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5th in the series on The Tw elve 

Philip 
We would know nothing whatever about Philip if it were 

not for John's account, for he is not mentioned, except in 
the list of the Twelve, in the first three gospels. We have 
mentioned before the strangeness of the fact that so many 
of these twelve men are more or less ignored by the gospel 
writers. It is strange, coo, chat in the account of the fol
lowers of our Lord in the book of Acts, only Peter and 
John are given any prominence. Paul is the new apostle 
who takes the limelight there. We have to rely on tradition 
to tell us how any of the twelve met their end, with the 
exception of course, of Judas. The New Testament writ
ers did not realize that one day, through the pages of the 
New Testament, the names of the Twelve would be made 
immortal. 

Philip appears only five times in John's gospel, and 
always in the company of one or more of the other discip
les. His story is intertwined, inevitably, with that of his 
friend Andrew, and thus we shall recall those inci dents 
we related when we talked about Andrew a few weeks ago. 
1. Philip was another of the disciples to whom our Lord's 
first words were simply, "Follow me!" Actually, he was 
the very first of the disciples to hear those words. 

2. Immediately after hearing the call of the Master, and 
following Him, Philip sought out his friend Nathanael, and 
told him that he had discovered the presence of the Mes
siah. Nathanael, you remember, was skeptical, and ex
plained in disbelief, "Can anything good come out of Naz
areth?" Philip's answer was simple: "Come and see for 
yourself!" He did not attempt to argue the matter with 
Nathanael- as William Barclay has said (The Master's 
Men): "Argument often only obscures;confrontation sweeps 
away a man's defences." 

Christians could realize that belief on the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our Saviour, following Him, knowing Him, obey
ing His teachings, living for Him, are the things that make 
us one Body in Christ: how one is baptized, how the church 
is governed and administered, whether the Christian Sab
bath is on a Saturday or on a Sunday- these are surely un
important in the light of the great and fundamental beliefs 
upon which we are all agreed. 
3. Philip makes his next appearance on the occasion of 
the feeding of the five thousand. You remember that af
ter Christ had talked to the multitude, they were hungry, 
and our Lord turned to Philip, who, it has been suggested, 
was chief steward, in charge of the feeding of the Twelve. 
Jesus asked Philip, "Whence shall we buy bread, that 
these may eat?" Philip exclaimed, "Ten dollars worth of 
bread would not be enough for them, even if they only had 
a little each." (Phillips). John adds that Jesus asked 
Philip this question to test him, for He himself knew what 
was to be done. Philip failed the test! 

Philip would like to have fed the multitude, but he 
conceived that the cost would be too great. And even if 
they could find the money, how was it po ~sible to get food 
on such short notice? To feed r.hem was· JUSt an imprac
ticable idea. Best forget it! 

Philip was the cautious type, the type of man or woman 
who, faced with a g,eat challenge, say at once, "It's im
possible! Forget it!" It can't be done!" As Edgar Guest 
wrote: 

"Somebody said that it couldn't be done, 
But he with a chuckle replied, 
That maybe it couldn't, but he would be one 
Who wouldn't say so till he'd tried." 

The Bible puts it even better: "Where there is no vi
sion, the people perish." 

As active, working Christians we are faced with new 
challenges each day. As an active Church, we, too, con
stantly face new challenges. There is the constant chal
lenge to reach out- to bring more people into our church 
and under the influence of the gospel. There is the chal
lenge that we meet every time we come across indifference 
and evil. There are questions that we need to ask our
selves: is our church meeting the needs of the community? 
Is it reaching the unchurched, the youth, the sick, ,the 
troubled? Is it reaching into broken, or breaking, homes 
with its message of love and understanding? Is it reach
ing beyond the local community, into other lands where 
the gospel is so sorely needed? Is it carrying the messag'e 
of life and of physical as well as spiritual healing through
out the world? Which bring s us to the challeng e as it faces 
us, as individuals : Am I doing all I can to help the church 
to become an effective instrument for our Lord? 
4. We meet Philip once more in an incident which we re

lated when we talked about Andrew. You remember that 
some Greeks sought out Philip, when he was with Andrew, 
and s a id, simply, "We would see Jesus." What did Philip 

_ do? .e. .did nor rake them to_J-esus. It is pr,obable t.hat 
the Greeks first approached Philip because, though he was 
a Jew, he had a Greek name. But Philip was not the type 
to make up his mind in a hurry. These men were not Jews; 
they were foreigners. Would Jesus welcome them? So he 
turned to Andrew- and Andrew, without a second's hesi
t a tion, took them to the Master. 

