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REACHING THROUGH RELATIONSHIPS 

SCRIPTURE: John 1:35-46 

INTRO: Christ's ministry was a "ministry of relationships." 
And the people He reached through those relationships in 
turn reached others through their relationships. 

In fact there is no way to reach others for Christ than 
through relationships. 

It is not a matter of "numbers" or "relationships." The 
two are inseparable! One i s the cause and the other is the 
result . 

If our relationships wi th others is anything like our 
Lord's they will always result in "numbers." 

And we must remember that "numbers" is simply shorthand 
for people. In reporting our Sunday school attendance today 
we could list _____ indi vidual names (which would take 
some time!) or we can use the "shorthand" of numbers. 

During our New Sunday school year that begins next 
Sunday, we shall be focusing on "Relationships" on one-to
one and people-to-people relations. This is the heart of 
all we do. 

It is the best way, the only way for us to obey Christ's 
great commission to reach, teach, and assimilate people. 

"Reaching through Relat ionships" was the ministry of 
Christ--a ministry we must duplicate. 

I. BB RB_LATIONSHIP OF ~PITALITY 
--John 1:38-39 [Read] 
--NOTE: Christ invited Andrew and John into His home. 

"They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with Him 
that day." They spent considerable time in the 
hospitality of Christ's home ... 

--{Matthew 22:10 "So those servants went out and gathered 
together as many as they found ... " 

--1!(atthe 25:35 "I was a stranger and ye took me in. 11 

--Acts 28:30 "Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired 
house, and received all that came in unto him." 

--Romans 12:13 (We should be) "Given to hospitality." 
--Titus 1:8 (A pastor must be) "A lover of hospitality." 
- ~I Peter 4:9 "Use hospitality one to another without 

grudging." 
--APPLY: Use the hospitality of your home 

(1) As a family 
(2) As a class 

--If you have them in your home, it won't be 
long until you will have them in your 
class. 

II. , HE ULATIONSHIP OF CONCERN 
--John 1:40-42a 
--NOTE: Christ had established a relationship with 

Andrew. Now we see Andrew reaching out in concern for 
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his brother. 
--Relationships created .QY Concern Do~ Things: 

1. Get ~ u r priorities straight (ws. 41a) 
"He first. . . " 

2. Share . the gospel with others (~s. 41b) 
3. Bring _ others to Christ vs. 42a) 

--APPLY~ Pray that God with give you a real concern for 
others. When we care we reach out! 

III. B RELATIONSRI 0~ HELPING 
ohn 2:1-10 [Read) 

- NOTB: When His mother pointed out a need, Christ moved 
to meet that need and save the host from embarrassment. 

This incident of "helping" made a lasting impres
sion for it is mentioned later. 

- [ APPLY : People may forget a letter, a phone call, or 
even a visit. But they will not forget the time you 
helped them in a practical way. 

i .e.: Helping neighbors move in, become 
acquainted, fix a fence. Taking a pie by or helping in 
a crises. . . 

foremost Christ was a "teacher." The 
"Sermon on the Mount" was not a "preaching" but rather 
a "teaching" experience. "And He sat down, and taught 
fuem." (John 8: 2b). 

Christ's teaching was ublic and private. 
--APPLY : Often the opportunity comes to "teach" a person 

on a one-to-one basis ... 
The Sunday school class offers an excellent ~ 

opportunity to develop a relationship that only 
teaching can create. And out of that teacher/pupil • 
relationship a person can be reached. 

V. RE RELATIONSHIP OP COMPASSION 
--John 4:3 ff [Relate story) 
--NOTE: Christ accepted the woman without condoning her 

life style. He establ ished a relationship. He was 
gracious. He begin where she was ("water") and led her 
to where she out to b e . 

But relationships have a way of spilling over into 
other relationships. And so (vss. 28-29) vs. 28" e 

oman ehen left her waterpot, and went her way into the 
city, and saith to the men," 

--vs. 29 "Come, see a man, which told me all things that 
ever I did: is not this the Christ?" 

- OBSERVATION: 
Relationships are never an end in themselves. But 

rather a means to an end. An instrument through which 
we lead others to Christ. 

Did you notice the number of times, "Come and see" 
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occurs in these incidents? 
1. - : 39 "Come and see" (where I live) 
2. Philip - 1:46 "Come and see" (if "any good thing can 

come out of Nazareth") 
3. Woman at Well - 4:29 "Come see" ("a man which told 

me all things that I ever did: is this not the 
Christ." 

CON: 'Reaching Through Relationships"--that's what it 
is all about. 

Let's not stay to ourselves, retreat to our class 
group, but rather let us follow the example of Christ 
and those He won. Let's develop relationships with 
others and just see how Christ will use those 
relationships in reaching others! 
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