
SUBJECT-------------------

TEXT------'c,...,~ 1 

"PRINCIPLES FOR A GROWING MARRIAGE" 
TITLi::---------------------

SCRIPTURE 

DELIVERIES: 

F.B.C. 9-27-95 

'6--IJ.-O / 

Hour 

P.M. San Angelo, TX 

l( 1/ II 

CLASSIFICATION: 

--EXPOSITORY 
--BIOGRAPHICAL 
- -TEXTUAL 
- - TOPICAL 

and 

(XXX+++); 

BIBLIOGRAPHY---------------------------------



FOR A GROWING MARRIAGE 
28 - 30 y 

(Third a series of three sermons 
on the family) 

A recent study by the Survey 
Research Center at the University 
of Michigan revealed a growing 
dissatisfaction with marriage in 
the last twenty years. You can 
explain the results of the survey 
in one of several ways. 

You can say that it simply 
reflects a greater openness in 
discussing our problems today 
than in the past. The problems 
are not greater. We just talk 
about them more. 

Or, you can relate it to the 
narcissistic bent of our age when 
everyone seems to be more 
concerned with self-fulfillment 
than with self-giving. 

Or, you can attribute it to 
the higher level of expectations 
with which a person enters 
marriage in our time. We expect 
more out of marriage. Because of 
that, our disappointments are 
greater. 

However you explain it, the 
fact remains that something 
serious is happening 

and re 
J"udge The experience of our 

homes which was meant to be 
life's most glorious relationship 
often deteriorates a daily 
dilemma of debts, dishes, 
drudgery, and diapers. Marriage 
loses its spice. 

What are to do? How are 
we to react to the marital blahs? 

Some people opt for divorce. 
son of a divorcee was 

aside special counsel 
by his sensitive teacher. t he 

you have a problem 
at home and I ant to help." The 
boy responded, "We a problem, 

divorced Such is the 
out for many. 

Others just fight it out to 
the bitter end. husband and 
ife were arguing in a canoe on 

whether a knife or scissors was 
better cutting agent. he 

it was scissors. The 
maintained that the knife 

was the best. argued so 
that they upset their 

and the 
instant before the husband went 
nder for the last time, he saw 
is wife's arm still above water, 
er fingers still cutting in a 
cissors' motion. Marriage is 

like that for many people. 

Some people seek help for the 
marital blahs in fantasies. ne 
ife told her " had a 

horrible dream last night. I 
dreamed that you and Robert 
Redford were fighting over me and 
you were winning!" 

Millions of others 
settle for a half-note, 
stagnant coexistence. 

simply 
ho-hum, 

There is a better and 
that experience in 
a growing relationship which 
able to "adjust ta -



I 

and overcome every challenge. 

i1'BE 

Consider first of all the 
possibility of growth. a 
marriage grow? Can a 
relationship be better, stronger, 
and richer in the future than it 
is right now? That is an 
important question . An answer is 
found in a couple modeled in the 
Bible. Jacob and Leah were their 
names. 1heir story is told 
Genesis 28-30.~~~~~~~~~--

Several things were wrong 
with the relationship of Jacob 
and Leah. For one thing, 
marriage obviously had THE WRONG 
BEG NNING. 

Their marriage was based 
entirely on deception. The only 
reason Jacob married Leah at all 
was that he had been trapped in a 
carefully planned scheme devised 
by her father . 

It is difficult to discern in 
the story what part Leah played 
in the deception. She was at 
least a willing participant. It 
could be that she was desperate 
to get married, that she saw this 
as her last chance. Whatever 

make more sense. 

For seven years, J acob had 
labored and longed for the 
beautiful, shapely Rachel. But 
when he woke up the next morning, 
Jacob was shocked into sobriety! 

29, verse 25 expresses , 
his startling discovery in 
classic words: "In the ' 
morning ... behold, it was Leah." 

Inst ead of beaut iful Rachel , 
Jacob was married to old 
"weak-eyed-Leah." When the 
biblical writer calls her 
"wealt-eyed" in verse 17, he does 
not mean that she not see 
well. He means she lacked the 
luster, the sparkle that gleamed 
in the eyes of Rachel. 
She not the girl of his 
dream5 . She a nightmare.. He 

wrong bride. 

Notice 
practicea THE 

also that the 
WRONG BEHAVIOR. 

close of 
indicate that Leah and 

Rachel and Jacob were constantly 
at each other's throats, 

gain control of the situation, 
trying to win affection from one 
another: . 

part she played, this much is When e bore a for 
certain: the relationship Jacob, she hoped this would make 
between Jacob and Leah began on Jacob love her more ,32). 
the shabbiest of foundations sons followed 
dishonesty and deception. trophies with which Leah hoped to 

"D1'1::/N'6- gain her husband's affection. 
n addition, Jacob 

WRONG BRIDE. Rae el countered offering 
ou cob her handmaid to sleep with 

I t was not that Jacob so that she could produce more 
loved , but Rachel . Yet, he ended children . i f wives 
up married to Leah first. It is not enough! The handmaid bore 
d i fficul t for us to understand two sons which led Rachel to 
how this could have happened . conclude, "With great wrestlings 

When we remember the 
different customs of courtship 
which prevailed, the high level 
of intoxication, and the lack 
adequate lighting, it begins 

have I wrestled with sister, 
and I have prevailed" (Gen. 
30: 8, KJV). 

Then got into the act. 
She persuaded Jacob to sleep with 

r 
b 



her handmaid. Now Jacob had a marriage had the h 
9t , if you married the t b ide 

11 f-~'jl"- 'fld ,f,ilDA,- your beh is beyond 
On on the struggle reproach, so much the better. 

