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CHOOSING GOD 
Isaiah 55: 1-lf. 

(Eighth in a series of Ten Sermons on the Book of Isaiah) 

A professor at a New York City university needed some help with his personal 
problems, so he decided to go to a psychiatrist. He did not know one, so he looked in the 
yellow pages and found a psychiatrist on Park A venue. As he walked into the office he found 
himself in a room, beautifully appointed, but with no receptionist. Instead, there were two 
doors. Over one door was the label "men," and over the other door was the label "woinen." 
That was an easy choice to make. He went through the door marked "men" and found himself 
in yet another room, beautifully decorated, with no receptionist, but with two more doors. Over 
one of these doors was the label "introvert, 11 and over the other was the label "extrovert." He 
had to think about this one for a few minutes. Finally, he decided he was more of an introvert 
than an extrovert, so he went through that door and found himself in yet another room. In this 
room there were two more doors. Over one door was a sign which said "Those making more 
than $50,000," and over the other was a sign which said, "Those making less than $50,000." 
That was an easy choice to make. He made far less than $50,000. So he went through that 
door, and found himself ... back on Park Avenue. 

Life is full of choices, and these choices will determine the ultimate outcome of our 
lives. Decision making is a task which faces each of us every ~y of our lives. 

So it was for Israel. Babylon, a nation which had reigned supreme in the world, had 
been defeated by Persia in about 539 B.C. Cyrus, leader of Persia, issued an edict allowing 
the Hebrews in captivity to go back home. Now they were confronted by a choice. During the 
years of captivity, some of the Jews had put down their roots in Babylon. They did not want 
to leave the comfort of their new homes, so they were hesitant to go back. Into that kind of 
situation, Isaiah spoke a word from the Lord, urging the Hebrews to go back home. It was 
this invitation to life which is the ·subject of this week's message. 

Notice several things about this choice with which the Hebrews in captivity were 
confronted. 

The Benefit (55: 1-2) 

First, we see the benefit of the choice in Isaiah 55:1-2.The central idea of these first 
two verses is that God alone can satisfy the deep spiritual need of the human soul. Water, 
milk, and wine -- the three elements mentioned in our text, were all symbols of spiritual 
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sustenance. Isaiah was using physical realities to declare a spiritual truth only God can satisfy. 
His rovisions are available to those who respond to His invitation. 

I rrbc abundance of this provision is seen in the reference to water in verse 1. Water was 
a precious commodity in the ancient world, and it was often sold on the streets. Yet, Isaiah 
offered the invitation for all who thirst to come to the waters even if they have no money. 
~ The universality of the provision is seen in the phrase, "every one who thirsts" (55: 1). 

This invitation was specifically for the Hebrews. Implied, however, is the truth that the 
invi tion of God is also for all who will believe, Jews or Gentile. 

::1 The source of this provision is seen in the phrase "cat what is good, and delight 
yourself in abundance" (55:2). To go back to their promised land was to discover the 
overabundant sup 1 of SP,iritual c oditie t t w Id brin atisfaction to theiJ1 deepest 
spiritual needs. ' ~4-- r.P1~u ~~'"H,,~;.ca. ~ ' • • 

A certain man in a country church was about as void of spiritual gifts as any man 
could be. He was so introverted he would hardly speak to anyone. He had failed in business. 
He had lost _all his money. His family had fallen apart. He was a failure in every way. The 
only bright spot in his life was that he faithfully attended worship service each week. One day 
he was in a car with a young pastor of the church as they drove to a funeral. The old 
gentleman said to his pastor, "I want to tell you a story I have never told anyone else. It may 
surprise you to know when I graduated from high school I was picked as the one most likely 
to succeed. I even won the orator's medal at the commencement service. All during the 
summer, people in the little town would come up to me and say, 'You are going to go a long 
way in life. You are really going to make a mark in this world.' About that time, I began to 
feel God wanted me to use my gifts in full time service for Him. But I didn't want to. I had 
other plans for my life. I had other things I wanted to accomplish, so I said no to God. For 
twenty years, I never went into a church without being overwhelmed by the feeling God 
wanted me to use my gifts to serve Him." The old man continued, "That was a long time ago, 
and you can see what happened to me. My gifts atrophied from lack of use. My family has 
left me. I failed in business. I have missed out on what life is all about." When he finished 
his story, he said to the pastor, "I have told you my story so you can use it Sometime, when 
you stand before a group of young people, tell them, 'It may cost something to say yes to 
God, but it costs even more to say no."' 

