. Now he returns 
home and faces his sub j ects with the news - "It 
is finished - accomplished." The King of heaven 
h as met the enemy - Satan - in mortal conflict. 
Evil had done its best - or its worst - t o defea t 
the Christ. But instead, Christ is victor. Col. 
2:15 says, "And having spoiled principalities and 
powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing 
over them." This is the King returning i n victory 
leading "captivity captive" (Eph. 4:8). 
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This does not mean that Satan no longer resist s. 
It means the battle has been won and the final 
outcome has been settled. D-Day in World War II . 
meant that the enemy had been defeated. The Nazi 
forces continued to fight, but the final outcome · 
was not in doubt. That had been decided, and it 
was only a matter of time. So it is with the cross 
of Christ and the defeat of Satan. 

The cross then means that "It is finished." 
Love has triumphed over sin. Gracehas triumphed 
over law. Life has triumphed over dea h. Christ 
has triumphed over Satan. And today t 
King upon the throne of this universe. 

CONCLUSION: He is our Prophet, our Priest, our 
King. Let us recognize Him as such and give Him 
the honor and glory due His name. 

All hail the pow'r of Jesus' name! 
Let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him ... Lord of all. 

p 1;t,J :ts f/ f:;) l 
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CHRIST'S CRY OF TRIUMPH 

USED: FBC, San Angelo, TX 3/27/83 p.m/X'J..V.~IJ..418,. 1 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

Sunday Morning Sermon Notes 
March 23, 1997 

CHRIST'S CRY OF TRIUMPH 
John 19:30 -Pew Bible page 940 

The triumphant cry of Christ on the Cross was, "It is 
1, finished!" What did these words mean to Jesus? What did 
11 they mean to the Father? What do they mean to the devout 
11 believer today? 
~ --- ~ 

I. THEY ARE THE WORDS OF A Prop he .. + 
1. Who Came to Fulfill p rop he.c!j 

r:> Prophecy is the 8 D Id€ n + b r e.g d upon which 
God has strung the divine pearls of f ru. t b pointing 
to the Lord Jesus Christ." 

2. Who Came on a D ,·vi O «::_ fVl ,·s s ;nl'\) 

r:> A prophet was one who had been CA LLED and 
co mm 1s.s 1ooed by God to do a work. 

3. Who Came to LRDCLA.,f\1 and RcvEAL.. God 

r:> John 14:9 "Christ declared, "He that hath seen me hath 
seen the f: A Ttf F=. R " 



II. THEY ARE THE WORDS OF A kJ~)G,. 
1. Who Is Our H~ c£e ut Priest 

c> The difference between Christ and the Priests of the old 
dispensation is that Christ offered hims elf 
(1) He is ~va.L· g ,' ed 

c> Christ is qualified because He is 5 t n f e 5 5 
(2) His Sacrifice is Su £-£ ic. i-ea t 

2. Who Replaces the Old :Pr ~e st ho0cl System 
(1) The Sq,cr i +\ c e 

(2) The Pc c es± hoocl 

(3) The way to God 

III. THEY ARE THE WORDS OF A K1 03 
1. A King Iocoj n:fo 

c> Hebrew is the language of r e l ,'% ia n 
c> Greek is the language of C v L + u r :e,, 

c> Latin is the language of law a~d 5overome nt--
11* Christ was declared to be K, !:7j in all three 

languages! 

2. A King v ,cioc I Q US 

c> This does not mean that Satan no longer resists. It means 
the battle has been \ -NQQ and the final outcome has 
been s etl;L(;:d ! 

c> Love has triumphed over S I n ! 
c> Grace has triumphed over l g_,w ! 
c> Life has triumphed over d ea.tb ! 
11• Christ has triumphed over Sa_ ia.n ! 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

Sunday Morning Sermon Notes 
March 23, 1997 

CHRIST'S CRY OF TRIUMPH 
John 19:30 -Pew Bible page 940 

The triumphant cry ot Christ on the Cross was, "It is 
finished!" What did these words mean to Jesus? What did 
they mean to the Father? What do they mean to the devout 
believer today? 

I. THEY ARE THE WORDS OF A ___ _ 
1. Who Came to Fulfill ____ _ 

c:> Prophecy is the __________ upon which 

God has strung the divine pearls of ____ pointing 

to the Lord Jesus Christ." 

2. Who Came on a _________ _ 

c:> A prophet was one who had been _____ and 
________ by God to do a work. 

3. Who Came to _____ and ____ God 

c:> John 14:9 "Christ declared, "He that hath seen me hath 
seen the _____ _ ,, 



II. THEY ARE THE WORDS OF A ___ _ 
1. Who Is Our _____ Priest 

The difference between Christ and the Priests of the old 
dispensation is that Christ offered ____ _ 
(1) He is ___ _ 

c:> Christ is qualified because He is ____ _ 
(2) His Sacrifice is _____ _ 

2. Who Replaces the Old ______ System 
(l)The ___ _ 

(2)The ___ _ 

(3) The way to __ _ 

III. THEY ARE THE WORDS OF A ___ _ 
1. A King ___ _ 

c:> Hebrew is the language of ____ _ 
c:> Greek is the language of ____ _ 
c:> Latin is the language of law and _____ _ 
11 • Christ was declared to be _____ in all three 

languages! 

2. A King _____ _ 

c:> This does not mean that Satan no longer resists. It means 
the battle has been ___ and the final outcome has 
been ____ _ 

c:> Love has triumphed over __ _ 
c:> Grace has triumphed over ___ ! 
c:> Life has triumphed over ! 
11• Christ has triumphed over ___ _ 