Jacob, his two Your marriage can grow. It can 
their handmaids. Instead of a become a better, stronger, and 
reciprocal relationship of richer relationship than it is 
affection , association, and now. 
acceptanc e , Leah and Jacob and 
Rachel were involved in a power 
struggle . P.rac~iced he 

ong behavior . 

Here was a marriage, then 
to the 
by the 

with the 
characterized 

wrong behavior. 

the story of 
elationship between Jacob and 

Leah to the~ however, and you 
discover an amazing fact: 
marriage, which started out 

so weak, really ended up strong. 

at Genesis 30 : The 
panic with which Rachel reacted 

that Leah a nd J acob 
establ i shed a solid rel ationship 
by this time which threatened 
Rachel's position. 

Look at Genesis 31 : 4. When 
Jacob prepared to leave Laban, he 
took both Leah and Rachel into 
his conf i de nce whi ch i mplies an 
equality of concern for both . 

ook at Genesis 49:31. It 
was who was buri ed at 

t h e family sepulcher , 
al on gside J acob , i mply i n g a n 
honore d position . 

en we remember further that 
it was from relationship of 

and Jacob and 
Rahel, that the messianic line 
was continued (through Juaah), 
realize that although this 
marriage started out with 
seemingly no hope, it turned out 
Lo be a healthy relationship . 

happened to 
also happen to you. 

them can 
If your 

PATTERN 
Let's take it a s t ep further 

now and ask the question , '" B 
can that growth be 

achieved? " How can your marriage 
become better and stronger? m,J<" 

·The first step is 

The most important fact 
he relationship of Jacob and 

Leah is that they 
~ogether. They never gave up on 
each other. 

A couple sat down in the 
pastor's office. Their 
unhappiness was Only a 
few years earlier, they had stood 
bef ore this same pastor with 
stars in their eyes and a shared 
dream of what life could be like 

Now, the stars were 
gone. The pastor addressed the 
wife, "Joan," he said, "at your 
wedding ceremony, promised to 

Jim for better or for 
worse. She respondea , 
worse than I took him for! " 

That t r agic d iscover y 
c onfronts many ind i v iduals in t he 
marriage game . 

Before marriage, husband 
appears to be gentle, gallant , 
and generous. But once he has 
walked down the aisle, he becomes 
grim, gross, and 

Before the wedding, 
seems to be the catch of 
century . "How lucky he is to 
h e r," friends say . But soon 
c onversation changes . Says 
wife, "You don't deserve a 



me. " The husband replies , 
don't deserve asthma either but 
I've got it!" 

"For better or for worse 1.s 
drowned out in the realization 
that his mate is worse than he 

, ook her f 
r , 

The question what do 
do when the neymoon is over 

and have to face the 
ess-than-perfect person to whom· 

you ar married? Do you a 
divorce or do you by your 
commitment? 

have a complete 
in the attitude toward 

divorce in recent years. In the 
past, the pressure of social 
mores made divorce acceptable 
only as a last resort. Social 
mores have changed and now, 
divorce is usually proposed as 
the first resort. bother 
with a disagreeable partner when 

ou can easily find a more 
agreeable one? 

I want to suggest 
ingredient 

possibl 
is the 

together no matter what. 
of commitment is the 

in which 
, 

he second step is 
FORGIVENESS. 

know that Jacob and 
had to do some forgiving 

before the air could be cleared 
their relationship! had 

to be forgiven for her deception 
and dishonesty . had to be 
forgiven for the things he said 
when he woke up the morning after 
his wedding n i ght and discovered 
it was not the ravishing Rachel 
to whom he was married but old 
weak-eyed Leah . 

The same thing is 
your relationship. 

true 
It 

of 
is 

impossible to re l ate t o eac h 
other in the intimacy of 
marriage, to make yourself 
vulnerable to each other a nd not 
to be hurt in some way . The 
question is not, "Will you be 
hurt? " The question 
you r to t 

Several years ago, a besu 
seller book took our country by 
storm . The movie was just as 
popular. This romantic tear 
jerker had people all over the 
country quoting lines that 
spoken during the movie . The 
most popular which was repeated 
ad infinitim ad nauseum was this 

means never having 
to say you're 

! Love, real 
love, means being able to 

sorry when you have hurt 
someone. And being able to 

forgive" when someone has hurt 
make your marriage 

re st be 
7l1M-

The step is 

provides the 
fertile soil for growth. 

s the weeds . 
then plants the seeds that 
result in beautiful things 

growing in your marriage. 

Love 
But let 

is difficult to 
me suggest that 

love i n 
for each 

CONCLOSION 

Jacob and Leah t r ansfo rmed a 
beginning into a goo e ndi ng 

~ commitment , 
a nd ove . Wherever you are i n 
your marriage, want to 
challenge you with this truth : 
the same thing can happen to you. 
Your marriage can become better, 
stronger, and richer . Your 
marriage can grow! 



Principle For a Growing Marriage 
Sunday, May 13, 2001 A.M. 

Genesis 28-30 
Pew Bible - Pages 24-27 

A University of Michigan survey 
Revealed a growing dissatisfaction 

with marriage in the past twenty years . 

... Some divorce 
... Some fight it out to the bitter end 
... Some see!:? help for their fantasies 

... Some settle for a stagnant coexistence 

I. The Possibility 
In the experience of Jacob and Leah, several things 
were wrong: 

1. A wrong beginning 

2. A wrong bride 

3. A wrong behavior 



II. The Pattern 
How can your marriage become better and stronger? 

1. Commitment (They never gave up.) 

2. Forgiveness (They forgave each other.) 

3. Love (They supported each other.) 

Your marriage can become 
better, stronger, and richer. 

Your marriage can grow when there is 
commitment, forgiveness, and love. 


