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lESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF THADDAEUS 

Scnpture: Jopn 14:22-27 

BEE NAMES. 
ALLS HIM THADDAEUS, 

& J CALL HIM JUDAS. THE NAME BY WHICH A 
MAN IS KNOWN IS NOT IMPORTANT--BUT THE KIND OF LIE 
HE LIVES IS OF GREAT I MP ORTANCE • 
TURN OUR ATTENTION FROM THE NAMES OF THIS APOSTLE 
TO HIS LIFE & THE lESSONS WHICH IT . AFFORDS US. 

I. 

Mos t likely Tbaddaeus (Judas) was a Zealot. 
He was saying to Jesus: "It is quite all right 
to inform!:!§. that you are the promised Messiah, 
but isn't i t high time to make public this cla1m1 
Through ~uch public proof the masses will become 
loyal." 

1. I s source 
1 Canno be Coercion 

· U~ : Thaddaeus encouraged Jesus to com-
pe he masses to follow him by sensa-
tionalism, or by sheer force if need be. 
Jesus refused to gain this kind of .loyalty 

a. Since coercion ignores · worth of indivi • . 
b. Since coercion & grace are ,inco pat ble 

. .(2) cannot be Mercenary Mot es - "Ir I J 5A 
Luke 9:58 "Jesus sai-d, 'Foxes have holes, and birdsU 
of the air have nests; but the Son of man has not it': 
where to lay His head."' 

Dfr. --{~:a;~~·" If any man will come after me ••• '! 
~ ]\ a. since such motives are offensive to G. · ·, 
-a1~ b. Since such motives degrade men 

(3) Must be Genuine Love _ 
· i--; : To Tbaddaeus' request tha t Jesus 

compe 1 men to follow him, Jesus repl i ed 
"~~. tha t loyalty whi ch arises from genuine 

,~ ~ love 1s the only acceptable loyalty. 
·~<t~-ff a. Since love bringEf God's 1ndwell1n~ power 
~ he. 'n.J64 --vs. 23,C..("make our abode with him') 
'(,eep ;M-Y VJd b. S 1nce love 1 s unt ir 1ng 

--I Cor. 1:,:4&8 ' "Love suffereth long." 
"Love never faileth." 

> ALA 



2 • ~~~--~~=-fa man love m, h e will keep my wo r 
: Jesus was saying: "Thaddaeus, some lm 

e wrong object for their loya lty--t he 
e·arthly mess 1an ic kingdom , earthly reli g ious 
leaders, ritu ::Ls, laws, etc." . 

(1) Cannot be other men ' 
: ·It is admirable to re spe ct some 

slli!&•y · individua l, b ut .our lo-y-a lt y to h im 
pot acce pt able to Christ. 

: Detrimen ta l to cause of X, & s e lr 
(2) Canno be forms & rituals 

-- osea 6 :6 "For f de sired mercy & not sac
rifice; & the knowledge of God more than 
burnt offerings." 

(3) Must be Christ alone 
--v~s 23 11 11· a man love me." ~ - ·· 

~ a.- Since He only· ,is worthy of such loya lt ; 
b. Since He transcends all •othe r loya l t ie1 

• 23 he will keep ll words'' ~-~= Jesus told Thaddaeus tha t . 
the purpose of X 1n loyalty is not necessa ril, 
to gain impressive n11mbers, but rather to 
bring about def 1 n1 te chang0e in & act ion fro1 
.the lives o:f the loyal. "" 

(1) [s to prove the Christian's love 
--~s 24a (st a te ppsit1vely) 
a. Which ~ 1ves e vidence to the lost 
b. Which gives ·assurance to the saved 

(2) Ia t9 _re lea~ God I e love 
~:. Z3. "If a man ••• will kee p my words ••• 

ll Father will love him." 

14·2 
' · . Thaddaeus was confused as to wh y X would 

••~: :.Jthe apostle·s He was the Messiah b ut refusei 
to c'ap ita lize on be i ng the Messiah to gai.n p opu 
l a r sup ?ort. The events of the olo~ing days of 
X's lif e le:ft him bewildered. X now teaches h11 
of the H • .S. wh0,: Will clarify: a ll cl'. hi s conf'us , 
iqn a nd bewilderment. 

