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I. COND ~ N 

II. COMMAND OF CHRIST 

2. 

witnesses for me." Future indicative, in the 
imperative sense. No option! 
- · Acts R • 4 "All they that WERE SCATTERED ABROAD 
went everywhere preaching the Word." 
- - Acts 8 · 1 11 They were all scattered abroad EXCEPT 
THE APOSTLES, 11 

-- Note: The point Luke is making is that everyone 
besides the apostles went everywhere preaching. 
-- App l y: This is how the early church accomplished 
the most a mazi ng results i n just 300 years. The 
whole pagan Roman Empire was permeated by the 
gospel . It reached into every city and town, and 
finally into the Roman senate and the very palace 
of Rome itself--until a Christian Caesar was placed 
on the throne . HOW? Because everyone was reaching 
to win! 

By 300 A.D. the church had reached so far and 
won so many, that it appeared the entire civilized 
world would be won by 500 A.D. THEN SOMETHING 
HAPPENED! Emperor Constantine, supposing to do the 
church a favor, declared the whole Roman Empire to 
be "Christian." Thus millions of pagans along with 
their superstitions and heresies were swept into 
the "church" .. 

Little by 1 ittle the idea arose of a "clergy" 
and a "laity" with only the clergy evangelizing. 
So the decision was made to let "ecclesiastical 
George" do it . And ecclesiast!. c,'1.1 George fell on 
his ecclesiastical face! 
-- I l lu:$: ( enn edy) Christ said, "You shall be 
fishers of men." But instead we have become 
"keepers of the aquar i urn. 11 If we do anything at 
all we go out and try to swipe fish from so'f 
other aquarium or invite other fish to meetA at our 
own aquarium. 

We may even tell them what a beautiful 
aquarium it is with stained g l ass and friendly 
fish. We may add that the keeper of the aquarium 
gives out the finest tid-bits at 11:00 each Su nday. 

But that is not what Christ commanded u s to 
do. He has commanded us to reach to win! 
The Subject i ve Command 
-- TT Gae 5;14a "The love of Christ constrains us!" 
-- Note : This i s a command 
haunts u s day and n igh t. 
love of God . It commands 
reach to win! 

we ca n never escape! It 
We can never escape the 
us , it com els us to 

III. COHE!ETENCE OF GOD'S WORD 

fJ- - •Isa Leab 55 ;:t:1 "So shall my word be that goeth f o r:th out 
of -~~t. r.et..ur n unt. e ~o-1d,., but- it 

._...,_,...w.i.r..i,,....Whlc p e~ . and i shall 
wllet: I . sent it 11 



- -Illus: A California Baptist church reports that 1,250 
professions of faith have resulted from a recent 
Scripture distribution campaign . Members of the True 
Vine Church in Oakland have given away 12 , 000 New 
Testaments in door-to-door witnessing sin ce November. 
They have seen such dramatic results that the Sunday 
School and Home Mission Boards have now shipped them 
10,000 more testaments! 

God wasn't bluffi ng whe n he s aid 
-- VANITY FAIR: orbacheV, was born in March 1931 just at 
the beginning of the great famine . He was thin and 
hungry as a small chil d . He wa s very close to his 
grandmothe~ . a devout Russian Orthodox Christian, who 
made certain the boy was baptized. She took young 
Mikhail to church . 

His mother , aria Panteleyvna, is also a believer 
to this day , according to Ar~hbishop Antony of 
StaVLQ.P,Ol . Russian mothers and grandmothers like these 
have breathed Christian values into sons for a 
millennium and the archbishop has no doubt that Mikhail 
absorbed them . 

His family was not spared tragedy. His grandfathe r 
was arrested and deported in 193 7. Until his return two 
and one-half years later the family thought he had been 
executed . 

Mikhail was 10 when his fat-her went off to war, not 
to be seen again for ive years . 

The young boy worked in the fields with his 
shaking sunflowers and scratching the earth for the 
fallen seeds that substituted for bread. is mo ne 
showed him how to be an organizer and a doer. 

Against all odds he went to Moscow State University 
and earned a law degree. His dorm room became the 
meeting place for the best minds to debat e. Mikhail was 
always a doubter, a questione . Yet, when the pitch 
became perilously high, he would step in and try to 
mediate . He always held in his feelings. He never lost 
control . Never! 

Today he te 11 s Soviet citizens, 11 You need to say to 
y ourself, ' I wil l be discipli ned. I will take 
res pons ib1 l it y. I wi 1 1 work harder. ' 11 Where did he get 
these ideas? 

oula tt be that unwi ttingly Mikhail Gorbache v 
bears the influence of the Word o f God he heard in hi s 
childhood? That in him God ' s promise has fulf i lled? 

mi 

win?" Because of he 
there is inexplicaole 
changes! 
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I . CONDITI ON OF MAN 
II. COMMAND OF CHRIST 

I I I . COMPETENCE OF GOD ,. s WORD 
£!, . 55 

IV. CONSEQUENCES OF OBEDIENCE - ~ r1;; ; ,1 '/ / .. 11s· 
1/17 

- I Cot , 15;5af "Therefor e my beloved brethre , be y.e 
steadfast, un ~vable, always abounding ·n the wo~ o 
the Lord, foe much as ye know that iour labor is not in 
vain in the Lord." 