I suspect that you would be s urpri sed if you knew how 
many folk you meet who would like to say to you, "We 
would see Jesus." Maybe they hesitate beca use they are 
not sure how you would react. Maybe they are waiting for 
a hint, a word of invitation, waiting for you to give them 
some indication tha t you would like to help them. Don't 
leave the invitation to Andrew! 
S. As has been the case in so many of the twelve, our 
final sight of Philip is in the Upper Room. Jesus has been 
trying to make the disciples see that the end is near, that 
soon He will be rejoining His Father. Then Philip blurts 
out: "Lord, show us the Father, and we shall be satis
fied.'' Jesus replies in those immortal words, "He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father.'' William Temple has 
said that "the central fundamental affirmation of the Chris
tian religion is that Jesus of Nazareth is the unique, final 
manifestation of. God." Like Philip, we may have trouble 
in understanding the Fatherhood of God, in finding out, as 
so many children have trouble in finding out, "what God 
looks like." It is through Jesus that we know the Father. 
This is the mystery of the incarnation. "The glory of God 
is to be seen where men least expect it- in the weakness, 
the suffering, the lowliness of Him who "emptied Himself," 
ta!cing the form of a servant. Christ is God- not in spite 
of the infirmities He shared with us, but because of them. 
His dignity is seen in the indignities He endured. Noth-



ing so much became the love of the Most High God as to 
mingle with mankind as one of us- limited for a season 
by our frailties, that from these frailties we might be e
ternally delivered." (The Lord of Christian Faith and 
Life," Board of Christian Education, United Presbyterian 
Church of the U. S. A.) 

Christ's reprimand to Philip provides a fitting conclu-

sion to what I have said this morning. Jesus said to Phil
ip, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you do not 
know me, Philip?" We have the means to know our Lord 
a great deal better than Philip could; and yet, I can hear 
Him saying to me. "Have I been with you so long, and yet 
you do not know me, Lance?" Our Lord Himself provided 
the answer: "Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me." 



Philip 
5th in a Series of Thirteen Sennons 

By LANCE A. MANTLE 

We would know nothing whatever about Philip if it were 
not for John's account, for he is not mentioned, except in 
the list of the Twelve, in the first three gospels. We have 
mentioned before the strangeness of the fact that so many 
ofthese twelvemen aremore orless ignored by the gospel 
writers. It is strange, too, that in the account of the fol
lowers of our Lord in the book of Acts, only Peter and 
John are given any prominence. Paul is the new apostle 
who takes the limelight there. We have to rely on tradition 
to tell us how any of the twelve met their end, ,with the 
exception of course, of Judas. The New Testament writ
ers did not realize that one day, through the pages of the 
New Testament, the names of the Twelve would be made 
immortal. 

Philip appears only five times in John's gospel, and 
always in the company of one or more of the other discip
les. His story is intertwined, inevitably, with that of his 
friend Andrew, and thus we shall recall those incidents 
we related when we talked about Andrew a few weeks ago. 
I. Philip was another of the disciples . to whom our Lord's 
first words were simply, "Follow me!" Actually, he was 
the very first of the disciples to hear those words. 

2. Immediately after hearing the call of the Master, and 
following Him, Philip sought out his friend Nathanael, and 
told him that he had discovered the presence of the Mes
siah. Nathanael, you remember, was skeptical, and ex
plained in disbelief, "Can anything good come out of Naz
areth?" Philip's answer was simple: "Come and see for 
yourself!" He did not attempt to argue the matter with 
Nathanael- as William Barclay has said (The Master's 
Men): ''Argument often only obscures; confrontation sweeps 
away a man's defences." 