1. rj,.aj; 
in my na me . to rep re sent me 11 ) -.-.a..:= For the H.S. to be ,sent in t he na me o: 

Jesus is for Him to be X's rep resent a tive wh1 
will carry on his work. 

--ILLUS: Not to oear witne s s of Himse lf--h olin 



(1) By manifesti~g the po~er of X to aav~ 
~~0,-2} By convicting the lost of siri, rt, & judg. 

(3) By imparting strength for the X'n life v 
2. ~~~~~~~~~~ ...... ~~ 8 i//y<rP. 

III. 

,. , 

3. 

--va., 2 ~ he shall teach you all things") I 
(1) By illuminating the ,Scr1ptqre; -

-I Cor. 3:14 "But the natural man receivefh 
not the things of the Sp. of God: for 
they are foolishness unto him~ neither 
can he know them, pecause they are 
spiritually discerned." ,. . 

(2) By making e~Fyday events meaningful 
(3) By speaking throu gh the hardship~ of life 
(4) By aiding us in our prayer-life 

--Rom. 8:26 "Likewise the S:p. also helpeth ' 
our infirmities: for we know nqt ·, wJ:t,a t w:a· 
should pray for as we ought-: but ~;t_pe, ~p-._, 
itself maketh intercession for us .:with · 
groanings which cannot be utt,ered •11 

t -

2 C 
jil!iaijiip: Thaddaeus & the other apostles soon 
wou be proclaiming the gospel over the 
world--they w.ere assured that the H. s. woulq 
help them remember the many ~~a~hings and 
deeds of Christ. ~ M-r. trC~t~ 
~-~: This is a preventive ~ ~or sin today 

By implanting deep convictions 
By bringing to mind verses of Scripture 
By confronting us with gospel messages et 

i • 

• Thaddaeus, in these l a st days, was ·in , _ 
the depths .o.f m1snta 1 & sp. tnr.mo1l.-- unt 11 h-e 
l earned the l esson of Christian peace! 

1. ce .. ..L..- r/ 
__ _,, s • 27a ~ fiJ. ~ ~ ~ 

(1) Which atterned after Christ's peace 
:--.MIIIIII~: "mx, peace" = He •bequeaths to His 
followers the -c_almnes.Jl, the quietness, 
the r e pose of spirit which he himself 
possetFses. 

Which 1s a gift of God's grace 
11 my peace I give unto y~L~ S>vt~ 

-~1 PEACI:~~ ~ v·-ff" . 



2. a 
--vs 27b dy temporary peace 

(1) Which abides in the midst of disaster 

V --"Other ships were blown & battered, 
Other ships were sore distressed, 
But t~e wipd which seemed to drive 
Brought touus a peace and rest." 

{2) Which increases thru the long years of 
(3) Which permeates all of ·life 

3. Is an assurin eace 
-..nzs. 7c 

: This assuring pea ce is 
idle offer. told Tha,mdaeus of 
his home i n heaven, h is security in Chris 
the promise of the H. s. Now , on tbe bas 
of these truths he says "vs. 27c 11G.!s ~J;.f 

(1) Which is based upon the concrete··prom 
of Christ 

•-Joan l :3 (spell out each promise) 
(2)_.\fuich is made secure by the power of 
(3) Which comes in the presence of Christ 

4296 Two Pictures 
Tw9 painters each painted a eicture to 

illustrate his conception of,rAttrhe first 
chose for his scene a still, Jone Jake 
among far-off mountains. The second 
threw on his canvas a thundering water
fall, with a fragile birch tree bending over 
the foam; at the fork of a branch, almost 
wet with the cataract's spray, a robin sat 
on its nest. The first was only Stagnation; 
the last was . -~ 

Only .&i&n1-IJercent of the time since . 
the beginning of recorded history has the 
world been entirely at peace. In over 3,100 

years, only 286 have been warles~ 
!LllQQ_ treatie~ve been broken in this 
time. 

m 



~ .. .., • ru:ui7 on:1g1cru LaDOra-

tory is now developing detecting_ de
vices that will do for chemical and 
biological war threats what radar can 
already do for nuclear threats. When 

· the monitoring devices are finished, 
they will be put into operation to warn 
of enemy attack with germ warfare. 

