
TEXT Genesis 4:9 & 

TITLE AM I MY BROTHER'S 
BEING YOUR 

SCRIPTURE READING•- ----- ----------

DELIVERIES: Date Hour Place 

F.B.C. San rx 
9/14 / 80 a.m. San Angelo. TX 

F.B.C. 9-18-85 a.m. San TX 
F .B.C. 9 / 9/90 a.m. San Angelo, TX 
f. ,, 

11 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

CLASSIFICATION: 

--EXPOSITORY 
- - BIOGRAPHICAL 
--TEXTUAL 
--TOPICAL 
- - - DEVOTIONAL 

Results and Comments: 

1 
letters, 4 

(XX.X+++) ; 



BEING -YOUR BROTHER'S KEEPER 

SCRIPTURE: Genesis 4:9 & John 1 :40-42a 

INTRO: WHICH OF THESE TWO MEN REPRESENT YOUR 
ATTITUDE TOWARD YOUR BROTHER? CAIN OR ANDREW? 
THE ONE WHO SHRUGGED HIS SHOULDERS AND FLIP
PANTLY SAID TO GOD I "AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER? II 

OR THE ONE WHO FELT AN INTENSE RESPONSIBILITY 
HIS BROTHER'S ? THE ONE WHO HIS 
BROTHER'S ACCEPTANCE BY GOD, OR THE ONE WHO 
WANTED TO SHARE HIS OWN ACCEPTANCE WITH HIS 
BROTHER WHO NEEDED GOD. THE ONE WHO WOULD TRACK 
HIS DOWN TO TAKE HIS LIFE, OR THE ONE WHO 
WOULD SEEK HIS BROTHER OUT TO HIM LIFE? 

THE CHALLENGE OF STATE MISSIONS CONFRONTS US 
WITH A CLEAR-CUT OPPORTUNITY TO PLAY ONE OR THE 
OTHER OF THESE TWO ROLES. BY OUR RESPONSE TO THE 
NEEDS OF OUR BROTHERS RIGHT HERE IN SAN ANGELO 
AND ACROSS THE STATE OF TEXAS WE DRAMATIZE THE AT
TITUDE OF EITHER A CAIN OR AN ANDREW. WE EITHER 
AFFIRM OR DENY THAT WE ARE OUR BROTHER'S KEEPER. 

BUT IF WE WOULD BE OUR BROTHER'S KEEPER THERE 
MUST BE: 

I. A REBIRTH 
--John 1 :40 

I 

--NOTE: After John the Baptist pointe d out Christ as the 
"Lamb of God" Andrew began to walk behind him. Jesus 
sensed his presence, turned and asked him, "What do 
you want ? " Andrew and hi s friend answered, "We want 
to know where you live. 11 Jesus realizing they really wanted 
more than his address gra c iously i nvited them to go home 
w ith him . John adds, "They came and saw where he 
dwelt, and abode with him that (John 1:39). 

We shall never know all that these three talked about 
that day, but must have been wonderful to be introd uced to 
the gospel by Jesus Chris t himself. From this persona l 



encounter with Chri st Andrew emerges a changed man . He 
experienced that rebirth which Christ would share with 
Nicodemus only days later. And so John Andrew 
11 followed him . " 

As a follower of Christ Andrew had a whole new per
spective on life. From this point on others came first and 
he came second. 
--ILLUS: Again and again Andrew is identified as Simon 
Peter's brother. It is clear that Andrew lived under the 
shadow Peter. People might not know who Andrew was , 
but everyone knew who. Peter was; and when men spoke of 
Andrew they de scribed him as Peter's brother. Andrew was 
not one of the inner circle of the disciples. It would have 
been so easy for Andrew to resent this. Was he not one of 
the first two disciples who ever followed Jesus? Did 
Peter not owe his meeting with Jesus to Andrew? Might 
Andrew not reasonably have expected and demanded a 
foremost place in the apostolic band? But all that 
never even occurred to Andrew. He was quite 
to stand back and to let his more famous brother have 
the limelight; he was quite content to play a humble 
part in the company of the Twelve. To Andrew, matters 
of precedence and place and honour mattered nothing at 
all. All that mattered to be with Jes us to serve 
Him as he could and to minister others in His name. 
Andrew is the patron saint of all who humbly and loya lly 
and ungrudgingly take the second place and who in honor 
prefers others. (Barclay, p. 7 3) . 
--APPLY: But we shall never consider ourselves o ur 
brother ' s keeper so long as self is on the throne. In fact, 
we shall not see others as but as "competitors " 
and "threats." Ego blinds us to our responsibility for 
others, and robs us of love for our fellow. man. The un
regenerate self will always shrug its shoulders and ask 
God, "Am I my brother's keeper? 11 

