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What kind of person does God use? 
When we to the Bible to find an 
answer to that question, we are surprised , 
for God at times has selected an odd 
bunch to do His work. 

God needed someone to be the 
spokesman for his people, someone to 
stand up before Pharoah , the most 
powerful person in the world at that time, 
and convince him to iet the Hebrew 
slaves go free. So He selected someone 
with a speech impediment named Moses. 
Odd choice. 

The Philistine armies were lined up on 
one side of the valley, taunting the army 
of Israel, humiliating them. God needed 
someone to face their finest. warrior, a 
giant of a man named Goliath. So He 
selected a young shepherd boy who was 
good with a slingshot named David. 
Strange selection. 

The first generation of church leaders 
had taken the church about as far as they 
could . God needed someone to lead the 
church forward. Whom did God select to 
build up the church? He chose someone 
who was totally dedicated to tearing down 
the church, a man by the name of Saul. 
Unusual pick. 

Another example is the third of the 
Patriarchs 

- a man by the name of Jacob. 
Jacob was - to put it in 
possible way - a scoundrel.' 

a word we would use to label 
him today. A mover and a shaker. 

We see two evidences of 
when he connived brottjgr;of his 
birthright . and when he 

e is father into giving him the 
blessing meant for the oidest son, Jacob's 
brother, Esau 27). 

We see further evidence of it when 
Jacob went to live with 
his uncle Laban. After marrying both of 
Laban's daughters - Leah and Rachel -
Jacob continued to work for Laban. Jacob 
made a deal with Laban . He would keep 
all of the dark colored lambs all of the 
spotted or speckled goats and Laban 
could keep the rest of them. Laban 
agreed. But then , wheeler dealer Jacob 
devised a plan for breeding the sheep 
and goats - you can read about it in 

O by which the number'-of 
dark colored lambs and spotted or 
speckled goats greatly increased while 
the others decreased in number. So when 
he left a few years later, he ended up with 
almost all of the sheep and goats. 

Wheeler dealer. Mover and shaker. 
Scoundrel. That was Jacob. And yet, 
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Jacob became one of the key players in 
the redemptive plan of God through the 
people Israel. 

\t.-- the name by which the nation 
was called , was Jacob's name. 

is sons formed the nucleus of the 
1tribal pattern into which Israel was later 
developed. The Hebrew people are often 
spoken of as "the children of Israel." 

What was it in Jacob - scoundrel 
though he was - that enabled God to 
use him? Three ele nts: his 
his teachableness and 
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God specializes in taking people who 
are active and enthusiastic and bold and 
rash and redirecting their energies into 
His kingdom work. 

was the leader among the twelve 
disciples? ot Andrew with his behind
the-scenes-l:0w-key approach . Not 
Thomas with his conte plative stye. It 
was Peter. loud mouth, take the first 
step Peter who exemplified the style 
articulated in our day by Tom Peters, 
"Ready, fire , aim." God took the boldness 
and aggressiveness of Peter and 
redirected it into His kingdom work. 

Who was the pioneer in the Christian 
mission? Not Barnabas who was always 
encouraging others. It was Paul. 
Aggressive, zealous, whatever-you-do-l
ean-do better Paul who provided this self
description in the letter: 

'i e else e has easons to put 
confi ence in the flesh, I more . . . in 
regard to the law Pharisee; as for zeal, 
persecuting the church; as for legalistic 
righteousness, faultless" ~F.?hil. 3:4-6). 

God took that zealous dedication and 
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hyper-activity of Paul and redirected it into 
His kingdom work. 

And He did the same for Jacob. 
God used Jacob's by which 

he §lole a blessing from his father to later 
a blessjng for the Hebrew people. 

' God used Jacob's temerity by which 
he got what he wanted to later obtain for 
the people of Israel what they needed. 

God does not erase the characteristics 
of our lives or of our 
personality. Instead, He simply 
them and energizes them with His Spirit 
and then uses them for His plan. 

He did not reject Jacob's boldness. He 
used it for His kingdom. 

His Teachableness 

What was it in Jacob that enabled God 
to use him? Second , his teachableness. 

One of the most obvious factors in the 
Jacob story is that he was a work in 
progress. He developed as the story of 
his life unfolded. He was teachable. 

The early Jacob who was the master 
of instant was eplace 
the later Jacob who was the model of 
delayed - working fourteen 
years for the privilege of marrying his 
beloved Rachel. 

The early Jacob who did not care what 
his brother thought was replaced the 
later Jacoo who bowed down to his 
brother seven times to demonstrate his 
deep desire to be reunited with him. 

The early Jacob who could have cared 
less about God was replaced by the later 
Jacob who refused to let the angeJ go 
until He had received God's blessing. 

The early Jacob who tried to 
manipulate everyone around him to fulfill 
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his own desires was replaced by the later 
Jacob who everyone around him to fulfill 
the desires of God. 

Jacob was teachable. He learned from 
every experience of life. 