One detector uses a white paper 
tape, part of which is treated by chem
icals. When damaging nerve agents 
are in the air, the chemical will turn 
pink. Light will reflect from the tape 
by means of photo-electric cells to set 
off a sound buzzer when the pink ap
pears. 

This is a Qarallel tn what happens 
when God's Holy Spirit comicts--a per
son of sin that may be hidden to hu
man eves. 



l . ..PEACE, PEACE · 

rA true story: A retired couple was alarmed by the threat of nuclear.. war so 
they undertook a serious study of all the inhabited places on the globe. Thei 
goal was to determine where in the world would be the place co be lease 
likely affected by a nuclear war. A place of ultimate security. They studied 
and traveled, traveled and studied. Finally they found the place. And on 
Christmas they sent their pastor a card from their new home-in the 
Falkland Islands. However, their "paradise" was soon turned into a war zon 
by Great Britain and Argentina. Jesus said, "Peace I leave with you; my peaci 

I • • 1' '"J°dJM~, /lf-! a_? 



LOYALTY 

logical convictions." . 
Those who understand Commumsm 

shouldn't be surprised. It requires a 
loyalty that takes precedence over all 
other loyalties, even at peril of death. 

Christianity also asks supreme loy
alty from those who would _follow 
Jesus. This may not result m the 
breakup of a home, but it should re
sult in boldness and a willingness to 
risk personal convenience and the dis
approval of important people. 

The Line of Destiny_ ,4[A./'V 
Colonel William Travi faced the 

embattled defen ers of the Alamo. 
"Men, the Mexican dictator, General 
Santa Ana, has demanded our surren
der. But this fort is essential to the 
defense of Texas. My orders are to 
hold it. There is no help coming to 
reinforce us. The Mexicans are about 
5,000 strong." 

Then as the 232 American soldiers 
watched, Colonel Travis drew a line 
on the dirt floor with his sword. "Any 
man who wants to escape is free to 
go now; any who are determined to 
stay and die in defense of the Alamo 
will cross this line." 

. Strong-muscled Davy Crocket bold
ly stepped across. Others followed, 
and finally only James Bowie (who 
made the Bowie knife famous) was 
left t100 ill to move by his own 
stre~gth. He asked to be carried 
across. 

lonel Travi sent the fateful mes-
d ,, 

sage: "We refuse to surren er. 
The Mexicans attacked on 6 March 

1838. It took three assaults for them 
to overpower the fort by sheer mass 
of numbers. The Americans fopght 
back g_rim1:Lb fiercely, but in~y~· tabl .all -Ht j>hf fo 

d d 'vE FIR co,,,-t"1.. lf,i! "Y-''-T'f 
lay ea . µylilf 

When news of their 0 /Wli,-i~leaked 
to American forces, the defenders were , 
inspired to advance. Gene" . Sa 
Housto gave the battle cry: Victory 
is certain! Remember the Alamo." 
The motto fired the men on to victory 
over the Mexican army. 

LOYALTY-MAN 

Loyalty Before Life 

In 1964, the brave writer, Nora 
Waln, died at sixty-nine. Before.. World 
War II she wrote a book exposing 
Hitler and his Nazi plotters. The book 
manuscript, Reaching for the Sta~s, 
was intercepted in the German mails 
on its way to an American publisher. 
She fled to London, rewrote the book 
from memory and sent copies to Hein
rich !;Iimq,!1~ the N_azi ~an~an. He 
took vengeance by impnsonmg seven 
of.the author's anti-Nazi friends. Miss 
Waln came back to Germany in 1939 
and offered her · life for the freedom 
of her friends. Himmler offered to 
empty a whole prison if she would 
write her book to make Hitler appear 
good. In refusing she said, "I am will-
· ng to forfeit my life, ~~my bex-1 
liefs /, 40 095 I" 

ajority 
The Crowd May Be Wrong 

Ip.story has proven in countless in
stances the majority to be wrong. 

The majority called George West
inghouse a fool for suggesting that_ a 
railroad train could be stopped with 
wind. But now Westinghouse air 
brakes are used wherever there are 
trains. 

The majority called the first steam-
boat "Fulton's Folly." But today big 
and small steamships sail the seven 
seas. 