Christians could realize that belief on the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our Saviour, following Him, knowing Him, obey
ing His teachings, living for Him, are the things that make 
us one Body in Christ: how one is baptized, how the church 
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is governed and administered, ,whether the Christian Sab
bath is on a Saturday or on a Sunday- these are surely un
important in the light of the great and fundamental beliefs 
upon which we are all agreed. 
3. Philip makes his next appearance on the occasion of 
the feeding of the five thousand. You remember that af
ter Christ had talked to the multitude, they were hungry, 
and our Lord turned to Philip, who, it has been suggested, 
was chief steward, in charge of the feeding of the Twelve. 
Jesus asked Philip, "Whence shall we buy bread, that 
these may eat?" Philip exclaimed, i'Ten dollars worth of 
bread would not be enough for them, even if they only had 
a little each." (Phillips). John adds that Jesus asked 
Philip this question to test him, for He himself knew what 
was to be done. Philip failed the test! 

Philip would like to have fed the multitude, but he 
conceived that the cost would be too great. And even if 
they could find the money, how was it possible to get food 
on such short notice? To feed them was just an imprac
ticable idea. Best forget it! 

Philip was the cautious type, the type of man or woman 
who, faced with a great challenge, say at once, "It's im
possible! Forget it!" It can't be done!" As Edgar Guest 
wrote: 

"Somebody said that it couldn't be done, 
But he with a chuckle replied, 
That maybe.it couldn't, but he would be one 
Who wouldn't say so till he'd tried." 

The Bible puts it even better: "Where there is no vi
sion, the people perish." 

As active, working Christians we are faced with new 
challenges each day. As an active Church, we, too, con
stantly face new challenges. There is the constant chal
lenge to reach out- to bring more people into our church 
and under the influence of the gospel. There is the chal
lenge that we meet every time we come across indifference 
and evil. There are questions that we need to ask our-



on an expense account? How many ot our younger min
isters would move into an unrehabilitated parsonage? How 
many find glee in momentary martyrdom? How many have 
sufficient personal resources of faith to stand, at the last 
moment, alone-feeling not only in others but in them
selves the pain of ultimate imperfection, complete failure, 
the sense of forsakenness experienced by Christ on the 
cross? 

Being self-conscious prophets, we prophesy out of 
junior executive salaries. If we experience public rejection 
we can usually share some of our sour grapes with fellow 
clergymen who have had similar fates-indeed, it may be 
a mark of status among us. Unbeknownst to most laymen, 
there exists among ministers what might be termed a 
fellowship of cynics. Many of these are individuals who 
have rejected the conservative theological beliefs of the 
past and found little to fill the void. 

More and more seminarians, pastors, and denomina
tional executives seek out the services of professional 
psychiatrists, or are referred by fellow pastors or faculty 
members who feel incompetent to deal with them. Again 
and again we meet those who have a fine understanding 
of their symptoms, but only vague feelings for the roots 
of their discontent. 

LOST MORALITY 

Most clergymen are agreed that the moral edicts of 
the Victorian period are inadequate for our day, but in 
rejecting old moralisms they have found few solid pre
cepts for constructing modern systems of ethics. We have 
not found appropriate criteria to guide ourselves and 
others in making moral decisions. 

Have we looked deeply enough into the real meaning 
of the severe marital and sexual crises of our younger 
clergy? Have we heard the implications of the statement 
that it may be immoral to remain with a wife that is not 
loved just because there are children involved in the event 
of divorce? Have we heard what is said when a married 
minister finds a real personal relationship and understands 
himself to be making incarnate the Biblical meaning of 
"to know one another"-with a woman who is not his 
wife? Do we even talk together openly about what such 
pressing personal problems tell us about ourselves, our 
understanding of the ministry, our understanding of the 
theologies that guide us? 

How can we minister to others when we have not 
honestly admitted we ministers share the whole gamut of 
problems faced by all persons? And how, heaven help us, 
can we share moral standards with others when we have 
not worked them through for ourselves? 

STEREOTYPES 

We are selectively compassionate. I feel for this per
son; for that one, I do not. With this group I can minister; 
with that group I cannot. 

The increasing mobility of ministers tends to prevent 
deep relationships with the people of any one congrega
tion. The increasing size and complexity of churches 
tends to fragment our relationships with families and with 
individuals within the context of their total life situations. 
Not really knowing our people, we readily judge and stere-
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otype them. If they speak the "wrong" words, we may 
close our ears to them. If they look like junior executives 
and suburban housewives, we may no longer see them sit
ting in our congregations seeking, perhaps in quiet des
peration, the Word of God . If we cannot get along with 
them, we can always move on to another church . 