A rebirth is absolutely necessary if we would become 
our brother's keeper. For t hrough this rebirth " all things 
become new" and every man becomes our brother. 
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II. A RECOGNITION 
- - Tohn 1: 41 11 He first (the first thing in the morning} 
findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We 
have found the Messiah. 11 

--NOTE: If we would be our brother's keeper there are 
s ome important facts that we must recognize. 
1. Of An Indebtedness That Overwhelms Us 
--vs. 41 11 He FIRST findeth 11 

--NOTE: The urgency and immediacy with which Andrew 
takes the news of his discovery to hi s brother was born 
of an indebtedness that overwhelmed him. It was an 
indebtedness to Christ for what He had done for him. 
If Christ were willing to forgive and recreate him, could 

any less than share this good news with his brother? 
of our State Missions feel this same sense 

V 

of indeb 
US: Ester Urbina, who studies at Houston aptist 

University: 11 I was raised in a Christian home. At the 
age of 12, I accepted the Lord Iesus as my Savior. I 
have a great desire to continue my education to share 
with others who are not as fortunate. I want to expres s 
my deepest appreciation for my American scholar
ship, which has been a tremendous blessing p. 
17). 

--SONG: i O to grace how great a debtor, 
· Daily I'm constrained to be ! 

Let thy grace, Lord, like a fetter, 
Bind my wandering heart to thee. 11 

2. Of Needs That Surround Us. 
--NOTE: No sooner had Andrew come to know Christ 
than he became keenly aware of the needs that sur
rounded him. And among these needs was a brother who 
did not know the Saviour had come. 
--APPLY: We can choose to live in a world all of our 
own, comfortably insulated from the rest of society. 
Like a w e ll insulated room the and cries from 
without do not penetrate. We t urbed by the 
needs that surround us. 
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Or we can, as Jesus asks us to, "Lift up our eyes 
and look on the fields that are white already unto har
vest. 11 Like him, we too shall be "moved with com
passion," seeing men as they are, "fainting, and 
scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. 11 

Tbe oeed of to be in church together. 

( ocial scientists at Catholic Uni ersity, Wash-
ington, D. , tenth-grade from 3 5 suburban 
Roman Catholi Southern Bap and United Methodist 
Churches founa churc attendance and participation 
strongly to t nfluences of parents and friends. 

Dean Ho e and Gre o Petrillo concluded: "Parents' 
church attend nee is a very trong predictor of the 
youth' wn church attendance, bably because the 

the outh to churc A mother's church 
attendance is a stronger influence than a father's church 
attendance. 11 

But when it comes to taking part in the youth pro
grams of the churches, the attitudes and actions of 
friends their own age II are stronger determinants of 
participation than are family factors. 11 

The researchers said, "The main cause of disliking 
church youth programs are experiences of being snubbed, 
or rejected by other youth parti ipating, and other un
pleasant experiences in rel igious training. 

Other findings among these youths included: (1) 

I Baptist youths retained the highest degree of church 
interest and participation. (Youth Le ter, p. 61) . 
- - ILLUS: The need to take the Gos el to where eo le 

communities. 
He began about the Desert Oasis Mobile Home 

d area ea of El ·for which he had a 
great burden, wanting t egin a mission. The was 
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small and there was no church building. But his church 
a bus and he knew a preacher and there wa s the 

poss· ility of a Chapel on Wheels outreach so the 
work begun. 

Ianuary 15 , 19 78 , there School and 
worship. girl trusted Christ. There 

Tanuary 22 and more stayed to ta lk 
about accepting Je s. 

On January 29 . the met in a mobile office 
building a church had been leasing and decided 
to provide for the mission. were 5 for ba ptism 
that Sunday, a boy who said, just could 
not stand for Jesus before, but today I did it. 11 The 
mission pastor, Jim Maddox, was overjoyed. 

a burden, a bus and a vi s ion led to a 
new mission and to glorious results already, and that 
is just the beginnin ! (WMU, p. 