The crowd thought Charles Good-
year and his wife were crazy for try
ing to vulcanize rubber. But now the 
name Goodyear is associated with rub-
ber. 

Richard Wagner ' s music fir s t 
brought groans and laughs from the 
majority of critics. Now it is recog
nized that his compositions have 
changed the music world. 

When Adam Thompson, near the 
middle of the eighteenth century be
came the first American to fill a bath
tub doctors became alarmed. "It will 
cau~e rheumatism and inflammation of 
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Thaddaeus 
9th in a Series of Thirteen Sermons 

By LANCE A. MANTLE 

In Mark's gospel Thaddaeus is called "Thaddaeus;" 
in Matthew, he is called "Lebbaeus whose surname was 
Thaddaeus;" while in Luke he is called "Judas, the broth
er of James." John calls him, "Judas, not Iscariot." 
Thaddaeus is another disciple who makes no appearance 
in any of the fi rst three gospels. He appears orily briefly 
in John's gospel, and, as has been the case with several 
of the twelve, that single appearance is mentioned in con
nection with the Last Supper in the upper room. 

Our Lord's attempt, in his farewell discourse in the 
Upper Room, to prepare the twelve for his departure, 
raised a number of questions in the minds of the twelve. 
Peter, you remember, asked, with an apparent total lack 
of comprehension, "Lord, whither goest thou?" Thomas 
asked Him, "How can we know the way?" Philip asked 
to be shown the Father. And Thaddaeus asked Him, "Lord, 
how is it that you are going to make yourself known to us 
but not to the world?" (Phillips). 

We can be grateful to T~addaeus for asking this ques
tion, because, in answering it, Jesus commenced that 
famous discourse which is recorded in the 14th, 15th, 
16th and 17th chapters of John's gospel. 

Some of the questions which the twelve asked Jesus 
from time to time betrayed a great deal of ignorance, or 
lack of understanding, on their part. The question of Thad
daeus, however was an intelligent one, as is indicated by 
the pains to which our Lord went in answering it. Jesus 
answer is summarized in His first sentence, when He re
plied: "When a man loves me, he follows my teaching." 
As we shall see, as we examine His elaboration of that 
theme, what He is really saying to Thaddaeus is: "The 
reason that I shall make myself known to IJlY followers, 
and not to the world of men who do not follow me is that 
I can be known only by those who love me and follow me. 
When a man really knows me, loves me, follows me, a 
great many things will happen _to him- his entire life will 
be affected." Then our Lord-·proceeds to show what will 
happen when a man decides to follow Him: 
1. The first that happens is that the disciple discovers 
that he has a Divine Companion. "We will come to that 
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man and make our home within him." If we really realized 
the presence of God with us at all times in the kitchen 
in the living room, in the bed-room, in th~ factory, in th; 
office, I suspect that our lives might be quite different 
from what they are! 

An old Scotsman lay very ill, and his minister came to 
visit him. As the minister sat down on a chair near the 
bedside, he noticed on the other side of the bed another 
chair placed at such an angle a s to s ugge s t tha t a visitor 
had just left it. "Well, Donald," said the minister, glan
cing at the chair, "I see I am not your first visitor." The 
Scotsman looked up in surprise, so the minister pointed 
to the chair. "Ah!" said the sufferer, 'TU tell you about 

_ that chair. Years ago I found it impossible to pray. I 
often fell asleep on my knees, I was so tired. And if I 
kept awake, I could not control my thoughts from wander
ing. One day I was so worried I spoke to my minister 
about it. He told me not to worry about kneeling down. 
'Just sit down,' he said, 'and put a chair opposite you, 
imagine that Jesus is in it, and talk to Him as x_ou would 

to a friend,' And," the Scotsman added, "I have been 
doing that ever since. So now you know why the chair 
is standing like that." A week later the daughter of the 
old Scot drove up to the minister's house and knocked at 
his door. She was shown into the study, and when the 
minister came in she could hardly restrain herself. "Father 
died in the night,'' she sobbed. "I had no idea death 
could be so near. I had just gone to lie -down for an hour 
or fwo. He seemed to be sleeping so comfortably. And 
when I went back he was dead. He hadn't moved since I 
saw him before, except that his hand was out on the empty 
chair at the side of his bed. Do you understand?" "Yes,'' 
said the minister, "I understand." 

