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JACOB--THE AMBITIOUS 

SCRIPTURE: Genesis 25:29-34 

INTRO: TO ISAAC AND WERE BORN TWINS-
JACOB AND ESAU. THEY ARE OF ABSOLUTELY OPPOSITE 
CHARACTERS. 

ESAU IS A MAN OF THE PRESENT--JACOB IS A MAN 
OF THE FUTURE. ESAU IS NEVER ABLE TO LOOK BEYOND 
THE MOMENT--JACOB HAS HIS THOUGHTS ALWAYS ON THE 
MORROW. ESAU IS A SPENDTHRIFT--JACOB IS A MISER. 
ESAU CARES FOR NOTHING BUT HAVING A GOOD TIME--
JACOB IS WILLING TO ENDURE HARDSHIPS IN THE PUR-
SUIT OF HIS AMBITIONS. 

BY AND BY THE INEVITABLE HAPPENS. THE AMBI
TION OF JACOB FINDS THE FLIPPANT ATTITUDE OF 
AN EASY MARK. 

I. THE CRUELTY OF AMBITION 
25:29-34 

--NOTE: Being largely a creature of impulse, he 
was in a crisis ready to satisfy his desire 
without thought of consequences. Without self
co ntro l , without spiritual i nsight, wi t hout 
capacity even to know what spiritual issues 
were at stake,judging things y immediate 
profit and material advantage, ere was not in 
him depth of nature out of which a really 
nobel character could be cut. Coming from the 
hunt hungry and fai nt, he finds Jacob cooking 
porridge of lentils and asks for it. The 
sting of ungove rnable appe tite make s h im feel 
as if he would die if he did not get it. Jacob 
takes advantage of his brother's appetite and 
offers his dish of pottage for Esau's 
right. 

He feels he is going to die. Supposin g 
he doe s die, it wil be poor consolatio n that 
he did not barte r this intangible and shadowy 
blessing of his birthright. 'Behold I at 
the point to die; and what pro a 
birthright do to me?' 

--APPLY: True s e lf-control me ans willingne~s 
to resign t he mall f or t he s a ke o f t he g reat, 
the p r e s e nt f o r t he sake of the future , t he 



material for the sake of the spiritual. Of 
course Esau did not think he was losing 
great by small. At t e mome nt 
the birthright, just because it was distant, 
appeared insignificant. He had no atience to 
wait, no faith to believe in the real value 
of anything that was not material, no self
restraint to keep him from instant surrender 

o the emand for present gratification. 
This is the eal to assion-

that it is present, with us now, to be had 
at once. This is temptation, alluring to the 
eye, whispering in the ear, offering satisfac
tion now. Here and now--not hereafter; this 
thing, that red there--not an unsub
stantial thing like a birthright. What is 
the good of it if we die? and we are like to 
die 1 we o not get t his gratification the 
senses demand. In the infatuation of appetite 
all else seems small in camparison; the birth
right is a poor thing compared with the re 

How easy it is for all of us to drift 
into the class of the profane , the secular, -
pe rsons as Esau; t o hav e our s piritual s ens i 
bility blunted; to lose our appreciation o f 
things that alone give it security and dignity! 

We too can des ise our birthri ht, by 
living far below our privileges, and far be low 
our spiritual opportunities. We have our 
birthright as sons of God born to an inheri
tance as joint-heirs with Christ. We belo n 

e sse nt i al nature not t o the kingd om , 
but to the Kingdom of Heaven; and when we 
orget it and live onl with reference to the 

things of sense and time, we are disinheriting 
ourselve s as Esau did. The tation 
strike s a weak spot in all o f us, su estin 
tha t the s p ir i tual life, the life of 
and praye r and communion are dim and shadowy 
things, as in a land that is very far off. 

What shall it profit? seems a sane and 
sensible question, to be considered in a 
business-like fashion. It is the right 
que stion to ask, but it has a wider scope and 
another application. shal l it profit a 
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man if he shall gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul?' 

--NOTE: Be that as it may, the fact is that Jacob 
caught Esau in a weak moment and took advantage 
of him. Jacob's ambition him cruelly to 
wrench from the hand of Esau his birthright. 

--APPLY: Unrestrained ambition comes from a 
heart that loves things and uses people. 

People are dispensable--they are but means 
to an end, tools to be used and dis c arded. 
Ambition will step on people, even destroy 
people to attain its end. 

--ILLUS: Senator Joseph McCarthy in the 1950's 
in his senate investigation of communism •.. 

