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CHRIST'S PROVISION FOR HIS MOTHER 

SCRIPTURE ~ John 19:26-27 

INTRO: WE STAND AT CALVARY. WE SEE OUR CHRIST 
ON THE CROSS. HE HAS ASKED FOR FORGIVENESS FOR 
OTHERS. HE HAS GRANTED FORGIVENESS TO ONE WHO 
REPENTED. TIME PASSES, AND THE SUFFERING AND 
AGONY INCREASE. THE HEil OF THE DAY IS INTENSE. 
THE PAIN OF THE WOUNDS IS UNBEARABLE. THE CROWD 
IS STILL JEERING AND DERIDING. THE DISCIPLES 
HAVE FORSAKEN HIM AND FLED. 

THERE BENEATH THE CROSS, WATCHING ALL OF THIS, 
WAS MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS. SHE WAS ONE OF 
THE WOMEN OF GALILEE WHO CAME UP WITH HIM TO 
JERUSALEM. SHE HAD SPENT THENIGHT OF HIS AGONY 
IN A SLEEPLESS SORROW. SHE WAS AT THE DOOR OF 
PILATE'S JUDGMENT HALL EARLY THAT MORNING. SHE 
MINGLED WITH THE GREAT COMPANY WHICH FOLLOWED 
HIM IN THE WAY. SHE HEARD THE WAILING OF THE 
WOMEN OF JERUSALEM AND SAW THE NAILS DRIVEN THROUGH 
HIS HANDS AND FEET. 

AT FIRST SHE MUST HAVE STOOD ONLY ON THE OUT
SKIRTS OF THE CROWD. AS THE DAY WORE ON, HOWEVER, 
THE STREAM OF PASSERS-BY CEASED; THE SOLDIERS 
SAT DOWN TO CAST THEIR DICE AND PASS THE HOURS 
OF WAITING; THE PRIESTS AND SCRIBES FELL BACK 
INTO THE SHADE. IT WAS THEN THAT MARY, JOHN, 
AND THE WOMEN DREW NEAR, UNTIL THEY STOOD BY THE 
CROSS AND HEARD WITH THRILLED HEARTS HIS WORDS 

r 

OF RECOGNITION AND CARE - HIS WORDS OF AFFECTION. 
SUSPENDED BETWEEN EARTH, WHICH HAD OPENLY 

REJECTED HIM, AND HEAVEN, WHICH HAD SEEMINGLY 
FORSAKEN HIM, HE REMEMBERS HIS MOTHER, MARY OF 
NAZARETH. HEAR HIM AS HE SAYS, "WOMAN, BEHOLD 
THY SON- . . BEHOLD THY MOTHER." THE FIRST WORD 
FROM THE CROSS WAS ADDRESSED TO HIS FATHER. THIS 
THIRD WORD IS ADDRESSED TO HIS MOTHER. THIS WAS 
CHRIST'S PROVISION FOR HIS MOTHER. 



I. THE MOTHER WHO SORROWED 
--John 19:25 [READ] 

1. The ~lace of Her Sorrow 
--Vs 25a 
- -NOTE: His disciples were conspicuous by 

their absence. The one person in all that hetero,,
geneous crowd most deeply moved, beyond any doubt, 
was Mary, the mother ,of Jesus. How like a mother 
for her to be present! Having uttered a prayer of 
forgiveness for His enemies, and having honored 
the request of the penitent dying thief, Jesus was 
now read~ to turn His face toward her and those 
sorrowing with her. Their hearts must have beat 
rapidly as they gazed upon Him. Will He see them? 
Will He have a final word for them? They surely 
listened intently when He spoke, singling out two 
members of that little sympathetic group, His 
mother and His disciple. 

--NOTE: She stood by the cross. Her heart 
must have broken within her. She may have quest
ioned, but surely she never doubted. However, she 
also did not understand. 

Like the brothers of Christ, she had not grasped 
all that was involved in the Incarnation. From the 
beginning she had had all the wonderful promises 
connected with her Son. There was the promise 
pf the angel Gabriel, that "He shall be great, and 
sh'all be called the Son of the Highest" (Luke 1:32). 
There was the message of the,angel to the shepherds 
of the birth of "a Saviour which is Christ the Lord" 
(Luke 2:11), and there was the promise of the angel 
to Joseph that her Son "Shall save his people from 
their sins" (Matt. 1:21). These divine promises 
had all foretold something of the wondrous nature 
of the Child that was to be given to her and of 
the marvelous mission in store for Him. 

