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THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
John 10:/-t~f.z 8 

(Seventh in a series of sermons on the Gospel of John, January Bible 
Study book for 1989. Seventeen sermons in all will be printed.) 

I want you to notice how 
John ties Jesus in with Jewish 
thought, proclaiming Him as the 
fulfillment of the expectations 
that are voiced in the Jewish 
festivals. 

The story in John 7 is put 
in the context of the Feast of 
Tabernacles (John 7:2). An im
portant part of this celebration 
came on the eighth day when the 
priest would pour water from the 
pool of Siloam out of a golden 
pitcher onto the altar in the 
Temple as an offering to God. I t 
wa s aG that time that Jes us s a id , 
"If any one thirst, let him come 
to me and drink" (John 7:37). In 
other words, Jesus was saying, " I 
am the water that will really 
satisfy." 

The story in John 8 is also 
put in the context of the Feast 
of Tabernacles. In addition to 
the water libation that I have 
jus t menti oned, there was another 
ceremony that took place during 
this feast called the 
illumination of the Temple. Four 
great candelabra were placed in 
the center of the Court of the 
Women . The light was so 
brilliant that it is said that 
every courtyard in Jerusalem was 
lit up with its brilliance. It 
was at that time that Jesus said, 
"I am the light of the world." 
(8 : 12) In other words, Jesus was 
saying, "You might think that 
those lights were bright. But I 
am the brightest light, the light 
that will illuminate the entire 
world." 

The story in John 10 is put 
in the context of the Feast of 
Dedication (John 10:22), a 
celebration to commemorate the . 
purification of the Temple under 
Judas Haccabaeus. On the Sabbath 
nearest the feast of dedication 
the Scripture readings in the 
synagogues would focus on those 
passages dealing with sheep and 
shepherds. It was at that time 
Jesus said, "I am the good 
shepherd" (John 10:11). 

The shepherd was a prototype 
srael, used in reference to 

tn Psala 23, used 
reference to4 ~ ~ ~~~--.::;::.::::::~ 
in salah ~iX.:.~:?:,,,,= 
reference 
rabinnical literature. 

esu~ called Himself the 
sliepherd (John 10:11), Be was 
attributing to Himself one of the 
most exalted titles in all of 
Jewish thought. 

In this beautiful, moving 
passage which is our text, we 
are given some keen insights into 
what the good shepherd does for 
his sheep. 

HE KNOWS BIS SHEEP l't 
First, Jesus says that the 

good shepherd knows his sheep. 
There is a personal element in 
verse 3 that I want us to see 
tonight. Jesus says that the 
Good Shepherd "calls his o 
sheep by name." 

A very close, 
relationship existed 

personal 
between a 



shepherd and his sheep. Be was 
with them all the time. They 
were totally dependent on him. 
Consequently, they were more than 
mere animals to him. They were 
his friends. They were his 
children. It was the custom in 
that day for the shepherd to give 
names to each of his sheep. ~is 
phrase in verse 3 thus testifies 
to a personal, caring relation
ship that existed between the 
shepherd and the sheep. Be knew 
every one of his sheep b 

I don't think there is 
_}ct.bing more uplifting than for 

someone to know our name. 
Several months ago I received a 
note from one of our new members. 

• 1 The lady mentioned that she had 
rnit· cf talked with me on the previous 

· ~ 1J1 ($ Sunday and then she added this 
()~C sentence, "You remembered my 
I' name, of all the many people in 

the church, you remembered my 
name. 

I am glad that she was 
encouraged by the fact that I 
knew her name. But I want to 
tell you some infinitely better 
news: Jesus knows your name. 
Not only does he know your name, 
but he knows everything about 
you. He knows your needs. Be 
knows your weaknesses. He knows 
your problems. He knows your 

ceomplishments. Be knows your 
limitations. The Bible says that 
He even knows the number of hairs 
on your head. 

Do ~ou know what that means? 
It means that you are important 
to Jesus~~ 

W~ the story in Luk 15 the 
point becomes even clearer. 
Ninety-nine sheep are in the 
fold, safe and sound. Only one 
sheep is lost. Only one little 
sheep is not there. That's 
pretty good. That' s 99% 

