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11\THE WORST OF TIMES 
Hosea 1:1.J 

(First in a Series of Six Messages on the Prophecy of Hosea) 

R. D. Jones wanted to sell his 
sewing machine. So he put this ad in the 
paper: "For Sale, by R.D. Jones. Call 948-
0707 after 7 p.m. and ask for Mrs. Kelly 

ho lives with him cheap." The next day, 
the following correction was printed: "We 
regret having erred in R.D. Jones' ad 
resterday. It should have reaa: 'One sewing 
machine for sale. Cheap. Phone 948-0707 
and ask for Mrs. Kelly who lives with him 

ter 7 p.m. "' The next day, the following 
correction was printed: "k. D. Jones ad 
stands corrected as follows: 'For Sale -- R. 
D. Jones has one sewing machine for sale. 
Cheap. Phone 948-070 p.m. and ask for 
Mrs. Kelly who loves with hi . "' On the 
next day, the following ad appears: "I, R. 
D. Jones, have NO sewing machine for 
5ale. I SMASHED it. Don't call 948-0707, 
as the telephone has been disconnected. I 
have not been carrying on with Mrs. Kelly. 
Until yesterday she was my housekeeper, 
but she quit!" 

Have you ever been there? 
Everything just kept going from bad to 
worse, and every attempt to correct the 
problem only compounded the problem? 
That's the way it was for Israel in Hosea's 
day. It was the worst of times. 

Hosea identified these times in the 
opening verses of his prophecy. It was 
"during the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz 
and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during 
the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, 
king of Israel." 

Hosea lived in Israel, the l)Pttbem. 
kingdom, and prophesied to .1stae1. Why 
then did he identify himself with the kings 
of .JiulijJJ, the snnthem kingdom? Like most 
of the prophets, Hosea identified the l):CC)ple 

·th the line o David, and Davi s 
lineage was carried out through the kings 
of Judah, not the kings of Israel. Another 
factor was the instability of the royal 
Jeadership io Tsrael,. the northern kingdom . .,. 
Particularly during the closing days of the 
northern kingdom, king followed king in 
rapid succession, many of them 
assassinating their rival only to be 
assassinated in tum. 

These historic references locate 
Hosea's ministry in the period between 
760-715 B.C. He began his ministry at the 
end of the period of stability in Israel 
provided by the long reign of Jeroboam II 
(793-753 B.C.) ana at e beginning of the 
period of instability that followed 
Jeroboam's death. 

-----



Brian's Lines 

These times of uncenainty are 
described in 2 Kings 14-17. In these 
uncenain times, Hosea proclaimed his word 
from the Lord. 

he Conditions 

everal things characterized this time 
in the history of Israel. Understanding these 
conditions and the causes for them will 
enable us to understand Hosea's message. 

It was a time of rn.1"1rnn,.,AL 

CORRUfiION. 
Judge W. Fred Axley, Criminal 

Court Judge in Shelby County, Tennessee, 
had an inmate brought into his court to ask 
for an early release from prison. The reason 
he deserved an early release, he said, was 
that he'd "found religion." Judge Axley 
looked at all the evidence and concluded 
that his request was premature. His petition 
was denied. The deputy sheriff led the man 
away and later returned to the courtroom 
laughing. "What's so funny?" Judge Axley 
asked. The deputy sheriff explained, "I 
think that fellow who said he found 
religion just lost it. You should have heard 
what he called you out in the hall!" 

Sometimes appearances are 
deceiving. Some who claim to "have 
religion" really do not. Some who claim to 
be spiritually attuned really are not ::rhat 
was the case with Israel in Hosea's day. 
The reign of Jeroboam II (793-753 BC), 
one of Israel's most capable leaders, gave 
the appearance of order and prosperity and 
success. Jeroboam's political and military 
expertise made Israel the largest and most 
influential country along the eastern 
Mediterranean. Prosperity abounded; 
building activity was flourishing; and this 
led to a widespread feeling o pride. 
However, beneath the surface, social and 
moral conditions were developing which 
were wrong and degrading. Poverty 
abounded. The weak were being abused, 
and justice was at a premium. What 
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appeared to be a time of prosperity was 
actually a time of corruption. 

