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WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT DOES 
FOR BELIEVERS 

John 16:7-11 . 

Dr. Landrum Leavell , retired president of New Orlean_s Seminacy, tells the story of a devoted 
couple, happily married for years, who were faced by a crisis. The wife became critically ill and 
lapsed into a coma. She was under the constant care of the finest doctors and in the best medical 
facilities available. Her husband kept a constant vigil at her bedside. Although he often reached the 
point of physical exhaustion and near collapse, he refused to leave the bedside of his beloved. One 
day, almost miraculously, the wife regained consciousness, sat up in bed, and looked around the 
room. When she saw her husband, her first question was, "Where have you been?" Softly, and in 
deepest love, he answered, "I 've been here all the time." 

As we go through this series on the Holy 
Spirit , some Christians mqy say, "I 've not 
experienced all this stuff about the Holy Spirit. 
Where has He b~en in my life?" The Holy 
Spirit wants to say to each of us as 
Christians: "I 've been here all the time." For 
the Holy Spirit is the gift of God to every 
believer. 

What does the Holy Spirit do for us as 
believers? · · ·- · -
special see; . . 
suggest five things the Holy Spirit wants to do 
in the life of every believer. 

He Wants to 
Establish our Relationship 

When we were still unbelievers, the Holy 
Spirit convicted us and convinced us of the 
reality of our sin, and our need for the 
righteousness of Christ, and by the 
commitment of faith we were reconciled to 
God. The death of Christ makes this 
reconciliation possible, for as Paul said in 

2 Corinthians 5: 19, "God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to Himself." 

How do we appropriate this new life? How 
do we enter into this new relationship? That's 
the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Titus 3:5 says, "Re saved us, not on the 
basis of deeds which we have done in 
righteousness, but ccording to His mercy by 
the . . . renewing he Hgly Spjrjt." 

First Corinthians 6:11 says, "You are 
washed . . . in the name of the Lord Jesus 
and · · of our God" (KJV). 

Ephesians 1: 13 says, "Havin 
believed, you were sealed in Him 
Hgly Spicit of promise." /, 

What does the Holy Spirit do? He convicts 
us of our need for Christ. HeAappropriates 
into our lives the atoning effect of the cross of 

" ~esus Christ. He3,puts God's stamp of 
approval on our lives. He the ushers us into 
the presence of God. The Holy Spirit 

'I. establishes our relationship with God. 
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Fie Wants to 
Enrich our Lives 

When the Holy Spirit establishes us in a 
new relationship with God, He is not through 
with us. He has just begun. He now dwells 
within us, to help us experience the bunda 
~ hrist wants us to have. As Jesus put it in 
John 16: 15, the Holy Spirit "will take of mine 
and give it to you." How does the Holy Spirit 
enrich our lives? 

l The Holy Spirit enriches our lives by 
1 giving us gifts. 

In 1 Corinthians 12:7, Paul says, "To each 
one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for 
the common good." 

he Holy Spirit equips every Christian to 
fulfill the purpose for which we were 
redeemed. He accomplishes that by 
imparting to every believer the ability to do 
certain things well. 

God not only has a wonderful plan for our 
lives. He also equips us and enables us to 
fulfill that plan and to experience the fullness 
of that life by the gifts which the Holy Spirit 
plants within us. 

As we ciscover these gifts and QiMAIAP 
these gifts and ded!Ea~ these gifts to the 
Lord, our lives will be .....,.,...· ........,_ 

J, The Holy Spirit enriches our lives by 
producing certain fruit within us. 

In Galatians 5:22-23, Paul described this 
fruit. "But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self control." 

The word "fruit" is singular, not plural. 
That means the Holy Spirit wants to produce 
this fruit, ~ of it, in the life of every believer. 
Every spirit-fi lled Christian may not be able to 
teach or preach or prophesy. But every Spirit
filled Christian can experience this marvelous 
fruit Paul mentioned in Galatians 5. 

When we allow the Holy Spirit to fill. 
control. and domigate our lives, then we will 
see this fruit produced in us. 

3. The Holy Spirit enriches us by developing 
us toward Christlikeness. 
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When we become Christians, our old 
nature is not destroyed. Rather, we are given 
a new nature side by side with the old nature. 
And, as Paul said in Romans 7, the two 
natures are in a constant struggle. The Holy 
Spirit helps our new nature win the battle. 

The Holy Spirit draws on the death of 
Christ to make our old nature powerless. He 
then administers the life of Christ to make our 
new nature productive. He 
~ 1bd1 ,es the old nature and C.Q1~'8El6.iii.Wl 

~1,M,1,11~ the new nature. As a result, we 
become more and more like Jesus Christ, 
and it is the Holy Spirit working within us who 
makes it happen. 

John 10: 10 reminds us that Jesus came 
so we might ~ave life, and not just life but 
abundant life. Sy giving us spiritual gjft~ by 
producing fipicituat frqit in us, and 3 by 
developing our new nature within us, the 
Holy Spirit helps us to experience that life to 
the fullest. He enriches our lives. 

He Wants to 
Enlighten our Minds 

Jesus told the disciples in !John 16:1 2 
there were many things which, at that time, 
they could not yet understand. But when the 
Holy Spirit came, Jesus said, He would guide 
them into all truth. 

