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THE MESSAGE OF CHRISTMAS 
John 1:1, 14 

(A SERMON FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON) 

A little girl reported to her 
kindergarten class the birth of her new 

brother. Her teacher asked her if she 
___ ..,..-.:l.,..ik-ed1:- her new little brother. She responded, 

"Oh, he's all right, but there are a lot of 
things we needed more." 

tfhat cannot be said about the baby 
whose birth wc celebrate at Christmas, for 
this baby was the ver_y Son of God and He 
became the Savior of the world His name 
was Jesus. The theological word used to 
describe His birth is the word "incarnation." 
And the message which His birth presents 
is that God actually became a part of 
human life . in Jesus Christ. · · , 

Wtien wc approach die idea of the 
incarnation we are immediately confronted 
by three facts. 

First, we discover the incarnation is 
an idea which ~ nnea1es the New 
Testament. Although the first chapter of 
John is the most complete theological 
statement of the incarnation, and Philippians 
2 is the earliest psychological explanation 
of the incarnation, the . idea appears 
throughout the New Testament. 

Second, we discover the incarnation 
is an idea which l!JlllKll the severest 
opRQsition of the philosophers. From the 

cient gnosti with their dualism, to the 
odem rationalists with their skepticism, to 

the comparative . religionists with their 
@:umenisrii::) the idea that God actually 
became a part of our world in one flesh 
and blood body at one particular time in 
history is incredible. There are many who 
simply cannot and will not believe it. 

Third, we discover the incarnation is 
an idea which is absolutely crucial to the 
Christian faith. In his first epistle John said, 
"By this xou mow the Spirit of God; every 
spirit that confesses tliat Jesus Christ has 
come in the flesh is from God; and every 
s irit that does not confess Jesus is not 
from God; and this is the spirit of the 
antichrist" (1 tin 4: -3). 

4:f/Jl.:jl The idea of the incarnation forms 
such a central part of our faith that to deny 
it is to reflect the spirit of the antichrist 
who stands in opposition to everything 
Christ stands for. The Christmas season 
is so important, because the birth of 
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Jesus is the beginning poin for our 
understanding of the incarnatio 

wo ke_y questions have to be 
answered about the incarnation: how did it 
happen? and what does it mean? 

H w ould God become a part of 
human life? The stories of the incarnation 
in Matthew and affirm the incarnation 
took place through a supernatural 
conception and a virgin birth. Matthew 1: 18 
and Luke 1:34 affirm Mary was still a 
virgin when Christ was born. Jesus had no 
earthly father but was conceived in her by 
the Holy Spirit. 

Many critics of the virgin birth have 
arisen over the centuries, each directing 
criticism at £._®Ierent poijiD 

Some point out that the narratives of 
(, the virgin birth appear onl · laces 

-=,.....,.,<r~ , • ew estament, · d in 
uke e rest of the New estament is 

silent on this idea. Mark, the oldest Gospel, 
and John, the Gospel which most stresses 
Jesus' divinity, do not mention it. 

;i, Others suggest that this was a 
,. common way to designate a great religious 

personality and is evident in other religions 
of that time. 

The basic argument against the 
virgin birth is the a priori conclusion that 

3 , such a thing cannot happen. 
w can we respond? 

We can say Matthew and Luke have 
the only references to the virgin birth 
because they are the only bo9ks which deal 
specifically with the birth of Jesus. 

We can say the difference between 
the stories of Jesus' birth and the stories of 
the birth of other religious personalities are 
so different as to be beyond comparison. 

We can say further in a day when 
we have sent men to A.1111~,AL,,.w.u.:..w,ww.M, in 
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a day when we have unleashed the power 
of the 
.DQ1bing. is impossib]c for man the creature, 
is it really rational to believe that the One 
who made us and who put all things in 
their place, could not have brought forth 
from the womb of a virgin His own 
precious child, if He wanted to do? 

How accurately Mary expressed it 
when, hearing what was going to happen, 
she exclaimed, "For with God nothing will 
be impossible"~ 1:37). mcamation 

place through a supernatural 
conception and a virgin birth. 

What Does It Mean? _ _ ,, j 11Jk._ ~ 
Wm , ~ ,....,~;,, 

What does the birth of this special ' 
baby mean for us today? 

The incarnation first of all· tleclares 
A TRUl'H ABOUT JP.SUS. In ooii 1:1, the 
Word, the Logos, is identified with ~ 
John said "the Word was God" [theos]. 
Then, in verse founeen, Jo identified the 
Word, the Logos, with an He said "the 
word became flesh" [sarx]. He does not 
mean that God simply took on a human 
body. The word for body in the Greek is 
soma, but John did not use that word. 
Instead, he used the word san:, flesh, 
which · s man's body, mind, , and 

oral nature. It means that God became 
one of us. In Christ Jesus humanity and 
divinity, man in all his finiteness and God 
in all His infinitude came together as one. 

ilbis is, of course, difficult to 
conceptualize. It is like trying to draw a 
map of the world on a flat surf ace. There 
is a correlation to the truth, but it is 
impossible to do it without a certain degree 
of distortion. But as difficult as it is to 
conceptualize, the truth of the incarnation 
must, nevertheless, be declared. For there 
are tw_o false ideas which constantly 
challenge our understanding of Chris One 
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{!) is to ~nmanjn: Jesus to the degree that His 
divinity is los other is to _diyinize 
Jesus to the degree that His humanity is 
lost The incarnation guards against both. 

can never uiilerstand Jesus in any way 
which implies He is less than or inferior to 
God. or can we understand Him if we fail 
to realize that in all ways He was a man as 
we are. He was fully God fully man, 
combined, in one personality. 

