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S PI1<ITVAJ... UA/Mlr-;/FV,L;1/8~ 
Hosea 1:3 - 3:5 

(Second in a Series of Six Messages on the Prophecy of Hosea) 

An ancient Jewish tale describes an 
encounter between Napoleon and a Jewish 
tailor. During Emperor Napoleon's retreat 
from Russia, he passed through a Jewish 
community. The enemy was close at hand, 
so he ducked into a tailor's shop, looking 
for refuge. He told the tailor, "Hide me 
please. If the Russians find me, they will 
kill me." So the tailor, not knowing who 
this stranger was, invited him to get into 
the bed. He piled one featherbed after 
another on top of him. The Russians came 
in, looked around, and even stuck several 
spears into the feather beds. Finally, they 
left. Napoleon came out from under the 
pile of featherbeds, deathly pale but safe. 
He told the tailor who he was and said, 
"You can ask me three favors. No matter 
what they are, I will grant them to you." 
The tailor said, " y, roof is leaking ut I 
don't have money to fix it. Will you do 
that?" Napoleon was miffed that he asked 
such a piddling favor, but he agreed to do 
it. "What else?" Napoleon asked. The tailor 
said, 'Some month ago another tail set 
up a shop acros-s the street and has been 
great competition for me. Can you have 
him move?" "Done," said Napoleon, more 

angry that the tailor was missing an 
opportunity to ask for some great favor. 
"You have one more favor," Napoleon said. 
The tailor could not think of anything, so 
finally he said, "I woulo like to know how 
you fi lt while the Russian soldiers were 
poking their s-pears through....the eatherbed." 
"lmbec. I" cried Napoleon in rage. "For 
your indolence I'll have you shot at dawn!" 
He called three French soldiers who placed 
the little tailor in irons and led him away 
to the guard house. All night the tailor 
fretted and prayed, wept and quaked. At 
dawn he made his peace with God. They 
took him from his cell, tied him to a tree. 
A firing squad aimed their muskets at him. 
Nearby, an officer counted down for them 
to shoot At the last moment, one of the 
Emperor's aides came riding up. "Stop! 
Don't Shoot!" The courier rode up to the 
tailor and handed him a note from 
Napoleon. The note said, "You wanted to 
know how I felt under the featherbed in 
your house. Well, now you know!" 

Hosea must have felt something like 
that as he proclaimed God's message to the 
people of Israel. hen He told the 1 
the had broke their 
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unfaithfulness, be knew bow rbat felt. F 
llJe vecy same tbiog bad happened to him, 
1The uniqueness of the book of Hosea is 
that his prophecy cam~, out of and was 
demonstrated in his life. He .J)lvachecLlA41.~t .• ~h/'' 
he racti ~.<#- P1t.ACT~ct1J wM.'f 7/i. ,~ 

When God said to IJosea, "Go, take 
to yourself a wife of ~ otry; and have 
children of harlotry" (Hos. 1 :2), Gomer was 
probably not at that time already involved 
in harlotry. }Josea's statement comes in 
retrospect. Looking back over what 
happened in his life, he concluded that 
from the beginning, the woman God 
instructed him to marry, had this tendency 
toward unfaithfulness which later became 
reality. This is the only view consistent 

_with the symbolism it is meant to portray. 
Gomer was pure when Hosea married her, 
but she later turned from him in 
unfaithfulness. e wa Israel was 
mire when Yahweh chose to make covenant 

' with her, but she later turned from Him in 
i:=::::=:::;:::;._ unfaithfulness. 

Hosea reminds us of some truths 
about unfaithfulness in chapter 2. 

The Fact of Unfaithfulness 
2:2-5 

The unfaithfulness of Gomer was 
not in questton but was committed 
obviously and openly. However this 
discussion in chapter 2 has a double 
application. It not only applied to Hosea's 
experience with Gomer but also to God's 

.> 

experience with Israel. That's why Roy 
-Honeycutt says we should read the book 
of Hosea with "bifocal vision." The prophet 
was not just sharing a personal experience. 
He was sharing a personal experience with 
Gomer that taught him something about 
God's experience with Israel. 

Israel was, first of all, unfaithful to 
the COVENANT WITH GOD. I is 
impossible to understand the prophecy of 
Hosea without some basic understanding of 
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the covenant made between God and Israel. 
The covenant was a relationship established 
between God and Israel which goes all the 
way back to Abraham (Gen. 12). ~CJ, 

. Like marriage, this covenant 
was meant to be an exclu · relationship. 
Consequently, when Hosea's contemporaries 
established a relationship with other gods, 
they committed ,spiritual adultery against L ~ 
God. ~- ')(-, +vn»·n, +CJ "~ ''?" "S 

Israel was also unfaithful to the ~ , 
COMMANDMENTS FROM GOD. iffie law 
was given to the Israelites to outline the 
oounoaries within which they were to live 
m this covenant relationship with God. 
Certain actions were unacceptable. 
Consequently, when Hosea's contemporaries 
exhibited practices which were contrary to 
the law, they committed spiritual adultery 
against God. 