One of the ministries of the Holy Spirit in 
the life of the believer is Hist · ministry. 
What a joy to know that the Holy Spirit dwells 
in us and is teaching us all the time. 

/, When we face a ctifficult situation in life, 
the Holy Spirit is in our lives to guide us to the 
proper decision. 

J, When we are on our knees in prayer and 
the words do not come, the Holy Spirit is in 
our lives to voice our prayer for us in words 
that cannot be uttered (Rom. 8:26-27). 

3 When we pour over the sometimes 
• perplexing passages of Goo's Word, the Holy 
Spirit is in our lives to translate the truth of 
Scripture and make it real to us in our own 
experience. 
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l Ufiroate spicih ,al truth, is not found in a set 
of timeless facts which can be mastered in a 
moment and then filed away, but it is to be 
found in companionship with the Spirit of truth 
whom we follow on a daily pilgrimage of 
discovery. He teaches us on a day by day 
basis as we walk with Him. 

Every believer has the Master teacher, 
the Spirit of truth, who goes with us 
everywhere we go, who faces eve_ry 
...§Xpecieoce with us, who confronts every 
decision we confcant, and shows 11s the way 

.!Q...gQ. e enlightens our minds. 

He Wants to 
Enc9urage our Hearts 

Many of us desperately need to hear this 
message, so I want you to listen carefully. 
The word in the discourse in John 14-16 
which Jesus used to refer to the Holy Spirit is 

: ?~the word parakelein which actually means 
"one called alongside to help." 

Polybius, one Greek writer, used the word 
to speak of a general putting fire and courage 
into dejected troops before they faced a 
battle against desperate odds. 

Life gets tough sometimes. Depression 
and discouragement are realities in the life of 
every person. Here is a promise we can take 
home with us: whenever we are down or 
discouraged or depressed or defeated, the 
Holy Spirit is there, not just with us but withi!:J. 
us, not just beside us but inside us. 

The Holy Spirit is thereto console us, to 
fill us with courage, to keep us going. The 
Holy Spirit encourages our hearts. 

He Wants to 
Empower our Spirits 

Jesus PREDICTED it before the 
ascension when He said, "You shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you" (Acts 1 :8). 

The disciples PORTRA YEO it after 
Pentecost. In describing that early church, the 
Bible says, "And when they had prayed the 
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place where they had gathered together was 
shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak the Word of God 
with boldness" (Acts 4:31 ). 

Paul PROCLAIMED it for he said in 
Ephesians 3: 16 we are "strengthened with 
power through His Spirit in the inner man." 

Power comes from the Spirit of God. 
When we study the history of the church, 

we will discover that whenever lives were 
changed, whenever churches were started, 
whenever the lost were saved, whenever 
Christians were used, whenever power was 
experienced, it was always because of the. 
mi ht · movement of the Hol S irit of God. 

When we evaluate our own lives, we will 
find Jt to be true as well. Those moments of 
real power in our lives came when we waited 
upon, yielded to, and were controlled by the 
Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit 
supernatural strength whic na es s to put 
into practice the things Jesus taught. He 
empowers our spirits. 

Conclusion 

At a Christian elementary school, the 
teacher taught her class to repeat the 
Apostles' Creed clause by clause, each pupil 
having his own clause. As the recitation 
began the first boy said, "I b_eljeve in God the 
Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth." 
The second boy said, "I biliege in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son our Lord." Then there 
was silence. The teacher looked up to see 
what had happened. Someone explained, 
"Teacher, the boy who believes in the Holy 
Spirit isn't here today!" 

I hope you believe in the Holy Spirit, 
because if you do not, you are missing the 
greatest benefit of being a Christian, for the 
Holy Spirit is in our lives, right now, ready to 
bring to us the abundant life which is ours in 
Christ. 

1f we will allow Him to do that, then we will 
understand--no, we will experience--the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit in the believer. 
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John 16:7-11 

7 But it is actually best for you that I go away, because if I don't, the Counselor 
won't come. If I do go away He will come because I will send Him to you. 
8 And when He comes, He will convince the world of its sin, and of God's 
righteousness, and of the coming judgment. 
9 The world's sin is unbelief in me. 
10 Righteousness is available because I go to the Father, and you will see me no 
more. 
11 Judgment will come because the prince of this world has already been 
judged. 

I. He Wants to Establish Our Relationship 
-- II Cor. 5:19 "God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself." 

II. He Wants to Enrich Our Lives 
1. By giving us gifts 

--1 Cor. 12:7 
2. By producing certain fruit within us 

--Gal. 5:22-23 
3. By developing us toward Christlikeness 

--Romans 7 and John 10:10 

III. He Wants to Enlighten Our Minds 
--John 16:12 
1. When we face a difficult situation 
2. When we are on our knees in prayer 
3. When we pour over God's Word 

IV. He Wants to Encourage Our Hearts 
--John 16:7 ''The Counselor (paraklete)" means "one called alongside to 
help." 

V. He Wants to Empower Our Spirits 
1. Jesus predicted it - Acts 1 :8 
2. The disciples portrayed it-Acts 4:31 
3. Paul proclaimed it- Ephesians 3:16 

Conclusion: If we allow Him to do His work, we will experience the ministry of 
the Holy Spirit in the believer. 
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