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ISAAC--A LESSON ON HUMILITY 

SCRIPTURE: Genesi s 22:7-9 

INTRO: FROM THE MOMENT HE HUMBLY SUBMITTED 
FATHER AS A SACRIFICE TO GOD UNTIL 

YEARS, ISAAC I S THE OLD TES-
TAMENTS GREATEST LESSON ON HUMILITY . 

IN PASSING FROM ABRAHAM TO ISAAC, WE SEEM 
TO BE PASSING A MOUNTAIN TORRENT TO A STAG
NANT POOL. WE COME FROM THE RUNNING INTO THE 
REST, FROM THE HURRY INTO THE HUSH, FROM THE 
SOUND INTO THE SILENCE. ABRAHAM IS THE FATHER, 
AND ISAAC IS THE SON. YET I T IS FROM THE SON THAT 
WE LEARN THE GREATEST LESSON ON HUMILITY. 

MANY A MAN HAS BEEN GREAT IN THE WINTER 
BLAST AND FRETTED IN THE PRESENCE OF THE SUMMER 
SHOWER. MANY A MAN HAS BORNE HIS IN PUBLIC 
WITH SPLENDID MAGNANIMITY SUNK BENEATH IT IN 
THE SILENCE OF HIS OWN ROOM. A MAN IN PUB
LIC HAS AN ADMIRABLE COMMAND OF XEMPER, WHO YET 
IN THE PRECINCTS OF HIS HOME IS A BULLY AND A 
TYRANT . MANY A MAN IS THE SOUL OF RY TO 
STRANGERS, AND THE ESSENCE OF RUDENESS TO HIS 
WI FE AND FAMILY . WHY IS THIS? 

THE ANSWER IS, ONE HAS HUMILITY AND THE 
OTHER HAS NOT. 

THE LIFE OF ISAAC IS A LESSON ON HUMILITY. 
A LESSON THAT IF HEEDED WILL MAKE BOTH US AND 
OUR LORD ATTRACTIVE TO THOSE ARO UND US . 

I 

HUMILITY 

I . ACKNOWLEDGES LIFE AS A OF GOD 
--Gen:17:19a "And God said,' Sarah thy wife s hal l 

bear thee a s on i ndeed; and t hou :. s halt call 
his n ame I s aac." 

- - NOTE: Born to believing parents in the i r 
old age, Isaac himself was a testimony t hat 
life is a gift of God. When nature and human 
wisdom said he could not be born to Abraham 
and Sarah, God gave Isaac as a g i ft. Doubt
lessly as far back as he could remember he 
had heard his parents tell the story of his 
near miracu lous b irth. This s e rved as the 



basis of his belief that life is a gift of 
God. This reverential respect for life as 
God's gift is seen t hroughout his life. 

--NOTE: I think you w· 1 find that in the 
Bible ach life has one t pical incident-
one which in smal compass expresses 
the who le essence of the character. P er 
is typified by his sea-walking--his alternate 
moments o f buoyanc y and sinki ng. 
epitomised in his rest on the bosom of Jesus . 
Paul is summed up in his voyage--tossed 
betwe en the intellectual waves o f As i a a nd 
Europe . Elijah is typed in his chariot of 
fire. David is photographed sweeping the 
strings o f the harp·. A raham has his keynote 
in the command to leave his country for a 
larger country--for the c i tize nship of t he 
wor l d. Isaac too h s hist ical incident, 
the event which sums up his who l e life. What 
is that? It is the sacrifice of Mount Moriah. 
As a mere incident it would have little 
signi f i cance; its importance lies in the act 
that it reveals his belief that life is a 
gift o f God. And as a gift of God, life 
should rest in His hands, to be given o r 
taken a ccording to His wi l l. 

His Abraham has bound him there 
i n the be lief that heave n had commande d i t. 
But you will miss the point if you imagine 
that the attitude of Isaac is that of a mere 
v icti m. It is that of humble acquiescence. 
He does not understand the wisdom of the act 
any more than his fathe r understands it. 
What he does understand is that life is a 
gi ft o f God and t hat as a gift i t must not 
be c lung t o s e lfi s hly. The obedience is 
with him a voluntary deed, a surrender of 
will . In the deepest sense, Isaac has 
bo und t o t he a l tar . 

is God's gift to you do 
with that life is your gift to God. 