Tne most important factor in the life of a 
person whom God uses is what we know 

what we are willing to learn. 
When 1Y'ogi Berra showed up at Yankee 

Stadium in 194 7, he was slow and small. His 
throwing was wild . Once, firing to second 
base, he hit his pitcher in the chest. Yet, Yogi 
eventually became one of baseball's greatest 
players, winning MVP honors three times and 
setting eighteen World Series records. What 
was his secret? One of his peers suggested 

· that the key to his 
success was that new how to learn. 

That was Jacob's secret as well. He 
developed as the story of his life unfolded . He 
was teachable. 

His Tenacity 

And then , a third factor -- his tenacity . He 
simply would not give up until he had reached 
his goal. 

This characteristic is demonstrated at 
several points in his life, but no where more 
clearly than in his passionate pursuit of 
Rachel . 

When Jacob first saw Rachel, it was love 
at first sight. Laban, Rachel's father, 
promised Jacob he could marry Rachel if he 
would work for him for seven years. So Jacob 
worked for seven years and the biblical writer 
says, like only a few days to 
hi Because his love for 

When the seven years were up, they had 
the wedding . Jacob and Rachel or so he 
thought. But the next morning, Jacob looked 
at his beautiful bride, and behold it was Leah ! 
Not beautiful Rachel but older sister, weak
eyed Leah ! 

Jacob and Rachel is what he wanted . 
Jacob and Leah is what he got. 
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Laban explained that Leah was older and 
it would not have been proper to let Rachel 
get married before Leah and yes , Jacob 
could still marry Rachel , but he would have to 
work for her for another seven years . Which 
he did. Fourteen years of hard labor for the 
hand of the woman he loved-that's tenacity . 

What does it take to be used by God? 
What is the one element most needed in a 
Christian ? The answer tenac ity. 
Perseverance. 

Why? Because the greatest problem in 
the church today is that we have too many 
Christians who give too do 't 
h . ave ten3/1ty.6"o~~ 

worked on his treatise about 
the universe for 36 years before it was 
published because of. his commitment to 
science. 

Wilma Rudolph overcame pol io, 
pneumonia, scarlet fever, braces, and poverty 
to become the fastest woman in the world 
because of he-r commitment to winning 

Randy Travis overcame ten years of 
failure , auditioning for and being turned down 
by every record producer in Nashville to 
become one of the most popular country 
singers of our time oecause of his 

music. 
In each case, the key to success was the 

same element that enabled Jacob to be used 
by God -tenacity. How committed are we to 
the cause of God? Enough to stay at the task 
until we come to the end of the road? Or do 
we give up when the going gets tough? 

Conclusion 

What kind of person does God use? A 
man with a speech impediment to be His 
spokesman . A boy with a slingshot to fight a 
giant. Someone who wanted to tear down the 
church to build up the church . A scoundrel to 
be the namesake for His people. 

And you and 
Odd choices, 
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Odd Choices 
Genesis 25: 27-34 (NASS) 

27 When the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful 
hunter, a man of the field, but Jacob was a peaceful 
man, living in tents. 
28 Now Isaac loved Esau, because he had a taste 
for game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 
29 When Jacob had cooked stew, Esau came in 
from the field and he was famished; 
30 and Esau said to Jacob, "Please let me have a 
swallow of that red stuff there, for I am famished." 
Therefore his name was called Edom. 
31 But Jacob said, "First sell me your birthright." 
32 Esau said, "Behold, I am about to die; so of what 
use then is the birthright to me?" 
33 And Jacob said, "First swear to me"; so he swore 
to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 
34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew; 
and he ate and and rose and went on his way. 
Thus Esau despised his birthright. 

Introduction: 
> God makes some odd choices: 

Moses, David, Saul and Jacob. 
> Jacob was a "wheeler dealer:" 

He took Esau's Birthright. 
He took advantage of Laban. 

What was it in Jacob that enabled God to use him? 

I. His Temerity 
> God sometimes chooses those who are rash or 

reckless : 
Simon Peter, Paul and Jacob. 

II. His Teachableness 
> Jacob learned from every experience in life. 

III. His Tenacity 
> Jacob would not give up until he reached his 

goal -- to marry Rachael. 
> Application: Too many Christians give up too 

soon. 
> Examples of Tenacity: Copernicus, Wilma 

Rudolph, Randy Travis. 

Conclusion: God makes some odd choices: 
Moses, David, Paul, Jacob; 

And you me. 
Odd Choices! 
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Vacation Bible School will be held from 6:30 to 
8:30 PM June 1-5. The theme is StarQuest: A 
Galactic Good News Adventure. Classes are 
planned for all age groups, including adults. 
Child care is available for children under three 
years of age. Youth class is for students who 
have completed grades 6, 7, and 8. Older youth 
will serve as workers in the school. Adult classes 
are designed to involve parents who bring their 
children to the school, as well as regular mem
bers. Invite your unchurched friends to bring 
their children and join you! 

Items Needed for VBS: 
>Large coffee, >Buttons, all sizes, 

large and small colors 
I >Baseball-style caps >Shoe boxes 

>Baby food jars >Plastic jewels 
I with lids. >Tall glass spice jars 

>Tubes from toilet tis- >Thread Spools 
sue & paper towels >Margarine tubs 

\ >Tall olive jars >Button-up shirts 

Another Work 
for MAY 

Saturday, May 30, is is next work day 
help complete remodeling on the N. 