Your State Mission provides ople and 
e uipment to reach out to families that are in nee and 

areas where ocal ister. 
ibi it That Obli ates Us 

Andrew recognized that he had no option. To 
receive the gospel was to become responsible for 
sharing the was a responsibility that ob-
ligated him so: 

--John 1 :41 11 He first findeth his brother. .. 11 

--NOTE: Andrew is the man who always introducing 
others to Jesus. There are only three times in the gos
pel story when Andrew is brought into the centre of the 
stage. There is this incident here, in which Andrew 
brings Peter to Jesus. There is the incident in John 
6:8,9 when Andrew brought to Jesus the boy with the 
five loaves and two small fishes. And there is t he 
incident in John 12 when Andrew brought the enquir
ing Greeks into the presence of Jesus. (Barclay, p. 73). 
Andrew recognized a responsibility that obligated him 
to bring others to Christ. And he started where he was. 
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He was the first "State M lss ionary ." 
--APPLY: "Am I my brother's asks Cain . 
The question is fresh today. Are we responsible for t he 
welfare of others : o f the underprivileged, the Gospel
less tribes, t he weaker brother. or sister in our com

it .matter if by sharp business methods 
we outwit a less clever person in a 
Have we any responsibility for a society that encourages 
mora l evils? Can we help it if s o meone knows we 
drink alcohol in moderation and because of our ex ample 
they go and drink immoderately? 

ThE:_ Bible Yes, we 01:1f brother' s keeper. 
It teaches us God requires us · h 
whole being and our neighbors ·as ourselves (Matt. 5:43, 
44) . . And make crystal-clear what t his means the 
Bible further says, . "Love no ill to his neighbour: 
therefore 1-ove (Rom. 13: 10) . 
Anyt h ing in our lives that hurts or causes another t o 
stumble is a sin for which God will hold us responsible. 
Anything in us, whether sin or silence, that keeps t he 
good of the Gospel from someone else, is an offense 
against love. Am I my brother's keeper? Yes! 
(Sunday School Times, p. 506). Do we not have a 
responsibility to share with others what we had found in 
Christ? It is a respaosibi)i ty thatobligates us . 

III. A RESPONSE 
_--John l:41-42a "He findeth and he brought" 
--NOTE: Obviously it enough to experience a 

It is an 
or needs or a responsibility. We must do more if we 
would be our brother's keeper. 

There must be that kind of response that says by itse lf 
"I am my brother ' s k e eper." "And because I am my 
brother's keeper this is the kind of response that is 
mine. 11 

1. Qf Genuine Love 
--Hebrews 6:10 assures us that God will not forget our 
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work "a nd la bor of love . " 
--Jesus reminds us that bei.n our brother's keeper is 
inde ed a response of ge nuine love . "Greater love 
hath no man than this, t hat a man l ay down his for 
h is frie nds. Ye are my friends, if ye DO whatsoever 
I command you'' (John 15:1 3-14) . 

reveals his motivation for ministeri.ng to others 
whe n he s a ys , · "The love of Christ constra inet h us" 
(I Cor . 5: 14a). 
--APPLY: Perha ps never has there been a greater 
response of genuine ove by Texas Baptists than o ur 
r iver mini stry. 

US: .. Rio Grande flows ... the 
needs .. . the problems . .. the v ictories for the Lord .. . 
are found every step of every mile. God 
sufficiently in strength and grace to the l , 000 Texas 
Baptist c hurches and J 00. 000 e who have worked 
in the River Ministry in . Mo re 
than 400 churches from Texas and other states 
are accepting the great challe nge of t his ins pirationa l 
miss ion 

The family of River Ministry workers since 1967 has 
included about ten families who have worked a s re s ident, 
full - time volunteer along he bord er with support from 
home church 

Texas Baptists who are Mexican American contribute 
v a lua ble understanding and sens it ivity culture 
a t he lead mini stri e s alon the mi ht r iver. MembEll§..__ 
of the River M ini s try Family g row personally with 
spiritual strength as Mexican American and Anglo 
Ameri can Chri stians serve togethe r in lov e to re a ch 
child ren t hrough Va c at ion Bible Schools . .. 
health villages through medical-dental clinics . . . 
working hard to construct church buildings . .. and 
teaching reading and writing. 

