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JESUS 1 REGARD FOR THE SCRIPTURES 

Scripture: John 17:17 "Sanctify them through thy t ruth: THY WORD IS TRUTH." 

Introduction: What was Jesus' attitude toward the Scripture? Did he feel toward 
the Law and Prophets much like we are inclined to feel toward laws which 
govern our lives -- that they are necessary but not desirable? 

I. 

Or, like many, did he feel that the Law applied to others but that he 
himself was somewhat exempt from and superior to the Law? 

Did he view the Law as a childish list of 11do 1s" and "don 1ts" which 
mature people do not need? In other words, "What was J esus' regard for the 
Scriptures?" 

This can be determined only as we view Jesus ' use of and reference to 
the Scriptures. 

Jes 

ever attitude we may ascribe to Christ concerning the Scriptures 
we must assert that he regarded them as completely sufficient! He not once 
questioned their ability to accomplish the purposes for which they were 
written. 

1. For Salv t·on 
--Luke 16:29-31 "Abraham sait h unto him, They have Moses and the prophet s; 

let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went 
unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If 
they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 
though one rose from the dead ." 

--EXAiASl4' In Christ's story of the rich man who died and went to hell, 
he states that the Scriptures are sufficient for the salvation of Dives' 
brothers. He rejects the suggestion that one ' s returning from the dead 
to witness to them could acc omplish one thing that t he Scriptures alone 
could not accomplish. 

(1) Because they are proclaimed 
--Luke 16:29a "They HAVE Moses and the prophets •.. " 
-;-ILL¥: James, the half brother of Jesus, testified to this fact 

in his address to the Jer. Conf. (Acts 15:21) "For Moses for many 
generations has had his preachers in every city and has been read 
aloud in the synagogues every Sabbath day." (Phillips) 

(2) Because they are PERSUASIVE 
--Luke 16:31 (READ ABOVE "persuaded") 

~ ~~e..:siili)·-...= Christ is saying, "The persuasiveness of man cannot 
begin to compare with the persuasiveness of God's word ." 

-- LU: Paul's assert ion of this truth to Timothy (II Tim. 3:15 
"And that from a child thou hast known the holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make thee wise unto salvat ion through faith which is 
in Christ Jesus.") 

2. Eor SapctificatjJ;i.t1.. 
--John 17:17 (In Christ 's prayer for his disciples) "Sanctify them 

through thy truth: thy word is truth. " 
(1) Because of their ability to develop holiness 

--John 17 :l 7a 
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--Jj)Ififf Si s · "Sanctify" - To devote or consecrate one to a holy 
service, or to make one holy in character. What the Eleven needed 
above all else was a more profound apprehension of Christian 
truth and a holier character. 

--ILLUS · We tend to become like t hat which we READ. The value of 
Bible study and Scripture memory. i.e. Ps. 119:11 "Thy word have 
I hid in rey heart, that I might not sin against thee, 11 

(2) Because of their author 
--John 17:17b "THY word is truth ." 
--Exegesjs : The ability of the Scriptures to put into motion t he 

process of sanctification with our lives is derived from the one 
who inspired those Scriptures. " 

--II Peter 1:21 "For the prophecy came not in old time by the will 
of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by t he Holy 
Ghost. 11 

3. For Spiritual Enlightenment 
--~ Jesus viewed the Scrip tures much as did the Psalmist who said 

TT19:105) "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto rey path." 
Jesus regarded the Scriptures as sufficient for any sp. enlightenment 
that a soul might ever need. 

(1) Which draws men to Him 
--John 6:4.5 (Phillips) "In the Prophets it is written -- 1And they 

shall all be taught of God,' and this means that everybody who has 
heard the Father's voice and learned from him will come to me." 

--$xegesis; A person who grasps the real message of God's word can 
do none other than be drawn to Christ. 

--ILL Unemployed Mexican in park in Mexico City and piece of 
religious tract. 

