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LIKE A ROCK 
Isaiah 44: 8' 

:ve you ever heard or read about the one million dollar Malibu rock? 
-Benis Waitley tells about it in his bo Timing Is. Everything: 

t h pened one February. Rains had been pounding southern California 
for most of two weeks. Rocks were falling down the slopes. Some of the 
homeowners who lived on one section of the Pacific Coast Highway in Malibu 
looked up and began noticing a rock that had been located directly above them 
since the day they had built their costly homes. They saw the 116-tonrock, 
perched a little more than 180 feet above Pacific Coast Highway between 
Topanga Canyon Boulevard· and Malibu Canyon road, and they began to 
perceive it as a problem--a major problem. They envisioned it sliding down onto 
their homes, causing great property damage and possibly injuries or death. 

One homeowner sent a telegram to the Califomia Department of 
Transportation, holding it responsible for anything that happened should that 
rock dislodge and come crashing down the mountainside. That, of course, put 
the department in action. The state ordered the owners of the property on which 
the rock balanced to have the rock removed immediately. The Iranian Import 
Company, which owned the land, declined to take action, and so the state hired 
a construction company to remove the rock. Bids were put out, and the lowest 
one was for $92,000! 

jo · was only supposed to take a few hours at the most. A net was 
going to be raised by helicopter and then fastened to the rock by a crew in 
bulldozers. Then the helicopter would gently lower the rock onto the highway, 
where a cushion of mud had been spread to break its fall and prevent it from 
rolling onto the houses. It all sounded simple enough. 

hortly after <lawn, three Caterpillar D-9 tractors started up the hill. It was :- ,, 
past noon before they were in place. Then workers had trouble getting the 
thirty-by-thirty-foot 2,500-pound net laced together. A twin-turbine jet helicopter 
picked up the net and draped it over the rock. The tractors, pulling in tandem, 
attempted to budge the rock from its perch. It did not move. 

rowds of people and repo~rs amved to watch as the day turned to 
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:::::::l~~: .• One news photographer got stuck on a ledge near the rock and had to be 

rescued by helicopter. The crowd cheered. The rock didn't move. 
ifhe next day, the rock was bombarded with 32,000 gallons of water from. 

400-foot fire hose. The rock still didn't move. Someone said in exasperation, 

"The darn thing must be welded to a steel beam down the middle of it!" 

upennan arrived at the party to ote one of his films. The crowds 
were enjoying the rock-moving party atmosphere. The rock became the most 

watched rock in the Los Angeles basin! 

Just before sundown, three days after the assault had started, a herculean 

effort involving a one-inch steel cable and a skiploader caused the Malibu rock 

to come tumbling down, crashing through the net holding it, breaking chains, 

and shooting sparks as it fell 180 feet onto the mud cushion on Pacific Coast 

Highway. It took another three days for the road to be cleared of the rock and 

mud. 11 things considered--including loss of busine revenue and salaries and 

per diem school funds because the road was closed--the removal of that rock 

cost nearly one million dollars!" (1) / /'I- l~JvJf 
Let's talk about rocks this morning. If we were to do a free association 

exercise and I said, "rock," some of the younger members of our congregation 

m ight think of music. A newly engaged member might think of the diamond on 

her finger. As someone has noted, "Diamonds are a girl's best friend. Dogs are 
a man' s best friend. Now you know which sex is smarter." 

Some of us might think of insurance when we think of "rock." A few of 

us might even think of a certain kind of pickup truck that is praised in the lyrics 

of a commercial as being "like a rock." The more religious of us might think of 

Simon Peter who was dubbed "the rock" by Jesus. And a few older members 

might think, "Rock of Ages" cleft for me. The older members would be closer 

to our theme for the morning. 'f-Jft.'8 

This is what the Lord says in the book of Isaiah~ "Do not tremble, do not 

be afraid. Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago? You are my 

witnesses. Is there any God besides me? No, there is no other rock; I know not 
one." 

Like a rock. nmoving, constant, strong, s lia. t's 

can depend on Him. is always there. 

I 
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The brightest star ih the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles was a tiny 

dynamo named Mary Lou Retton. She had everything going her way--except 
one. Because her coach and mentor, Bela Karolyi, was not a member of the 

U.S. coaching staff, he was not allowed on the floor. 

Through a little subterfuge, however, he gained his way into the Pauley 

Pavilion with an equi ment mover's credential from AMF. He was allowed to 
stand with photographers in a narrow pen behind a waist high barrier. He was 

close enough to see and be seen. But he was not allowed to get right next to his 

star performer. In fact, if Mary Lou wanted his advice or encouragement, she 

had to run over to where he stood and talk across the barrier. (2) 

east he was there, though. At least when she needed advice she could 

go to him. She was not out there in the arena totally alone. He was there.What a 

great consolation to you and me to know that when we need Him, God is 

always there as well. any of us have discovered His presence when we've sat 

up beside a sick child, or faced a perplexing moral dilemma, or carried a heavy 

burden. We're not alone either. He is there. Like a rock. 