We 11se the frequently in the River 
Ministry and other area s of church a ct ivity. Working 
in the River Ministry may mean vitl_ages on 
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rough unpaved roads, walking through villages to meet 
people for home Bible s t udies , and long hours spent by 
Christian physicians and dentists in he aling physi cal pain. 
It is indeed a labor of love. 

University and High School students have responded 
with love in this ministry as well. And through their love 
more than 11,000 teenagers have accepted Christ in River 
Ministry outreaches such as Vacation Bible Schools . .. 
crusades and conference s. (WWW, p . 21). 
2. Of Valid Faith 
--James "Dear Brothers, what's the use of sayi ng 
that you have faith and are Christians if you aren ' t proving 
it by helping others? Will that kind of faith save anyone? 11 

11 If you have a friend who i s in need of food and clothing, 11 

11 and you say to h im, 'We ll, good-bye and God bless you; 
stay warm and eat he arty , 1 and then don't give him clothes 
or food, what good does that do?' So you see, it isn't 
enough to have fa it h . You must also do good to 
prove that you have it. Faith that doesn't show itse lf 

. by good work s i s no fa it h at is dead and 11 

11 Am I My Brother's Keeper? 11 This question is 
not unlike another, asked of our Lord: is my 
neighbour? 11 God holds us responsible to represent Him, 
His love, His compassion, His providence. Ho 

In affluent society, with the state 
assuming so much responsibility, there seem to fewer 
immediately near to us who a re in physical But all 
around us there are deeper needs, more difficult to meet. 
Broken homes' insecure people I the lone ly I the frustrated ' 
and the de spairing, those who have fallen into sin and 
its conseq uence s. 

Those in spiritual need around us are neighbors ; we 
have a spiritual responsibility to discharge to them for 
Christ's sake . As God looks at us in our neighborhood, 
surrounded by friend s and acquaintances, must He say, 
"Where is Abel thy brother?" Do I by my attitude of in
d iffe rence and irresponsibility say in rea lity, I my 
brother ' s keeper? 11 (Sunday S9hool Times, p. 506) . 
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--APPLY: Mr. Williamson s erves as c hairman of the 
ship committee American young people. 

He estimates that 2 5 scholarships will be in use in the 
fall 1978. 

.Youth Summer Miss ions will receive 000 from the 
Mary Hill Davis Offering. This money will be used to in
volve a number of trained and dedicated young people in 
various ministries 

A young man by the of Fred worked as 
Youth Director at Primera BaptistChurch in Fort Worth. He 
planned youth fellowships and was involved with Vacation 
Bible School 110 in attendance. Fred was helped: 
the youth f this church found help from him too. His 

the response of people like you who made his ministry 
ssible was a of valid faith. (WWW, p. 17). 

3. Of Sacrificial Giving 
--NOTE: When the Good Samaritan responded to his 
Jewish brother's need he did so through sacrificial giving. 
The Priest and the Levite would not so much as give their 
beaten fellow Jew their time. 

But the Samaritan , being his brother ' s keeper, gave 
him not only his time but also his means. Oil and wine 
were expensive in those days . Yet this good man 
generously poured, oil and wine on the victims cuts and 
bruises. 

As though that were not enough he places him on his 
donkey, walks himself, and carries his new found brother 
to an inn. There he responded aga in with sacrificial 
giving as he paid the innkeeper $40 and promised to 
stand good for any other expenses incurred in the care 
and recovery of his brother. 

If Jesus is saying anything he is saying that if we 
would be our brother's keeper our"s must be a response of 
sacrificial giving. 
--APPLY: Texas Baptists goal for state mis s ions ca lls 
for sacrificial giving. is not easily given. 

Our church goal will challenge each of us to 
the level of Scholarships for deserving 
but needy young depend on it. Our Valley Baptist 
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Academy, Baptist Bible Institute, Youth Summer 
Missions, River and work in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin depend on it. 

Our Lord challenges us in these words, "Freely ye 
have received, freely give" (Matt 10:8b). 

CON:" I had Walked Way With An Easy Tread , 
Had followed where comforts and pleasures led 

Until one day, in a quiet place 
I met the Master face to face. 

With station and rank and wealth for my goal 
Much thought for my body but none for my soul 

I had entered to win in life's mad race 
When I met the Master face to face. 

I met him, and saw him and blushed to see 
That his eyes full of sorrow were fixed on me 

I faltered and fell at his feet that day 
And my castles all melted and vanished away. 