It was a time of INTERNATIONAL 
CHANGE. 

During the first half of the eighth 
century, Assyrian influence had waned. 
That all changed with the rise of 'Ug!!!h
_pile~ . He restored Assyria to its 
position of international power. After he 
achieved success in the east, he turned his 
attention westward. His campaign in 743 
B.C. impacted Israel when King Menahem 
agreed to pay enormous tribute to Assyria. 
When Pekah, king of Israel, and Rezin, 
king of Damascus, besieged Jerusalem to 
bring Judah under their control, King Ahaz C. /~ 
of Judah called on Assyria for help. This 
time Tiglath-pileser moved through Israel 
and destroyed many cities and took many 
of the people captive. This was the 
beginning of the end for Israel. The defeat 
of capital city Samaria in 722 B.C., marked 
the end of the northern kingdom. 

It was also a time of INTELLECTUAL 
CHAOS. 

The ascendancy of Assyria over 
Judah and Israel raised questions about the 

wer of God in Israel. The pillaging of 
the land by Tiglath-pileser created 
uncenainty about the purpose of oo for 
Israel. The destruction of the worship 
centers generated apprehension about the 
presence of God with Israel. 

e narrative in 2 Kings 14-16 
iprovides insight into this 
corruption, · nternational clian e, and 
intellectual chaos which prevailed in Israel 
during the time of Hosea. 

The Cause 

What were the causes of this chaotic 
condition in the land of Israel? Answers 
can be found in the .biblical summill)' 
beginning in 2 Kings l 7.i1: I '1 R. eA 

The first cause was IMMORALITY. 
The biblical writer said, "Now this came 
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@Put, because the sons of Israel had sinned 
against the Lord their God" (2 Kings 17:7). 
foagment is the response of a fioly God to 

nholiness. e response to unholiness is 
tlie same, whether in a pagan or in a saint 

Someone once explained that sins 
were not hurtful because they 4/i;E. 
forbidden. Instead, they were forbidden 
because they ,A,&i. hurtful. Sins bring 
certain inevitable consequences. As '1 s 
put it in his epistle, " en when lust has 
conceivecl, it gives. birth to sin; and when 
sin is accomplished, it brings forth death" 

fk,...L- (James 1:15). That is true of individuals. It 
is also true of nations. The chaos and 

~CI.S corruption rampant in Israel during Hosea's 
# I~/ 1,,,J .,,.day came as a result of the people's sin. 
IS-ti """JT, The second cause was EUI'Y. 

The biblical writer said , y "feared other 
gods" ( Kings 17:7). ear is a sense of 
reverence or fascination which arises in the 
presence of that which is holy. The 
Israelites were attributing to other gods a 
respect and reverence and commitment 
which should ~ be given to Yahweh. 
One of the contributions of Hosea to the 
religious consciousness of Israel was to 
define this commitment to other gods as 
spiritual infidelity. 

tlL Old and New Testaments, 
oo demands allegian . The keynote 

of the Ten Commandments was the 
declaration from God: "You shall liave no 
other gods before Me" (Ex. 20:3J. In the 
heart of the Sermon on the Mount which 
is the guideline for Christian livi g, was 
this reminder from the Lord: "No man can 
~rve two masters." et, this is precisely 
what Israel tried to do. The chaos and 
corruption rampant in Israel during Hosea's 
day came as a result of the people's dual 
allegiance. 

The third cause was LF.NCE. The 
biblical writer said, "Howev__cr, they did not 
listen, but stiffened tlieir neck like their 
fathers" (2 Kings 17:U). .,A.V,, ......... -.._:a 
miiiab, is one thing . .JJ;Ul:~UQ.J::ml~ 
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the mistake when it is revealed to you only 
compounds the problem. 

There are ihree classes of people in 
ihe worlo : those who learn from their 
experiences; those who learn from the 
experiences of others; and those who do 
not learn. The first are wise; the second are 
happy; the thiid are fools. 