That is true of our day. It was also true in Isaiah's day. For the people to say yes to 
God would cost them something. They would have to leave their homes. They would have 
to pull up roots again. They would have to make a long journey. It would cost something. But 
it would cost infinitely more to sa no to od use .!_hey w uld mjss out Hi bundant 
spiritual provisions. 7 ~ i;:;,,..w-,.,N/'H.O ..A"'"\ ~~ ..... --v 

In verses 3-5 Isaiah talked about the basis for the choice. The invitation was universal 
but res nse has to be individual. Isaiah illustrated this truth by referring to avid. David was 
the one aroun whom the covenant was centered. Because of'the covenant, Israel's true destiny 
is to be the people of God. wever, whether or not she succeeded would depend on her 
response to God's invitation of grace. 

One of the most difficult ideas to understand is the tension between the sovereignty of 
God and the freedom of man. Both ideas weave their way through the Scripture. God 
ultimately is in control, and will move the world toward its predetennined goal. Nevertheless, 
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we have frcedo God is doing. Someone 
once put it like this. There are ultimately only two kinds of people in the world, ose who 
sa "Thy will be done, II and those ,unn,fl'I _a S ''Thy will be done."{ ~ ~ 

God's invitation to Israel was to return home, to rebuild the nation, and to realize the 
fullness of spiritual life. This benefit would only come to those who made a deliberate, 
personal decision to · accept it. 

The Burden (55:6-7) 

The prophet took the subject a step further and discussed the burden of the choice. 
:e Ilic while He may be found," Isaiah said, "Cill upon Him while He is near" 

(55:6). 
The invitation to life has an enc about it that places a great burden upon each of 

us. In a day when we try to work God into our schedule according to our own agendas, this 
is a message we need to hear. We don't need to work God into our agenda. Instead, we need 
to work into God's agenda. 

Those Hebrews in Babylon who were invited by God to go back home and who chose 
to say no, might have said to themselves, "Not this time. I'm too busy now. I have too many 
other things to do now. Later on, when we have another opportunity, when God asks another 
time, then I will respond. Then I will go back home." 

The prophet Isaiah warned them, "You may not have a next time. You might not have 
another invitation. This invitation may be the last chance. This might be the last time God 
draws near to you in this way. cc e Lor_d while He ma~ be found." 

That message needs to be declared to the people of our day. How often we put God 
off. We have a call from God to give ourselves to a certain task. We refuse with the response, 
"We'll do it later." There may not be a later. This may be the only opportunity we ever have 
to serve God in this way. 

When God gives an invitation -- to serve, to share, to stand up for Him -- there is an 
urgency with the invitation which says, "Now, today, while there is time, while I am near, 
seek ye the Lord while He may be found. Call upon Him while He is near." 

he B essing (55:8-11) 

Why should we call upon the Lord? Because of the blessings He makes available to 
us. The point of these verses is not just that God's · .e from man's and that 
God's thqngbts are different from man's ~55:8). The point of these verses is that God's wa s 

_ ...._,UMJi1e-14w...1M.M-~ ~ than man's ~5;9). 
One of the most difficult lessons in life to learn is that God's ways are best. A layman 

named Jerry shared his testimony in a Baptist men's service a few weeks ago. He was 
describing a renewal of commitment in his life which had led him to blessings he had not 
even imagined. I remember one of the statements he made. He said;>'It was hard for me to 
realize that God could run my life better than I could." God can run our lives better than we 
can. His ways are better than our ways. 

These blessings will come through the Word of God. Just as in nature, Isaiah said a 
law of sowing and reaping prevails in spiritual matters. When His Word is set loose in the 
world, it will not return void or empty. It will accomplish what He desires it to accomplish 
-- and that is to produce life in the heart of the believer. 