~~£.J attendance. But Jesus says when 
~~~-- that happens the shepherd leaves 
~v· 

2 

the 99 who are safe and sound and 
he searches everywhere until he 
finds that one little sheep. 
When he finds him, he reJ01ces. 
Every sheep is important to the 
shepherd ana eveu person is 
important to Jesus 5 ~ ~P ).._~ 

Praise God, Jesus ~ r~ 
about us in a pe;l's en-a-~ .ay__,.__ 
Jesus knows us so well that he 
can call us by r name. 

BE SAVES BIS SHEEP 

Then Jesus says that the 
shepherd saves his sheep. In 
verse 9 Jesus says, "I am t. e 
aoor; if any one enters by me, he 
will be saved." 

The verb 
passive voice 
this salvation 
is done for 
don't save 
shepherd saves 

"saved" is in 
to indicate 
is something 
the sheep. 
themselves. 
them. 

the 
that 
that 
They 

The 

Think for a moment abo~t°" 
those poor sheep. Sheep are 
\},llagressive animals. They are 
relatively defenseless. They are 
ea ily led astray. They 

- ~ . t t 
-

0
~ ~ They are in ~ns an 

care and supervision. 
are constantly ~andering off 
getting lost like that sheep 
Jesus' story in Luke 15. 

The Bible says we are like 
those sheep. Because of that our 
greatest need is not to be 
~ucated, not to be aade socially 
acceptable, not to be ESYCho
lgSicallj, adjusteq, not to be 
f.inapgjally stabiJ1zed. Our 
greatest need is to be save. We 
need to have our~ orgiven, 
our ~lives changed, and our ~ure 
secured. We need to be save. ~ 

what Jesus does 
nship wi - ~ .,..,her 

.8LLs..- - ..L1111.a.,;;.a..1~~- hat yo re 
mid.die of a dy of 

tat ~ou are drownina: 



to go under for the 

A boat approaches you in 
which Confucious is riding. Be 
looks down at you and says, !Ah, 
so! Wise man is he who, when he 
does not know how to swim, does 
not so in water. And then he 
passes you by. 

Then Buddha comes riding by 
in a boat. e says, • .. Man, your 
problem is that you are 
struggling too hard. You are 
caught up too much in the desire 
to be saved. Just relax and quit 
struggling. That's what you need 
to do." Be passes you by and you 
go under. 

Then a boat comes by in 
which a :M~~- is riding. Be 
says, "Man, I'm sorry you are in 
such a fix. Maybe the next time 
around, when you are 
reincarnated, you won't get into 
such a fix." And he keeps going . 

Then Mohl!l_gpled comes by in a 
boat, and when he sees you he 
says, NWhether you sink or 
whether rou swim, it is the will 
of A11·i·~ And he passed you by. 

I /A~ Then Jesus come 1/( y in a 
P.,)O'M1.t boat A and w en e sees what con
~ I~ dition you are in he says, "Here, 

take my hand." 

11. 

That's the difference. 
Whatever your &_i:t;uati-on in life, 
however bad you are, Jesus comes 
to you and says, "Here, take my 
hand." If you will turn your 
life over to Jesus Christ Be will 
give you pardon, peace, purpose, 
power, and a permanent rela
tionship with God. He'll save 
you. 

HE DIES FOR HIS SHJIBP 

Then Jesus says 
thing about the good 
he dies for his sheep. 

a third 
shepherd: 

3 

Most of what Jesus says in 
this chapter can be paralleled in 
the experience of the shepherds 
of that day. But this idea is 
something absolutely unique. 
This is a new thought, a distinct 
idea. 

It is true that the shepherd 
had to be willing at -any moment 
to defend his sheep against enemy 
attack. And on occasions a 
shepherd may have been 
overpowered by a foe and thus 
lose his life. But verse 18 
clearly shows that what Jesus was 
talking about was a predetermined 
act on the part of the shepherd 
to deliberately lay down his life 
for his sheep. Al~, ._, ~ in 
these few 
l:ay down 

sermon. 

I said that the good JI-
shepherd saves Bis sheep. But 
~? Bow can Jesus save us? Bow 
can this man who lived two thou
sand years ago have an effect on 
our lives today? The answer is 
the cross. 

Listen 
it in Colos 
rescued us o 
and gloom of 
brought us 
His dear 
freedom 
forgave 
1:13-14, 

atan's 
nto the 

who 
His 

way Paul put 
"For he has 
the darkness 

kingdom and 
kingdom of 

bought our 
blood and 

sins" (Col. 

Paul further explains, "It 
was through what His Son did that 
God cleared a path for everything 
to come to him--all things in 
heaven and on earth for 
Christ's death on the cro§J> s 
made peace with god for all by 
Bis blood" (Col. 1:20; Living). 

The most glorious statement 



[O 

in the entire chapter is the 
statement that the shepherd 
lovingly, freely, deliberately, 
purposefully, of Bis own will, 
laid down Bis life for Bis sheep. 

PROVIDES FOR BIS SHli:JW 

There is more still in this 
great passage. The shepherd also 
provides for his sheep. 

Bow we Christians need to 
realize that Jesus doesn't just 
save us and then set us up on a 
shelf to wait for the glories of 
heaven. Jesus provides eveey:
thing that we to 
experience the fullnes _-fil 
a unmnrt i:-if e. --:--T a s w at he 

in verse 10. What does the 
shepher provide? 

Be provides security. He 
says in verse 9 that the shepl\~rd 
saves the sheep and that they can 
go in and out. h This was the 

1 ~ Jewish way of describing a life 
V~~E , that is absolutely secure and 

~ ~ safe. Jesus lets us know that we 
Aid-Th//'. are on God's side. And as Paul 
