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QUESTIONS SUFFERING 

SCRIPTURE: Job 6:11-12 (KJV Read) vs. 12 (LB) -
"Am I unfeeling like stone? Is my 
flesh made of brass?" 

INTRO: A YOUNG MOTHER LEARNS SHE HAS TERMINAL 
CANCER. A BUS TAKING A CHURCH GROUP TO A SKI 
RESORT OVERTURNS, INJURING MANY AND LEAVING 
ONE YOUNG GIRL PERMANENTLY PARALYZED. A CHILD 
PLAYING IN FRONT OF HIS HOME IS RUN OVER BY A 
CAR AND KILLED. 

A CHRISTIAN GIRL IS ABDUCTED BY TWO MEN. 
THOUGH SHE SHARES HER CHRISTIAN FAITH WITH 
THEM AND BEGS FOR MERCY, SHE IS BRUTALLY 
RAPED, TORTURED AND MURDERED. FOUR MISSION
ARIES ARE KILLED BY THE VERY TRIBE THEY CAME 
TO SERVE. A COLLEGE STUDENT, WORKING IN A 
CONVENIENCE STORE, IS KILLED BY A TEENAGER 
ON DRUGS DURING ROBBERY. 

DAILY, THE NEWS REPORTS SUCH STORIES OF 
SUFFERING . AND OUR MINDS CAN NOT HELP BUT 
BE FILLED WITH QUESTIONS--SCORES OF QUESTIONS . 
WE CAN NOT DEAL WITH THEM ALL. BUT LET US AT 
LEAST FOCUS ON THREE . 

I. AREN'T CHRISTIANS EXEMPT? 
1: 1 

--NOTE: If ever a man should be ex empt from 
trouble because of his good life, it is 
Job. He is one of the most godl y , upright, 
and religious men ever to live. God calls 
Job "My servant" and says that there is 
"none like him in the earth" (2 : 3). Job 
is one of a kind. He is the best of the 
good men. The Lord attests to h is char
acter by saying that Job is spi r i tually 
mature, walks the straight and narrow path 

life, reverences God, and turns away 
from evil a man! Yet despite 
such a sterling character Job is suffering 
as few people have ever suffered before or 
after his time. 

--ILLUS: If there were a candidate for exemp
tion from trials in the New Testament, it 
would have been the Apostle If good
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ness, devotion, and would exempt a per
son from dark hours_ the Apostle Paul have 
qualified. He gave himself with unflagging de
votion to the cause of Christ. Yet his life was 
filled with so many storms that it seems he had 
to face emergency situations almost 

, e 
riences he faced m t~ :24-
28). He was....i.i-. at least five times with 
thirty-nine lashes on each occasion. He was 

A W TH ST CS three other times. He was 
S D at Lystra and left for dead; he suffered 
SHI WRECK on three occasions and as a result of 
one of them he was in the open seas for a day an 
a night. 

In his many journeys he faced constant dange 
from robbers who operated without restraint and 
o osition from his own countrymen as well as 
from the heathen. Whether Paul was in the cit 
or in the on the seas or on the 
land, it was all the same . There times 
when he was hungry, thirsty, and cold without 
adequate clothing. /'4._1,1/~ ·· · 

And if that were not enough, he carried on 
his missionary work while suffering constant and 
excruciating pain. He tells about this pain 
when he says ,> "There was given to me a thorn in 
the flesh, the messenger of Satan, to buffet me" 
(2 Cor. 12:7). 

The word suggests the nature of his 
affliction. It was intensely painful. The 
word locates it. This was not some person 
or a group of persons who troubled Paul. It was 
his flesh; it was a physical affliction. But 
nobody can be sure of what it was. We only know 
that it was an intensely painful physical afflic 
tion that he suffered. 

In Paul's case prayer didn't help. He praye1 
for healing on at least three different occa
sions, but the healing did not come. Instead 
God's answer came back,> "No, it is for your good 
that this has come. So, your affliction will 
continue but I will give you the grace to endure 
it, to cope with it, to stand up to it." 

--APPLY: God never promised us rose gardens. He 
offers us no trouble-free existence; He does not 
promise us lives of continuous joy, full of suc
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cess, prosperity, and good health. If by 
chance you are blessed with such a life now, 
you had better enjoy it today. Your life 
has no wall around it and before tomorrow 
Satan may well invade it and ravish it as he 
did in the case of Job. 