JI, There is a second thing to see: c!!'.2.'!:::!"_,is be witneu to ttie ock in 
worl . Jesus certainly had this partially in mind when he called Peter a rock 

and said "upon this rock I will build my church." (Mt. 16:18) The church is "to 

be there" for people just as God is always there for us. This is how we witness 
to the Rock. 

Phillip Yancey ·ves a moving account of the film Repentance by Tengiz 

Abuladze. The movie deals with the persecution of churches in the old Soviet 

· . It details false denunciations, forced imprisonment, the burning of 

churches--the very acts that earned the KGB its reputation.Jor cruelty, especially 

against religion. In Stalin's era, an estimated 42,000 priests lost their lives. 

Ninety-eight of every 100 Orthodox churches were shattered. Repentance 
portrays these atrocities from the vantage point of one provincial town. 

"In the film's most poignant scene, women of the village rummage 

through the mud of a lumberyard inspecting a shipment of logs that has just 

floated down the river. They are searching for messages from their prisoner 

husbands who cut these logs in a labor camp. One woman finds initials carved 

into the bark and, weeping, caresses the log tenderly; it is a thread of connection 
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to a hu band she cannot caress. The movie ends with a peasant woman asking 

directions to a church. Told that she is on the wrong street, she replied, 'What 
good is a street that doesn't lead to a church?'" (3) 

We know now that for many people in the Soviet Union the church was a 

rock during those terrible days. The church was there and the church cared. 
\\. 

Communism has come and gone, but the church continues--like a rock. You are 
my witnesses," God says in Isaiah. "Is there any God besides me? No, there is 
no other rock; I know not one." ,, Be G-o D£/. i .s * St.. (k)p a.t-G L o. 

~ ,., fl dClr - - ~4. f,, ~ A 1,"dc fr. 
This brings us to the final thing to said for e morning. There are 

times you and I are call to be a rock. There are times we are called not 

~nly to be present for others but to be strong, to be steadfast. "Do not tremble," 

God says, " o not be afraid." 1bat's easier said than done. 

A Texan was telling a crowd of Easterners about the viciousness of the 

wild steers on the range. "I was walking along close to a mesquite thicket the 

other day," said the Texan, "when one of these critters crashed out and came for 

me. I ran for the closest tree. The lowest branch on it was twenty feet up. 

There was nothing to do but to jump for it." There the Texan paused and 

reached for his tobacco and started rolling a cigarette. The tense silence was 

broken by an anxious voice. "Did you catch it?" someone ~sked. The Texan 

drawled, "N I missed it going up but I caught it coming down." 

'snot easy being a rock. But sometimes God calls us to do just that--to 

be strong, to be steadfast. 

The movie, Glory, is about the Massachusetts 54th Anny, the first black 

battalion in the Civil War. Their first battle was against insurmountable odds. 

The night before that great battle they had a prayer meeting around the 

campfire. The sergeant prayed, "Lord, if we die, let the word go back to our 

friends that we went down standing up." ( 4) Those soldiers were determined to 

be a rock. They were going to be strong. They were going to be steadfast. You 

and I will be called on to be a rock at some time in our lives. 

Of course, it is easier to be stron h o have a great be ief in a great 

G . When your feet are firmly planted on the rock of faith, you can stand and 
not tremble. 

Christo her Wren, who rebuilt St. Paul's Cathedral and much of London 
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after the Great Fire of 1666, was invited to design a new town hall in Windsor. 
When he submitted his plans, a member of the corporation, or town council, 
· sisted that the roof required better support and wanted extra pillars to be 

In vain did Wren, the greatest architect in the realm, argue that his 
planned structure was perfectly safe. The politician was adamant. He also 

managed to spread alarm throughout the community and succeeded in pressuring 
Wren to add the supports. 

later, when both the artist and his patron were dead, some 
re airs and cleaning were rformed on the hall. The workmen were surprised 
to find that, invisible from the floor below, the extra columns Wren put in were 

.,m:o,..1JD.C.ll1.eS..SW:ULof touching the roof. Wren put in the columns as his critics 

insisted. But he knew his building would stand. So the columns he erected were 

no more than dec~tion. (5) :zr:. 
Like a roclc. · . 7fhe church is 

God's rock in the world.~etimes we are called to be a rock--steadfast and 

strong. 

Someone once described eternity like this: Imagine a rock that is one 

hundred miles high and one hundred miles wide. Once every thousand years a 
little bird comes to this rock to sharpen its beak. When the rock has thus been 
worn away, then a single, day of eternity will have gone by. 

So will the faithfulness of God always be there for the one who trusts in 

Him. Like a Rock. ~ M JJJ-1. : & 
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