We stereotype one another. He-the historical liberal 
-has nothing to say. She-the old-maid Christian educa
tor-would rather find a man than teach. He-choosing 
the town and country ministry--doesn't have the stuff to 
go where the "real" issues are. She-seminary student
will never be accepted as a pastor. 

We also stereotype the meaning to be found in various 
forms of worship. We sometimes pride ourselves in not 
letting our congregations sing the old Gospel hymns. We 
minimize the importance of the sermon, and choose to put 
our time elsewhere. We expect our congregations to move 
immediately into more significant forms of worship, for
getting that they are probably no more adept than we in 
changing overnight. We stereotype our laymen, our ses
sion members, the participants in our ladies' auxiliaries. 
We forget that not every layman has the privilege of 
having gone through four years of college and three years 
of graduate school. We wait for them to ask questions in 
our words, and cannot hear them when they use their own. 

We are so busy stereotyping aspects of church life and 
the persons of our parishioners and our fellow pastors, 
that we do not hear their questions; we do not touch them 
where they are living; we do not smell the aroma of 
rejection that we emit. 

RENEWING THE CHURCH 

It is my contention that this generation of pastors 
stands in the way of church renewal. But my purpose is 
not to deny, but to affirm. The renewal of the church is 
underway at those moments when we look most deeply 
into ourselves. It is underway when we ministers reach 
out to the layman, sharing with him all of our failure and 
self-doubt, our pretensions as well as our passions. Re
newal is underway when we ask our congregations not to 
expect us to be more than we are, but to share with us 
the task of becoming more than we are through the com
munity we share in common, graced by a God who makes 
no distinctions between layman and minister. 

The renewal of the church demands mutual repent
ance. We cannot judge others for lacking what we our
selves do n<'t have. Somewhere renewal must have its be
ginning point. And perhaps that point lies in the willing
ness of ministers and laymen to sit down together and 
recognize that the task they face is a common one. In
stead of walking to the mourner's wall with his fellow 
clergymen and despairing of his job, let the minister share 
his concerns within the congregation of which he is a part. 
In this age of seeking, let the minister apply the hopeful 
words of Christ-"Seek and ye shall find."-to both him
self and the congregation he is serving. Let the minister 
restore his faith by joining with laymen in the quest for 
understanding and meaning that is so crucial in our time . 
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selves: is our church meeting the needs of the community? 
Is it reaching the unchurched, the youth, the sick, ,the 
troubled? Is it reaching into broken, or breaking, homes 
with its message of love and understanding? Is it reach
ing beyond the local community, into other lands where 
the gospel is so sorely needed? Is it carrying the message 
of life and of physical as well as spiritual healing through
out the world? Which brings us to the challenge as it faces 
us, as individuals: Am I doing all I can to help the church 
to become an effective instrument for our Lord? 
4. We meet Philip once more in an incident which we re

lated when we talked about Andtew. You remember that 
some Greeks sought out Philip, when he was with Andrew, 
and said, simply, "We would see Jesus." What did Philip 
do? He d1d not take them to Jesus. It is probable that 
the Greeks first approached Philip because, though he was 
a Jew, he had a Greek name. But Philip was not the type 
to make up his mind in a hurry. These men were not Jews; 
they were foreigners. Would Jesus welcome them? So he 
turned to Andrew- and Andrew, without a second's hesi
tation, took them to the Master. 

I suspect that you would be surprised if you knew how 
many folk you me.et who would like to say to you, , "We 
would see Jesus." Maybe they hesitate because they are 
not sure how you would react. Maybe they are waiting for 
a hint, a word of invitation, waiting for you to give them 
some indication that you would like to help them. Don't 
leave the invitation to Andrew! 
5. As has been the case in so many of the twelve, our 
final sight of Philip is in the Upper Room. Jesus has been 
trying to make the disciples see that the end is near, that 

Many of the present day evils are due to bringing the 
old individualistic spirit over into the new social condi
tions. The motto of that spirit was "every man for him
self.'' Every angel for himself would ruin heaven. The 
normal spirit of the new social civilization would express 
itself in the motto, "Each for all and all for each. " Prof. 
Huxley declared the principle of self-sacrifice, succeeding 
the struggle for existence, to be the law of progress for 
civilized man. The men of altruistic spirit today are t~e 
pioneers of that high er stage of civilization which Prof. 
Huxley anticipated. - Josiah Strong. 