1 . 

2 . 

3. 

The Sa l vat i on of the Lost 
James 5:20 ·~et him know, that he whi c h convert eth 
t h e sinner from the error of his way shall save a 
soul from death , and shall hide a multitude of sin.~ 
-- Illus: A group of fanatical Muslims burned 
several churches in Zaire one night. The next 
mor n ing a young Muslim who had been one of the 
torch-carriers passed o ne of the churches. 

As the Christian s met admis t the ashes , the 
young ma n pau sed to l isten. He was intrigued by 
their prayer . They did not ask God to cUL~~ their 
loss. Rath er, these Christians prayed that God 
would forgive those who had burned their building! 

The Holy Spirit used the prayers and personal 
witness of those Christians. He accepted Christ. 
Now he gives his testimony in churches throughout 
the area, eve n in those he helped to burn! 

The sal vation of the lost is always a 
con sequen ce of obedie n ce to Christ's command that IA'~ 
rea ch to win ! 
The Reclamation of the Wayward 
--Ga) 6:1 "Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a 
fault, ye which are spiritual , RESTORE (reclaim) 
such a one in the spirit of meekness." 

~I llus : Young lady who returned after 8 weeks in 
· a drug and alcohol rehabilitation center BECAUSE of 

cards, letters, personal words of interest .. 
-- I llus: One half of our resident members are 
"inactive." We could more than double the size of 
our church if all we did was reclaim the wayward 
who are already on our rolls. 
The Acce l e r ation of Christian Growth 
-- I Thess , 4i 10b "But we beseech you brethren, that 
ye increase more and more." 
-- I llus: A satellite which once moved wi t h 
sufficient momentum to remain in orbit, will, 
through the loss of that momentum, fall back to the 
earth and self -destr u ct. 
--Appl y: Three years of plateau ed Sunday school 
enrollment will most certainly result in the loss 
of our mome n tum. We can not, we dare not do 
anything less than our best in reaching to win, not 
only for the salvation of the lost and the 
reclamat i on of the wayward but a l so for the 
acce l erat i on of our own Christian growth! Nothing 
wi ll st imul ate persona l spiri tua l growth like 
reaching to win. 



Con: 

4. The Glorification of God 
-- T Car 1Q · 3Jh "Whatsoever ye do, d o all to the 
glory of God." 
- -Note: As we "reach to win" whether the end result 
be the salvation of the lost, or the reclamation of 
the wayward, or our own Christian growth, it is all 
done "to the glory of God." 

We must never apologize for reaching to win ~ L~ H{' J1 
more and more people. Numbers are important 
because NUMBERS ARE SHORTHAND FOR PEOPLE! 

And when you reachvpeople, God is glorified! 
'---, ?1,v.,-/1,,li-o - 1;trr.r rt ,·<' f":tJ,<,-,{ , ,·. 1 c/lt•fo, 1 Sf"" · 

Why reach to win? Be c ause of the: ~ 
I . CONDITION OF MAN 
II. COMMAND OF CHRIST 
III. COMPETENCE OF GOD ' S . WORD 
IV . CONSEQUENCES OF OBEDIENCE 

-
A layman on his way to church saw 4 boys loitering on a 
corner . He i nvited them to go with him and organized a 
c lass with them as the nucleus. 

Years passed and the original group scattered . But on 
the teacher ' s birthday in 1932 , he received letters from 
each of the 4 original members: 
One letter came from a mi ssionary to China; 
One from the president of a Fede r al Reserve Bank; 
One from the private secretary of Pres . Herbert Hoover; 
And the fourth f rom Pres i dent Hoover h i mse l f! 
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A BUILDER BUILDED A TEMPLE 

A builder builded a temple; 
He wrought with care and skill; 

Pillars and groins and arches 
Were fashioned to meet his will; 

And men said when they saw its beauty: 
"It shall never know decay. 

Great is thy skill, 0 Builder, 
Thy fame shall endure for aye." 

A teacher builded a temple; 
She wrought with skill and care: 

Forming each pillar with patience, 
Laying each stone with prayer. 

None saw the unceasing effort; 
None knew of the marvelous plan; 

For the temple the teacher builded 
Was unseen by the eyes of man. 

Gone is the builder's temple: 
Crumbled into the dust , 

Pillar a nd groin and arches 
Food for consuming rust; 

But the temple the teacher builded 
Shall e ndur e while the a ge s ro l l; 

For that beautiful, unseen temple 
Was a child's immortal soul. 



