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HAMART I ALOGY THE DOCTRINE OF SIN 

Scripture: Isaiah 14:12-17 

INTRO: "HAMARTIALOGY" COMES FROM THE GREEK WORD, 
"HARMATIA," WHICH WE SHALL COMMENT ON LATER. 

THE ORIGIN OF SIN IS WRAPPED IN OBSCURITY. 
IT IS ONE OF THE UNREVEALED MYSTERIES OF THE BIBLE. 

BUT CERTAINLY WITHIN OUR OWN LIVES THERE IS 
ENOUGH EVIDENCE TO CONVINCE US THAT SIN IS A 
REALITY. 

WILL ROGERS SAID, "I DON'~ NEED A BIRTH CERTI
FICATE. THE FACT I AM HERE IS EVIDENCE ENOUGH." 
AND ACTUALLY WE DO NOT NEED TO ARGUE THE REALITY 
OF SIN. OUR OWN LIVES ARE TESTIMONY ENOUGH. 

BUT JUST WHEN AND HOW DID SIN BEGIN? TO THIS 
THERE IS NO DETAILED EXPLICIT ANSWER. BUT WE SEE 
A HINT OF IT IN: 

I . THE ENTRANCE OF SIN INTO SATAN 
--Isaiah 14:12-17 
--NOTE: Notice the e xpression, "I will" is 

r epeated five t imes. And the fifth time 
Satan says, "I will be l i ke God - l ike the 
most High" (v s. 14). This reminds us of the 
desire of Adam a nd Eve to be as wise a s God. 

I I. THE INTRODUCTION OF SIN INTO THE HUMAN RACE 
--Genesis 3:1-13 
--Intro: Man was not forced to sin. As a free 

moral agent, he deliberately, knowingly, and 
willingly chose to sin. Sin entered the human 
r ace through : 
(1 ) Deception (I Tim. 2 :1 4) 
(2) Man's Disobedience (Rom. 5:19) 
(3) Serpent's Enticement (Ge n . 3:1-6) 
(4) Satan's Malignity (Rev. 12:9) 



--NOTE: BUT is sin truly a reality? Many 
say "sin" is an old outdated religious term 
that is applied to taboos and only reflects 
man's mores. 

III. ~ HE REALITY OF SIN 
--NOTE: Sin is a sad and terrible reality. 

This fact may be proved in three ways, namely: 
the teaching of Scripture, the testimony of 
mankind, and the witness of consciousness. 

1. The Teaching of Scripture 
--NOTE: As to the reality of sin the teaching 

of Scripture is clear and unmistakable. 
Among a multitude of passages take but three: 
(1) John 1: 2 9 "Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world." 
(2) Romans 3:23 "For all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God." 
(3) Galatians 3:22 "But the Scripture hath 
concluded all under sin that the promise by 
f a ith might be given to al l them that believe." 

2. The Testimony of Mankind 
--NOTE: The testimony of mankind as to the 

reality of sin has been enacted into government 
legislation, has found recognition in every 
false religion, and is reflected in secular 
literature. 
( 1) The Roman philosopher Seneca said: "We 
have all sinned, some more, and some less." 
(2) The Roman Ovid wrote: "We all strive for 
what is forbidden." 
(3) The German philosopher and poet Goeth 
confessed: "I see no fault in others which I 
myself might not have committed." 
(4) A Chinese proverb runs: "There are two 
good men: one is dead and the other is not 
yet born." 
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3. The Witness of Conscience 
--NOTE: I was saved when I was eight years 

old. But months earlier, my conscience told 
me I was lost and that God knew that I knew 
I was lost! 

--NOTE: Consciousness gives no uncertain witness 
to the reality of sin. Everyone knows he is 
a sinner. No one of responsible years has 
ever lived free from the sense of personal 
guilt and moral defilement. Remorse of con
science for wrong-doing hounds all the sons 
and daughters of Adam; while the sad and 
terrible consequences of sin are seen in the 
physical, mental, and moral deterioration and 
degeneration of the race. 

--NOTE: We admit that we cannot deny the reality 
of sin in the face of this three-fold witness. 
But what is sin? 

IV. THE NATURE OF SIN 
1. What Sin is Not 

(1) Sin is not an accident. 
There are those who hold that sin is an accid
ent; but, as we have seen, the teaching of the 
Bible is that sin resulted from an act of 
responsible disobedience on the part of Adam. 
Romans 5:19. 

(2) Sin is not infirmity. 
There are those who hold that sin is a kind of 
disease, because of which we are very unfor
tunate but in no wise culpable. But this, 
like the former view, is contrary to the 
revelation of the Bible. 

(3) Sin is not a negation. 
That sin is a negation is the teaching of 
Christian Science - that evil is the absence of 
good, and sin is the absence of righteousness. 
But the Word of God declares sin and evil to 
have a positive existence and to be an offense 
to the Lord. Psalm 51:4 
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(4) Sin is no t "an ami a ble weakness . " 
In order to find excuse for their wicked indul
gences, there are those who hold that sin is "an 
amiable weakness." But sin is not pitiable but 
blameworthy, and the sinner is responsibly guilty 
before God. 

