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~I... I....E:N"'G;,.'r~ SE:~<>N"' 
By Dr. Brian L. Harbour 

First in a series of seven sermons on the HOLY SPIRIT 

WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
John 14:16 
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The idea of the Holy spirit is one of1he most prominent ideas in all of Scripture. The Bible 
begins and ends with the Spirit. In the first chapter of the Bible , the Spirit of God broods over the 
waters to bring order out of chaos (Gen. 1 :2) . In the last chapter, the biblical writer declares, "And 
the Spirit and the bride say, Come" (Rev. 22:17) . The Hebrew word for spirit, ruach , appears in the 
Old Testament 370 times . The Greek word 
for spirit, pneuma, appears in the New 
Testament 385 times , with 244 of these 
references being specifically to the Holy 
Spirit. 

The idea of the Spirit, then , is found at 
the beginning and the end of the Bible, and 
all the way in between. The Holy Spirit was 
not "born" at Pentecost. He had already been 
at work in the world since the time of creation . 
However. at Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
assumed a more prominent place in the work 
of the kingdom . 

Jesus explained about the Holy Spirit 
in the 'r passages known as the Paraclete 
Sayings. They are recoraed in John 14-16. 
Four times , Jesus mentioned one whom He 
called the parakletos, which is transliterated 
into English as "Paraclete.": 

.,. n4:16-17: "And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another 
parakletos." 
14:25-26: "But the parakletos, the 
Holy Spirit . . . will teach you all 
things ." 

$'.t, AJL7 • -, 15:26-27: "When the parak/etos 
comes, whom I will send to you frO"h1 
the Father." 

• 16:7-11: "Unless I go away, the 
parak/etos will not come to you ." 

The word , "paraclete," comes from 
two words: para (alongside of) and kaleo to 
call) . The paraclete is one called alongside of. 
The word can be translated as "comforter' 
( as in the KJV) , or "advocate,'' ( as in the 
NEB) , or "nelper," (as in the NASS) or 
"counselor," (as in the NIV) . The word is 
actually untranslatable. No one English word 
conveys the richness of the Greek word . We 
do not know the best translation of that 
Greek word . However, we do know this : the 
paraclete is the Holy Spirit. Jesus made th is 
identification explicit in 3ohn 14:26 . Theseh''-1 
Paraclete sayings , couched in the setting of 
the Last Supper, are about the Holy Spirit. 

[ et's focus on one of these references 
as we begin our study of the Holy Spirit. The 
simple truth presented in John 14: 16 answers 
the question : WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT? 

Personal 

First, the Holy Spirit is personal. The 
Holy Spirit is not an "it. " The Holy Spirit is a 
"He," not a power but a person . E lectricity is 
a power and an it. Gravity is a power and an 
it. Solar energy is a power and an it. But the 
Holy Spirit is a person . This is made evident 
in several ways . 
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1. For one thing, personal pronouns 
are used in reference to the Holy Spirit. In 
speaking of the Holy Spirit, Jesus in verse 16, 
did not say, "It will be with you." Instead, 
Jesus stated, "He will be with you forever." In 
John 14:26, the whom (ho) is masculine and 
thus, personal. In John 14:26, the he (ekinos) 
is masculine and thus, personal. We see the 
same pattern throughout these chapters 

. (e.g., in John 15:26, 16:13', 16:14). Personal 
.,, ronouns are used to refer to the Holy Spirit. 

2. We also see that all the distinctive 
characteristics of personality are ascribed to 
the Holy Spirit in Scripture. In 1 Corinthians 
2: 11 , the Spirit discerns. That is the realm of 
~gqwledoe. In Ephesians 4:30, the Spirit 
grieves. That is the realm of emqtpg In 1 
Corinthians 12: 11 , the Spirit chooses. That is 
the realm of the~ All the distinctive· 
characteristics of personality are ascribed to 
the Holy Spirit. 