Melted and vanished and in their place 
Naught else could I see but the Master's face. 

And I cried aloud, 'O make me me.at 
To follow in the steps of thy wounded feet. ' 

My thoughts are now for the souls of me n 
I've lost my life to find it again. 

Ere since that day in a quiet place 
I met the Master face to face." 

And when we meet the ma ster face to face we shall not 
ask God, "Am I my brother's keeper?" But like Andrew 
we shall l e ave the presence of our Lord and first find our 
brother and bring him to Jesus. 
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UR BROTHER' KEEPER 
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SCRIPTURE: Genesis 4:9 & John 1:40-42a 

INTRO: WHICH OF THESE TWO MEN REPRESENT YOUR 
ATTITUDE TOWARD YOUR BROTHER? CAIN OR ANDREW? 
THE ONE WHO SHRUGGED HIS SHOULDERS AND FLIP
PANTLY SAID TO GOD, "AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER? 11 

OR THE ONE WHO FELT AN INTENSE RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
BEING HIS BROTHER'S KEEPER? THE ONE WHO RESENTED 
HIS BROTHER'S ACCEPTANCE BY GOD, OR THE ONE WHO 
WANTED TO SHARE HIS OWN ACCEPTANCE WITH HIS 
BROTHER WHO NEEDED GOD. THE ONE WHO WOULD 
TRACK HIS BROTHER DOWN TO TAKE HIS LIFE, OR THE ONE 
WHO WOULD SEEK HIS BROTHER OUT TO HIM LIFE? 

THE CHALLENGE OF STATE MISSIONS CONFRONTS US 
A CLEAR-CUT OPPORTUNITY TO PLAY ONE OR THE 

OTHER OF THESE TWO ROLES. BY OUR RESPONSE TO THE 
NEEDS OF OUR BROTHERS RIGHT HERE IN SAN ANGELO 
AND ACROSS THE OF TEXAS WE DRAMATIZE THE AT
TITUDE OF EITHER A CAIN OR AN ANDREW. WE EITHER 
AFFIRM OR DENY THAT WE ARE OUR BROTHER'S KEEPER.7 

BUT IF WE WOULD OUR BROTHER'S KEEPER 
MUST BE: 

I. A REBIRTH 
--John 1:40 

I 

--NOTE: After John the pointed out Christ as the 
Lamb of God" to walk behind him. Jesus 
sensed his presAnce, turned and asked him, "What do 
you want?' and his friend want 
to know where you live." Jesus realizing they really 
wanted more than his address graciously invited 
to go home with him. John adds, "They came and saw 
where he dwelt, and abode with him that day"(John 1 :39). 

We shall never know all that these three about 
that day, but it must have been wonderful to be introduced 
to the gospel by Jesus Christ himself. From this personal 



encounter with Christ Andrew emerges a c hanged man. 
He experienced that rebirth which Christ would share 
Ni codemus only days later. And so John says Andrew 
"fol lowed him". 

As a follower of Christ, Andrew had a whole new 
perspective on life. From this point on others came 
first and he came second . 

--ILLUS: Again and again Andrew i s identified as Simon 
Peter's brother.'' It is clear that Andrew lived under the 
shadow of Peter. People might not know who Andrew 
was, but everyone knew who Peter was; and when men 
spoke of Andrew they him a / Pe ter's brother. 11 

Andrew was not one of the inner of the disciples. 
It would have been so easy for Andrew to resent this. 
Was he not one of the first two disc iples who ever 
followed Je sus? 
Jesus to Might Andrew not reasonably 
expected and demanded a foremost place in the apostolic 
band? But all that never even occurred to Andrew. He 
was quite content to stand back and to let hi.s more 
famous brother have the limelight; he was qu ite content 
to play a h umble part in the company o f the Twelve . 
To Andrew matters of recedence and lace and honour 
mattered nothing at all. All that mattered was to be with 
Jesus and to serve Him as he could and to mini ster to 
others in His name . Andrew is the pat ron saint of all 
who humbly and loyally and ungrudg ingly take the 
second place and who in honor prefers others (Ba rclay, 
p. 73). 