However, the ew Testament writers 
did not stop at that point Instead they 

ways asserted this truth about the person 
of Christ (He was fully God and fully man) 
in relationship with His work. 

/. For example, in our text, John said 
"the Word became flesh" ( : ;ii). Why? 
Look at verse 12. So those who believed in 
Him could have the power to become the 
sons of God. 

Paul toUt the Corinthians God was 
in Christ (2 Cor. 5:19). Why? So that he 
could explain further that Christ was 
reconciling them to the father. 

# T the Galatians Paul wrote, "When 
the ftillness of time came, God sent forth 
His son, born of a woman" (Gal. 4:4). 
Why? So that he could immediately add in 
v. S, "In order that He might redeem those 
who were under the law." 

of Christ (His 
peaoo is always closely related with the 
arooeroeot of Christ (His .1111i11~,., s 1s > where the message of Christmas touches us. 
Jesus' incarnation ensures His ability to 
save. If He was less than God m:. different 
from man, He would not be able to save 
us. But because He was both man and 
God, He is able with one hand to gather 
all humanity under His care, and with the 
other to usher us into the presence of God. 

, as one of the ancient fathers put it, "H~ 
became what we are so that we may 
become what He is." If there has ever been 
someone who could come meet the deepest 
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needs of our soul, it was Jesus. That is the 
message of Christmas. Because of who 
Jesus is, He is able to save. 

The incarnation also hires A (LL I// '-tq_ 
TRU'IH ABOUI' John said "the woni of (IL--, 
God became [egeneto] . " What does 
this Greek word mean? esus Christ, 
God came on to the human scene. As one 
man graphically put it, "In Jesus, God came 
all the way downstairs." Gcxt Himself 
became a part of the human scene. He 
came to where we are. That's what John 
says. 

If you forget everything else, do not 
miss this remarkable revelation about God. 

Hie incarnation God is revealed as a God 
ho comes to us, a God who comes to 

where we are. His love reaches all the way 
to where we are. 

otice the next phrase John uses in 'Joh-11 I 'llf ~ 
our text. He said the Word "dwelled among 1 

us." The verb translated "dwellcd" literally 
means "tabernacled among us," ·it calls 
to mind the Old Testament context out of 
which the idea came. God instructed Moses 
to build a tabernacle, a tent, out of wood 
and skin which would symbolize His 
presence in the midst of the Israelite camp. 
That is where they could get in touch with 
Him. But now, John declared, God has 
pitched His tent right here in our midst in 
~ Quist! 

The God who created all things has 
come to us and has given us a place where 
we can get in touch with Him. For all 
people of all ages who want to know God 
and experience fellowship with Him, Jesus 
Christ has become the way. That is the 
message of Christmas, that God is a God 

who~Ei~ ~~-;;~yiiii:a: 
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WHAT CHRISTMAS TEACHES US 
ABOUT GOD 

Luke 2:6-14 

It proclaims the PRESENCE OF GOD, 
verses 6-7 

God came all the way to where 
we are in a Person, Jesus Christ. 

* It explains the PROVISION OF GOD, 
verses 8-11 

Jesus came as our Savior to 
redeem us from our sins. 

* It extols the PREEMINENCE OF GOD, 
verses 13-14 

Angels and shepherds alike 
glorified His name. 

* * * * * 
BEING WITNESSES 

Colossians 4:5-6 

* CONS/STEN/'- "conduct yourselves with 
wisdom toward outsiders" (5a) 

* SENSITWE - "making the most of the 
opportunity" (5b) 

* KIND - "let your speech always be with 
grace" (6a) 

* HONEST - "seasoned as it were with 
salt" (6b) 

* APPROPRIATE - "so that you may know 
how you should respond to each 
person" (6c) 
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THE TWO-FOLD CHALLENGE 
TO THE CHURCH 

Isaiah 54:2 

* The OU/WARD Challenge -
"lengthen your cords" 

> Plow new territory for Christ. 
> Reach more people for Christ. 

* The /NW ARD Challenge -
"Strengthen your pegs" 

> Deepen our faith. 
> Deepen our knowledge. 

* * * * * 

A SUCCESSFUL PERSON 
Genesis 39:2 (NASB) 

Joseph demonstrates the true pathway to 
success. He is called "a successful man." 

* Because of his INTEGRITY 

He would not compromise his 
morality. 

* Because of his INGENUITY 

He used his mind. 

* Because of his INSISTENCE 

He stood firm in difficult times. 

* Because of his INCLUSION 

He was willing. to forgive his 
brothers and relate again to them. 




