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WHY DO BAPTISTS BELIEVE IN A LIFE BEYOND? 

3cripture Job 14:14a & 19:25-27 

MAN'S INMOST BEING CRIES OUT FOR A LIFE BEYOND 
FRUSTRATING AND DISAPPOINTING WORLD. HIS INNATE 

OF JUSTICE WILL NOT ALLOW HIM TO BELIEVE THAT 
& PHARAOH, ELIJAH & JEZEBEL, JOHN & HEROD, JESUS 

PILATE, PAUL & NERO, WILL SHARE THE SAME FATE IN THE 
WILL HIS REASON PERMIT HIM TO BELIEVE THAT TOTAL 

FOLLOWS THE LAST BREATH OF MAN. SOMETHING 
LEAVES HIM DESPERATELY UNSATISFIED APART FROM A 

3ELIEF IN A LIFE BEYOND • 
YET A BETTER REASON THAN SIMPLY A DESIRE TO BELIEVE IN A 

BEYOND IS REQUIRED. WHY HAVE BAPTISTS FROM THE TIME 
)F CHRIST UNTIL TODAY BELIEVED WITHOUT QUESTION IN A 

BEYOND DEATH? 
Baptist Believe In Life Beyond Because: 

REASON SUPPORTS IT 
--Acts 26:8 (Paul speaking to King Agrippa) should it be 

thought a thing incredible (unreasonable) with you, that God 
should the dead? 11 

--NOTE: Paul is saying, reason itself seems to support the 
belief in a life beyond. It is not "unreasonable" to believe 
that when a man dies he does live again! 
1. Physiologically 

(1) Every seven years every cell in your body is replaced 
with a new cell. 

(2) Thus, the hysical container of your memory, your 
brain, changes completely every 7 years. 

(3) YET, your memory remains the same, is constant, 
uneffected by the material substance that houses it. 

(4) Therefore it is reasonable to believe that the memory, 
the soul, the essential self, is not dependent for its 
existence on the physical brain. 

2. Psychologically 
(1) Man I s personality is a constant factor 
(2) You remain the same person even when legs, arms, etc · 

are removed or when sickness changes your appearance· 
(3) The body, many times, is a liability (i.e. tired) 

(4) Thus it is reasonable to believe that the real you, your 

II. 



lives on without the body. e. body is a 
II space suit" for existence on this planet) 

--ILL US: ''It does not follow that the breaking up of the form of 
life destroys life you bit of coal you 
apparently destroy it. To the eye, only ashes remain. Yet 
know that these particles of fossilized wood were not destroy· 
ed, but that they merely entered into the atmosphere in 
eous might take a hammer and shatter the Venus of 
Milo into a thousand pieces and then grind the pieces into the 
most impalpable dust; but not a single article of the marble 
image upon which the hungry generations have gazed with awe 
and wonder has been lost crystal drop which flashes 
with beauty on the rose leaf when the sun first dawns has 
vanished long before the sun has reached the middle station; 
neither touch nor taste nor eye can detect it. Yet ·t has not 
been destroyed; it has but changed its form and persists as 
vapor. If these atoms and particles-dust, iron and lime are 
indestructible, are we to think that annihilation comes only 
to that which we associate with spirit and with soul? 11 

(Macartney' s Illustrations, p. 182) 

II. LOGIC DEMANDS IT 
--I Cor. someone may ask, 'How will the dead 

by brought back to life again? What kind of bodies will they 
have?' What a foolish question! You will find the answer in 
your own garden! When you put a seed into the ground it does 
n't grow into a plant unless it "dies" first. And when the 
green shoot comes up out of the seed, it is very different frorr 
the seed you first planted. For all you put into the ground is 
a dry little seed of wheat, or whatever it is you are planting, 
then God gives it a beautiful new body-just the kind he wants 
it to have; 11 

--NOTE: Paul is saying, just as a dry l ittle seed is planted and 
dies and is changed into a new and beautiful form of life so 
our frail bodies may be buried ... but this is not the end ... ! 

--Bridge: Many experiences in life that otherwise would remain 
mystery are logically explained by the belief in a life 

beyond. 



In order to make sense ou of life 1 s incompleteness 
(1) Death prevents a life from being lived in all of its 

) 
ILLUS : 11 Bis marck, speaking with our 
ambassador to Germany, said of immortality: do 
not doubt it, even for a moment. This life is too sad, 
too incomplete, to satisfy our highest aspirations and 
desires. It is meant to be a struggle to ennoble us. 
Can the be in vain? I think not. ' 11 

(Macartney' s Illustrations, p. 182) 
(2) hopes and dreams and aspirations are not 

realized in this life. 
, ILLUS : are ce Macartney tells of viewing the 

of the great artist El Greco in Spain. 
11 In the cathedral you see his apostles and sa ints. 

of them are just bare, unfinished sketches . He 

(3) 

to finish them, but death overtook him; 
ow one looks on the mere outline of a face or a hand . 

ether we think of those who had litt le opportunity 
life, who did little in the vineyard because no one 

ired them·, or of those who were the most who 
ound their place and their ni che and for whom the 
ate of opportunity was flun wide--alwa s ther is a 
hadow of incom leteness. an seems to come to an 

end as Moses died on Nebo' s lonely mountain- -just 
on the borders of the land which he desires to enter. 
There is something in him that is greater than the 
brief span of time in which he lives His intellectua.1 
and moral endowments are on a scale immeasurably 
larger than the needs of this present life." 
(p. 186) 
NOTE: If death is the end then like Peggy Lee's song 
says , "Is that all there is?" Life is void of meaning. 
It is like an unfinished symphony, a. parti ally complet 
ed pa inting, a telephone conversation interrupted by a 
break in the line. William Shakespear, "It is a 
tale told of an full p f , 
nothing!" 
BUT--since God · s a God of des ign and beauty and 

purpose He cannot allow life to end on a note of . 
·ncompleteness. 