--APPLY: But we shall never r our 
brother's keeper so long as self i s on the throne . In 

, we shall not see others as "brothers" but as 
"competitors" and "threats." E o blinds us to our 
re sponsibility for others, and robs us of for our 
fellow man. T n r self wi ll always shrug 
its shoulders and ask God, "Am I my brother's keeper?' 

rebirth is absolute l necessary if we would be
come our brother's keeper. For through this rebirth 
"all things become new" and our 
brother. 
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II. A RECOGNITION 
--John 1:41 "He first (the first thing in the 

his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, have 
found the Messiah.'" 

--NOTE : If we would be our keeper there are some 
important facts that we must recognize. 
1. Of An Indebt d That Overwhelms Us 
--vs. 41 "He FIRST findeth" 
- -NOTE: The urgency and immediacy with which Andrew 

takes the news of his discovery to his brother was born 
of an indebtedness that overwhelmed him. It was an 
indebtedness to Christ for what He had done for him. 
If Christ were willing to forgive and recreate him, could 
he do any less than s hare thi s good news his 
brother ? 

n 1978 Ga 1 Wardon acce ted t heir 
positions as Mission Service Corps volunteers. Gary 
had been in the River Ministry in a limited 
capacity flying · e tor of River Ministry 
in Texas, and various others to the River. Each t ime 
he made the trip he became more and more convinced 
that he needed to mmLe to Van God began to 
really deal with him concerning full time mi ssion in
volvement. After much personal introspection and 
struggle Gary accepted his call. 

At this time Cheryl had never been to the River. 
When Gary shared his fellings, Cheryl admits hesitancy. 
Volunteering also meant Cheryl would have 

she really liked. They had also recently 
purchased thie ir haroe Volunteering also meant 
would assu e onsihi ]it for their family's 
finances, so Gary would be free to do was 
need ed on the River . 

Both Cheryl a nd G ary are quick to point out that 
any so-called material sacrifices they made have 
been replaced. Replacement often comes in that 
great feeling of peace; knowing t hat they in t he 
c enter of God's will for their lives. 
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Gar em r c o , water and 
i ci drops. He .artd groups to 

locations of service. But, he is also involved in 
Q.JJ...b.uil.d.g s and 

even helps the 

Besides working full time, Cheryl 
is mother, wife, and assists in the River 
In Marfa she takes care of the medicines, kits and 
other medical supplies. She also helps with 

and paperwork the mission and 
Gary's aviation ministry. 

Both the Wardens are ra in for the time 
Cheryl will be o,f They 
want her to be able to spend more time with her 
and doing mi_ssions service(Fenton, p. 

2. That Surround Us. 
- -NOTE : No sooner had Andrew come to know Christ 

than he became keenly aware of the needs that sur
rounded him . And among these needs was a brother 
who did not know the Saviour had come. -... - -- - -- - - . 

- -APPLY: We can choose to live in a world of our 
own, comfortably insulated from the rest of society. 
Like a well insulated room the sounds and cries from 
without do not penetrate. We remain blissfully un
disturbed by the needs that surround us. 

Or we can, as Jesus asks us to, "Lift up our eyes 
and fields that are wh_ite already unto 
harvest . 11 Like him , we too s ha 11 be "moved with 

se eing men as they are, "fainting, and 
scattered abroad, as sheep no shepherd. 11 
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churches, twice as many conversions, twice 

church members, and an increase in the n· 
church buildings so thatthere will be 
gregations to meet. In to reach 

Texas· Baptist' to assist them, so 
ists have been sharing Christ 

as a part of evangelism tear 
.il. 
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to further 
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funds provided 
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lay missionaries. 
gual WIN tracts, 
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material are billin-

evangelistic tracts fro. 
Rio de Janeiro. 

Testaments, and 
Publishing in 

--NOTE: ndrew is the an who was always introducing 
t Jesus. Thi::r.e are only thre.e times in the gospel 

story when Andrew is brought into the center of the 
incident here, · n which Andrew 

brings Peter to Jesus. There the incident in Jo hn 6: 
8 , 9 when-Andrew brought to Jesus the boy with the 
five loaves and two small fishes And there the inci
dent in John 12:22 when Andrew brought the enquiring 
Greeks into the presence of Jesus (Barclay, p . 73). 
Andrew recognized a responsibilitythat obligated him to 
bring others to Christ . An 
was t he " 

Teza 
tion for the 
briefed about spirit 
and f inancial mat 

--APPLY: "Am I my brother's keeper?' asks Ca in . The 
question is fresh today. Are we responsible for the 
welfare of others: of t he underpr:iv1leged, the Gos 

i_ r doubt is a 
ao than a series 

Volunteers were wordsstrungtogether; 
travel arrang 

emen s, numbers, exas 1s · 
this 

,out this info. 
is 

Imagine trying me growth secoml onlv the (" drink 
! a 1 million o e 
bled furlough- go unchurched. 

to serve In years increase 
, ship increase 
osing ground 

.,e 80's, popula
an Texas Baptists. 