--ILLUS: Macbeth had his ambition stirred 
by the three wi tches and saw opport unit y 
to become king by assassinating his faithful 
lord, yet drew back from the dreadful crime, 
his more hardened wife read his letter hinting 
at his emotions and mused of him: 

Thou wouldst be great; 
Art not without ambition, but 

without 
The illness should attend it. 
What is the illness which should attend 

worldly ambition? It is a willingness and 
readiness t o lower one's princip le, silence 
one's conscience _ and so bow down to Satan 
for the sake of securing some worldly aim. 

II. THE CRAFTINESS OF AMBITION 
- - Genesis 27:6-11, 15-23, 30, 35-36 

(Read & relate story) 
- =1-JOTE: With his clever mother's support, Jacob 

obtained the blessing from his father. To-, 
gether mother and son planned that Jacob wear 
the garments of Esau and cove r his hands and 
neck with the hairy skins of goats, so that 
his own smooth skin would feel like Esau's 
hairy skin. Imitating the voice of Esau, 
Jacob went before his blind and aging father 
and asked that he bestow the family blessing 
upon him. The craftiness fooled the believing 
Isaac. All too late Esau l e arned of the sub-

\terfuge played upon him by his mother and his 
brothe r. 
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--Worldly ambition is void of both conscience and 
ethics. The end ·ustifies the means and thus 
the ambitious soul will cheat, lie, deceive 
and mislead others--even the dearest of friends 
and relatives. 

--ILLUS: Absalom ... "prepared him chariots and 
horses an O men to run before him ... " "O 
that I were made king in the land I would 
do men justice ... " "So Absalom stole the 
hearts of the men of Israel ... " "Claimed to 
be going off to worship ... " 

LLUS: A country girl of humble origin but 
clever and ambitious, was anxious to figure 
in the best Parisian society. She had married 
above her station and gave out that she was 
immensely weal thy. OAM 

She told how, while travelling, an old 
gentleman in the next compartment was taken 
seriously ill, and she had been able to save 
his life. As a result he had bequeathed all 
his property to her. The deeds of his property 
were supposed to be . in a certain safe which 
Madame Humbert kept in her salon, and which 
was sometimes on view, bearing on its front 
a plentiful supply of sealing wax. On the 
strength of this she money to the 
extent of millions of francs. This went on 
for several years till her creditors became 
uneasy. 

Then the matter was brought to court. The 
judge decided that the safe should be opened 
in the presence of witnesses. When it was 
opened, it was found to contain only a copper 
coin not worth a halfpenny. The manifestation 
revealed her poverty and bankruptcy as well 
as her deceit. 

III.THE COSTLINESS OF AMBITION 
--NOTE: Sooner or later selfish ambition catches 

up with you. 
--Matthew 26:52(Jesus) "They that take the 

sword shall perish by the sword." 
--Matthew 7:2b "With what measure ye mete, it 

shall be measured to you again." 
--Prov. 26:27b "He rolleth a stone, it will 

return upon him." 
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--Gen. 23, 25-28 
--NOTE: Jacob had t o pay for his fraudulent act 

in a twenty-year e x ile in Haran, several 
hundred miles from his home l a nd. · While there 
his mother's brother Laban also practiced 
chicanery on him, in both his property and 
marriage rights. 

For Laban's daughter, the beautiful Rachel, 
whom Jacob loved at first sight, he had to give 
fourteen years of labor, when he had promised 
only seven, because Leah, her more unsought 
and plainer sister, was s e nt to him f i rst by 
her scheming father. She arrived heavily 
veiled and unrecognizable in the dark of the 
bed-chamber. Jacob learned all too late that 
he now had as his wife Leah instead of his 
lovely and lovable Rachel. 

--NOTE: His ambition also cost him eace and joy 
and fel l owship with his brother, his mother, 
and his family. 

--Genesis 27:41-43 (READ) 
Jacob lived in fear of his life until 

years later when he was reconciled ,t o his 
bro t her. 

--ILLUS: ears a o the re came to Los 
An eles, the great metropolis of Southern 
Californ ia, a so-called fly ." It was 
announced that on a given day he would climb 
up the face of one of the large department 
store buildings, and long before the appointed 
time thousands of e age r spe ctators were g a ther
e d t o s ee him p e rform t he s eemingly i mp o s s ible 
feat. 

