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BEYOND "BEYOND AND BACK" 

SCRIPTURE: Job 14:14a "If a man die, shall he live again?" 

INTRO: GEORGE RITCHIE DIED OF DOUBLE-LOBAR PNEU 
MONIA ON DECEMBER, 1943 AT CAMP BARKELEY, TEXAS. 
THE TWENTY YEAR OLD SOLDIER WAS PRO NOUNCED DEAD 
BY THE HIGHLY RESPECTED PHYSICIAN IN CHARGE OF HIS 
CASE. THE TIME OF HIS DEATH WAS ENTERED IN 
RITCHIE'S MEDICAL CHART. 

WHEN ALL HEARTBEAT CEASED , WHEN NO PULSE COULD 
BE FOUND, WHEN BREATHING STOPPED AND HIS EYES 
WERE SET THE SHEET WAS PULLED OVER HIS FACE. 

THE' PHYSICIANS AND NURSES HAD DONE ALL THEY 
COULD DO. IN A SHORT TIME GEORGE RITCHIE ' S BODY 
WOULD BE TAKEN TO THE FUNERAL HOME. 

NINE MINUTES AFTER HIS DEATH HAD BEEN RECORDED 
IN THE OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE HOSPITAL, GEORGE 

CAME BACK TO LIFE. HE HAD BEEN "BEYOND AND 
BACKI II 

THIRTY-FIVE YEARS LATER IN HIS BOOK, RETURN 
TOMORROW, THE STORY OF HIS DEATH, HIS LEAVING HIS 
BODY AND HIS LOOKING DOWN ON THE MEDICAL 
NEL AS THEY FRANTICALLY TRIED TO KEEP HIM ALIVE IS 
TOLD. DR. GEORGE RITCHIE, NOW A MEDICAL DOCTOR 
FOR 27 YEARS AND lf YEARS A PSYCHIATRIST, DESCRIBES 
HIS JOURNEY WITH CHRIST THROUGH A SERIES OF WORLDS 
AND HIS RETURN TO HIS BODY. 

THIS AND THE EXPERIENCES OF MANY OTHER PEOPLE 
WHO WERE PRONOUNCED CLINICALLY DEAD AND YET 

RETURNED TO LIFE ARE PORTRAYED IN THE CURRENT 
MOVIE, "BEYOND AND BACK," PRODUCED BY CHARLES E. 
SELLIER, JR. AND NARRATED BY BRAD CRANDALL. 

APART FROM TWO BRIEF AND POORLY DOCUMENTED 
SCENES DEALING WITH THE THEORIES OF REINCARNATION 
AND SPIRITUALISM, THE MOVIE IS A THOUGHT-PROVOKING 
PRODUCTION. 
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BUT IT STOPS SHORT. IN EVERY CASE PRESENTED 
THOSE WHO HAD DIED AND RETURNED TO LIFE REPO RTED 
THAT THEY SAW EITHER A DOOR, A GATE, A BRIDGE 
BEYOND WHICH THEY KNEW IF THEY WENT THEY WOULD 
NEVER 

WHAT RESTS BEYOND THIS THAT MARKS THE 
POINT OF NO RETURN? THE FACT THAT THERE ARE SO 
WELL DOCUMENTED CASES OF PEOPLE WHO DIED AND 
YET RETURNED TO LIFE DOES PROVE THERE IS LIFE AFTER 
DEATH. 

T SINCE NONE PASSED BEYOND THAT ULTIMATE 
BARRIER, THEIR EXPERIENCE FAILS TO REVEAL THE QUALITY 
OF LIFE THAT RESTS BEYOND. WE MUST SEE THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THE GATE, THE DOOR, THE BRIDGE IF WE ARE TO 
GO BEYOND "BEYOND AND BACK." 

