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ON WORKING FOR RACHEL 
Genesis 29:14-30 

tA:s we read this ancient story of 
and Rachel and Leah, we recognize 

some differences between marriage then 
m ·age However, human nature 

is such that despite the differences in mores 
and customs from one generation to 
another, a commonality of experience ties 
all people of all ages together. It is this 
flow of universal human experience that 
enables us to learn from this ancient story 
lessons which can be applied to our lives 
today. ----

Rachel was a person, of course. 
ut she 1s also representative of the goals 

and dreams each of us sets for our own 
life. Each of us has a Rachel for which we 
are working. The story of how Jacob faced 
disappointment in his quest for Rachel and 
eventually overcame it is a masterful story 
from which several specific lessons can be 
learned. 

We Must Labor Long 
To Reach Our, Goals 

First of all, this story teaches us we 
n labor ong {or the most 

cherished things in life. Think of the story. 
Jacob was fleeing for his life from his 
brother Esau whom he had cheated out of 

his blessing and his birthright. Knowing 
only that he had to leave, he set out in the 
direction of his uncle Laban. As he 
approached the home of Laban, he caught 
his first glimpse of Rachel. She was the 
most beautiful girl he had ever seen. From 
the moment he saw her he knew he wanted 
her for his bride. 

One rural marriage clerk put this 
sign over his window in the county 
courthouse: "Out to lunch. Back at 1 
o'clock. Think it over." acob didn't 
to think it over. He knew he wanted 
Rachel, so he went to Laban with his 
request) Thinking of Rachel not as his 
daughter but as a piece of property he 
could use, Laban persuaded Jacob to work 
for him for seven years for the privilege 
having her as his wife. 

~ 
Get the picture. Jacob in love with 

Rachel. Jacob seeing her as the most 
precious thing in life, and now having to 
face seven long years of work to achieve 
his goal. Seven long years he labored in 
the field, and as he nursed his blistered 
hands each night, I can imagine him 
saying, "Anything worth having is worth 
working for." As the hopes for the future 
raced before his eyes, as the pangs of love 
tore deep at his heart, as the impetuousness 
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of desire burst forth from within, Jacob 
soothed himself time and time again by 
saying, "Anything worth having is worth 
working for." 

e of the virtues of Jacob in this 
story was his refusal to trade the distant 
promise -- his beloved Rachel -- for some 
· mediate goal. He was willing to work 
long and patiently wait for his Rachel. 

We need to learn this lesson today. 
We are living in the age of the instant 
answer. When we want something, we want 
it now. If there is a question we cannot 
quickly answer, an obstacle we cannot 
instantaneously overcome, a goal we cannot 
promptly obtain -- we seem to think the 
question cannot be answered at all, or the 
obstacle overcome, or the goal obtained. 

One of the marks of our present 
generation is impatience. The lesson we 
need to learn from Jacob is that we must 
often labor long for the most cherished 
things in life. Anything worth having is 
worth working for. 

this lesson TO 
/, CHURCHES. Did you know that in the 

Southern Baptist Convention, pastors 
per month are terminated by their churches? 
Did you know nearly of the churches 
in the Southern Baptist Convention are 
either plateaued or declining? are so 
many churches so 
inany churches falling Becaus e 
road to owth ha n t , the 
reac ing of their goals has been too slow, 
so they have lost their desire to obtain their 
Rachel. 

Max Pree, chairman and CEO of 
the Herman Miller company, says that the 
most difficult thing he does as a leader of 
his company is "the interception of 
entropy." Entropy is the tendency of an , 

to run down and lose its 
energy. As a leader, his primary was 
keeping that from happening. The church 
also experiences entropy. If not intercepted 
by leaders who refuse to give up but 
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instead keep pushing the church forward 
toward the fulfillment of its vision, J. 
will eventually cause a church to die. 

this lesson TO OUR.FAMll.IFS. 
One of the greatest tragedies of our day is 
the breakup of our families. basic 

es derline the dimensions of the 
e increasing number of divorces 

and ncreasing degree of unhappiness in 
homes where husbands and wives stay 
together. 

When I hear of husbands and wives 
who are no longer able to live together, or 
husbands and wives who no longer enjoy 
living together, I ask "Why?" What is 
happening to our homes today? The 
answers to that question are manifold, but 
if we trace the problem back to its roots 
we will find husbands and wives who are 

on er at it The 
ultimate goal -- joy and fulfillment -- has 
been obscured by the problems and 
perplexities of married life. Under the 
burden of these problems two individuals 
can no longer hear the drumbeat of Jacob, 
that anything worth having is 
working for. 

~ pply: this lesson to OUR 
INDIVIDU What person is there 
here today who does not have his dreams, 
his Rachel for which he secretly longs and 
about which he incessantly dreams? 
problem oa 

and have visions. The 
roblem is that, aft r the 

and having the visions 
to walk the road of effort and 
patient waiting that enables us to reach 
those goals and fulfill those dreams. 

Focus your eyes firmly on your 
Rachel no matter how distant she may be 
or how unreachable she may appear. And 
do not let the sound of the world drown 
out the drumbeat of Jacob -- anything 

aving is worth for. For we 
must labor long for the most cherished 
things in life. 
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Life Often Disappointing 

We learn a second lesson from this 
story. s we Jacob laboring long or 

Rachel, and in the end getting 
instead, we see that people are often 
defeated even in their struggle to attain 
long range goals. Sometimes even the road 
of enduring effort and patient waiting still 
ends in disappointment. 