--APPLY : (1) Every is a gift of God .. . 
(Parents duty) (2 ) Life itself is a gift of 
God. We must be than ful for it and use it 
wisely ... (3) Our loved ones are a gift of 
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God. We must thank God for them and o t be
grudge God' s taking them from us . "The Lord 
giveth and the Lord taketh Ble ssed be 
the name of the Lord. " (Job 1: 21) 

II. MAINTAINS PEACE 
--Genesis 26:19-22 
--NOTE: Arrogance and pride would have said, 

"We dug these wells with our own hands. The y 
are our wells and we shall go to war to pre
serve them! " 

But humility placed a higher price on 
peace than a water well or two. And so 
Isaac's men dug a third well "and for that 
(well) they strove not" (Gen. 26:22). 

Some might look on this as a sign of 
weakness. It was rather an evidence of 
strength. Withholding one's anger, refusing 
to insist on one's own rights always requires 
more strength than doing battle over every 
water hole that comes along ... 

What was Isaacs reward for exemplifying 
such an attitude? (vs. 24 READ. 

--NOTE: Isaac's magnanimous and humble spirit 
made his enemies his friends. (vss. 2 6-30) . 

Seeing they wanted to be friends, Isaac 
gave a feast for them, and they worked out a 
covenant of peace together. In doing so, 1 

Isaac won a victory of nonresistance against 
a former enemy. During this, the most 
successful period of his long life, he was 
no longer subordinate to his father or 
but clever and capable in his own right. 

--ILLUS: Have you ever thought of it, that 
only the smaller birds sing? You never 
heard a note from the eagle in all your life, 
nor from the turke , nor from the ostrich. 
But you have heard from the canary, the wren, 
and the lark. The sweetest music comes from 
those Christians who are small in own 
estimation and the Lord. 

III. ACCEPTS DIFFICULTIES GRACIOUSLY 
--Genesis 2 6: 34-35 (READ) (vs. 35 "Who made life 

bitte r for Isaac and Re be kah") 
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--NOTE : There is a remarkable passage in the 
to the in which it is stated 

t h a t J esus'suffered outside the camp.' I 
take the idea to be that the 
ca tai n are greater when they are unappre
ciate d by the army--when they have to be 
borne in the silence of his own breast. 

The life of Isaac is from beginning to 
a suffering in private--of acce 

di fficulti e s graci ous ly. His was that form 
of sacrifice which does not show, which wins 
no r e putation for heroism. But it is because 
o f this that it had a value all its own. 
sacrifices of Abraham were made in public for 
all to see. The sacrifices of Isaac came 
from the unaided heart. They were the pro
duct of an unassisted will. They were the 
revealing of private sentiments, of strength 
exhibited in seclusion. 

In Isaac we have the im ression not of 
hearin but of overhearing . seem to be 
listening to a beautiful sin er who imagines 
himself unheard. He is like an artist paint
ing in the firm belief that none will ever 
s ee his work. We bow reverentl before the 
evidence of unconstrained devotion, of pure 
l ove that imparted stre ngth to accept life's 
difficulties graciously. 

--NOTE: New famil sorrows awaited Isaac. 
which occurred probably forty 

or fifty years before his death, is mentioned 
the first time in the po ignant scene with his 
most promising son, Jacob. sau 
women from idolatrous races of Canaan, and 
"they made life bitter for Isaac and Rebekah" 
(Gen. 26:35). Isaac acce ted these 
tie s graciously, 
about them . he be an to 

promi sing son, Jacob. While Es a u was i n 
field hunting One With 

help of his mother, impersonated 
_2Iess, manner and oice and went in to his 
fathe r and asked that he bestow the family 
blessin g upon him. The powe r inherent in 
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the spoken word of the blessing, plus the 
birthright received earlier, now gave Jacob 
all of the rights of the first-born son 
over Esau. 

The trickery was achieved because of 
Isaac's trusting nature. Before he realized 
it, the blessing was now Jacob's and not 
Esau's. 

Loving father and husband that he was, 
Isaac could have despaired because of the 
deception practiced upon him by his wife 
and son. It was too late to retract what 
he had done, and so he accepts the heartache 
graciously. 

--HOW CAN I ACCEPT LIFE'S DIFFICULTIES 
GRACIOUSLY? 
By of God. (II Car. 12:9-10) 
11 he said unto me, My is sufficient 
for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather 
glory in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. Therefore take 
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses 
for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then 
am I strong. 11 

--ILLUS: No preacher in America has moved his 
generation more deeply than Dr. George W. 
Truett of Dallas, Texas. His simple eloquence 
mightily moved great congregation. 