Slowly and c a refully he mounted aloft, 
now clinging to a window ledge, and on t o a 
jutting brick, again a cornice. Up and up 
he went, against - apparently insurmountable 
diffi culties. At last he was nearing the top. 
He was seen to feel to right and l e ft a nd above 
his head for something firm enough t o support 
his weight, to carry him further. 

And soon he seemed to spy what looked like 
a grey bit of stone or discolored brick pro
trudi ng from the smooth wal l. He reached for 
i t, but it was just beyond him. He v e ntured 
all on a spring-like movement, graspe d the 
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protuberance and before the horrified eyes 
of the spectators, fell to the ground and was 
broken to pieces. 

In his dead hand was found a spider's web! 
What he evidently mistook for stone or 
brick turned out to be nothing but dried froth! 

A good parable of the costliness of 
ambition. 

IV. THE CONSECRATION OF AMBITION 
--Genesis 32:6-12, 24 
--NOTE: The wrestlin the brook Jabbok--

Nhat was it? does it mean? Let us see 
in it, first the icture of a wrestling 
with the ghost of his old self, with his past, 
with the habits and tendencies which had been 
forming in him for years. It is a picture of a 
man at a supreme crisis in his career. We feel 
that night of struggle wiJ.l make or mar 
him. If he loses, if the old self proves too. 
strong, then the powers of evil will claim him 
for own. If he wins, then a new future 
awaits him, and we cannot say to what he i ght s 
of character he may rise. The turning point 
in Jacob's life has been He is 
about t o enter the l and from which he had fled 
some twe nty years previously in fear of his 
life. The meeting with Esau, whom he had 
tricked and wronged is being awaited by him 
with deep anxiety. 

Picture him pacing alone by the side of 
the stre am. He has made the necessary disposi
tions for the safety of his caravan in case his 
brother should prove hostile, and now he kee ps 
his solitary, restless watch. Sleep was impos
sible. It was not only the threatened peril 
which drove away sleep. His conscience would 
not let him rest. His past came surging up 
into memory--all those acts of deceit, all 
that selfishness, all that disloyalty to what 
he knew was highest. So tremendous was the 
tension, the fight between the good and the 
bad within him, that he seems to himself to be 
wrestling with some unknown stranger. 
wrestled a man with him till the breakin of 

day.' All through the night the contest 
l asted. Jacob was in dead e arnest. He me ant 
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to have done once and for all with that old 
self which had dogged his life. 

"When the fight begins within himself, 
A man's worth something. " So says Browning. 
Jacob was wort some now, worth more 
God's eyes, and in his own eyes, than he had 
ever been before. For he had come face to 
face with spiritual realities. 

Jacob had taken his selfish ambition and 
onsecrated to God. from 

this time words of Paul) "I live, 
yet not I, but Chri st liveth i n me. " 

Having laid his ambition on the altar, 
Jacob became not a lesser man but a greater 
man--not less successful bu more success u. 
Dreams he had never dared to dream became 
realities. 

--APPLY: It is not that God does not want us 
to have ambition. Rather it is He wants ours 
to be a "Dedicated ambition." A erson with, 
no ambition is_ worth l i tt l e, if an to 
himself, his family, society, or God. 

--Philippians 3:13-14 n, I count not 
myself to have apprehended: but this one thing 
I do, forgetting those things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those things which are 
before, I press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." 

--Philippians 4:13 "I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me." 

--I Corinthians 12:31a "But covet earnestly the 
best gifts." 

--I Corinthians 9:24 ''Know ye not that they which 
run in a race run all, but one receiveth the 
prize? So run, that ye may obtain." 

--ILLUS: Sir Joshua Reynolds was one of the most 
distinguished painters of his day; an, 
answer to the inquiry, how he attained to such 
excellence, he replied: "B observin one 
simple rule, viz., to make each painting the 
best." But we must make "each painting the 
best" not for our honor but for His. "That they 
may see our good works and glorify our Father 
which is in heaven" (Matthew 5:16b). 
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PRAYER: Lord, give us the blessing of Jacob-
Put the scar of sympathy in our hearts! Let 
us feel our thorn! Send us to the hearts 
without a home, to the lives without a love, to the 
crowds without a compass, to the ranks without 
a r e fuge ! Send us to the children that none have 
b l e s s ed, to the famished that none have fed, to 

sick that none have visited, 
, to the fallen that none have 

l i f ted, to the leper that none have touched, to 
the bereaved that none have comforted! Then 
we have the birthri.ght of firstborn. Then 
shall our selfish ambition be transformed into 
thy will. Amen. 
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