
.... _______ 

Genesis 37:28, 36; 41:41-43, 46; 50:19-21 
TEXT-------------------

"GOD AT WORK IN OUR LIVES" 

SCRIPTURE 

DELIVERIES: 
F.B.C. 5-13-98 

CLASSIFICATION: 

--EXPOSITORY 
--BIOGRAPHICAL 
--TEXTUAL 
- - TOPICAL 
---DEVOTIONAL 

and 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ______________________________ _ 



JOSEPH 

Two teenage girls were cruising around, 
looking for something to do, talking. "What do 
you think of Alice?" one said to the other. 
"Oh, I think she's very sweet and smart and 
cute." The other one said, "You're right, I 
can't stand her, either." 

The brothers of Joseph probably said 
something like that about him. Pampered. 
Spoiled. Conceited. Jacob's favorite son. 

All of those things were true about 
Joseph. The ·ove Jacob had for Joseph was 
matched by the hatred his brothers had for 
him. 

They'd had it with air of superiority. 
They'd had it with his special coat. They'd 
had it with his dreams. They'd had it with his 
tattling to his father. So they bided their time 
and waited for their opportunity until finally, 
they were able to get back at their brother 
Joseph. They sold him as a slave to a 
passing band of Midianites. They thought 
they'd seen last of Joseph. 

But they were wrong. They had not seen 
the last of Joseph. would endure the 

condition of the 
betrayal of a woman, and the despicable 
experience in an Egyptian prison. And 
eventually, God would raise him to a position 
of power which would enable him to insure 
the continuation of God's plan of redemption 
through His chosen people . 

What does Joseph teach us about the life 
of faith? He reminds us that e cannot 
always recognize and how God is 

I 
e have a tendency to type-cast 

decide ourselves how He should work in our 
lives. We determine what want to do, hew 
we want to live, om we want to 
Then we our to God for His 
approval. And when our plans don't work out, 
we cry out in despair, is God?" 

He is right there, in our failures, in our 
difficulties, in our working out His 
plan and purpose for our lives. That's the 
lesson we learn from Joseph. 

In Our Failures 

Sometimes God is at work in our failures. 
Picture a young man whose first name 

was Phillips. He was bright, gifted, trained to 
be a teacher which was his chosen 
profession. He was appointed to a position as 
teacher in the Boston Latin School and 
because of his extraordinary abilities was 
assigned to an older class. To say the 
experience was a total disaster would be to 
understate the case. 

The students locked Phillips in his room 
scattered explosive matches on the 
classroom floor, even threw a handful of 
buckshot into his face . Within half a year, he 
resigned from his post in utter failure. 



Brian's Lines 

The headmaster of the school said of 
Phillips that "he had in him no single element 
of a successful school teacher" and added, 
as a final word, that he had never known a 
man who had failed as a school master to 
succeed in any other occupation. hillips, at 
the age of 20, was a failure. 

A failure as a teacher, Phillips Brooks 
remembered an earlier sense of calling to 
ministry And he eventually became one of 
the most effective and famous preachers in 
all of American history. 

Where was God? He was right there in 
Phillips Brooks' life working out His plan and 
His purpose. 

We see this in Joseph's life. 
, Joseph was on his way to Egypt as 

a slave, bound in chains, his life over as far 
as he could tell. A failure. et, it was 
because of this failure that God brought 
Joseph to Egypt where he became a success 
as a responsible slave, an effective 
interpreter of dreams, and ultimately a leader 
of the nation. 

What a difference between the end of 

success. 

d the end 1. At the 
is Joseph was a failure. At 

of 41 was a 

The Bible says in e esis 
e ebaraoh took his signet ring from his 

and put it on Joseph's finger. He 
him in robes of fine linen and put a 

fJOld cbain around his neck. He had him ride 
bariot as his 

e s outed before 'Make way! ' 
he in charge of the whole land 

God works like that in our 
lives. Sometimes what we believe to be the 
end of the journey is in reality the beginning 
of a journey into a new adventure for God. 
Sometimes God is at work, even in our 
failures. 
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In Our Difficulties 

God also works out His plan and purpose 
at times in our difficulties. 

Rorace Lyons, a recent graduate of the 
University of Houston-Downtown , 
demonstrates this truth. As a child in the 
Acres Home and Fifth Ward areas 
Houston, Lyons was headed down the 
troubled that ravages the lives of many 
young men in poor urban areas. Not only was 
Horace and from a bad area. He also 
suffered from epilepsy. But even that was not 
the worse thing. He had an allergic reaction 
to the phenobarbital drug used to treat his 
seizures and lost his his at the age of 
thirteen. 

