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Do you remember the song by Ray 
Stevens entitled , The Squirrel Revival? 
Hugfi found a squirrel and put it in a shoe 
box with some holes punched in it and he 
took the squirrel to church. When that 
squirrel got loose, it ran all over the 
church, inside and outside of people's 
clothing, and oefore it was over, the 
church had a revival. Eive hundred got 
saved and $5000 got raised and fifteen 
pegple ~olunteered to be missionaries to 
the Congo, and all the members got 
rebaptized whether they needed it or not. 
That's what happened at the First Self 

ighteous Church in the sleepy little town 
of Pascagoula! 

What does happen when we go to 
church? One of the clearest Biblical 
answers to that question is found in our 
text. 

It was a time of despair for Israel 
and for Isaiah. in Uzziah had died. 
The good king. The king who had ea 
Israel wisely. Isaiah's uncle. King Uzziah 
had died. [ ooking for solace, Isaiah went 
to the temple to worship. As we shall see, 
he experienced more than he bargained 
for. And in so doing, provides some 
answers to the question, "What happens 
wnen we go to church?" 

Isaiah went to church, he saw God. 
We have to admit it doesn't 

always happen. Sometimes we go to 
church and we miss God. 

A young man from the country 
made his first foray into the big city. He 
was in awe of the skyscrapers and was 
overwhelmed by the massive movement 
of mankind all around him. As he strolled 
the streets of the city, he saw a 
magnificent cathedral and decided to see 
what it was like inside. He was amazed 
by the beau~ of the building, by the 
exquisite sound of the organ, by the 
aignity of the sacraments, by the wisdom 
of the homily. 

That night, as he settled into his 
otel room, he got down on his knees and 

prayed, "Oh, Lord, what a wonderful way 
to end the day in the church. Lord, the 
building was breathtaking. And the roLmic 
oh Lord it caused my heart to overflow. 
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And the sacraments. How powerful! And 
the preacher. How brilliant! It was a 
wonderful experience. Oh, Lord," the man 
concluded , "you orta been there." 

Sometimes we don't see God at 
church For a variety of reasons. 

Sometimes we don't see God at 
/, church because we don't look for Him. 

We go to church with other agendas. 
As they drove away from the 

parking lot after the Sunday morning 
service, Susie asked her husband Eddie, 
"Did you see the dress the minister of 
music's wife was wearing? It was the 
wildest color I've ever seen." 

"No," Eddie responded. "I didn't 
notice her dress." 

"Well, did you see who Martha 
Jane was sitting by on the back pew?" 

"No," Eddie answered, "I never 
saw Martha Jane." 
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ocus of worship is on God. 
means to prostrate oneself 

before God. Proskuneo means to kiss the 
ring and implies reverential awe before 
the king. =::;;....,-=-' . 

Many times we forget the purpose 
of worship and think more in terms of 
what we are fed or how we can be 
entertaioe,g. 

At the beginning of the nineteenth 
century, Danish philosopher and write[ 
Soren Kierkegaar clearly displayed this 
distortion. Three ingredients are involved 
in the worship drama, Kierkegaard said: 
God, tlile congregation, and the preacher 

In our common misunderstanding 
of worship, we think of the preacher as 
the actor and the congregation as the 
audience and God as the prompter. 

In real worship, according to 
Kierkegaard, the 

"Did you hear 
about the stupid thing Sometimes we don't see God at 
the chairman of church because we are looking for 

congregation are 
the actors, the 

eacons did last other things instead of lookin for 
~ -,v . 

preacher is the 
prompter, and God 
is the audience. week?" 

"No," Eddie 
God. , {I A-vJ,~. -, 

,Because we 
misunderstand what replied, "I didn't hear 

anything about it." 
Frustrated by his lack of response, 

Susie said , "What good did it do you to go 
to church?" 

Sometimes we don't see God at 
church because we are looking for otheri 
things instead of looking for God. 