Chadbourne buildings. Work will begin 
AM, and end at 5 PM. Plan come f o r a ll 
or of the day. Sign up next Sunday o r 
call church office, 655-4101 , 
spond. A sandwich lunch will be served. 

MARCH FOR JESUS 
Saturday, May 30 

Meet at the RiverStage 

Rally - 9:30 March - 10:00 
<><><><><><><> 

Invite your friends to join you!! 

WANTED: 
FBC Members from 1927-28 

During the June 14 Groundbreaking ceremony, we 
want to honor those who were members of the church 
or Sunday School when the Center Wing was built. 
If you know anyone who lives in the San Angelo area 
who was a member of the Sunday School or church 
in '27-'28, please contact the church office. 



Rainy Bailey 
Randall Green 

May20 
Audry Burk 
Shayla Davis 
Debra Johnston 

May21 
Marlin Brown, Jr. 
Brandon Dyson 

May22 
William Barker 
Cindy Downs 
James Heyman 
Noemi Jimenez 

May23 
Denny Fulks 
Jody Jett 
Sally Morris 
Kerry Peacock 
Norma Pecina 

May24 
Eric Bryan 
Ruth Hillyer 
A. J. Kennemer 

Gladys Donham 

WH. Raiborn 
Minnie San Miguel 
Vicki Terrill 

Ada Young 
Glenn Youngblood 

Patty Joplin 
Marguerite McCain 
Judy Murray 
Orline Taylor 

Terry Smith 
Phillip Walker 
Marilyn Walker 
Vikki White 

Carrie McGowen 
Jackie Yates 

ER CALENdAR 
Albert Camacho, HI 
Wanda Cartwright (Mrs. David), Philippines 
May Clermont (Mrs. Dennis), Nigeria 
Dennis Connell, Japan 
Sharon Favazza (Mrs. Patrick), Indonesia 
Alana Greenwich (Mrs. Donald), Brazil 
Danette High (Mrs. Thomas, Jr.), 
Michael Jones, France 

. . ff/ 
Leech J. Mar in), I donesia 

Mart a Rees rs. Carl), Honduras 
Susan Thompson (Mrs. William) Taiwan 
Susan Tidwell, Mali 
Retired: 
Lester Bell, South Brazil 
Ruth Ann Bruffey (Mrs. Clifford), US 
Cherry Chang, CA 
Wayne Eurich, CA 
Jack Ford, Gaza 
John McGee, Nigerian 
Lorene Tilford, Taiwan 

SyMpATlty 
Sincere sympathy is extended to those who have lost 
loved ones: 
Rena Beam, in the loss of her sister, Eula Nabors; 

Vicky & Steve Trusdle, her aunt; Michael & 
Lucas Trusdle, their great aunt; 

Mattie Wigley, in the loss her her brother; Kay and 
Darrell Smith, her uncle; 

Arlene Cobb, in the loss of her brother, Joe Her
rington; 

Pat & Jennie Williams, in the loss of his mother, 
Alma Williams; Edward & Lena Williams, their 
grandmother. 
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206 Jo Johnson 
107 Erin Vaught and baby girl -

Lindy Jordan Vaught 

AGAPE Youth 
Van Baldwin (son of friends of Bill & Judy Ireland) 
Madeline Barrows 
Nat & Elaine Bettis 
James Bicken 
Misty Boudreau 
Leslie Boulter (daughter-Cheryl & Larry Edgington) 
Merle Breazeale 
A.D. Brown (Father-Alan Brown) 
Houston & Evelyn Burk (Shirley Heyman's brother 

and sister-in-law) 
Keith Butler 
Iamo Chandler 
Johnnye Clay 
Celestia Connell 
Rudy Cueller (Danny & Janelle Montez's nephew) 
Christine Davis (Sister-Robert & Modelle Thurman) 
Hayden Davis (brother-Joy Strother) 
Willis Finn (Judy Ireland's father) 
Roseann Fuson 
James & Shirley Heyman 
Thelma Holloway 
Bo Hunt 
Larry and Joy Johnson 
Margaret & Stanley Jordan 
Toni Kennedy's mother (for salvation) 
Ray Kotrla 
Violet Laughlin 
Dale & Kimberly Ledbetter 
J. D. and Melba Lock 
Steve & Debbie McCord 
Ed McDonald 
Charles and Leora Middlekauf 
Mission San Angelo 
D.D. & Jane Moorehead 
Bertha Morbit 
National, State, County & City Officials 
Brandon Oaks and family 
Janice Palmeri (sister-Peggy Jordan) 
Nancy Patterson 
Sissy Phillips 
Mary Nell Reasoner 
Christine Scott 
Marvin Spiker (Father-Judy Farris) 
David and Janey Thompson 
VBS 
VISION 2000 
Squirrel Williams 
Sandra Witte (cousin-Vicky Gray) 
PRAYER LINE REQUESTS 
Melissa Gill 