The chaos and corruption rampant in 
Israel during Hosea's day came as a result 
of the foolishness of the people. They 
refused to learn from their mistakes. 
Instead, they bowed their necks and 
continued in their sinful ways. 

T e Cha __ enge 

What was the answer to the chaotic 
conditions which prevailed in Israel? We'll 
be answering that question in this series of 
sermons on Hosea. At this point, we can 
summfrize the prophet~ message in two 
words: turn and earn. 
~ expression of this challenge is 

found in Hos.ea 5:15. The Lord said: 'I will 
go away and re urn to My place until they 

..YIIIIAIIIW.ll~ki:e~ their guilt and seek My face." 
I, e answer for immorality is to turn 

from our sin and to yearn once more for 
the pathway of purity which leads to power 
and peace. 

:l, :rhe answe for infidelity is to turn 
from our dual allegiance and to yearn once 
more to love God with all our heart, mind, 
soul, and strength. 

3, e answer for inciolence is to turn 
from the stubborn pursuit of our own will 
and to yearn once more for God's will to 
be done in our lives. 

<;JlB.], e oook o osea which one man 
calls "a book for backsliders" is a book for 
our day. This prophetic message needs to 
be sounded to our nation. The result of sin 
is destruction and chaos and separation 
from God. ife and peace d joy are 
found when we turn from our sin and walk 
once more with God. 
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(Fifteenth and sixteenth in a series of outlines on the of Mark) 

THE TOUCH THAT HEALS 
Mark S:24-34 

In this beautiful story, we learn 
several things about our Lord. 

We learn WHAT HE DOES WITH 
INTERRUPTIONS. Jesus had been 
confronted by Jairus with the condition of 
his daughter, and Jesus was on the way to 
take care of that problem when He was 
interrupted by this woman "who had had a 
hemorrhage for twelve years." When 
interruptions come, we often complain or 
try to avoid them. Jesus saw the 
interruption as an opportunity for ministry. 
He didn't avoid his interruption; He used it. 

We learn WHAT HE DOES WITH 
PROBLEMS NO ONE ELSE CAN SOLVE. 
Mark implies this woman had been to 
many doctors, not just one; that she had 
seen them repeatedly, not just once; that 
what money she had was wasted on these 
visits; and that her condition had not 
improved but had worsened. This was a 
problem no one else could solve. 

Physically she had an illness no one 
could cure. Religiously, she was considered 
unclean. Socially, she was an outcast. 
Financially, she was broke. Emotionally, 
she was distraught. She was a hopeless 
case to everyone but to Jesus. Jesus 
specializes in such cases. 

We learn WHAT HE DOES IN 
RESPONSE TO FAITH. He praised the 
woman's faith, and used her faith as the 
instrument of her healing. Christ still has 
the power to change lives, and faith is still 
the channel by which that transforming 
power flows into our lives. 

( REJECTION 
Mark 6:1-6 

Have you ever been rejected? By a 
friend? By an employer? By your family? 
It might strengthen you to know that even 
Jesus experienced rejection. 

Jesus returned to Nazareth, His 
home, and taught in the synagogue. 
Astonishment was the initial response to 
Jesus' teaching, but this astonishment 
quickly turned to confusion and then to 
contempt (v. 3). 

As a result of the people's rejection 
of Jesus, Mark points out two things. Jesus 
was not able to do many miracles there (v. 
5); and Jesus was astonished at their 
unbelief (v. 6). 

What can we learn from this story? 
First, this story reminds us that 

NOT EVERYONE IS GOING TO UKE US. 
That's not an easy lesson to learn, but it is 
one we need to learn. Even Jesus 
experienced rejection. 

Second, this story reminds us that 
IT IS EASIER TO CONDEMN THAN TO 
ENCOURAGE. Before we point a finger of 
accusation at Jesus' critics, we need to look 
at our own lives. What they did is nothing 
more than we often do. We criticize others 
unjustly because it is easier. 

Third, this story reminds us that 
NOTHING IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN 
FAITH. God's power is not limited; nor is 
His love. His power is unconquerable and 
His love is unquenchable. However, how 
much of that power we receive and how 
much of that love we experience is 
determined by the level of our faith. 