The problem was not simply that 
Israel had broken the covenant and had 
disobeyed the commandments. The problem 
was that Israel did these things gladly and 
continually. 

We need to remember that all of us 
sin. That is true of Christians today as it 
was true of the people of God in Hosea's 
day. ~~~ we respond.to our sin. 

I lo t professional football 
playe Re · e White said about sin. He 
said, "Sometimes I believe the measure of 
our maturity might be found in the time 
spent between committing a sin and 
actually confessing that sin." 

Israel committed sins against God 
but instead of confessing those sins Israel 
was revelling in those sins. That was the 
reality Hosea confronted. 

In the same way, we display 
unfaithfulness to God today. We allow 
other things to take priority over our 
relationship with God. And we refuse to 
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live within the boundaries God has set for 
our lives. Like Hosea's contemporaries, we 
are guilty of unfaithfulness to God. 

The Consequences of Unfaithfulness 
2:6-13 

Unfaithfulness often leads to 
divorce. In Hosea's day, when a husband 
divorced his wife, the wife was compelled 
to leave everything in the husband's house
-even her clothes--since he provided them. 
She was left with nothing. This was 
probably the procedure Hosea used as he 
divorced Gomer. And it pictures the results -
of Israel's unfaithfulness to God. Ji&.~ ,,., 

would result from Israel's 
unfaithfulness. 

As a result of her unfaithfulness, 
Israel lost her INNER PEACE (2:6-7). 

Israel was not satisfied with her 
lationship with God, so she sought after 

other gods. Soon she would come to the 
place where she was not satisfied with the 
other gods. As Pete halL.used to say 
about some of his church members: "They 
were too Christian to enjoy sinning and too 
fond of sinning to enjoy being a Christian." 

A pPL'/ > Likewise, when we turn from God 
~ and become involved in the world, we lose 

the inner peace which comes from being in 
a right relationship with Him. 

As a result of her unfaithfulness, 
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The Recovery from Unfaithfulness 
2:14-23 

This loss of inner peace and 
outward provision was God's judgment on 
Israel for her unfaithfulness. However, 
God's judgment was not for punishment 
but for discipline with the end goal to 
reunite Israel with God. Hosea held out to 
Israel the possibility of being reunited with 
God. 

Again, the prophet modeled this by 
buying back Gomer and reestablishing 
himself in a relationship with her ,3 .''J /? EAi) 
In the same way as Gomer was restored to ~ 

:::> a relationship with him, Israel would_ 
someday be restored to a relationship with
God 0:4-5). 

In the last part of chapter 2, the 
prophet explained the result of this restored 
relationship. 

J\s a result of this restored /. 
relationship, Israel will COME 'O KNOW t 
THE WRD ~ ~,,, This is intimate ~ 
knowledge, and is in striking contrast to the 
old relationship described in 'There is 
no knowledge of God in the land" and 4:6: 
"My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge." 

As a result of this restored 
relationship, Israel will once more BE .J., 
BLESSED BY GOD (2:.~~ - e phrase 
"I will respond to the eavens, and they 

Israel also lost her O 'ARD~ 
ol, PROVISIONS (2 . <l-~ -CbJ#I 

will respond to the earth, and the earth will 
respond to the grain, to the new wine, and 

Israel took her blessings for granted. 
She forgot that they came from God, as 
gifts of His grace to them. Having turned 
from God, Jsrac) would po longer receive 
these benefits from God. As Jesus ut i · 
J:lis parablc-,.gf the sower, the weeds of the 
world choke out the word and produce 
fruitlessness. 

Likewise, when we turn from God 
and become involved in the world, we cut 
off the _S_Yp__ply line o God' wonderful _ 
PI'Q.viS. 00S to us. 

to the oil" pictures prosperity among the 
people and productivity in the land. 

Sam Jones, the famous evangelist, 
used to have in his evangelistic campaigns 
what he called "A Quitting Service." He 
would issue the invitation for people to 
come forward and confess the sins they 
were quitting. We need quitting services in 
our churches today, services in which we 
announce the decision to quit our 
unfaithfulness and to begin living as 
obedient children of God. 
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(Seventeenth and eighteenth in a series of outlines on the Gospel of Mark) 

LIFE ON THE DARK SIDE 
Mark 6:14-32 

There is a dark side to life. This is 
not just true today. It has always been true. 
Mark's discussion of the death of John the 
Baptist reveals the dark side of life. We 
can learn some lessons from this 
experience. 