2. In Order To Explain the Continuance of Love 
- -NOTE: Parents who loose little child continue to love 

him - - not a vague me mory nor an abstract spirit ... 
(1) Love can be felt only for persons. 
(2) Thus we love persons who live on in l ife beyond 

apart from earthly body . 
ILLUS: Columbus was sailing toward the 
unknown continents of the west , he saw, floating in 
the sea, leaves and branches which told him he was 
drawing near another world; and in th-at faith he saile 
ever on, until the sands of the Bahamas shone white 
in the moonlight tides, the and the wave 
carry man across the ocean of existence. He cannot 
see the land toward which he i s going, nor is he 
permitted to speak to any ship that has sailed before 
him; for they who have reached that land return no 
more." (Macartney' s Illustrations, p . 18 5) 
But floating in the sea of ife is the affection 
love for others who have crossed that sea 
before us, and they like the and branches 
which Columbus saw, assure u at there i s another 
world ahead Lw.. · 

3. In Order to of Justice 
- - Jer. 12:1 "Wherefore doth the way of the wicked prosper? 

Wherefore are all they that very treacherously 
(1) Since God is a God of Justice and ighteousness, 

then must be a life beyond in which the scales 
of justice will finally be balanced. 

(2) Many wicked people prosper (yet God I s word . . , 
-- Prov. 21 :2 overthroweth the wicked for their 

wickedness." 
-- Prov. 11 :21 "The wicked shall not be unpuni s hed . 11 

(3) Many good people go unrewarded (yet. •. ) 
I Cor. 3:8 every man shall receive hi s own 
rev:,ard according to his own labor. 11 

(4) The scales of justice must be balanced! 

III . THE BIBLE ASSERTS IT 
-- Job 19 :2 5-2 7 (READ) 

1. In It Says About Death 
(1) Deat h does not terminate a man's existence 



John 11 :25-26 "Jesus said unto her, I am the 
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whoso
ever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 
Believe st thou this?" 

(2) Death is only a doorway to the life beyond 
--II Cor. 5:8 "We are confident, I say, and willing 

rather to be absent from the body, and to be present 
with the Lord . 
ILLUS: Jesus and thief on cross 
ILLUS: "One day, realizing that he was not long for 
this world, Moody said to a friend, 'Someday you 
will read in the papers that D. L. Moody of North
field is dead. Don't you believe a word of it. At 
that moment I shall be more alive than I am now. I 
shall have gone up higher that is all--out of this old 
clay tenement into _house that is immortal, a body 
that sin cannot touch, that sin cannot taint, a body 
fashioned like unto His glorious body. I was born of 
the flesh ·n 1837; I was born of the Spirit in 1856. 
That which is born of the flesh may die; that which 
is born of the Spirit will live forever. 11 

2. In What It Says About Heaven & Hell 
- - ILLUS: and 11dives (Luke 16:19-31) 

3. In What It Says About The Resurrection 
-- I Cor. 15:50-55 (READ & Explain) 
--ILL US: 11 A woman in Germany, who had no faith in a life 

beyond, in keeping with her convictions and unbelief 
requested that she be buried in a sepulcher of heavy 
masonry covered with a heavy stone slab, on whi ch was 
inscribed her declaration that for her this was the end. 

some way a seed found lodgment in the mortar and, 
feeding upon her body, grew to be a tree that burst 
asunder her stone coffin like manner the resurrection 
bursts assunder the stone coffin of doubts and arguments 
that would deny the life beyond . 11 

4. What It Says About The Judgment 
-- Rev. 20:12 "And I saw the dead, small and great , stand 

before God; and the books were opened: and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were 
judged out of those things which were written the books , 
according to their works. 11 



. In It Says About Eternity 
-- I Thess. 4:16-17 "For the Lord Himself shall descend 

from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archange 
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air: AND SO SHALL WE EVER BE WITH THE 
LORD. 

CON: Baptist believe in a life beyond because: 
Reason Supports It 

II. Logic Demands It 
III. The Bible Asserts It 

YET OTHERS CONTINUE TO DENY IT. KARL HEIM SAYS THAT 
WHEN WE DIE WE FALL INTO NOTHINGNESS. BUT THE BIBLE 
SAYS THAT WHEN THE CHRISTIAN DIES WE FALL INTO THE 
HANDS OF GOD. THIS HAS AL WAYS BEEN THE MESSAGE OF 
THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 

"When the early Christian missionaries came to England in 
the sixth century they went as north as Northumbria. thel
bert, the king of Northumbria, uncertain whether to permit the 
preaching of this new religion or not, called a council of his 
lords and nobles. At the council some thought it would be 
dangerous to permit this strange doctrine to be preached. In 
the midst of their deliberations, which were held at night, a 
swallow flew in a window at one end of the great hall and then 
flew out a window at the other end . One of the aged chiefs 
arose and said, 'You have seen this swallow fly through the 
hall. Out of the darkness it came, and after a brief moment 
in the light it passed out again into the darkness. Even so is 
the spirit of man. It comes out of the darkness and then passe 
again into the mysterious darkness. If these men with their 
new religion can tell us whence the soul of man comes , or 
whither it goes, then let us hear them. (Macartney' s Illustra
tions, p. 180) 

The Christian faith tells you that your soul comes from God. 
But where it goes in the life beyond you determine by what 
you do with Jesus Christ today! 1 
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