"Ifl.AG! says it in 8 "If God is 

for us, who can be against us." 

He provides strength. Look 
at verse 3. Jesus says that the 
shepherd leads his sheep out. A 
shepherd would not send his sheep 
ahead by themselves . He would 
lead them and walk with them so 
that he could give them whatever 
help they needed. 

So many times we say, "Oh, 
if only Jesus were here.·· Be i s 
here. "Lo, I am with you 
alway..s," Jesus said, "even to the 
ends of the age." 

1 He provides sustenance . 
Look at verse 9. He says, ~If 

\ -~yone enters by me, he will be 
~ saved and will go in and out and 

find pasture." 
C 

What was it that the sheep 

needed to keep living? They 
needed mo than security. They 
needed more than §tren~h. They 
needed JSustenance. They needed 
p s ca nourishment, and it was 
the shepherd who led them to the 
best pastures where they could 
get that physical sustenance they 
needed. · 

Tmlt's what Jesus does for 
us spiritually. If you will lfiUk 
with the Lord daily and drink of 
His wisdom daily and ~eat the 
strong meat of His word dai! y and 
feast on His spiritual pastures, 
He is going to give you a 
spiritual sustenance that will 
enable you to grow as you become 
more and more like Him. 

He also provides safe- d-8 
keeping. In verse 28, Jesus ) 
says, "I will give my sheeplL' 
eternct,l life, And they shall 
never perish and No _o_n_e ___ s_h_arl~l~ 
snatch them out of lllY 
No wolf, no thief, no bandit, no 
hireling, no demon, not 
even the devil can pluck the 
sheep out of the hand of the 
great shepherd. 

( C 
Do you know why? Beca e He 

who is in us is gr~ter than he 
world (.1 John 4:4). 

There was a time in Martin 
Luther'~ life when the roa o 
<larlf. The delegate from the pope 
said, "Luther, the Pope's little 
finger is stronger than all 
Germany. When the Pope comes 
after you and all of your friends 
leave you, where will you be 
then? Luther answered, "Then, as 
now, in -fhe hands of almighty 
God. ft 

If you put your life in the 
hands of the great shepherd of 
the sheep, no matter what 
happens, you will be where you 
are right now ... in the hands of 
almiRhty hGod. Because nothing 
can 5naT.c us out of his hand. 



Parable of the Good Shepherd 

1 0 "Tmly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter by 
the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbs up 

some other way, he is •a thief and a robber. 
2 "But he who enters by the door is •a shepherd of the 

sheep. 
3 "To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear •his 

voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and bleads them 
out. 

4 "When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, 
and the sheep follow him because they know •his voice. 

5 "A stranger they simply will not follow, but will flee 
from him, because they do not know •the voice of strangers." 

6 This •figure of speech Jesus spoke to them, but they did 
not understand what those things were which He had been 
saying to them. 

7 So Jesus said to them again, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I 
am •the door of the sheep. 

8 "All who came before Me are •thieves and robbers, but 
the sheep did not hear them. 

9 "•I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be 
saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 

10 "The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 
came that they •may have life, and 1have it abundantly. 
'11 "~I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd blays down 

His life for the sheep. 
12 "He who is a hired hand, and not a •shepherd, who is not 

the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the 
sheep and flees , and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. 

13 "He flees because he is a hired hand and is not 
concerned about the sheep. 

14 "•I am the good shepherd, and bJ know My own and My 
own know Me, 

15 even as •the Father knows, Me and I know the Father; 
a~lbJ lay down My life for the sheep. ' 
1~ have •other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must 

bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will 
become bone flock with <one shepherd. 

17 "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I •lay 
down My life so that I may take it again. 

18 1'•No one has taken it away from Me, but I blay it down 
on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I 
have authority to take it up again. <This commandment I 
received from My Father." 

I 28 and I give •eternal lite to them, and they W ill never 
perish; and bno one will snatch them out of My hand. 
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THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
John 10:1-18 & 28 

I. Knows His Sheep - vss. 3,14 
> Jesus cares about us in a 

· F 
personal way. He calls us by name. 

II. Saves His Sheep - vs. 9 
> This is what Jesus does for us. 

III. Dies For His Sheep - vss. 11,18 
>He dies deliberately for us. 

IV. Provides For His Sheep 
1. Security - vs. 9 
2. Strength - vs. 3 
3. Sustenance - vs. 9 
4. Safekeeping - vs. 28 
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