Ehe receives Christ's provision for her because 
she "Stood by the Cross of Jesus." 

God grant that we shall be found faithful. God 
grant that it be said of us, "They stood by the 
Cross of Jesus." 
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2. The Prophecy of Her Sorrow 
--NOTE: What she experienced was a ful

fillrnentc:)°fSi meon ' s prapbecy - Mary had presented 
J esus in the Temple, as the law required. It was 
then she had been met with the prediction of 
Si meon that,::, " a sword shall pier ce t hrough thy 
own soul" (Luke 2:35). It was a startling prophecy 
that the Child, of whom such great things had been 
foretold, should bring sorrow to her. Early in 
His l i fe. however, Mary began to realize something 
of the t ~uth of the prophecy. When she was e xer
cising a perfectly natural authority, on the 
occasion when Christ at the age of twelve remained 
behind in Jerusalem instead of joining the cara
van home, she met with that stranqe rebuke, "wist 
y e not that I must be about my Father's business?" 
(Luke 2:49). 

Later on, when His publ ic ministLy had just 
begun and she was preparing to act with Hirn to 
meet the need which had arisen at the wedding 
fe as t at Cana, she met with that further rebuff, 
"Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour 
isnot yet come" (John 2:4). Whatever else t here 
was in these statements of our Lord to His mother, 
there was a distinct intimation that He knew the 
work which the Father had given Hirn to do and that 
the work was to be done by Himself, without inter
ference or direction even of His mother. 

It was a gjffjc11 )t pasjtion for anyone in the 
position of that devout mother. She did not full~ 
understand her Son, but hwile she did not grasp 
the way in which His work was to be accomplished, 
she always believed in Hirn. Therefore , when the 
hour of trial came, and when the agony of the 
cross arrived, and when the hope of her life seemed 
going out, she was there, faithful unto d eath . 
"All the disciples fors ook him and f J.ed," but 
Hi s mother, "Stood by the cros s " (J ohn 19:25). 

This sacrifice of Mary has been sensitively 
conceived by ,Holman Hu nt in one of his pa i nting. 
In it we see the carpenter's shop at Nazareth. 
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Jesus stands at His bench with uplifted arms, 
as though in a moment of aspiration, and Mary, 
behind Him, sees the shadow o f His arms cast o n the 
wal l before Him - the shadow of a cross. That 
shadow had now became a reaJity-

*ow the sword of sorrow and gr i ef is piercing 
hereart. The growds are jeering, the ~o l diers 
are callous and indifferent, the Saviour is bleed
ing, dying - and there is Mary beholding the mock
ery . There was nothing wild, nothing extravagant 
in it - no outcry, no fainting - and yet, there 
was no sorrow like hers. 

3. The Power For Her Sorrow 
--Earlier Mary had experienced sorrow for 

her son (Luke 2:48b " ... behold thy father and 
I have sought thee sorrowing"). 

--NOTE: ,JiQW could such sorrow; be borne? 
It was because of her submission to God. 

Wber God made kpgwp to b@T that she was to 
conceive and bear a Son of the Holy Spirit, she 
knew that it meant gossip, misunderstanding, a nd 
cruel taunts. But she said, "Behold the handmaid 
of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word" 
(Luke 1:38). She willingly submitted herself to 
her God and His will. 

Unlike so many mothers there is no reason for 
sorrow in Mary's heart because o f a son's wasted 
life or sinful indulgence. How many mothers go 
to their grave with broken hearts because of a 
rebell i ous son or daughter, heaven only knows. 
But there is no cause here, for she knew that her 
Son was innocen t and d i d not deserve death. 

She willingly s ubmits Him to God's will and 
Christ's purpose. Again, how unlike so many mothers 
who want to plan a nd regulate their children's 
lives. Many a son has ki.d his heart broken by a 
p arent who r e belled when the Lord called him into 
Hi s serv ice. Don't feel sorry for those P,arents 
whose missionary sons lie buried in the heart of 
South Ame r ica, killed by the natives. Rather grievE 
for those parents who refuse to allow (or fail to 
encourage) their sons to go to take their place. 
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Or even more, grieve for those parents whose sons 
and daughters have stayed home and broken their 
hearts ... 