(5) Sin is not a necessity. 
Fatalism teaches that sin is a necessity and that 
while sin is of the nature of responsible personal 
guilt, yet we cannot escape it and consequently 
must make the best of it. There are indeed many 
Christians who practically maintain that sin is 
a means of grace. The old extreme Calvinistic 
view of sanctification was that death alone can 
free us from sin. Yet the clear and emphatic 
teaching of the New Testament is that the blood 
of Jesus Christ can cleanse us from all sin. 
I John 1:7 
2. What Sin Is In the Old Testament 

(1) The most common word for sin signifies 
literally to miss the mark. In the original sense 
it is found in Judges 20:16: "Among all this 
people there were seven hundred chosen men left
handed; every one could sling stones at a hair 
breadth, and not miss." With its derivative forms 
this word means any moral deviation from the divine 
goal - a going beyond, a coming short, or a 
falling aside. Not only willful and ignorant acts 
of sin but also evil states and wicked dispositions 
of the mind and heart are included within the scope 
of this Hebrew word. Gen. 4:7; Ex. 9:27. 

(2) Another word literally means bent or 
twisted, or crooked (Isa. 21:3), and spiritually 
means moral perverseness or iniquity, - "the dis
tortion of nature caused by evil doing." 

(3) Another word, whose root signifies stormy 
excitement, means the habit of evil; that is, 
sin particularly in the disposition. It is the 
opposite of righteousness. Lev. 19:15, 35; Job 3:li 

(4) Another word is used for a revolt against 
rightful authority; that is, apostasy or rebellion. 
It is commonly translated in the A.V. by trans
gression. Psalm 51:3. 
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(5) Another word means to cross over a line, 
or go beyond. It is usuallY- endered in the A.V. 
by transgress. Psalm 17:3 
3. What Sin Is In the New Testament 

(1) It is remarkable that in the New Testament 
Greek, as well as in the Old Testament Hebrew, 
the most common word for sin signifies to miss 
the mark. It is said to occur not less than 174 
times, 71 times in the Pauline epistles. It 
expresses the state or disposition of ev..il as 
well as the act of sin. Romans 3:23, 5:12. 

(2) Another word means the overpassing or 
overstepping of a line of duty. It is always used 
of the "violation of a positive law, an express 
precept wi th an e x p r ess s anct i o n. " I Tim. 2 : 14 . 

(3) Another word means a failure - a falling 
where one should have stood. Galatians 6:1. 

(4) Another word means lawlessness or anarchy. 
I John 3:4. 

(5) Another wora means ignorance of what should 
have been known. Hebrews 9:7. 

(6) Another word means the diminishing of 
that which one should have rendered in full. 
I Cor. 6: 7. 

(7) Another word means disobedience to a 
voice. Hebrews 2:2, 3. 

(8) Still another word means a debt or an 
offense. Matthew 6:12. 

V . SCRIPTURAL DEFINITIONS OF SIN 
--NOTE: There are in the Scriptures a number 

of descriptive definitions of sin, of which the 
following are the more striking.: 

(1) Proverbs 21:4 "An high look, and a 2 roud 
heart, and the plowing of the wi cked, is s in ." 

(2) Prover__bs 24: 9 "The thought of foolishness 
i s sin." R.V.: ~The thought of the foolish is 
sin." The word thought here -has the force of 
premeditation. 
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(3) John 16:8, 9 "And when he is come, he 
will reprove the world of sin and of righteous
ness, and of judgment: of sin, because they be
lieve not on me." R. V.: "And when he is come, 
will convict the world in respect of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because 
they believe not on me." 

(4) Romans 14:23 "For whatsoever is not of 
faith is sin." 

(5) James 4:17 "Therefore to him that knoweth 
to do good and doeth it not, to him it is sin." 

(6) I John 3:4 "For sin is the transgression 
of the law" - in act, disposition or state. 

(7) I John 5:17 "All unrighteousness is sin." 

VI. THEOLOGICAL DEFINITIONS OF SIN 
--NOTE: The following definitions of sin are 

based on the Scriptures: 
(1) Sin is the transgression of, or lack of 

conformity to, the law of God. 
(2) Sin is inordinate desire or concupiscence. 
(3) Sin is d e fi c i e ncy of l ove to God a nd man. 
(4) Sin is preference of self to God. 
(5) Sin is insubordination. 

VII. THE FOUR ASPECTS OF SIN 
--NOTE: A careful review of the teaching of 

the Scriptures concerning the nature of 
sin discloses the fact that sin may be viewed 
in four aspects, namely: towards God, towards 
the divine law, towards man, and towards self. 

1. Towards God 
Sin is either rebellion or failure to love 

God supremely. 
(1) Rebellion 
"For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, 

and stubborness is as iniquity and idolatry." 
I Samuel 15:23. 

(2) Failure to Love Him Supremely 
"And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 

all thine heart, and with all thy .Soul, and with 
all thy might." De ut. 6:5. 
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2. Towards the Divine Law 
Sin is either willful transgression or viola~ 

tion through ignorance. 
(1) Willful Transgression. 
"But the s oul that doeth ought presumptuously 

whether he be born in the land, or a stranger, 
the same reproacheth the Lord; and that soul 
shall be cut off from among his people" Numbers 
15:30. 