God not only promises us no exemptions 
from troubles; most often He offers us no 
explanations for the sufferings of life. We 
may cry out to b o 
answer is forthcoming. he very o 
God sometimes causes us to feel that He rul es 
the world with His hands off and His mouth 
shut. 

No one is exempt from any of life's trials 
so far as I know. Even if you are a faithful 
Christian and a concerned human being, trying 
your best to live right and help others, this 
will not keep the storms of life f rom coming 
to you. Christians get cancer. Christians 
suffer heart attacks. Christians have auto-
mobile accidents. And Christians go_;1;>roke 

business just like other eo le. 
a..-t. a.Jl--

I. SHOULD WE PRAY FOR THE SICK? 
--Job 21:15b (Job) "What profit s hould we 

have, if we pray unto Him?" 
--NOTE: Our prayers for deliverance and heal

ing may not always be answered eit her. We 
need to remember that, lest we pra y for heal
ing and then lose confidence in if our 
prayer is not answered. 

There has come a revival of interest in 
healing in our churches today. It is much 
needed and long overdue. However, it is 
susceptible to much misunderstanding and 
abuse . We are in danger of placing more 
emphasis on the body than on the s oul. The 
worst diseases are those of the s pirit: 

conceit, arrogance, bitterness, and 
self-confidence are far worse and damage us 
far more than any malfunction of ou r bodies. 

Remember that John prayed for Gaius that 
he ros er and be in health even a s 
his soul pros ered (3 John 2). I f your 
physical health were no better t h a n your 
spiritual health, how well would you be 
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t d ? C 
o ay.,. 

--ILLUS: Even back in New Testament times Chris
tian leaders such as Paul, who could not be ac
cused of lacking faith, found that health and 
healing were never universal. We know from Acts 
that the Apostle Paul was sometimes Christ's 
agent in miraculous healing, and that he was him 
self once miraculously healed of a snake bite 
(Acts 28:3-6). Yet he advised Timothy, "Use a 
little wine for the sake of your stomach and 
your frequent ailments" (I Tim. 5:23, NASB). 

Paul also informed Timothy that he had left 
"sick" at Miletus (2 Tim. 4:20). And 

he told the Philippians how their messenger..Ell.a
phroditus was so sick that he was "nigh unto 
death" for the of Christ (Phil. 2: 27). 

Perhaps Epaphroditus had worn himself out in 
God's service. You can do that in any kind of 
work--even Christian work. 

--APPLY: Like Job and Paul, we too may suffer 
severe afflictions. And we may pray for healing 
with genuine faith, but the answer may be "no" 
or "not yet." We need to remember that. If we 
don't, when we suffer or when sorrow comes1 we 
will question the goodness and the justice of 
God and maybe even His existence. And when we 
pray for healing and it does not come we may 
question the efficacy of prayer. 

"Well, then," you may ask, "should we even 
pray for the sick at all?" Yes, by all means. 
We not only should pray for the sick; we are 
commanded to do so. 

God is always able to deliver us from what
ever besets us--but we need to realize that do
ing so may not be His plan. 

No suffering Christian should fail to seek 
healing from God. But we cannot demand healing. 
God has not promised to heal every ailing Chris
tian. Some He heals; 
Timothy and Trophimus, His own 
inscrutable reasons. A 
willing to accept God's answer, whether it is 
yes or no. If he is healed, he gives God the 
glory. If he isn't, it doesn't shake his faith. 

--BRIDGE SENTENCE: If God grants us no exemptions 
and if He gives us no explanations, what should 
our expectations be? How does God help us? 
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We need to know . 

III. HOW DOES GOD HELP US? 
--Job 26:1-2 "But Job answered and said,> 1 How 

hast Thou helped him that is without power? 
How savest Thou the arm that hath no 
strength'?" 
1. With A Grace That Is Sufficient 

--II Cor. grace is sufficient 
for thee: for my strength is made per
fect in weakness." 

--NOTE: How does God help us? I can 
answer you in just one word--grace. 
When Paul asked for the removal of his 
thorn in the flesh, the answer came 
back, "My grace is sufficient for thee." 
God promised Paul 
him to live with 
is divine i s divine 
strength and supply. · Though Paul's 
request was not granted, h e received a 
far better answer. 

God's promise is that whatever suf
fering may come to us in t he will of 
God can be met by the grace o f God. 

He n ever al
lows heavier burdens on us than we can 
bear, for He is always present to share 
our burdens. If we depend on Him, God 
either lightens our loads o r strengthens 
our backs. 