Jesus Christ had His work to do , and the cross and 
the tomb were the completion of that work. His work came 
before His personal choice. He was laying down the life 
of His body, but in losing the lesser mortal self, He be
lieved that He would be findin g in brighter and unsullied 
radiance the greater self, forever beyond the touch of cor
ruption. For Him to suffer the cross was the will of God, 
and He trusted the will of God, His judgment, His love, 
His care , on both sides of the tomb, more by far than He 
trusted any fug itive selfish desires of His own which may 
have visited His heart. He put behind Himself every fear, 
and said to His disciples , "Behold, we go up to Jerusa
lem."-Russell Henry Stafford. 

The New Testament has nothing to say about mending 
men; it uniformly demands something far more profound. 
Secular systems of mora lity seek to bridge over the dis-

soon He will be rejoining His Father. Then Philip blurts 
out: "Lord, .show us the Father, and we shall be satis
fied.' -' Jesus replies in those immortal words, "He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father.'·' William Temple has 
said that ''the central fundamental affirmation of the Chris
tian religion is that Jesus of Nazareth is the unique, final 
manifestation of God." Like Philip, we may have trouble 
in understanding the Fatherhood of God, in finding out, as 
so many children have trouble in finding out, ''what God 
looks like." It is through Jesus that we know the Father. 
This is the mystery of the incarnation. "The glory of God 
is to be seen where men least expect it- in the weakness, 

the suffering, the lowliness of Him who "emptied Himself," 
taking the form of a servant. Christ is God- not in spite 
of the infirmities He shared with us, but because of them. 
His dignity is seen in the indignities He endured. Noth
ing so much became the love of the Most High God as to 
mingle with mankind as one of us- limited for a season 
by our frailties, that from these frailties we might be e
ternally delivered." (The Lord of Christian Faith and 
Life,'.' Board of Christian Education, United Presbyterian 
Church of the U. S. A.) 

Christ's reprimand to Philip provides a fitting conclu
sion to what I have said this morning. Jesus said to Phil
ip, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you do not 
know me, Philip?" We have the means to know our Lord 
a great deal better than Philip could; and yet, I can hear 
Him saying to me. "Have I been with you so long, and yet 
you do not know me, Lance?" Our Lord Himself provided 
the answer: "Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me." 

tance between the actual and the ideal man by culture, 
reformation, amelioration; whilst the Gospel demands a 
change so radical and complete that it can be described 
only as a regeneration, a resurrection, a transformation in 
the spirit of the mind-a new creation,-Watkinson. 

There is no argument for Christianity like Christ, and 
there is no defence and confirmation of the Gospel like a 
Christian. Give me but one-if there is but one Christian 
in the world-and I will prove the Gospel by him. -Henry 
G. Weston. 

There is not only a hunger of the head, there is a hun
ger of the heart, nor can the two be separated as easily 
as men suppose. The head will not cease from hungerin g 
until the heart is satisfied. There is no more barren form 
of idolatry than the worship of the intellect. An idol i s 
something that claims a power apart from God, which it 
cannot possess. But the heart is really stronger than the 
head in every one of us whenever it comes to things that 
really mattei; and the stronger our heads are th e more as
tounding and ultimately unreasonable are the means which 
the heart will use to satisfy itself. It i s wha t we love 
that makes us what we are. The supreme question for all 
of us is, What do we love, what do we want?-G. Studdert 
Kennedy . 



'Cite /lp(Jsf/e PH I LI p ,- -
Sito us tlte 1ntlter 

LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF PHILIP 
Jerold R. McBride, Th.D. 



LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF PHILIP 

Lessons from the lives of the Apostles, Number 9 

Philip is one of the apostles who has been rescued 
from oblivion by John's gospel. John reports that 
Philip was the first man to whom Jesus addressed the 
words, 1'Follow me." 