(2) Which solves life's reysteries 
--Matt. 22:28-32 28. "Therefore in the resurrection whose wife shall 

she be of the seven? for they all had her. 29. "Jesus answered and 
said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power 
of God. 30. 11For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are 
given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven. 31. "But 
as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that which 
was spoken unto you by God, saying, 32. "I am the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not t he God of 
the dead, but of the living. 11 

--Exegesis; Present the hypothetical question raised here. 1 woman 
and 7 husbands and the resurrection. These Doc tors of theology 
had learned well the "words of the Scriptures" but had utterly 
failed to grasp the "word -- message -- truths of the Scriptures." 

-~L Then Jesus quotes Ex. 3:6 in verse 32 and states that they 
have failed to avail themselves of the sufficiency of the Scriptures 

to answer their own questions. 
4. For Temptatio,n 

--Matthew 4:1-11 iR§Ap) 
--ll.QIE.. Jesus did not resort to logic, or argwnent but rather drew from 

tii'ereservoir of God's word. (Deut. 8:3; 6:16; & 6:13) 
(1) To take a "low road to a high goal" 
(2) To seek a "shortcut to success" 
(3) To secure gain by fraud 

--JJJ 1US: Stones to bread; Leap from pinnacle of the temple 
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(4) To compromise 
--Matt. 4:9 (READ ) 
--IU.J.IS,: This very temptation was the one Satan used in his last 

desperate attempt to defeat Christ on the cross. "Come down from 
the cross, and we will believe." 

II. AillHQRITA TJYE 
-- OTE: Jesus' use of the Scriptures in his temptation experience reveals 

the fact that he not only regarded the Scriptures as sufficient but also 
as authoritative! 

1. For P0ctripe 
--Note; We shall not review ~cJi doctrine on which Christ commented in 

light of O.T. passages but ~ will serve to illustrate the point. 
(1) The doctrine of Christ. 

--John 5:39 & 46-47a (Phillips) "You pour over the scriptures for 
you imagine that you will find eternal life in them. And all the 
time they give their testimony to me! For if you really believed 
Moses, you would be bound to believe me; for it was about me 
that he wrote." 

a. His Death 
--Luke 24:25-27 & 32 (Christ experiences with Cleophas and friend 

on road to Emmaus) "Then he said unto them, 0 fools, and slow 
of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought 
not Christ to have suffered these t hings, and to enter into his 
glory? 
"And beginning at MQs es and all the, prophets, he expounded 
unto them in all the s ~ iptures the things concerning himself. - -
"And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within 
us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to 
us the scriptures?" 

--EK@gesj s: Christ states that O.T. scripture teaches that the 
purpose of his life was to die for men -- "ought not Christ 
to have suffered .. ?" 

The fact that the Scriptures were authoritative in 
witnessed to by their having done something 

to the hearts of those who heard them see vs. 32. 
b. His Resurrection (JJpo;/4_;) 

--Luke 24:lw-46 "And he said unto t'nem,1 These are the words 
which I spake unto you while I was yet with you, that all 
things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of 
Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. 
Then opened he their understanding, that they might under
stand the scriptures, And said unto them, Thus it is written 
and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and torise from the 
dead the third day:" 

--RLUS : On another occasion Jesus used the experience of Jonah 
as an analogy of his burial and resurrection. Matt. 12:40 "For 
as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; 
so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth." 

c . His Gospel 1 
--Luke 24:47 "And that repentance and remission of sins should be 

preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem." 
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--ExegesM: Christ could have had reference to Micah 4:20 or 
Jer. 31:34. 

2. For Morals 
--Matt . 5:i9-48 (READ 19 & 20 1st) 
--Exegesis: Having affirmed his belief in the authority of the Scriptures, 

Christ now proceeds to apply them to specific areas of morality. 
(1) Anger 

--Matt. 5:21-22 (READ) 
--E · : ~ he O,T. command still stands, but lest you play t he 

hypocrite by feeling virtuous simply because you have not murdered 
another in a fit of anger let me remind you that the real spirit 
of the 1command rules out all other f orms and expressions of 
anger ~ - i.e. vs. 22. 