2. The second thing that will happen to the follower of 
our Lord is that he will suddenly acquire a thirst for spi
ritual knowledge; he will be anxious to find out how his 
new relationship will enable him to put into practice the 
Master's teaching in such a way that he may apply those 
teachings to his everyday life. "The Holy Spirit ... will 

(Continued on page 44) 



be your Teacher and bring to your minds all that I have 
said unto you." 

When the apostle Paui wrote to the young preacher, 
Timothy, "Study to show thyself approved of God," he 
was echoing the words of the Divine Teacher. Yet it is 
still true that the average church member is abyssmally 
ignorant of God's Word. We are like tourists in a strange 
country without a map. No wonder we take so niany wrong 
turnings! 

3. Probably the most satisfying thing that happens to the 
disciple is that he experiences a new peace of heart. "I 
leave behind with you- peace; I give you my own peace, 
and my gift is nothing like the peace of this world.'' (Phil
lips). What a legacy Christ left to His followers! 

Dr. George W. Crane, noted Christian psychiatrist, 
makes the following statement: "There would be much 
less strain on men and women if they teamed up with God 
as a daily partner. Indeed, in that event, psychiatry would 
almost pass out of existence. People who try to live in
dependently a nd ignor.e God are soon overwhelmed with 
innumerable fears and worries. They become the typical 
hypochondriacs, always freting about gall bladders or ul
cers or the appendix, or inpending cancer or insanity. If 
more people learned to team up with God, the human race 
would soon be abte to throw off the 50 percent of its ail, 
ments that medical educators admit are psychological." 

An Armed Services Chaplain will tell you that about 
half of his timi: .was taken up with counselling the men 
who had problems. And the same chaplain will tell you 
that the men whom he had to counsel were men who never 
saw the inside of the chapel on a Sunday morning. 

How many cases of divorce do you know of where the 
husband and wife, and their family worshipped together 

---..,ai:h Sumlay momingrTruly;-the family that prays togefh-

er, stays together. 

4. Another outgrowth of Discipleship is growth itself. As 
Philli!'s puts Jesus' words, "You must go on growing in 
me, and I will grow in you." I am sure that you are all 
familiar with the poor, stunted little tree on the high moun
tain. It tried to grow, but i.ts infertile and climatic sur· 
roundings kept it a pygmy. One reason that there are ·so 
tnany pygmy Christians is because we have surrounded 
ourselves with almost everything to keep us occupied 
every minute of the day- everything except the most im
portant thing of all! Wordsworth expressed our dilemma 
when he wrote, "The world is too much with us; late and 
soon, getting and spending, we lay waste our powers." 
Someone has said, "If you're too busy for God, you're too 
busy." The stunted tree will never produce any fruit. "It 
is the man· who shares my life and whose life I share who 
proves fruitful." _The life of discipleship offers us much
and because this is so, -we owe our Lord much. Disciple
ship is more than receiving. Our Lord is not the Lord of 
Utility, an Aladdin's Lamp which, when nibbed, will pro-

duce miracles. The greatest joy of discipleship .is in 
sharing our spiritual, as well as our material blessings. 
The child's conception of Christmas is "a time of receiving 
gifts." As we get older, we realize that the joy of Christ-_ 
mas is in giving, rather than receiving. 

Jesus told His dis"ciples, in this same discourse, "You 
are my friends if you do what I tell you to do •••• I have 
appointed you to go and bear fruit that will be lasting." 
He then adds these words: "The plain fact is that apart 
from me you can do nothing. The man who does not share 
my life is like a branch that is broken off and withers 
away." (Phillips). To each one of us our Lord offers 
this tremendous heritage: PARTNERSHIP WITH HIM. Will 
you take Him as YOUR partner?-

MINUTEMAN BONDS RAISE OVER THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS: 

by Dan A. Entwistle, Winter Park Christ i an Church, Wintsr Park, Florida. 

The Minuteman Bond illustrated below was used to underwrite an accumulated defici 
of $2,900. We sold $3,100 of these in one month , over and above our regular bud
get. Th ey are non-in terest bearing, non-negotiable bonds, and were sold in $10, 
$25 , $50 and $100 denominations . 
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9th in the series on The Twelve. 

