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JOSEPH--THE DREAMER 

SCRIPTURE: Gene sis 37 :3-5 ; 19 

INTRO: THE WHOLE WORLD LOVES A DREAMER. THAT IS 
ONE REASON FOR THE POPULARITY OF JOSEPH, AND WHY 
IN THE VOTE OF CHRISTENDOM HE TAKES SEVENTH PLACE 
AMONG THE GREAT MEN OF THE BIBLE. THE WORLD'S 
GREATEST STORY CENTERS ABOUT THE WORLD'S GREAT
EST DREAMER . FOREVER THIS WILL BE THE STORY FOR 
YOUNG MEN AND YOUNG WOMEN, FOR IT HAS IN IT ALL 
THE ELEMENTS OF LIFE'S GREAT STORY--AMBITION, 
DREAMS, HOPE, LOVE, SORROW, ENVY, HATE, TEMPTA
TI ON, LUST, VENGEANCE, SUFFERING, SIN, 
AND CONQUEST. THE WORLD LOVES JOSEPH, TOO, BE
CAUSE HE WAS A GREAT SUFFERER. JOSEPH WAS THE 
GREAT DREAMER: BUT BECAUSE OF HIS DREAMS HE WAS 
ALSO THE GREAT SUFFERER. 

I. DREAMS THREATEN SOME PEOPLE 
--NOTE: There are some people who fee l t hreat

e ned by dreams. Dreams have a way of suggest
i ng c hange. Dreams impart the vision of 
bigger and better things . s tre tch 
the i magi nation and challe nge the be st f or 
all of us. therefore dreams threaten t he 
s e curity o f the s tatus quo. Dreams disturb 
the l e thargic and the easily content . 

Because of this dreams can get us i nto 
troub le . They c e rtainly did J o sep h ! 

-Genes i s 37:5-8 and 9-11 . .. 19 
--NOTE: Yes, be hold the d reamer ; for when you 

look at him you behold one of the secrets o f 
achievement . Joseph has e x traordinary 
dre ams . In one dream he s aw the sheaves o f 
his b rot hers bowing d own t o his sheaf when 
the y we r e bind i ng she ave s in the f i eld. And 
in anothe r dre am he saw the sun and the moon 
and the e l e ven stars , the numbe r o f his 
br ethr en, doing ob e isance h i m. 
brothers hated him for his d re ams, and f or 
his words of naive assurance a s to his future; 
and e ven dot i ng a cob pre t e nde d to rebuke 
him for his d reams; but s e cre tly, I am sure , 



he was as proud of the dreams of Joseph as 
he was fond of him. 

Joseph's dreams were not crude, arrogant 
and selfish dreams. They had to do with the 
beauty and greatness of life. To dream true, 
to hitch one's wagon to a star, is the first 
equipment for the battle of life. 

--ILLUS: General Grant as a cadet at West Point 
hated the army, and when a bill was pending 
in Congress for the dissolution of the Acad
emy, the young cadet eagerly read the news
papers hopi ng that he would find that the 
Academy had been abolished. But one day he 
saw Winfield Scott, the Lieutenant General 
of the Army, and the hero of two wars, ride 
by . in a at West Point, and when he 
saw that, he himself, "How wonder
ful it would be if I one day were in Scott's 
place." Thus even the homesick cadet, weary 
with his military drill and duties, had his 
dream of future distinction. 

--NOTE: But Joseph's dreams threatened his 
brothers. 

Dre ams invite the attack of the world. 
When they saw him afar off that morning, the 
brothers of Joseph s a id, "Behold, this dream
er cometh! Come, let us kill him, and we 
s hal l see what will become of his dreams." 
The wor d , if it can, will strip a man of his 
dreams. It will attack him with sorrow and 
suffering and temptation, and loneliness, and 
hatred, and envy, and disappointment, and 
then wait to see what will come of his dreams. 
In many cases, alas, nothing comes of the 
dreamer's dream, under the stress of 
the world's attack and temptation the dream 
is abandoned, forsaken, betrayed, and sold 
for a mess of pottage. Is not that the 
sorrow and tragedy of many a life? Let many 
a man today face himself as he was in college, 
ten, twenty, fifty years ago, and then 
me what has become of his dreams. 