Sometimes we don't see God at 
church because we misunderstand what 

Then, when we see God, we see 
ourselve~1 Seeing God in worship is an 
unparalle~ blessing, to be sure. But it is 

~~~i~~ 
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a mixed-blessing, for it is an awesome 
thing to come into the presence of the 
omnipotent God. 

Do you remember Mq.noah's 
experience in the book of JudgeSJ? A 
angel of the Lord appeared to Mo.noah's 
wife and announced she was going to 
give birth to a child. The angel appeared 
to give further instructions and M&oah 
offered a sacrifice to the Lord. When he 
did, the angel ascended in the flame an 
disappeared. Suddenly, MQnoah realized 
he .had been dealing with God Himself. 
The Bible say_s, ' en ttl -ngel of to 

ctici n t how hims_eJf again a 
M if\08 aod fiis wife, noah realized 
tha it as tfie aoge of the Lorm, 'We are 
doomed to die!' he said a his wife, 'We 
hav seea God!'" (Jud es 13: 22). 

~t is an awesome 
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to go to cnurch, because in the reflection 
of the holy God they are brou~ht face t~ , 
face with their own unholiness.\~ , ' 

Let me give you some practical · ' 
expressions of how that works. 

For example, I have never had 
anyone who gave to the church who 
complained when I talked about giving. 
The people who complain about 
preachers who talk about giving are the 
ones who don't give. They don't like to 
hear about giving because it brings them 
under judgment. 

I have never had anyone who was 
faithful to his wife or to her husband who 
complained when I condemned adultery. 
The people who complain about 
preachers who hold up moral guidelines 
are those who don't live by those moral 

guidelines. They 
tfiing to come into the 
presence of the 
omnigotent God. 

It was that way 
for Isaiah. When he 
realized He was in the 
presence of the 
omnipotent God, and 
when he heard the 
angels sing, oly, 

Seeing God in worship is an 
unparalleled blessing, to be 
sure. But it is a mixed 

don't like to hear 
about them because 
it brings them under 
judgment. 

blessing, for it is an awesome 
thing to come into the 
presence of the omnipotent 
God. 

When we 
come to church and 
see God, we ~lso 
s-ee ourselvesUJ-lis 
holiness becomes a 

Moly, v. ·st e Lord Almighty; the whole 
earth ·s I of is glory " and when he felt 
the temple shake, he cried out, "'Woe o 
me! ... I am ruined! f:or I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
un n lips, and my eyes bave seen the 
King, the LO ·ghty." 

·When we see Go~. He becomes a 
yardstick by which we measure our own 
lives and like Isaiah we recognize our 
sinfulness and our unworthiness. 

IT'hat's why many people don't like 

mirror in whi~ ~ ~ 
recognize our own unholiness. W ~ ,v ;- __ . __ -~ 

Wll, AM..a-~44- lk~ ft'.;;;t-~~ ~ 
We See God's Grace - • 

When we see God and then see a 
reflection of ourselves and are brought 
face to face with the reality of our 
unworthiness, we then are able to see 
God's grace. 

ifnat's what happened to Isaiah. 
After he acknowledged his unworthiness, 
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the Bible says, ""ttien one f the erag s 
flew to me witb a UJZ.e coal in his hand, 
wtfic he had taken wjth tongs from the 
wr. With it he touched my mouth and 
sai , 'See, this has touched your lips; 
your guilt is taken away and your sin 
atoned for." 

Church is not a place to~ our 
infulness. n is a place to recogniz~ our 

sinfulness but then to understand that 
God is willing to accept us just as we are. 

ifhat was the point the Pharisee 
Jesus told about could not grasp. He 
went to the temple to pray and in his 
prayer he congratulated God that He had 
such a wonderful 
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Worship an~ervice exist in an 
inseparable tensioiG.Vwocsbip that does 

. not R'f.SUJ.., in service is dishonest. 
(}) Seryj~ that does not spring from worship 

issuperficial. Worship and service go 
together. 

Several years ago, Merv Griffin 
interviewed some body builders. After 
they demonstrated all of their muscles, 
Merv asked them a question: "Wha! do 

you use all those 
muscles for?" person as he was 

who believed in 
Him. Jesus' point 
was simple. 
do 't ta church 
to congratulate 
God that we are so 
wonderful. We go 
t church to thank 
God for loving us 
and using us even 
though we are not 
wonderful. 

That was the point the Pharisee 
Jesus told about could not grasp. Be 
went to the temple to pray and in his 
prayer he congratulated God that he 
had such a wonderful person as he 
was who believed in Him. Jesus' 

One guy flexed 
his muscles in one of 
those body builders' 
poses. 

"No, you don't 
understand," Merv 
repeated. "What do you 
use all those muscles 

At church 
I,:> we discover we do 

not have to hide 

The guy said, "I'll 
show you." And he again 
flexed his muscles. 

point was simple. We don't go to 
church to congratulate God that we 
are so wonderful. We go to church 
to thank God for loving us and 
saving us and using us even though 
we are not wonderful. 

He never got it. 
Do we? What are 

we going to use all of our 
spiritual muscles which 

are strengthened by wors~p for? 
our sin. Instead, 
we can be cleansed of our sin and 
released from our sin,_by,,lh~~ 
God. 1,1/'e ~~, 
~e Our Service 

. 9 

l~ah understoocf!He saw God. 

After we have been touched by 
God's grace and are freed from the 
control of our sin, we then see our 

Then, h~ecognized his own inadJ;_quacy. 
But then, through the touch Gf1 God's 
grace, he realized his adequacy was not 
in himself but in God. And . then, 

~ trengthened by the experience of 
worship, he was ready to serve. ere I 
am, ord. Send mel" 