TO DO THIS WE ARE TOTALLY DEPENDENT OF JESUS 
WHO ALONE HAS SEEN ALL THAT RESTS BEYOND THAT UL
TIMATE BARRIER. ONLY HE CAN TAKE US BEYOND "BEYOND 
AND BACK." AS WE DARE, THROUGH THE EYES AND MIND 
OF JESUS1 TO PEER BEYOND THE ULTIMATE BARRIER WE 
MUST ASK: 

I. WHAT IS DEATH? 
--Job 14:14a (Job asks) "If a man DIE,shall he live 
again?" But what is death? 
--NOTE: There is a universal interest in this s ubject. 
Death is one of the top five interest among high 
school students in America today. 
- -ILLUS : In every one of the experiences portrayed in the 
movie "Beyond and Back" (except where suicide was in
volved) the person reported passing through a tunnel with 
colored lights above and below and then emerging in the 
presence of a bright white light -- brighter than they had 
ever seen before, although it did not hurt their eyes. This 
may be what if feels like to die, but what is death? 

--NOTE: There are three basic interpretations of death: 
(1) Naturalism - - Man's death is no more than that 
of any other animal. 
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(2) Idealistic Philosophy -- Man's death is a riddle. 
It speculates about the possibility of man's having 
a soul that may be able to survive death. 
(3) Scriptural -- Man was created a "living soul" 
and that death is the departure of the soul from the 
body. 

--NOTE: Elisabeth Kubler-Ross says that in death all 
that you are and all that you have done and been is cul-
minated . In her book by the same title 
she defines death as Final Stage of Growth." 
--NOTE: The word used in the Greek New Testament for 
death (thanatos) means "the separation of the s oul (or 
spirit) from the body by which life as we know it on 

earth is ended." 
Several scripture passages illustrates this definition: 
James wrote ''The body apart from the spirit is dead. " 
(James 2 :2 6). 
Peter describes death as "putting off the tabernacle" 
(II Peter 1: 14-15). 
Jesus said on the cross "Father, into your I 
commend my spirit. •. and He gave up his spirit" 
(Mark 15:37). 
God said to the rich fool "This might your soul shall 
be required of you" (Luke 12:16-20) 
On the other side of the coin: --- --------
When Jesus brought the daughter of Jar back to 

life, "her spirit RETURNED" and the verb means "to come 
back." Paul said, "My desire is to depart and to be 
with Christ ... But remain in the flesh is more needful 
for you" (Phil. 1:23-24). To Paul, death meant a de
parture from the body to be with Christ. 
--APPLY: If the Bible teaches that death is "the separa
tion of t he soul from the body" w hen does this occur , 
medically? How does medicine define death? 

In most cases the medical for death is the 
absence of brain wave activity for 24 It would then 
a ppear that the soul leaves the body when brain 

activity ceases. 
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According to the Bible, the spirit of a Christian goes 
immediately into the presence of the Lord. Yet, there 
may be mitigating circumstances in which the body ma diE 
and it may not be God's time. Or God may want to com
municate something to the individual. That being the case 
and there is evidence for this, a person can be given 
messages in a disembodied state, then return. (Wil
kerson, p. 189). 

II .WHY DEATH? 
--NOTE: The question "Why death" comes to all of us. 
We ask it when a friend or family member dies--"Why?" 
This same question must have prompted Martha's 
words to Christ, "Lord, if thou hadst been here my 
brother had not died. (John 11 :21). 
--T .A. Kantonen in his book, The Christian Hope 
flatly states, "The basic text for the theology of death 
must be: 'The wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life.'" (P. 33). 
- -Ray Summers (The Life Beyond, P. 11) states that 
death was introduced into the world by sin. He points out 
t hat Paul made a direct relation between sin and death. 
It appears that he looked on death as the penalt y of 
original sin for the unbeliever, but for the believer the 
idea of penalty is lost and death becomes a means of 
entrance into blessedness with God. 

And death strikes indiscriminately--it cares 
not at all for the status position of the ones it chooses; 
everyone must die, whether rich or poor, famous or un
known. Even good deeds will not excuse their doers from 

1the sentence of death; the good die as often as the bad. 