The s eeks not only to make a man 
forget or f o rsake his dreams, or unwilling to 
make the sacrifice required for thei r fulfill-
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ment, but to make him unworthy of his dreams. 
That is the saddest disaster of all, when a 
man has not only forgotten and forsaken his 
dreams, but is unworthy of the dream 
once illuminated his face and lighted his 
pathway in life. 

But Joseph was faithful to his dreams. 
The world put him to a fiery trial and test. 
There was first the trial of envy and of 
hate. They intended first to kill him; but 
through Reuben's intervention he was cast 
into a pit, and it was the plan of Reuben t o 
rescue him when he had opportunity. But 
Judah, not only ready for murder, but like 
Judas, eager to profit by it, sugge sted 
during the absence of Reuben, when a caravan 
of Ishmaelites came in sight on their way 
down into Egypt, that they sell their brother 
to the Ishmaelites. 

The bargain was struck and Joseph was 
sold for twenty pieces of silver, ten less 
than Jesus brought on the market of hate and 
envy. There is Joseph, bound to the back of 
one of the camels of the Ishmaelites, as 
the caravan slowly winds its way southward. 
The caravan route passed not far from Hebron; 
and perhaps Joseph with aching heart saw far 
in the distance the black tents of Jacob and 
wondered if he would ever see them again. 
Yet Joseph is still the dreamer. 

--NOTE : After seeing the caravan disappear in 
the distance, Joseph's brothers, took his 
robe, killed a goat, and dipped the robe in 
the blood, Then they brought it to their 
father, who, recognizing the robe, said, 
"It is my robe; a wild beast has devour 
ed him; Joseph is without doubt torn t o 
pieces" (Gen. 37:33). The indifferent broth
ers remained silent when their grie f-stricken 
father refused to be comforted. 

--APPLY: Like many who think they have destroy
ed a dream, they had actually furthered 
fulfillment by their act. 

Never allow yourself to be threatened 
by those who are threatened by your dreams! 
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--ILLUS: clean young person with 
d reams of entering marriage clean... is a 
threat to the moral weakling ... 

II . DREAMS INSPIRE US TO BE OUR BEST 
--Genesis 39:1-4 and 7-9 
--NOTE: Joseph has survived the attack of ad-

versity. Sold by his brothers to the Ishmael
ites, and sold by the Ishmaelites to Potiphar 
as a he is still faithful to his dreams . 
Now comes the fiery trial of temptation--woman. 
Woman has crowned many a dreamer, but many a 
dreamer, too, she has uncrowned. >The test of 
temptation waits on the pathway of life 
for every dreamer. Others can warn you and 
pray for you and hope for you, but you alone 
are the battler, you alone can a c t in the 
pre sence of the tempter. 

Who shall command the battle? You! The 
best your friends can do is to impress upon 
t he mind youth the that this enemy 
must be faced, that this battle must be fought, 
and all that is to come afterwards--influence, 
inward peace and respect, joy, and hope--de- ('. 
pends upon the issue of this battle. There 
is no- greater tragedy in life than the tragedy 
of who have yielded to just one temp
tation, but thereby disqualified themselves 
to fulfill the dream of life. 

But Joseph stood the test; and the longer 
the stretch of the ages between Joseph and 
today, the more I wonder at Joseph's stand 
and the victory which he won. It was a vic
tory won in the face of great odds. Joseph 
was not a veled Egyptian mummy, but a full
blooded Hebrew youth. There was the element 
of too, to which the young heart 
responds easily; flattery that a great lady 
of the Egyptians h ad conceived an affe ction 
for him. There was the likelihood, too, of 

with such a powerful friend at 
court as Potiphar's wife. There was the 
consideration, too, that if he did not yield 
he would be, as he soon was, the victim of 

for "Hell hath no fury a woman 
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scorned." was gnly a and 
slaves were not supposed to have morals. He 
was far from home, too, and the God of Jacob 
had not saved him from slavery in Egypt. Why, 
then, should he be true to him? Yet, Joseph 
stood firm. 

And how did he win his victory? What 
sword was it that Joseph wielded in this 
dread hour? His sword is preserved for us 
in the museum of the Book of Genesis. You 
can still read the inscription cut upon 
the sword that Joseph wielded; and th<is is 
the inscription, "How shall I do this great 
evil and sin against God?" that sword 
Joseph won his immortsil He pro
nounced that most difficult word to pro
nounce in all languages--Egyptian, 
Greek, Fre nch, German, English, Choctaw-
and that word is "No!" When the angels 
the serephim and the cherubim, heard that 
"No" of Joseph's echo in heaven, they took 
up harps and smote them into grand 
music, for there is joy among the angels 
of heaven over one soul who says "No" to 
the tempter. 