Even if Philip never emerged , from the background, 
and even if he remained a man about whom we know very 
little, he would have the imperishable distinction of 
being the first man to hear the master say, ''Follow 
me!" 

But Philip does not remain in the .background for 
he makes four appearances in the fourth gospel. Each 
of these appearances holds a great lesson for us. 

Personal Evangelism · 

After Philip responded to the call from Jesus, his 
first act was to find his close friend; Nathanael, and 
to tell him of Jesus. Pe~sonal evangelism grows· out of 
a missionary spirit. The moment Philip found Jesus he 
could not help but share him with Nathanael. 

That "missions begin at home" is dramatized by 
this apostle's experience with his friend. Not until 
he had won Nathanael, and doubtlessly others at home, 
did Philip hear and respond to the great commission of 
Christ to go into all the world. This inner desire to 
tell others of Jesus rests within each of us--ours is 
simply the task of following our heart 1s urging. 

Personal evangelism seeks out the lost (John 1:LJ-
46) for we read that Philip "findeth" Nathanael. This 
word, "findeth" in verse 4, is the same Greek word 
translated "seek out" in verse 43. We must take the 



initiative in leading others to Christ. They may be 
morally good, as was Nathanael (John 1:47) but they 
still need a SaViour. 

As we become witnesses of Christ, we must answer 
the questions of the skeptics, not with argument, but 
with irrefutable personal evidence. Nathanael was 
bitter toward Nazareth and thus suspicious of anyone 
who came from there. He asked, "Can there any good 
thing come out of Nazareth?" (John 1:46). Philip made 
the correct approach to the skeptic--he refused to 
argue and invited his friend to meet Christ personally. 
Our world needs, not more evidence, but a personal ex
perience with Jesus Christ. And our invitation still 
remains, "Come and see. 11 

~ Possibility ,2! 2 Impossible 

After having taught the 5,000 Jesus became aware 
of their need for food. He asked Philip, ''Whence shall 
we buy bread that these may eat?" (John 6:5-7). One 
denarius, a working man's pay for a day, would buy 12 
loaves of bread. Philip thus says, "Two hundred days' 
pay would not buy enough bread for each to have a bite." 

The possibility or the impossible is never grasp
ed by a pessimistic soul. This experience reveals 
Philip to be a man with a generous heart but a pessi
mistic head. He is one who wants vecy much to do some
thing for others, but who cannot see how it possibly 
can be done. 

The impossible is realized through Christ. Philip 
had to learn that little is much when placed in the 
hands of Jesus. Are you overwhelmed with the many "im
possibilities" which surround you? Then learn well 
this lesson from Philip. You may not have much, but no 
matter how little your talent or gift, when placed in 
the Master's hands it then becomes much1 



Acknowledging~~ Weaknesses 

John 12:20-22 records how certain Greeks requested 
Philip to take them to Jesus. Philip disliked the re
sponsibility of having to determine whether or not he 
should take these foreigners to Christ. Two alterna
tives rested before him. He could let the matter slide 
or refer it to someone whom he knew to have a stronger 
and more decisive character than his own. He chose the 
latter and thus acknowledged his own weakness. 

Perhaps no one else knew of Philip's weakness. 
Nevertheless, because of his concern for the welfare of 
the Greeks, he acknowledged it and sought help. Often, 
if we are too proud to acknowledge our weaknesses, we 
hinder the work of Christ by blundering when another 
might have helped us if only we had admitted our nee'd 
for help. 

God's Final Revelation --------
_. On one occasion Philip said, "Lord, show us the 

Father, and it sufficeth us." (John 14:7-9). He was 
one for whom faith was difficult. But he did not hide 
his question from the Lord. He received perhaps the 
most glorious answer Christ ever g~ve a man--"He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father." 

God 1s final revelation is Jesus Christ. Philip_ 
learned that -evening that if you want to see what God 
is like you must look to Jesus. Is it God's love, his 
attitude toward sin, his mercy, his justice you would 
see? Then look to Jesus and in him you shall see it 
all. 

Philip discovered what William Temple, centuries 
later, e.xpressed when he said that Jesus is the unique 
and final manifestation of God. Indeed Jesus is "the 
way, the truth, and the life, and no man cometh unto 
the Father but by him. 11 Will you come to the Father 
today? 
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