He will enable us to bear the 
unbearable, to face the impossible, to 
get through. I can, no matter what the 
circumstances, always count on Him. I 
have learned that whenever crises over
power my waning strength, God reinforces. 
He stands ready to help. 

--APPLY: Are you in the grip of pai n and 
suffering? Then draw upon God's ready 
resources. He will strength e n . He will 
sustain. His grace is more than suff i 
cient for trial. 

2. · With A Salvation That Is Real 
--NOTE: The idea that salvation insul ates 

us from all sufferi ng and saves us from 
all sorrow is wishful t hinking--it is a 
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fairy tale--it is unreal. We see nothing 
like that in the Bible. And we 

1 k th t 1 f ' no e a e. 
Though God does not exempt us from suf

fering and He does not explain to us why our 
suffering comes, He does enter into our expe
riences with us and helps us through them. 

:::::::t: o oesn t save us ering; He saves 
us in suffering. 

didn't save DANIEL from the l ions' 
den; He saved Daniel in the lions' den. He 
shut the mouths of the lions and kept them 
from devouring Daniel (Dan. 6). 

God did not save the three HEBREW CHIL-
from the fiery furnace; He saved them 

in the fiery furnace. He entered into the 
furnace with them and He became their shield 
to keep the fire from consuming them (Dan. 3) 

And God did not save D D from the val
ley of the shadow of death; He became David's 
Shepherd and walked with him through the val
ley of the shadow of death (1 Sam. 18-29). 

In the same way God does not save us 
from But He loves us 
and en ers e 

ILLUS: aiah expresse d this promise when he 
thou passest through the waters, 

I will be with thee; and through rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee ; when thou wal kest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; 
neither shall the flame 
Fear not, for I am 5). 
God doesn't promise-:ro-keep our fee t d r y . 
He promises to keep us from drowning. He 
doesn't promise to keep us from being singed; 
He promises to keep us from being consumed. 

gets us through for His is a r eal s a l va
tion for real life! 

3. With A Love That Is Everlasting 
--NOTE: declares this when he asks, 'Who 

shall separate us from the love of Christ?" 
(Rom. 8:35) Then he calls forth a list of 
life's most severe trials: t ribulation, dis
tress, persecution, famine, nakedness, 
and the Paul knew the real i ty of most 
of these things from personal experience and 
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he knew that they could never separate us 
from the love of God. True, they can 
separate us from wealth and health. They 
can separate us from family and our friends. 
They can separate us from comfort and ease, 
but they can never separate us from the 
love of God. Instead, these experiences 
give opportunities for God's love in 
Christ to demonstrate its power and to 
give us victory over them. 

So Paul declares that "in all these 
things we conquerors through 
Him that loved us" (8:37). 

Think of every terrifying thing that 
life can produce. None of these can ever 
separate us from the love of God. Be
cause God loves us He enters into the suf
ferings and sorrows of life with us and 
makes us more than adequate for them 
through 

--POEM: The words of this poem by Annie 
Flint express this promise so 

well: 

God hath not promised 
Skies always blue, 

Flower-strewn pathways 
All our lives through; 

God hath not promised 
Sun without rain, 

Joy without sorrow, 
Peace without pain. 

But God hath promised 
Strength for the day, 

Rest for the labor, 
Light for the way, 

Grace for the trials, 
Help from above, 

Unfailing sympathy, 
Undying love. 

In His famous Sermon on t he Mount, 
related a story about two houses, 

one built on rock and the other built 
on sand (Matt. 7:24-27). The rains de
scended and the storms came and the wind 
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blew on both houses. The house that was 
built on sand fell. But the one that was 
built on the rock stood. The same rains and 
the same storms and the same winds hit both 
houses. The difference was not i n the 
but in the buildings' f oundations. What we 
need then is to build our lives on Christ, 
the solid Rock, so we c an endure whatever 
storms come to us. 

But because you build on the Rock doesn't 
mean that the storms of life won't come. It 
means that your house won't crumbl e when 
they do. 

CON: If you have be.en, through some storms, 
I hope that by nave found some peace 
with your pain and with God ' s silence. And 
if your confidence in p rayer has been shaken, 
I hope that you will start praying agai n. 
God does not always give us our request, but 
He always gives us Himself! And that i s 
sufficient. Knowing this can help us to live 
and to die victoriously! 

Resource: When The Hurt Won't Go Away 
by Paul W. Powell. 
Victor Books 1986. 

-8 -



;/ 
QUESTIONS SUFFERING BRINGS 

USED: F.B.C. 10-5-86 A.M. San Angelo, 