Now, sixteen years later, instead of being 
in prison or on drugs drowning in a life of 
bitterness, Horace is married with three 
children, a graduate of the University of 
Houston-Downtown with a 3.4 average, and 
awaiting word on his application to law 
school. 

How it happen? While attending a 
church in Austin, Horace not only met the 
woman who would become his wife and his 
inspiration. He as also remindea God 
able to worR through our weaknesses as well 
as through our strengths. 

Where was God in Horace Lyons' life? 
God was there working out His plan and 
purpose, in his difficulties. 

We see this in Joseph's life. Let me just 
give one example. When Joseph arrived in 
Egypt, he was sold to a man named Potiphar, 
the captain of the guard for the Pharaoh of 
Egypt. Joseph found favor in his eyes, the 
Bible says, and he was quickly elevated to a 
position of authority in the household. In fact, 
Potiphar entrusted to him everything he 
owned. But Joseph found more than favor in 
the eyes of Potiphar's wife. He found desire 
and eventually deception. 
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Mrs. Potiphar asked Joseph to go to bed 
with her. He refused. But Mrs. Potiphar didn't 
give up. She found him alone in the house 
one day and offered herself to him again. He 
refused again, and he got out of the house. 
However, she seized a piece of his clothing. 
Taking that to her husband, she accused 
Joseph of trying to rape her. Joseph was 
immediately thrown into prison. 

Where was God in Joseph's life? The 
Bible said , "6 · w s there · 

was wit him; showed him 
indness hi favor in the eyes of 

the prison 9:20-2 God was 
fhere working out His plan and purpose, in his 
difficulties. 

Sometimes God does that in our lives. 
Sometimes the very thing from which we 
want God to us is the very thing God 
is using to develop us. Sometimes He is at 
work, even in our difficulties. 

In Our Conflicts 

God also works out His plan and pose 
at times in our conflicts. 

In the first half of the eighteenth century in 
England, an evangelical revival was erupting . 
The staid, emotionless , ritualistic church of 
England was not meeting the spiritual needs 
of the people. The Gospel broke out of those 
staid surroundings and began to sweep 
across the changing lives and 
creating a spiritual tumult. At the crest of this 
evangelical revival were two preachers: 
George Whitefield and John Wesley. At the 
beginning , they worked in tandem, co
workers with a common stance. However, in 
17 41 , they split and went their separate ways. 
Perhaps because of 
positions. eerhaps because of egos. 
Nevertheless, the conflict broke into the 
public with each publishing a treatise against 
the other. Their conflict threatened the 
blossoming evangelical movement. 

But a startling thing happened. When the 
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two split, the movement did not decline. t 
multiplied. Instead of moving forward on one 
front, the movement now burst forward on 
two fronts, George Whitefield going in one 
direction and ohn Wesley going in another 
direction, of them blessed by the touch 
of God. God did not cause the conflict but He 
<1;ertainly the conflict to further His 
kingdom. 

That is precisely what happened in 
Joseph's life. Conflict with his brothers sent 
him on an adventure that eventually led to a 
position of power in Egypt. Years passed. 
Because of a famine in the land of Judah, the 
brothers of Joseph went to Egypt for relief, for 
they heard that Egypt had an abundant 
supply of resources . When they came to 
Egypt they were brought into the presence of 
Joseph. They didn't recognize him at first, but 
he recognized them. After testing them to see 
if their attitudes had changed , he revealed his 
identity and the brothers were all united. 

The most telling statement in entire 
Joseph story is found in the final chapter of 
Genesis. When Jacob died, the brothers 
thought Joseph might now get his revenge on 
them for what they had done. This was 
Joseph's response to their fear: ' 

. inte harm but God 
· i fo good to accomplish what is 

ow being done, the saving of many lives" 
(Gen . B 

He was same message we 
have traced throughout the Joseph 
God at work in an unusual lace - in the 
onflicts of Joseph's life - working out His 
Ian an ose. 

Conclusion 

Whenever unpleasant and unexpected 
circumstances come to our lives, and we are 
tempted to say, "Where is God?" we need to 
open our eyes and look around . God might 
be right there working out His plan and 
purpose for our lives. 