--APPLY: Our dre ams are the qolden ladder by 
which we climb to heavenly places. They 
are the n of vision whence we 
see afar off the country towards which we 
travel. They are the lantern by whose light 
we pass safely through dark valleys. They 
are the inne r gives us strength 
and energy for the struggle. They are the 

sword by which we cleave the steam
ing head of the dragon of temptation, a nd 
leave him dying at our feet. 

\J. - , ILLUS: "Behold, this dreamer cometh." One 
of the most famous American politians of the 
last century a few days b efor e his death 
said to a friend, that when he was dead the 
newspapers would say that a political boss 
was dead; but had he lived his life differ 
ently they would have spoken of his death as 
the death of a states~an. "Take warning by 
me, young man," he to the young senator 
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.whom was Then, taking up a 
b ook, he wro t e on the fly l eaf the enigmatic 

1 words, "Dream t r ue, " a nd gave them t o h is 
as a parting g i ft. 

--BUT some don't want you to be your best--they 
are threatened by this: 

--Genesis 39:10-20 
--NOTE: Joseph's victory put him where many a 

victory over temptation for the sake o f prin
ciple has put a man--in prison. woman's 
vengeance and a false and wicked accusatio n 
landed him in t he dungeon. I have sometimes 
wonaered how Joseph felt first night in 
the prison, and what he said t o himself t h at 
f i rst n i ght. Did a voice whisper to him, 
"Joseph, does it pay to dream? Does it pay to 

t r ue to your dreams? Instead lying in 
this stinking dungeon you might have been out 
in the bright Egyptian sunlight, on your way 
to fame and pr-asperity in the land of Egyp t. 
Do you think it pays to be true to your dreams?" 
But Joseph, I am sure, answered the tempter, 
"Yes, it pays. This dungeon is dark, but I 
c an l i ghte n i ts darkness wi th the lantern o f 
a good c o nscience ." 
1 In the dungeon Joseph still hopes and 
believes, loves and dreams . His kindness and 
0ptimism do not fail him. If he must be in 
pri son, he is determined to be the best, the 
most hopeful, the most cheerful , the mos t 
he lpful prisone r in all the pri son. He can 
interpret the dreams of other men because 
he has been true to his own dre am. Only the 
faithful dreamer can do that. 

The only time that Jose p h came ne ar to 
breaking down was when after he had inter 
p re t e d the d ream of the chie f butler, and t he 
i nterp retation had come true , and the chie f 
butler was l eaving t he prison, J o s e p h, in 
t e ars, besought him not to forget him, but 
to reme mber him a n d make ment i on o f him at 
the court of Pharaoh . Then the door closed 
again and Joseph was left alone in the dungeon . 
The years passe d by, ye t did not tha t most 
human chi ef butler remember J ose ph, but forgot 
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him. Did the voice whisper again to Joseph, 
"Joseph, does it pay to be true to 
dreams? You might have been out in sun
light, a free man, like the chief butler who 
long ago has forgotte n you, i f you had o nly 
y i elded to the tempter"? But still Joseph 
is the dreamer, and still he is true to his 
dream. 

--NOTE: Joseph's dreams 
j e a lousy o f hi s b rother _ 

s ave ry Egypt, temptation from Po t i p har' s 
wife, famine in Egypt, a nd fina l ly t remen
dous responsibilities as prime minister of 
Egypt. Through e ach e xperience he grew 
stronger in character, and no matter how heavy 
his burdens, he maintained a f aithful , tran
quil spirit that set him apart from his 
brothers. His dreams inspired him to be h is 
best. 

III. DREAMS REALLY DO COME TRUE! 
--Genesis 37:8 & 10b fulfilled in 42:1-
--NOTE: Sooner or later dreams will come 

If we remain to God and true to our 
dreams, in time our dreams will come true . 