THE DEPTH OF DEPRA VfI'Y. The 
chilling story of how Herodias used her 
daughter to carry out her revenge on John 
the Baptist is a reminder of the depth to 
which depravity will go. Some seem to 
have no moral restraints at all. Instead, they 
seem to be infatuated with evil. We can't 
change such people, nor can we understand 
them. But we must be aware of them and 
alert to them. 

THE COST OF COMMITMENT. 
Easy believism is a characteristic of 
churchmanship in our day. People are 
looking for the easy way to discipleship. 
We so often sell out to the convenient and 
the expedient The reason for this is our 
unwillingness to pay the price. John the 
Baptist reminds us that commitment costs. 

THE FOUY OF FOOUSHNESS. 
We also learn something from Herod. The 
only thing worse than making his promise 
to Salome was carrying out the promise. If 
a promise is contrary to the will of God, it 
does not need to be fulfilled. Sometimes, 
the greatest part of courage is to say, "I 
was wrong. That's not the right thing for 
me to do." 

HE INTENDED TO PASS THEM BY 
Mark 6:48 

The strange phrase at the end of 
verse 48 is easily missed. What did Mark 
mean when he said that when Jesus 
approached the boat where the disciples 
were in the midst of the storm "He 
intended to pass them by?" 

It could be that Jesus thought they 
could handle the situation on their own and 
he was simply moving to the other side of 
the lake to meet them there. If this is the 
case, then this phrase reminds us that 
JESUS DOES NOT RESCUE US FROM 
EVERY DIFFICULTY. In- fact, Jesus wants 
us to grow and develop and mature by 
handling these difficulties and challenges. 

It could be that Jesus came by the 
boat close enough so that the disciples 
could invite Him to come aboard if they 
wanted to. Without their glad invitation, He 
would have passed them by. If this is the 
case, then this phrase reminds us that 
JESUS COMES INTO OUR llVES ONLY 
IN RESPONSE TO OUR INVIT AT/ON. 
Jesus does not barge into our lives but 
instead, He stands nearby, ready to come 
in, but we have to invite Him. 

It could be that the phrase "pass by 
them" can be translated "go alongside 
them." If this is the case, then this phrase 
reminds us that JESUS IS WITH US IN 
THE MIDST OF OUR TROUBLES. We 
don't have to face our trials alone. Jesus is 
always there, alongside us. 



BIBLE STUDY 
SPIRITUAL UNFAITHFULNESS 

Hosea 1:2; 2:5a, 6-9, 14, 20, 23; 3:2, 5 (NASB) 

1 :2 When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the 
Lord said to Hosea, "Go, take to yourself a wife of 

and have children of har1otry; for the 
L -land commits flagrant harlotry, forsaking the 

Lord." -

~ 2 :5a For their mother has played the harlot... 
6 Therefore, beliold, I will hedge up her way with 
thorns, and I will build a wall against her so that 
she cannot find her paths . 
7 And she will pursue her lovers, but she will not 
overtake them; and she will seek them, but will 
not find them. Then she will say, "I will go back 
to my first husband, for it was better for me then 

- -than now!" _ ---8 For she does not know that it was I who gave 
her the grain, the new wine, and the oil, and 
lavis don her silver and gold, which th~ used,;
fo Ba --L:t )(~ plfasl'e~ -# j::,,. ~~ 
9 Therefore, I will take back My grain at harvest 
time and My new wine in its season. I will also 
take away My wool and My flax given to cover her 
nakedness. 
14 Therefore, behold I will allure her, bring her 
into the wilderness, and speak kindly to her. 
20 And I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness. 
Then you will know the Lord. 
23 And I will sow her for Myself in the land. I 
will also have compassion on her who had not 
obtained compassion, and I will say to those who 
were not My people, "You are My people!" And 
they will say, "Thou art my God!" 

3 :2 So I bought her for myself for fifteen shekels 
of silver and a homer and a half of barley. 
5 Afterward the sons of Israel will return and 
seek the Lord their God and David their king; and 
they will come trembling to the Lord and to His 
goodness in the last days. 

I. 
Hosea 1:2, 2:5a 

II. THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
UNFAITHFULNESS 

Hosea 2:6-9 

III. THE RECOVERY FROM 
UNFAITHFULNESS 

Hosea 2:14, 20, 23; 3:2, 5 