• one person to Christ in 

ing missiop 
a s 

outstripped the · 
and It percentage 

w l invaluable, 

Missions $200,000' 
with and as requested by the Foreign 

' Board, help coordinate and promote the involvement 
volunteers from Texas on foreign mission fields for wit-

I 

44 
Bi 
(R 

he 
st 
or 

gaining iL at 
tion is 
It now takes 25 
our state. 

And so? 

our 
It of 

aptists., to us in 
in our churches? 

not numbers; 

off ovi;;r 

1 our 
5:43, 

e 
rhbour!' 

me
ther's 
we 3. Of Responsibility That Obligates Us 

--NOTE: Andrew recognized that he had no option. 
recei ve the gospel to become responsible for shar
ing the gospel. His was a that obligated 
him so: 

--John 1:41 " He first findeth his brothe r. .. " 
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ADDRESSED BY OUR STATE MISSIONS OFFER : 

Long recognized as one of the world's greatest 
missions-sending bases, Texas has become a 
major mission field. 

The number or unchurched people in Texas is 
larger than the total 42 states 
and 94 countries! 

Texas has passed New York and is now second 
only to California with a population of 18 
million which is expected to soar beyond 20 
million by the year 2000! 

The alarming thing is that the is 
increasing faster than we are starting new 
churches. More than half the citizens of our 
state are not reached by any church! 

Last year we started 156 churches (3 a week ) 
but just to stay up with the population 
increase we start 

6 a week. 1 
/Ad. 

At the same time, Hispanic church growth is 
one of the bright spots. The Mexican Baptist 
Convention of Texas had adopted a goal of 
beginning at least 600 new churches and 
baptizing at least 40,000 new converts by 
2000. 

The number of incarcerated people has grown 
, 0 0 160,00 21 The BGCT 

has trained than 500 volunteer chaplains. 
More than inmates have completed 
MasterLife, Experiencing God, Making Peace 
with Your Past etc. 

Exodus Minis-try 2 0 unit complex where ex
convicts & their families are provided a home 
and learn how to function in the "free world." 
Of the 1 73 families who have been through 

xodus in the past 7 9 
have returned to prison! 

I 
1&,-6: 



III. A RESPONSE 
--John l:41-42a "He findeth,•and he brought" 
--NOTE: Obviously it is not enough to experience a rebirth , 

It is not enough to recognize an indebtedness, or needs 
or a responsibility. We must do more we 
brother's keeper. 

There must be that kind of response that says by itself , 
"I am my brother's keeper. 11 "And because I am my brother's 
keeper this is the kind of response r 
1. Genuine Love 
--Hebrews 6:10 assures us that God wiil not forget o ur 

work "and la Love . 

-- - -

tes-. If the present cinues, Texas 
will be non-Chrisf forseeable future. ; 

what : believe, today's Bap- • Since a nation 
tists hold in their moral, political future · 
of their grandchildren 

Ju_ 
.cations to come. 

A Mission Fielr' 
black 

' are the familiar 
they are precious 

-::i. song many lly 
"Red, 

in His 
Baptist in childhood. Texas chm 

to test the validity of their 
have an° 

that 

1n 

-7-



University and High School students ha ve re s ponded 
with love in ministry as wel_l. And through 
love more t han 11, 000 t e enagers have accepted Christ 
in River Ministry outreaches such as Vacation Blble 
School s .. . crusades and conferences. (WWW, p. 21). 