IIt is perhaps this inevitable and unpredictable quality 
that make s death so frightening to many people. Especiall 
t hose who put a high va lue on be ing in control of thei r 
own existence are offended by the thought that they, too, 
are subject t o the forces of death. (Kubler-Ro s s, p. 5) -

-4-



III. WHAT IS BEYOND DEATH? 
--Job 14:14a "If a man die, shall he live again?" 
--Job 19 :2 6 I Know "thou often my skin worms destroy 
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God." 

Universal interest has erupted on the topic of 
life after death. Ma jor have headlined stories 
about out-of the body- experiences on their covers. 
Television shows on the phenomena have hit peak ratings. 
People are daring to deal with mortality and what follows. 
(Wilkerson, p. 1). 
- -APPLY: Out- of-the-body experiences reported b0th 
by Christians and those caught up in the occult have 
striking similarities. Here are some : 

1. They float over their body. 
2. They travel through a tunnel . 
3. They see a bright light. 
4. They hear buzzing noises . 
5. They see departed loved ones. 

B t what are the distJ nctive differences ? 
Both have the sense of being caught up, viewing 

thi going on here in this world. s ually, 
neith wants to come back. The Christian is sub
limely ppy with his Lord. But the non-Christian 's 
bliss is elusion. 
2. David, in the 23rd Psalm, described a valley 
when he walking "the valley of the 
shadow of death." But he said he would have no fear 
because the Lord --,wa s with him. The non-Christian 
walks through the same valley, but ends up in an il-
lusionary place. 
3. What about lights ? ' The Bible says Statan can 
transform himself into an of light. Jes us de
clared, "I am the light of the world." Spiritual dis
c ernment i s absolutely ne cessary to distinguish 
between the two. 
4. A Christian often hears the sound of pra ise. John 
in the Book of Revelation said he heard a voice "as 
of many waters" praising God. The buzzing reported 
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is a sound of confusion producing 
f a , not faith. ________ 

. Both see departed In spiritualism people 
they cail back the dead . This is an illus ion . 

hrough a medium Saul through he had called ba c k 
a muel, but learned later that it was an evil s pirit . 

Could all the loved ones seen by non-Christians be an 
evil impersonation ? Departed loved ones seen by 
Chri stians are not disembodies s pirits , but real per
ons a t home with t he Lord. (Wilkerson, pp. 42-44). 

Returning from the beyond is nothing new. Then 

was: 
(1 ) Elijah the Widows of s Son 
(I Kings 17) . 
(2) Elisha and the Shunammite' s son died of a 
sun s troke (II Kings 4) 
(3) Jesus and the daughter of Jairus (M ark 5) 
(4) Jesus and the Widow's son at Nain (Luke 7) 
(5) Jesus and Lazarus {John 11) . 
(6) Peter and Dorcas (Acts 9) 
(7 ) Paul and Eutychus (Acts 2 0) 

But what rests beyond death? What is 
out there where these people have been ? Jesus is the 
a uthority in t hi s mat ter. He tells a story that a nswers 
t his que stion 
--Luke 16: (READ) 
--APPLY: After death, when one passed through the 
"bauier" these things happen: 

(1) He goes immediately to heaven or to hell (v ss. 
2 2 & 2 3) 
(2) He Remembers -- he i s alert and c onscience 
(vs. 25 "Re member") 
(3) He maintains hi s persona l identity. Lazar us 
and the rich man were the same persons they were 
on earth . 

In fact, with the removal of earthly limitations me n 
are conceivably more free to move in the direction of their 
own d ee pe st imp ulse s and he nce the t rue inner structure 
of persona lity is a ll the more evident . (Kantone n , p . 42) . 
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There is further development in the direction 
toward which personality is oriented. The s ignifi -
cance of being "with Chri st" and " In Christ, 11 whether 
here or hereafte r, i s sure ly better expressed in t e r ms 
of life a nd growth rather than of static perfection . 
May not the converse also be true, so that in t he 
case of the godless man death seals the opposite 
fate? Will all gravitation toward God within him 
then cease and s in d o its d estructive work without 
hindrance ? 11 

He recognized others (i.e. · "Today thou 
shalt be with me in Paradise (Luke 23:43). 

He cannot cross over either to heaven or hell 
(vs. 26). 

