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WHEN GOD COMES CLOSE MEN 
Genesis 28:10-22 

INTRODUCTION 
A. From Genesis to Revelation , the Bible Repeats the Theme of Men in 

Desperate Need of the Closeness of God 
B. Jacob's Experience at Bethel Illustrates What a Difference God 's Closeness 

Makes 
I. WHEN GOD COMES CLOSE TO MEN, WE DISCOVER SOMETHING ABOUT 

THE CHARACTER OF GOD ';)_8:/3-/S 
A. Unfailing Truthfulness 
B. Unconditional Love 
C. Undying Persistance 

II. WHEN GOD COMES CLOSE TO MEN, WE DISCOVER SOMETHING ABOUT 
THE CONDITION OF MEN 
A. Jacob Was Lonely but Not Alone 
B. Jacob Was Satiated but Not Satisfied 
C. Jacob Received What He Did Not Deserve 

Ill. WHEN GOD COMES CLOSE TO MEN, WE DISCOVER SOMETHING ABOUT 
SALVATION ~o-:l. 

A. Salvation Means Confession , "Surely the Lord is in this place" 
8. Salvation Means Commitment, "Jacob vowed a vow" 
C. Salvation Means 

CONCLUSION 
When God comes close to men , great changes take place. His closeness 
brings satisfaction and salvation to those who will receive Him. Won 't you 
let Him draw close to you? 
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WHEN GOD COMES CLOSE TO MEN (continued) 
Genesis 28:10-22 June 21, 1987 
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Jesus alluded to this when he said, prophet not without honor, but 
in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house" (Mark 
6:4). The ualit ofa diamond is imperceptibl to the naked it takes 
a jeweler's loop and close inspection to reveal its genuineness. And ~ 

,the closer God ge ts to us, th more genuin and faultless He 
We discover that kee s Hi romises. He was keeping a promise 

the night He appeared to in his Bethel dream. God had romised 
acob's father and his that He would th eir 

Abraham has already passed, Isaac is up in years, and Jacob the 
"Supplanter," is far from the covenant. At this God 

,h Himself to Jacob, keeping IJis promises. His presence is, after all, the 
/I spiritual truth that He has promised. esus to ld the disci "Lo I am 

-Ju you alway, even to the end of the earth" (Matthew 28:20). 
,, , When God comes close to men, wc discover something about I !is 

love. W·t: a o(Abraham and Isaac · 
n vi than had proved himself to be the conni\'in 

offspring that his name suggested-Jacob means lanter " Q.lli;.. 

He received this name at birth when his hand grasped Esau's 

~ 
pg 10-June 21 , 1987 ,d-,( ' PULPIT TODAY, 1·800-433·~ 2 



WHEN GOD COMES CLOSE TO MEN (continued) 
Genesis 28:10-22 June 21, 1987 

heel. By the time we meet Jacob at on the run from Esau , his 
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WHEN GOD COMES CLOSE TO MEN (continued) 
Genesis 28:10-22 June 21 , 1987 
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his illow and fashioned them into a illar to God. acob 
name of this s ot from Luz to Bethe Lord is in this place; and I 
knew it lvation involves chan e-a change a _ 
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of behavior. 

CONCLUSION 
d. comes close to men. He came close to When He did , it 

was the beginning o a relationship that would culminate in 
becoming the father of all Israel. But acob is not ue. od can come 
close to ou as well throu His Son, Christ Jesus our Lord . ....,_.........,.......,..,... 
does some wonderful chan es will take lace - satisfaction, salvation, 
sonshi , a relationshi with Him. 
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Jacob's Vow at Bethel 

10 Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went 
toward Haran. 11 So he came to a certain place and stayed there all 
night, because the sun had set. And he took one of the stones of that 
place and put it at his head, and he lay down in that place to 
sleep. 12 Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the 
earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

And behold, the LORD stood above it and said: "I am the LORD God 
of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I 
will give to you and your descendants. 14 Also your descendants shall be 
as the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the 
east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you and 
will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I 
will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you."{ 

Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely is 
in this place, and I did not know it." 17 And he was afraid and said, "How 
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and 
this is the gate of heaven!" 

18 Then Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he 
had put at his head, set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it. 19 And 
he called the name of that place Bethel; but the name of that city had 
been Luz previous!¥i20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be 
with me, and keep me in this way that I am going, and give me bread to 
eat and clothing to put on, 21 so that I come back to my father's house in 
peace, then the LORD shall be my God. 22 And this stone which I have set 
as a pillar shall be God's house, and of all that You give me I will surely 
give a tenth to You." 

The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982 
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