2. Of Valid Faith 
--lames 2: 14-17 Brothers, use of saying 

that you have faith and are Christians if you aren't prov
ing it by helping others? Will that kind of faith save 
anyone?" you have a friend who is in need of 
and clothing , JI JI a nd you say to him, good- bye 
and God bless you; stay warm and eat then 
don't give him clothes or food, what good does that d o ?' 
So yo u see , it i sn 't enough µst to have faith. You 
must a lso do good to you have it. Faith 
that 't show itself by works is no faith at 
all--it is dead and useless.JI 

- -ILLUS 

. 

v ten Texans now ive in a metropolitan 
area. Countless thousands have fled unprofitable farms and 
rural lifestyles .. Left behind are the restraints of small-town 
standards where conformity rather than conviction often 
played a role in lifestyle decisions. In this new setting, 

moral conduct which was previously unaccept-
able becomes attractive as ''old fashioned' ' patterns are cast 
aside. to Christ's love in an environment where 
every individual is his own moral authority requires creative 
but authentic incarnation of all that Jesus taught. 

of Texas' m ot_ 
·. growth: Houston-Galveston, Dallas-Fort Worth, and 

Austin-San Antonio. Much of the new growth occuring in 
Texas is concentrated in these areas as new communities 
developed almost every month. these new 1 

,have new new schools, new shopping ceutecs 
new population, too often they do not have new churches. 



, . 
.;,,. 

3 . Of Sacrificial Giving 
- NOTE Mal the to i s Jewis h 

brother's need he d id so through sacrificia l giving. The 
and the Levite would not so much as give t heir 

beaten fellow Jew their t ime . 
s keeper, gave 

h im not only h i s but also hi s means. and wine 
expensive in t hose days . Yet this good man 

generously poured , oil and wine on the Victims cuts 
and brui ses. 

e 

As though that were not enough he places him on h i s 
donkey, walks himself, and carries his new found brothe r 
to an inn. There he responded a gain with s a crific ial 
giving as he paid the innkeeper $40 and promised to 
stand good for any other expenses incurred in the care 
a nd recovery of h i s brot her. 

we 
u d be our brother's kee er, our' s must be a response 

of s a crificial giving. 
- -APPLY: Texas state missions calls for 

sacrificial giving. not easily g iven. 
Our church goal of 

will challen e of us to the level of sacrificial 
ng 

/ 

- --



coN: Churches · 
''Any fool can count the seeds in an apple, but only God 

can count the Apples in a seed. '' These words of an 
unknown sage are apt for . As Texas Baptists 
join heart, hand and labor to plant \ new churches by 
· only eternity will tell the fruit that is in each 

church . . 

. , 

SOURCES: 

Abercrombie, Judy, American and National Baptist 
" 

Judy Hix, Mission Thrust and Texas 
Baptists 11 • 
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Barclay, William, The Gospel of John, Vol. I, The West
minster Press, Philadelphia, 1956. 

Fenton, Margie Powell, 'Volunteers. 11 

The Sunday School Times, Volume 105, No. 28, July 13, 1963. 

Worship ... Work ... Baptist Women Week of Prayer 
For State M lssions, September 10-17, 19 78 

Youth Letter, August, 1978. 
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USED: 

AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER? 

9/14/80 am, FBC, San Angelo, 

AM, FBC San 



First Baptist Church - San Angelo, Texas 
Jerold McBride, Pastor 

BEING YOUR BROTHER'S KEEPER 
Genesis 4:9 & John 1:40-42a 

Pew Bible pages 3 & 919 

To be our brother's keeper there must be: 

A Rebirth (John 1:40) 

From this personal encounter with Christ, Andrew 
emerges a man. 
We shall never consider ourselves our brother's keeper 
so long as se is on the throne. 
Through this rebirth "all things become new" and every 
person becomes our 

A Recognition (John 1:41) 

2. Of that Surround Us 

The number of unchurched people in Texas is larger 
than the total population of states and 

countries! 
Texas has passed New York and is now second only 
to with a population 8,c..._ 
million which is expected to soar beyond 
million by 2000. 
Our population is increasing faster than we are 
starting . 
Just to stay up with our population increase we need 
to start over 3 0 churches each year. 
The number of incarcerated people in Texas has 
grown from 60,000 to in 21 months! 



The BGCT has trained more than 00 
volunteer chaplains. 

DO O inmates have completed Master Life 
etc. 
Of the 173 families who have been through 
Exodus Ministry, in the past 7 years only _ 
are known to have returned to prison! 

3. Of A / that Obligates Us 

III. A Response (John 1:41-42a) 
·1 

1. Of Genuine 

2 . OfValid 

3. Of Sacrificial 

Texas Baptists State Missions goal is 5. l 
First Baptist San Angelo's goal is -if 

I,, 
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