Thaddaeus 
In Mark's gospel Thaddaeus is called "Thaddaeus;" 

in Matthew, he is called "Lebbaeus whose surname was 
Thaddaeus;" while in Luke he is called "Judas, the broth
er of James." John calls him, "Judas, not Iscariot." 
Thaddaeus is another disciple who makes no appearance 
in any of the first three gospels. He appears only briefly 
in John's gospel, and, as has been the case with several 
of the twelve, that single appearance is mentioned in con
nection with the Last Supper in the upper room. 

Our Lord's attempt, in his farewell discourse in the 
Upper Room, to prepare the twelve for his departure, 
raised a number of questions in the minds of the twelve. 
Peter, you remember, asked, with an apparent total lack 
of comprehension, "Lord, whither goest thou?" Thomas 
asked Him, "How can we know the way?" Philip asked 
to be shown the Father. And Thaddaeus asked Him "Lord 
how is it that you are going to make yourself kno~n to u~ 
but not to the world?" (Phillips). 

We can be grateful to Thaddaeus for asking this ques
tion, because, in answering it, Jesus commenced that 
famous discourse which is recorded in the 14th, 15th, 
16th and 17th chapters of John's gospel. 

Some of the questions which the twelve asked Jesus 
from time to time betrayed a great deal of ignorance, or 
lack of understanding, on their part. The question of Thad
daeus, however was an intelligent one, as is indicated by 
the pains to which our Lord went in answering it. Jesus 
answer is summarized in His first sentence, when He re
plied: "When a man loves me, he follows my teaching." 
As we shall see, as we examine His elaboration of that 
theme, what He is really saying to Thaddaeus is: "The 
reason that I shall make myself known to !JlY followers, 
and not to the world of men who do not follow me is that 
I can be known only by those who love me and follow me. 
When a man really knows me, loves me, follows me, a 
great many things will happen to him- his entire life will 
be affected." Then our Lord proceeds to show what will 
happen when a man decides to follow Him: 
1. The first that happens is that the disciple discovers 
that he has a Divine Companion. ''We will come to that 
man and make-our home within him." If we really realized 
the presence of God with us at all times, in the kitchen, 
in the living room, in the bed-room, in the factory, in the 
office, I suspect that our lives might be quite different 
from what they are! 

An old Scotsman lay very ill, and his minister came to 
visit him. As the minister sat down on a chair near the 
bedside, he noticed on the other side of the bed another 
chair placed at such an angle as to suggest that a visitor 
h~d just left it. "Well, Donald," said the minister, glan
cing at the chair, "I see I am not your first visitor." The 
Scotsman looked up in surprise, so the minister pointed 
to the chair. "Ah!" said the sufferer, "I'll tell you about 
that chair. Years ago I found it impossible to pray. I 
often fell asleep on my knees, I was so tired. And if I 
kept awake, I could not control my thoughts from wander
ing. One day I was so worried I spoke to my minister 
about it. He told me not to worry about kneeling down. 
'.Just_ sit down,' he said, 'and put a chair opposite you, 
imagine that Jesus is in it, and talk to Him as you would 

to a friend,' And," the Scotsman added, "I have been 
doing that ever since. So now you know why the chair 
is standing like that." A week later the daughter of the 
old Scot drove up to the minister's house and knocked at 
his door. She was shown into the study, and when the 
minister came in she could hardly restrain herself. "Father 
died in the night,'' she sobbed. ''I had no idea death 
could be so near. I had just gone to lie down for an hour 
or two. He seemed to be sleeping so comfortably. And 
when I went back he was dead. He hadn't moved since I 
saw him before, except that his hand was out on the empty 
chair at the side of his bed. Do you understand?" "Yes," 
said the minister, "I understand." 
2. The second thing that will happen to the follower of 
our Lord is that he will suddenly acquire a thirst for spi
ritual knowledge; he will be anxious to find out how his 
new relationship will enable him to put into practice the 
Master's teaching in such a way that he may apply those 
teachings to his everyday life. "The Holy Spirit ... will 
be your Teacher and bring to your minds all that I have 
said unto you." 