Consider the events of the story. For 
seven years fioo labored in the field 
with one thought in his -- soon he 
would become the husband of the beautiful 
Rachel. the big night came. The 

'vities were elegant. Th 
was delighted. The was scrumptious. 
I :was Jaco could have oped 
fi . The as was the custom, was 
heavily veiled. The of the 

party, as was the custom, were 
affected by the wine. When the ceremony 
was over Jacob and his bride and their 
attendants went home for the honeymoon 
night. But verse 25 says when Jacob woke 
up the next morning, "Behold, it was 
Leah!" Instead of his beautiful Rachel, 

,;fl I Jacob had wed her ugly older sister, old 
,weak-eyed ~ah. When the Bible called her 

did not mean she couldn 't 
see very well. It meant she did not have 
that special sparkle in the eye which is 
symbolic of beauty. She was a plain Jane. 

Now this had c§ii} just a 
sing fancy of Jacob' . Had he missed 

Rachel because of his seize some 
fleeting opportunity or because of his 
unwillingness to labor for his reward, then 
it would have been another matter 
altogether. But he had spent seven long 
years -- in laboring, anticipating, 
waiting. t he still f · to obtain his 
goal. ecause there were conflicting 
interests dealt with, and other 
priorities to be honored, and established 
customs to be observed. 

laboring long and planning 
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ell, other factors impinged upon Jacob 
snatched away his prize. 

This is a hard lesson but it is one 
we had better learn if we are going to 
make it in life. Nothing is automatic in life. 
No foolproof plan will automatically move 
from means to ends. We must labor long 
for the most cherished things in life. ut 
laboring long for something does not 
guarantee its achievement, for many times 
other factors will impinge upon us and will 
snatch our prize away. 

F i ure Need Be Final 

One more lesson comes out of this 
story to gi¥e hope to our endeavors: failure 
need not be final . Jacob failed alright, but 
his failure didn't defeat him. He did not 
run away. He did not take his own life in 
remorse. He di not go back home to 
mother. He his failure. He not 
ay, "Why did this happen?" He said, 

"What can do to it?" , , 
When we see Jacob move the 

failure and eventually his beloved 
Rachel, we see · 

j & -- failure need ~'11 

not be final. Failure was not fin~ 
Jacob, and it need not be for us. The 

th of our character will be revealed ~ 
and the eventu destination of our life will 
be de ine b how we face these ~ 
un le detours d uncle 
disappointments in life. 

Leslie Weatherhead dedicated his 
book, Why Do Men Suffer?, to his mother 
and sister in these touching words: 
"Dedicated in unfailing remembrance to 
Elizabeth Mary Weatherhead, my mother, 
and Muriel Weatherhead, my sister, whose 
bodies were defeated in the battle of 
painful disease, but who wrested from that 
defeat a spiritual victory which challenged 
and inspired all who knew them, and made 
glad the heart of God." What a worthy goal 
for each of us. 
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THE MOST COMMON CAUSE 
OF FAILURE 
1 Kings 20:40 

In our text, a prophet was delivering 
a message to King Ahab. However, his 
descriptive statement in verse 40 can be 
applied to our lives today. 

In describing how a prisoner had 
escaped, the prophet said: "And while your 
servant was busy here and there, he was 
gone." Wholesale busyness and scattered 
loyalties are the primary causes of failure 
today. 

In the FAMILY: We are too busy to 
express our love. 

In the CHURCH: We are too busy to 
follow through on our responsibilities. 

In our FRIENDSHIPS: We are too busy 
to develop our relationships. 

In our LIVES: We are too busy to 
capitalize on our opportunities. 

* 

HIS CONSTRAINING LOVE 
2 Corinthians 5:14 

His love operates ON OUR MIND, 
giving us new thoughts. 

*His love operates ON OUR WIIL, 
giving us new ambitions. 

*His love operates ON OUR HEART, 
giving us new compassion. 
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THE ALL-SUFFICIENT CHRIST 
Revelation 1:8, 22:13 

The writer of Revelation begins and 
ends with the declaration of Jesus, "I am 
the Alpha and the Omega" (Rev. 1:8, 
22: 13). That means, all of the alphabet is 
included in Him. 

For the loneliness of life (Rev. 7:17), we 
can choose out of the letters of the 
alphabet of Jesus those that spell 
UNFAIUNG FRIEND. 

In our hours of suffering (Rev. 2:8-11), 
we can choose out of the letters of the 
alphabet of Jesus those that spell 
WONDERFUL HEALER. 

In our moments of thirst (Rev. 21:6,7), 
we can choose out of the letters of the 
alphabet of Jesus those that spell 
IMMORTAL LOVER. 

* In the times when we are most deeply 
conscious of our sin (Rev. 22:14), we can 
choose out of the letters of the alphabet 
of Jesus those that spell FRIEND OF 
SINNERS. 

[F.B. Meyer, Masters. Grand Rapids: 
Baker, 1973, pp. 105-111) 

* 

WHAT GOD PROMISES 
Genesis 28: 15 

His PRESENCE 
His PROTECTION 
His PROVISION 
His POWER 