If I speak with great eloquence and enunciate every word with 
perfection, but have not loved, I am not a teacher. 

If I have the gift of teaching and regularly attend weekly workers 
meetings, and if I have read the lesson five times and studied 
Hobb's Commentary, · · · · · - - ---

- but have not loved, I am not a teacher. 
If I have my class completely organized and use creativity in my 

presentation, and even if I use the appropriate resource kit 
items, but have not loved, I have taught nothing. 

A teacher is kind and smiles a lot. A teacher does not get mad when 
the room is a mess, the dry-erase board has been marred by a 
Marks-A-Lot, or the class next door is too noisy. 

A teacher loves all class members-the active members and the 
chronic absentees-and does not get angry when members 

· promise to come but don't. 
A teacher keeps his or her walk with God current, and leads others 

to do the same. 
A teacher is always prepared. 
But where there be dry-erase boards, they will scratch and stain; 

where there be markers, they will dry up; where there be lit
erature, it will fade. 

But where there is a teacher with a love for God and class members, 
that teacher will flourish. 

A teacher may only know a part of the good done while investing 
his or her life in others, but someday the whole impact will 
be revealed. Someday the teacher will be fully rewarded for 
his or her efforts. 

O And these three remain: organization, preparation, and love. But 
the greatest of these is love. I 

~ 47-~ ~~~ir~ 



Lottie Crim 

You say the winter has been long, and the spring 
has been sloppy? You hear everyone saying they are 
ready for summer? They want warm air, bright sun
shine, longer days? Well, what are we going to do? 
Let's have some fun! 

Summer is either a time when adult work can 
come unglued (they're all out doing something), or 
can cement some tentative relationships with special 
events (WannaGoFishingWithMe?). Indoors or out
doors, keep the livin' easy. 

"It's Too Hot Outside" 
Have your members suddenly started complaining 

about the summer heat, and so shortly after they 
were complaining about the winter cold? Here are 
some activities you could plan that won't take every
one outside every time. 

Have an old-fashioned ice cream social and get
together. For this event you'll need several people to 

Saturday. Serve soup, crackers, relishes, and a light 
dessert, or have participants brown-bag it. 

Have Christmas music playing to give the event a 
Christmas feeling. You might display some somple 
Christmas decorations as well. Make sure there are 
enough tables and chairs set up, plus a table for cof
fee and other beverages. 

Help those who come think about the real meaning 
of Christmas. Write a discussion question on cards to 
distribute to each table. Some you might consider: 
What is true giving? Why is receiving important? 
Who is the most giving person you know, and why? 
During lunch, pause to reflect on the questions on the 
tables and why we celebrate Christmas. 

Adults might participate if the items they produce 
become gifts for needy families, missionary children, 
a children's home, or some community agency. That 
should put a warm glow in their hearts! 

The Blue Plate Special 
Plan a potluck lunch for one Sunday after worship. 

The catch is, everyone must bring their food in a blue 

When the Livin' is easy: 
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Sumffier Fellowship : ~eas-
volunteer to make homemade ice cream. Make sure 
several people bring toppings for the ice cream. Plan 
table games and such around the ice cream time. 

Enlist volunteers to locate antique athletic and 
kitchen equipment to decorate the room and tables. If 
one is anywhere close by, enlist a barbershop quartet 
to perform. Also plan for some old-fashioned hymn 
singing. 

Encourage regular attenders to bring- not just 
invite- prospects and inconsistent attenders. 
Announce the event with posters and postcards. 
Enlist a couple of adults to dress in period costume 
(1920's swimming attire?) to make verbal announce
ments. 

Jump-start the Holidays 
Plan a crafts day. Enlist members or other people 

from the community to demonstrate and teach the 
how-tos of the kinds of gifts adults can begin making 
for Christmas. "In the summer?" you ask? What bet
ter way to get a head start on planning for December! 

Plan to stay a good part of the day- probably a 

dish. Decorate the tables with blue items, tablecloths, 
and napkins. Use disposable blue plates, glasses, and 
cups for easy cleanup. If you really want to make it a 
blue day, suggest that everyone wear blue dresses or 
shirts to church. Give a prize (something blue, of 
course!) for the most unique blue serving dish an 
adult uses. 

For a brief devotional thought, point out that blue 
symbolizes loyalty. Believers need to remain loyal to 
Christ and His church-even in the summer months. 

Sports Hero/Heroine Party 
This summer the Olympic games will take place. 

Atlanta, Birmingham, Montgomery, and points in 
every direction will be busy with the events. Too bad 
we all can't be there, right? Or can we? 

Check the local TV listings for the best time to 
watch various events. Ask an adult who has a large 
television-and TV room-to host a Sports 
Hero/Heroine Party. The program fare will be the 
Olympics, fellowship, and, of course, food. 

Advertise the event with Olympic symbols on 
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