As an illus. Jesus says vss. 23-24. 
(2) Adultery 

(3) 

(4) 

--Matt. 5:27-32 (READ vs. 27) 
--llQ!E : To make clear his point of the all-inclusiveness of the O.T. 

coiiimand (Ex. 20:14) he speaks of t wo additional ways of commiting 
adultery other than an open act between two people. 

a. By lustful though ts 
--Matt. 5:28 (READ } 
--Exege.sis: 11He who experiences at a first glance this desire, 

and then instead of turning away and withdrawing from sin, 
throws a second glance with lustful intent and in order to 
retain and intensify that impulse, commits the sin." 
(Am. Com.) 

--,Exegesis:" vss. 29-30 Christ is not teaching a literal 
mutilation of the body, for to cut off a member of the body 
would not destroy the inward desire. Rather he is teaching 
that we should take all precautions against sin and be willing 
to part with anything rather than our Christian virtue, 

b. By marriage 
--Matt. 5:31-32 BEAD 
--Exegefil: Reasons for "bill of divorcement. 11 (1) Better than 

oral dismissal ; (2) Few could write, Levite to lead to 
reconsideration; (3) Future position of rejected wife made 
better; (4) Could never take a wife so divorced back again. 

--BU!.-: t : Jesus said (appealing to O,T, Scriptures as 
authoritative) "Moses because of the hardness of your hearts 
suffered you to put away your wives: BUT FROM THE BEGINNING 
IT WAS NOT S0. 11 

Swearing 
--Matt. 5:33-37 (READ AND EXEGETE) 
Retaliation( 11Non-violence " J 

--Matt. 5 :38-4) (READ AND EXEGETE 
(5) Love 

--Matt . 5:43-lfB (READ AND EXEGE ) 

III. GEL S _I 
=-Matt . 5:18 "For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot 

or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled." 
--ILLS: Jesus taught that the Scriptures do not change even as their author 

does not change . Mal. 3: 6a "For I am the Lord, I change not." The half -
brother of Jesus must have learned this truth for he writes, (James 1:17) 
"Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from 
the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. " 
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- ~ The need to emphasize this truth in a time when everything is "re
lative." 

1. Even in The Face of Christ ' s Ministry and Miss· ~n 
--Mat. 1 liin no a am come to destroy the law, or the 

prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 11 

--]xegesw : "the law or the prophets" -- this phase used to denote the 
ent ire Scriptures. Thus Christ is saying, 11 No part of the existing 
Scriptures is to be set aside or changed." 

(1) Which makes complete the O.T. Scriptures 
--E "Destroy"= to pull to pieces as demolishing a wall 

or bridge. 
"Fulfil"= to make full, to complete. Completing is quite diff. 
from setting aside or tearing down. i.e. The examples which 
follow. in this chapter are not examples of teaching contrary to 
the law of Moses, but of going further in the same direction. 

(2) Which brings to fruition the O.T. Scriptures 
--Luke 16:16-17 (Phillips) "The Law and the Prophets were in force 

until John's day. From then on the good news of the kingdom 
of God has been proclaimed and men are forcing their way into it. 
YET it would be easier f or Heaven and earth to disappear than for 
a single point of the Law to become a dead letter." 

--Exegesjs : This is (vs. 17) affirmed to prevent the mistake that, 
because now the Kingdom of God is proclaimed the obligation of the 
true law is in the least degree weakened. Indeed, its fruition is 
brought about by the gospel of Christ alone! 

2. Even in the li ht of a' · H ~dge 
--Rev. 22:1 -19 (These are the words of Jesus) "For I testify unto every 

man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man 
shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are 
written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of 
the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book 
of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written 
in this book." 

--Exegesi;;sJ,. To tamper with God's word and deliberately al t er i t is a 
serious matter. It is not to become a football of critical prejudices 
and fancies. The reference is not to such mistakes as human infirmity 
is liable to, but to intentional perversion and disputings of the Word. 

(1) Because Scripture is the product of Divine Revelation -- not 
human discovery. 

--NOTE· "Holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" 
-- not "as they were moved by great thoughts within . " If this 
were the case, expanding knowledge would necessitate change. 

(2) Because man's basic spiritual needs remain constant. 
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