3. In addition. many actions are 
attributed to th-e Holy Spirit that only a person 
can perform. In 1 Corinthians 2: 10, the Spirit 
searches. In Romans 8:26, the Spirit prays. In 
John 14:26, tine Spirit teaches. In llofin 15:26, 
the Spirit witnesses. The Holy Spirit is a 
person, not a thing . 

Ihe reason this is important is that it 
will determine our relationship to the Holy 
Spirit. If we think of the Holy Spirit as an "it," 
we will see the Holy Spirit as an inanimate 
power that we can use and control. If we think 
of the Holy Spirit as a "he," we will see the 
Holy Spirit as a person with whom we can 
relate. The Holy Spirit is not an inanimate 
power but the personal presence of God at 
wc,rk in this world with whom we can relate. 
He is personal. 

Parallel 

Second, the Holy Spirit is parallel to 
Jesus Christ. Jesus said in verse 16, 11 will 
ask the Father and he will give you another 

helper." 
Two Greek words are translated 

"anothe " A//os means another of the same 
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kind. Reteros means another of a different 
kind. t et me illustrate the difference. Here is 
a hymn book. Hert is another hymn book 
allos, another of the same kind. Here is a 
Bible. Here is another Bible, 'heteros, another 
of a different kind. oth Greek words are . 
translated "another," but they do not mean 
the same thing. 

Which word do you think is used in 
our text? The word used here is a/los. In 
other words, Jesus said, 'The Father wil'I give 
you another comforter, another helper, but He 
will be of the same· quality and the same kind 
of helper that I have been." 

[ hat means fhe Holy Spirit is the· full 
manifestation of God just as Jesus is a full 
manifesfation of God Everything that can be 
said about God the r, everything that 
can be said about~ the Son, can be, and 
in fact is, said about the Holy Spirit. He is 
eternal (He.brews 9: 14). He is omnipotent 
{Genesis 1 :2) . He is omniscient (1 Car. 2:10-
11). He is omnipresenqPs. 1 :3: 9:7-10)_. He 
is holy (Ror:mans 1 :4) . He is life (Romans 8:2). L 
He is truth (John 14:7). He is divine! //4t f1P 

[ he tneological word used to express X J 
this truth is the word, "tr"nity." We do not have 
here an elaborated, detailed doctrine of the f¥,1// 
trinity . That came later. But we do have a 
trinity of experience. In their experience wifh 
the Father, the disciples knew He was really 
and fully divine. In their experie:ice wiith 
Jesus, they knew He was really and fullly 
divine. And, in their experience with the Holy 
Spirit, they became convinced He was really 
and fully divine. 

That is the trinity as the disciples 
experienced it. Bow to formulate that has 
been the great dilemma. Over the centuries, 
many analogies have been suggested to 
explain the trinity, to formulate it in our mind. 
None of these have been altogether 
satisfactory. 

Some have tried to understand the 
Trinity in terms of human personality. We 
have e otion will knowled e, three different 
aspects of o~rp~rsonality, yet we are one 
person. 4--I~· tJ-,ct-

-rJ.l_ -r~,.-,,if·y , ... s 2 ~ 

• 
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Some have tried to understand the 
Trinity in terms of relationships. To my 

Permanent 
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Ci) 
.,oaceots I am a son; to my (.::b ildcen I am a (3l The Holy Spirit is ecsonal. He is 
father; to ,Jae I am a husband, three different p arallel to the person and ministry of Jesus. 
relationships , yet I am the same person. And then, thirdly, in cse 16, Jesus said the 

One Sunday School teacher thought (1) Roly Spirit is permanent. Jesus said about 
she had the perfect answer as she was this other comforter who would come: " tJ!:J_ 
teaching one Sunday. So she rushed to the He will be with you forever." That word , 
church kitchen and came back with an egg. "forev r," is a translation of th~ Greek eis ton 
"Imagine," she told her students, "that God, aiona, ntil the end of the age?For as long as 
the Father, is the yoke of this egg, Jesus is there is life on this earth , the Holy Spirit will 
the white part, and the Holy Spirit is the shell. be here. "~I . A. 