--ILLUS: In "Beyond and Back" - - In every case of those 
who returned to life after a suicide attempt the experience 
of the "beyond" was a horrible night mare. In many 
ways it seemed to coincide with the New Testament ' s 
description of Hell - - a place · ''prepared for t he Devil 
and his a ngels." 
1 . Intermediate State (above) 
- - NOTE: By "disembodied state," is meant the conscious 
existence of both the r ighteous and the wic ked a ft er 
death and prior to the resurrection. 

The New Testament teache that at death the body 
returns to the earth, and the spirit ente rs into a state 
of conscious existe nce e ither in ble s sedne ss or s uffe ring. 
(Summe rs, pp . 19-20). 
2. Christ ' s Return 
--Acts 1:llb "Thi s same Jesus, whi c h is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
seen him go into he aven." 
--I Thess 4 : 14b "Them which sleep in Jes us will God 
bring with him. " 
3. Resurrection of The Dead and Transformation of the 
Living 
--I Cor. 15: 50-53 (READ) 
4 . Judgement 
--II Tim . 4:lb "(Jesus) s ha ll j udg e t he l iving a nd the d ead 
a t his a ppearing . .. 
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--Rev. 20:1.1-12 "And I saw a great white throne and 
him that sat on it ... and I saw the dead, small and 
great , stand before God, and the books were open ... 
and they were judged according to ·their works. 11 

5. Final State 
(1) For the Christian 
--I Thess. 4:17 "Then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever the Lord. 11 

--Rev. 2 (READ) 
(2) For the Lost 
--REV. 20:15 (READ) 

IV. HOW CAN I BE PREPARE TO DIE 
--Amos 4: 12b "Prepare to meet thy God 
--Jer. 8:20 "The harvest is past, the summer is ended, 
and we are not saved. " 
--NOTE: Tht nk about your own death. How much time 
and energy have you put into examining your feelings, 
beliefs, hopes, and fears about the end of your life? 
What if you were told you had a limited time to live? 
Would it change the way you're presently conducting 
your life? Are there things you would feel an urgency to 
do before you died? Whatever the things are that would 
make your life more personally meaningful before you 
die--do them now, because you are to d ie; and 

may not have the time or energy when you 
final notice. (Kubler-Ross, p. xi 
1. Jesus Christ As Your Personal 
--"All have sinned and come short of the glory of God." 
(Rom. 3:2 3). 
--"The Wages of Sin i s Death, but the gift of God is 
ETERNAL LIFE through Jesus Christ (Rom. 6:23) . 
-- 11 But God proved his love for us in that while we 
were yet sinners, Chri st died for us 11 (Rom. 5 :8). 
--"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved" (Rom. 10:13). 
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2. Make A Public Profession Of Your Faith 
--"Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, 
him will I confess before my Father which is in heaven" 
(Matt. 10:32). 
--ILL US: In a service such as this and through 
Christian Baptism 
3. Become Involved in the Life of a Local Church 
4. Live Each Day as Though It Were Your Last Day 
--ILL US: To rejoice at the opportunity of experiencing 
each new day is to prepare for one's ultimate acceptance 
of death. For it is those who have not really lived-
who have left is unsettled, dreams unfulfilled, 
hopes shattered, and who have let the real things in life 
(loving and being loved by others, contributing in a 
positive way to other people's happiness and welfare, 
finding out what things are really you) pass them by-
who are most reluctant to is never too late to 
start living and growing. This is the message delivered 
each year in Dickens's "Christmas Carol" --even old 
Scrooge, who has spent years pursuing a without 
love or meaning, is able through his willing it, to 
change the road he's on. (Kubler-Ross p. xi). And 
so can you. You can do it now--In this place, in this 
very moment! 

CON When you accept Christ and live each day for 
him you will discover the joyous meaning of the 
apostles words: "For me to live is Christ, and to die 
is gain. 11 11 if we have died ith Christ, we believe 
that e 1ve wi t him." "Whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the Lord's. 11 "For I am sure that 
neither death nor life ... will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 11 
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