Few, indeed, knew the personal tragedy 
in his life that led him into deeper conse
cration and became the secret of his power. 
The story is told in his biography by his 
son-in-law, Dr. Powhatan W. James. 

As a younger man Dr. Truett went out 
hunting on one occasion with s ome friends. 
Truett's shotgun discharged accidentally 
and wounded his closest friend, a Chief of 
Police. While the wounded man lingered 
between life and death, young Truett, together 
with his whole congregation, interceded for 
the life of the friend who had been shot. 
Nevertheless, soon after, Truett saw his 
friend die. 
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In time by God's grace he foun .. 
strength to return to his pulpit ... then 
came the J. Frank Norris fundamentalist 
controversy that threatened to divide 
Southe rn Baptists ... Truett maintained a 
gracious and loving spirit ... Years after 
his death in a store room in the church 
was found a barrell of telegrams delivered 
to him each Sunday morning just before he 

the pulpit. 

IV. GLORIFIES THE COMMONPLACE 
--Genesis 26:18 (READ) 
--NOTE: Is this the occu ation of a hero? It 

does not seems so. This is a most common
place work in the world. _ Nowhere to my mind 
does his character shine out so resplendent 
as in this commonplace passage . h 

- offers himself, as a sacrifice, to his fathe-1: 
braham is dead, but his 

- lives. 
It is not often that a new generation 

aims at g generation that as 
passed away. We are all apt to have a 

it for the wells which our 
fathers have dug--to feel how much better 
our workmanship would have been. But here 
is a man on fire with the l ove o f yesterday! 
His whole aim is to lorif the past--even 
at his own e xpense. He disclaims ori inality 
for his workmanshi p. e says, 'These well 
were made by my father; I have no credit in 
their construction; I am only restoring 
work which he did, and which after his 
death the Philistines undid.' There is 
something very grand in the self-effacement 
impli ed in the wor s 'He called them b 
the names which his father Abraham h ad 
called them . 11• What made Isaac disc m 

was his humility . 
Everywhere Isaac appears, he emer es 

as a secondar character, second to his 
eminent father, braham, s econd to his 
beautiful and clever wife, Rebekah, second 
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to his aggressive son Jacob. Wherever he 
confronts any of these, he is standing on 
the lines an eas oin ieldin 

humble character. 
d et Isaac lorifies the commonplace. 

He is unforgettable, because he is the onl 
one of the three great patriarchs who 
resents the level of ordinary 
w om t e avera e person can best iden 
The plain, unassuming Isaac therefore gives 
a very human aspect to the patriarchal saga. 

When Abraham dominates him, as is so often 
the case of a great father who produces a 
less conspicuous son, when Rebekah over
shadows him, when Jacob takes advanta e of 
him, Isaac remains the humble affectionate, 
believing, faithful character 
in a drama acted out by these three decisive 
ones. 

Amid all the demands, the counterplots, 
the strife, and the stratagems in which he 
fou d himself, Isaac continued to Iook to 

as the s o urce of ev ry blessing in his 
on life. Not as outwardly as 
his father, who was described as "the friend 
of God," he was nevertheless a prayerful 
man filled with faith. 

One of Isaac's other was 
that he never stooped to 
others took advantage of 
say, he remained the channel for God's 

goodness to hi s f amily. 
Even toward his half- brother Ishmael by 

Abraham's concubine, Hagar, Isaac showed no 
enmity, though they were separated in their 
formative years because his mother, Sarah, 
objected to Isaac being raised beside the 
child of her husband's concubine. But when 
Abraham died, again Isaac showed brotherly 
co-operation with Ishmael. 

For the differences o their youth, 
went to ether to bur _ their 
beside Isaac's mother, Sarah. ¼&a-ac 

was now the second patriarch of his people, 
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Ishmael was the first patriarch of 
the d e s e rt tribes o f Arab, a n are a known 
as Arabia. 

CON : Second street is the first street in 
America. According to R. L. Polk & Co., 
publishers of city directori es, Second 
Street is the most common street name in 

country. Park Street is in second 
p l ace . Third Street is third, Fourth is 
fourth, Fifth is fifth, Main i s sixth. 
First Street?--it's seventh. 

Our Saviour said, "For whosoever 
exalteth himself shall be abased; and he 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted" 
(Luke 14: 11) . 
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