They all combine to make one." Then, she In the Old Testament, the Spirit came~ 
broke the egg into a small bowl and a double and went, temporari ly residing in a person's ~rri 

yoke came out! All analogies similarly have life to enable him or her to accomplish God's 
their weak points. purpose. Now, He would erman ntl abide 

owever, this truth is, nevertheless, 
tbere: the Holy Spirit is ________ -f..;~~~-:....t/z........)w.!J::..:.·~,.£=;,., in the heart of every 

- eliever. s had 
not QiJO of God or f.!;.s,s f G d been esid the 
than God or a.:wb stilute We have the very presence o o 
for God. He God. with us at all times: internally, disciples in His bodily, 

When Jesus said limited form for a short 
permanently, and eternally. 

this about the Holy Spir~t. 
He was not giving a 
lesson in dogmatics. He · 

. .......................................... . 

was giving to the disciples a couple of 
spiritual truths. 

• First, llesus was telling His disciples 
they could be confident with the Holy Spirit. 
They could count on the Holy Spirit just as 
they had counted on Him. "Everything I have 
tjone for you in my physical presence beside 
you," Jesus declared, "He will do by His 
spiritual presence within you." 

Second, Jesus was telling His 
disciples they could be comfortable with the 
Holy Spirit. They would JJ.0t be under new 
management. Jesus was going away and 
another helper was coming . But their new 
helper, the Holy Spirit would lead them in the 
same direction they were accustomed to 
during the time that Jesus was with them. 

When we deal with the Holy Spirit it is 
the same thing as dealing with Jesus. 
He is another comforter, but He is another 
comforter just like Jesus. The Holy Spirit 
continues the ministry of Jesus. 

em in the 
i( , to the end of the age. We have the 

~ery presence of God with us at all times: 
internally, permanently , and eternally. 

If this thought ever captures our 
spirits, we will never have another moment of 
fear as long as we live; will never have 
another moment of loneliness as long as we 
live; will never have another moment of 
paralyzing anxiety as long as we· live; will 
never again stand timid before a task as long 
as we live: will never be inordinately 
concerned about what other people think, for 
we will know God is with us. 

The New Testament teaching about 
the person of the Holy Spirit reminds us that 
God is with us, not only there and then , but 
also here and now. 

___ _,_ 
But there is more! This Holy Spirit who 
us and i us has a purpose to fulfill 
us. We'll begin considering the work 

Holy Spirit in the next message. 

~ 



WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRm 
John 14:16 

"And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor, He 
will never leave you. 

I. The Holy Spirit is Personal 
> The Holy Spirit is a "He" and not a power but a person. 
1. Personal pronouns are used in reference to the Holy Spirit 

--"He will never leave you." 
-- John 14:26, 15: 26; 16:13, and 16:14 

2. Characteristics of personality are ascribed to the Holy Spirit 
--1 Cor. 2:11; Eph. 4:30; I Cor. 12:11 

3. Many actions are attributed to the Holy Spirit that only a person can do 
I Cor 2:10; Rom. 8:26; John 14:26; John 15:26 

II. The Holy Spirit is Parallel to Jesus Christ 
--"And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor." 
> The Greek word, allos, is used-"Another of the same kind." 
> This means the Holy Spirit is the full manifestation of God just as Jesus 

is a full manifestation of God. 
--Lessons Jesus is teaching: 
1. You can be confidentwith the Holy Spirit 
2. You can be comfortable with the Holy Spirit 

>When we deal with the Holy Spirit it is the same thing as dealing 
with Jesus. 

III. The Holy Spirit is Permanent 
--"He will never leave you." "He will be with you forever." 
>We have the very presence of God with us at all times. 

Conclusion: The Holy spirit reminds us that God is with us, not only there and 
then, but also hear and now." 

The Holy Spirit who is with us and in us has a purpose to fulfill through us. 