When the apostle Paul wrote to the young preacher, 
Timothy, "Study to show thyself approved of God," he 
was echoing the words of the Divine Teacher. Yet it is 
still true that the average church member is abyssmally 
ignorant of God's Word. We are like tourists in a strange 
country without a map. No wonder we take so many wrong 
turnings! 

3. Probably the most satisfying thing that happens to the 
disciple is that he experiences a new peace of heart. "I 
leave behind with you- peace; I give you my own peace, 
and my gift is nothing like the peace of this world." (Phil
lips). What a legacy Christ left to His followers! 

Dr. George W. Crane, noted Christian psychiatrist, 
makes the following statement: "There would be much 
less strain on men and women if they teamed up with God 
as a daily partner. Indeed, in that event, psychiatry would 
almost pass out of existence. People who try to live in
dependently and ignore God are soon overwhelmed with 
innumerable fears and worries. They become the typical 
hypochondriacs, al ways freting about gall bladders or ul
cers or the appendix, or inpending cancer or insanity. If 
more people learned to team up with God, the human race 
would soon be able to throw off the 50 percent of its ail
ments that medical educators admit are psychological." 

An Armed Services Chaplain will tell you that about 
half of his time was taken up with counselling the men 
who had problems. And the same chaplain will tell you 
that the men whom he had to counsel were men who never 
saw the inside of the chapel on a Sunday morning. 

tto·w many cases of divorce do you know of where the 
husband and wife, and their family worshipped together 
each Sunday morning? Truly, the family that prays togeth
er, stays together. 

4. Another outgrowth of Discipleship is growth itself. As 
Phillips puts Jesus' words, "You must go on growing in 
me, and I will grow in you." I am sure that you are all 
familiar with the poor, stunted little tree on the high moun
tain. It tried to grow, but its infertile and climatic sur-



roundings kept it a pygmy. One reason that there are so 
01any pygmy Christians is because we have surrounded 
ourselves with almost everything to keep us occupied 
every minute of the day- everything except the most im
portant thing of all! Wordsworth expressed our dilemma 
when he wrote, "The world is too much with us; late and 
soon, getting and spending, we lay waste our powers.'' 
Someone has said, "If you're too busy for God, you're too 
busy." The stunted tree will never produce any fruit. "It 
is the man who shares my life and whose life I share who 
proves fruitful." The life of discipleship offers us much
and because this is so, we owe our Lord much. Disciple
ship is more than receiving. Our Lord is not the Lord of 
Utility, an Aladdin's Lamp which, when rubbed, will pro-

duce miracles. The greatest joy of discipleship is in 
sharing our spiritual, as well as our material blessings. 
The child's conception of Christmas is ''a time of receiving 
gifts." As we get older, we realize that the joy of Christ
mas is in giving , rather than receiving. 

Jesus told His disciples, in this same discourse, "You 
are my friends if you do what I tell you to do .•.. I have 
appointed you to go and bear fruit that will be lasting." 
He then adds these words: "The plain fact is that apart 
from me you can do nothing. The man who does not share 
my life is like a branch that is broken off and withe rs 
away." (Phillips). To each one of us our Lord offers 
this tremendous heritage: PARTNERSHIP WITH HIM. Will 
you take Him as YOUR partner? 



Holy Spirit-- ''He shall teach you all things. 11 He croes 
this by illuminating the Scripture, making everyday 
events meaningful, speaking through the hardships of .· 
life and aiding us in our prayer life (Romana 8:26) ; 

Thaddaeua and the other Apostles soon would be 
pI'Qclaimj.ng tb.e gospel over the world. They were 
assured that the Holy Spirit would help them remember 
the many teachings and deeds of Christ, for he would 
11bring ell things to your remembrance. 11 If' you are so 
surrendered to the will of God, the Holy Spirit is 
slwaya present with you to remind you of Christ I a_·.: · 
teachings of some scripture, or of s Christian convic
tion just when you need reminding moat. What a mar
velous preventive for sin this is! 

Christian~ 

Some of the moat beautiful words of Christ are 
addressed to Thaddaeus. 11Peace I leave with you, 11\V 
peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let 
it be afraid. 11 (John 14:27). Thaddaeus, in these last 
days, was in the depths of mental and spiritual turmoil 
UNTIL he learned the lesson of Christian peace! 