(2) Violation Through Ignorance. 
"And if any soul sin through ignorance, then 

he shall bring a she goat of the first year for 
a sin offering" Numbers 15:27. 
3. Towards Man 

Sin is either injustice or failure to love 
him as one's self. 

(1) Injustice. 
"Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbor, neither 

rob him; the wages of him that is hired shall 
not abide with thee all night until the morning " 
Lev. 19: 13. 

(2) Failure to love him as one's self. 
"But thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself" 

Lev. 19: 18. 
4. Towards Self. 

Sin is either selfishness (selfness) or 
corruption. 

(1) Selfishness (selfness). 
"If any man will come after me, let him deny 

himself, take up his cross, and follow me" Matt. 
16:24. 

(2) Corruption. 
"Behold, I was shapen in iniquity , and in sin 

did my mother conceive me" Psalm 51:5. 

VIII.THE PENALTY OF SIN 
--NOTE: Penalty has been defined as, essentially, 

the reaction of divine holiness against sin. It 
is the infliction of pai or suffering as punish
ment upon the lawbreaker by the Law-giver because 
of his ill desert. 
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Two kinds of penalty have been distinguished, 
namely, moral and positive. 
1. Moral Penalty 

--Proverbs 28:10 "Whoso causeth the righteous 
to go astray in an evil way, he shall fall him
self into his own pit: but the upright shall 
have good things in possession." 

--NOTE: The term moral penalty is used of the 
antural consequence of sin, the results of the 
transgression and depravity which manifest them
selves now. 

--ILLUS: An illustration may make clear the 
difference intended between the terms moral and 
positive penalty. A father forbids his son to 
climb trees under threat of punishment, the pun
ishment: to be a diet of bread and water for three 
days. The boy disobeys his father's command and 
breaks his arm by falling from a tree. Now, the 
long confinement and intense suffering which the 
lad undergoes because of his broken arm may be 
called the moral penalty which he endures, i.e., 
the natural consequences of his disobedience. 
But in no true sense is thQs the punishment for 
his act of disobedience. After the son's recovery 
the father, in order to uphold parental authority, 
and punish him for his ill-desert, must keep him 
on bread and water for three days. And this 
may be called positive penalty, i.e., the actual 
infliction of suffering by the father upon the 
son for the latter's transgression. 
2. Positive Penalty 

--II Peter 3:9 "The Lord is not slack concern
ing his promise, as some men count slackness; 
but is longsuffering to usward, not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance." 

--NOTE: The term positive penalty is used in 
reference to the final destiny of the wicked. 

(1) As expressed by the Greek ~ord, "Thanatos.' 
a. Physical death. 

Physical death is, of course, the 
separation of the soul from the body - r esulting 
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in the corruption and destruction of the material 
frame. John 11:14; Acts 2:24; Romans 8:38. 

b. Spiritual death. 
Spiritual death may be defined as the 

separation of the spirit from God. Into this 
state everyone comes by natural birth. Thus, 
the prodigal son, Luke 15:24; sinners, Eph. 2:1; 
the pleasure-loving widow, I Tim. 5:6; and the 
church of Sardis, Rev. 3:1. 

c. Eternal death. 
Eternal death may be defined as 

spiritual death continued a ter physical death -
the state of a soul through eternity dying im
penitent in trespasses and sin. Romans 1:32. 

(2) As Expressed by the Greek Word, nApoleia." 
a. General meaning. 

In the Ne w ~estament, when anything 
is said to perish or be destroyed, it is not 
meant that it ceases to exist, but that it is 
ruined, so that it no longer subserves the pur
pose for which it was i n tended or designed. 

b. Spec ia l meaning. 
--NOTE: In the New Testament the 

specific meaning of destruction, or perdition, 
is in application to the future punishment or 
the final destiny of the impenitent wicked. 
Matt. 7:13; John 17:12; Rom. 9:22. It is not 
meant that they cease to exist, but that they 
are ruined or lost: that is, they are banished 
from the presence of God. 

--NOTE: The teaching of the Scripture 
is clear that the issues of eternity are settled 
in this life. Luke 16:26; John 5:28, 29. 

--NOTE: There is absolutely no Scrip
ture to warrant the hope entertained by many that 
those who die having never heard of Christ in 
this world will be given another opportunity 
for salvation. Romans 2:12-16. 

--NOTE: The more closely men walk 
with God and the more devoted they become to His 
service, the more likely they are to believe 
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this doctrine. As Christians become worldly 
and easy -going, they grow loose in their doctrine 
concerning the doom of the impenitent. 

CONCLUSION: Do not believe this doctrine in a 
co l a, intellectual, merely argumentative way. 
If you do, and try to teach it, you will repel men 
from it. But meditate upon it in its practical, 
personal bearings, until your heart is burdened 
by the awful peril of the wicked and you rush 
out to spend your last dollar, if need by, and 
the last ounce of strength you have, in saving 
these imperiled men from the certain, awful 
hell of conscious agony and shame to which they 
are fast hurrying. 
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