II. THE SON WHO SUFFERED 
1. The Concern He Showed 

--NOTE: Now we turn to the ceptral figpre 
It is theehrist. not Mary, who is pre-eminent 
and let us never forget it. At a t i me when al h 
thought, seemingly, would be centered on self, 
in the midst of suffering and agony, He looks 
down from the cross into the face of His mother. 
Can you imagine the thoughts , that must have flood
ed His mind? He sees again His home in Nazareth. 
He hears the soothing voice of Mary as she sings 
her lullaby to Hirn and retells the stories of 
God's Word. He feels the tender care of His 
mother's arms about Hirn. He senses again the 
pangs of sorrow and misunderstanding that were 
hers during His ministry. 

But now that is over , and He looks to the 
f uture . Joseph is dead; she is a widow. None 
of the other children are disciples. She is aloe
no one to care for her. With a heart of love and 
tenderness He says, "Woman, behold thy son," 
indicating John who stood b y . Go with John; he 
will care for you now. Your future is secure. 

2. The Example He Set 
--NOTE: Christ here is setting a wonder

ful e x ample. The words which God Himself gave 
to Moses on Mount Sinai have never been repealed. 
They are in force as long as the world lasts -
"Honor thy father and mother" (Exod. 20:12). 
Paul reemphasized this in Eph. 6:12, "Children, 
obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right." 

~he injunction to honor our parents goes far 
beyond a bare obedience to their words, although 
it certainly i ncludes that. It includes love 
and affection, gratitude and respect. 

--APPLY: The number of years our parents 
cared for us ... 
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3. The Self-Renunciation He Made 
~-NOTE: The t h i r d word of Christ is far 

.mo.r.e. thanaword of affection and respect. It is 
one of the most easily understood demonstrations 
of His self-renunciation. By this word. He cut 
Hemself off from all earthly ties. He renounced 
every tie that might interfere with His Saviouhood. 
57 was saying to Mary, His mother, "My human rela
tionship with you i s over. I am no longer your 
son but your Saviour. You like all others must 
come to see Me as the Lamb of God, sacrificed, 
to take away the sins of all the world." 

III. THE DISCIPLE WHO SERVED 
--John 19:27 

1. The Privilege He Was Given 
--NOTE: What a privilege his was for John! 

Here wasEU1opportunity to render service to his 
Master when he was needed most. Christ was saying 
to John, "You are to become My substitute. I am 
helpless now to care for Mary. You care for her 
physical needs. You provide the service and love 
and care I cannot provide." ,The text says, "From 
that hour, he took her into his home." 

It was a prompt and wil ling obedience to the 
command of Christ on the part of John. What a 
privilege this was for John. But let those of us 
who would covet John's ogaortunity remember that 
Jesus on one occasion sai , "See My mother, My 
brother, My sister - those who are my disciples -
those who do the will of my Father." In ministerins 
to the needs of His djsciples we are doing as Jo~n 
did. ''Jl~~A/4.~~ci--4.~ ~~~··· , 

Th ink of what John would have missed had he 
not been there when Christ spoke. Thomas missed 
the words of the Master in one of His resurrection 
appearances. We miss much when we are not present 
when He meets with His people and speaks to their 
hearts. 

2. The Rededication He Made 
--NOTE: But wait! What is ,Jahn dai og here? \ 

He had deserted. Only a few hours previously the 
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Scripture says, "They ~ forsook him, and fled" 
(Mark 14:50). One of the greatest sorrows which 
Christ suffered was this experience of desertion 
by His disciples. It was bad enough and sad 
enough that His own people, the Jews, should de
spise and reject Him; but it was far worse that 
the Eleven who had been wi th Him for so long should 
desert and forsake Him in His hour of trial. ~ 
was one of those who deserted, o ne of those who 
was a backslider. 

Perhaps you are in that condition now. In 
a moment of weakness you have deserted the Christ, 
forsaken His company, denied your relationship ' 
to Him. Perhaps your heart has become cold and 
indifferent. Christ has not forsaken you. He 
loves you still and stands to receive you in re
pentance. 

Here is John in his experienc¥ of rededica tion. 
He is by the side of his Saviour, loving Him, 
serving Him. Risking his own life, not caring 
what the crowds may jeer, he is at the feet of 
his Master reclaimed and ready to serve. In like 
manner Christ looks for us to help today. 

CONCLUSION: On the cross our Saviour remembers 
His mother. So today He remembers the banse
wife who is anxious and worried, the youth who 
is confused and perplexed, the .ID.filLWho faces trial 
and temptation, the parents who have sorrow and 
grief. He remembers · them a l l.- a nd is r e ady t o he lp. 
Will you let Him help yrn 1 ? 
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