Note first that Christian peace is divine peace--
11}w . peace I give unto you. 11 This peace is patterned 
alter Chriat 1s peace. He bequeaths to his followers 
the calmness, the quietness, the repose ·or spirit 
which he himself possesses. The divine peace is offer
ed as a gift of God 1 s grace--11I g_ive unto you. 11 

Christian peace is abiding peace--"not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. 11 The world offers a 
peace which is made today and ·broken tomorrow. · But not 
so with Christ's peace for it abides • 

. · Christian peace is an assuring. peace-- 11Let not 
your. heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." This 
is no idle offer. It is based upon concrete promises 
(John 14:3). And it is offered to you today! 

- · 1 Ju DAS 1tuf Jscariut Z:ltc ;l,post,e lltaddaeus 
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LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF THADDAEUS 

(Lessons from the lives of the Apostles, Number 13) 

Thaddaeus is an Apostle with three names. Matthew 
calls him Lebbaeus, Mark calls him Thaddaeus, Luke and 
John call him Judas. The name by which a man is known 
is not important--but the kind of life he lives is of 
great importance. Therefore, let us turn our attention 
from the names of this Apostle to his more important 
life and the lessons which it affords us. 

Acceptable Loyalty 

Thaddaeus said (John 14:22), "Lord, how is it that 
thou will manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the 
world?" Most likely Thaddaeus was a Zealot. He was 
saying to Jesus, "It is quite all right to inform US 
that you are the promised Messiah, BUT isn't it high 
time for you to make public this claim? Through such 
public proof the masses will become loyal to you. 11 

The source of acceptable loyalty cannot be coer
cion. Thaddaeus encouraged Jesus to compell the masses 
to follow him by sensationalism--by a dramatic public 
announcement of his Messiahship. Jesus refused to gain 
this kind of loyalty. A loyalty gained by any form of 
coercion ignores the worth of the individual and is 
incompatible with the doctrine of grace. This is one 
reason Baptists through the years have not practiced 
infant church membership, infant baptism, or any other 
form of captive church membership, 

Mercenary motives cannot supply the source of an 
acceptable loyalty. Simon the sorcerer, who wanted to 
follow Christ in exchange for divine powers, discovered 
that such motives are unacceptable to Christ. 

What then is the source of acceptable loyalty? 
Jesus said (John 14:23) "If a man LOVE me, he will keep 
my words." Only a loyalty which grows out of a heart 

.· . 

of Iove for Christ will last. Only this kind of loyal
ty will bring God•s indwelling power (John 14:23b) and 
remain untiring. 

The object of acceptable loyalty must be Jesus 
only. Christ said, "If a men love Me he will keep rey
word." He is ~aying, "Thaddaeus, s~ have the wrong 
object for their loyalty--the earthly messianic king
dom, earthly religious leaders, rituals, laws, etc." 
The reason soroo Christians run "hot and cold" in their 
giving and living is that their ob!ect of loyalty is 
some preacher, soroo program--but not. Chris.t •. 

Jesus told Thaddaeus of the purpose of acceptable 
loyalty--"he will~ 11W' words." Thaddaeus wanted 
the masses to believe and Tonot.,. Jesus told him th.at 
after all the purpose ,.of Christian l.oyalty is... not 
necessarily to gain impressive numbers, but rather to · 
bring about definite changes in and actions from the 
lives of the loyal. 

!!!2 Holy Spirit 

In answering Thaddaeus 1 question, Christ says, 
"But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall. teach you .all 
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, what
soever I have said unto you" (John 14:26). 

Thaddaeus was confused as to why Christ would tell 
the apostles he was the Messiah but refused to capital
ize on being the M3ssiah to gain popular support • The 
events of the closing days of Christ• ear'thly life 
left him bewildered. Christ now teaches him of the 
Holy Spirit who will clarify all of his. confusion. 

The Holy Spirit bears witness of Jesus Christ--not 
of himself for he comes 11in my name" in the name of and 
as a representative of Jesus. As a sigp points to a 
city, so the Holy Spirit points to Christ. 

· The Christian is taught spiritual. truth1:1 by the · 
. - ' -
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