--Genesis 41:l-16 ... 39-43a 
When Pharaoh could not interpret his 

dreams of the full ears and thin ears 
and the fat c attle and the t h in cattle, the 
chief butler finally remembered J o seph, a nd 
me ntioned him to Pharaoh, a nd Joseph was 
brought out of the dungeon to interpret the 
dream o f the king; and this in turn led to 
his promotion to the first place in Egypt 
after Pharaoh. He wore Pharaoh's ring on his 
hand, and Pharaoh's robe on his back, a nd 
Pharaoh's gold chain about his neck, a nd had 
for his wi f e t h e daughte r o f the sac r ed priest 
o f On . 

Had this story been written by a secular 
penman, or if som romancer had written it, 
it would have come to a conclusion there . 
But that is not where the divine penman stop
ped. In many respects the greatest chapter 
in t his s t ory of Jo s eph is t he fi nal chapter . 
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Prosperity sometimes makes men forget 
God . Sometimes it makes them hard and cruel. 
Sometimes it makes them forget old friends. 
But not so Joseph. Great in the dreams of 
youth, great in the adversities and trials 
t hrough which he had passed, great in the 
hour o f temptation, Joseph is greatest o f 
all in his prosper i ty, when dreams have come 
t rue! 

never forgot his father's house. Some
times when he was handling his great business 
for Pharaoh, the lords and officers would ask 
him a quest i on, and Joseph woul d not answer. 
He had not he ard the question. He was hearing 
the voice of Jacob, the voice of Benjamin. 
J oseph's thoughts were far away from that 
be a ut i ful palace. 

he tho ught of that home in Canaan , 
Joseph would say to himself, "Doth my father 
still l ive? And is he alive? And 
the ten cruel brothers who sold me into Egypt?" 
Joseph dreams of reunion. And that dream, too, 

.came true . 
One day, when the famine was severe in 

Israel, Joseph's brethren appeared be fore him 
to buy corn. The years have disguised Joseph 
to them, but the years could never disguise 
his bro thers to Joseph. After probing their 
conscience and arousing their fears, Joseph 
at length disclosed himself unto them; and 
as they wept together, tears of repentance 
on the part of his brothe rs, tears o f affe ction 
and forgiveness on the part of Joseph, as 
scene which will be matched o n l y when all the 
redeeme d and forgiven meet the i r Saviour a nd 
Re d eemer in he ave n, and look up on him whom 
the y have pie rced, all the Egypti ans he ard 
t hem weeping. 

Then comes the gre atest act of Joseph's 
noble life. When his brethren feared that he 
wou d take vengeance upon them after their 
father was dead, he tells them that they need 
have no fear, that he does not stand in the 
place of God. As for them, meant evil 
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against but God meant it unto good . 
Genesis 50:20 

It was the divine plan for the saving 
alive of Israel. If Joseph had not been 
sold into Egypt, if he had not resisted the 
temptation of Potiphar's if he had not 
been cast into the dungeon, if he had not been 
forgotten for so long a time by the chief 
butler, he would never have reached his high 
post in the land of Pharaoh and would never 
have been able to save Jacob and his family 
and the Israel of God from starvation . 

The long series of trials, his dreams, 
and his dungeons, had taught Joseph the 
doctrine of providence. God meant it unto 
good. Joseph was a link in the long chain 
of redemption, and therefore we may say that 
Christ in his work depended upon Joseph. 
Joseph is able now to bless every circumstance 
in his life, his cruel brothers, the Ishmael
ites, Potiphar's wife, the jailer in the pri
son, the chief butler who forgot him, for 
each one played a necessary part in the drama 
of his life, which was to result in the sav
ing alive of his father's house. 

Here is a deep comment, too, on the 
meaning of life, how all must be related to 
the end, and how we cannot pass judgment 
until we see the end. Who would have dreamed 
that that young Hebrew lad, bound to the 
camel's back as it went swaying down with the 
Ishmaelites into Egypt, or the lad who was 
cast into the Egyptian dungeon on a cruel 
charge was, in the providence of God, to be 
the deliverer of his people! 

CON: "Behold, this dreamer cometh!" Yes, 
come again into our midst! Walk down our 
Enter our Pass through our 
le.w»ineliilii offices. Walk through the halls of our 

Pass down the 
of our and tell us once more, as you 

are able to tell, that duty is the p athway 
to lor; that our dreams li ht the way s ometime s 
to sufferi ng, but in the to victor; that 
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it is Christlike ever to for ive; that forever 
it pays to be true to our dreams. 
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