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Malcolm Forbes wrote a book in 1990 
entitled What to Their Kids? It 
was a book about the children of the rich 
and famous. The thrust of the book was 
ffiat the children of the rich and famous 
do not always urn out rich and famous. 
Many of them have difficulty coping with 
the ceiebrity of their parents. 

The twenty-seven year old son of 
President John Quincy Adams committed 

Of Winston Churchill 's four adult 
children , one inherited his prominence 
and three troubled lives. 

The son of Albert Einstein had a 
nervous breakdown and spent most of his 
I years in an institution . 

The son of Edward G. Robinson died 
as the result of a life long problem with 
alcohol. 

The list goes on and on. Being the son 
or aaughter of a famous person is not 

sy. 

Discussing the problem faced by 
children of prominent people, Paul Harvey 
explained that "it is not so much a matter 
of 'neglect' as the fact that the children of 

the famous are never, themselves, 
He added that sons and 

daughters of the famous have as their 
privilege "ever to be a pronoun,. never to 
be a noun." 

better understanding of this 
phenomenon described by Harvey 
will give us a place to stand as we 
the life of Isaac. Isaac, whose story is told 
primarily in - not only had 
a father; he also had a famous 
son. In fact, his is seen 
primarily in his relationships to these two. 

Who was Isaac? He was the on of 
who was the father of God's 

people. And , he was the father of 
who's new name provided the 

a e for the nation, and who's sons . 
provided the structure for the nation. 

came to be known as Israel. The 
twelve tribes of Israel were named after 
Jacob's sons. 

f Who was Isaac? He was the son o 
He was the father of Jaco 

And yet, Isaac stands in the list of the 
Patriarchs of Israel, our faith-fathers. 
Read the unfolding story of God's 
redemptive work in the book of Genesis 
and you see Jacob, Joseph, 
and Isaac. 
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Isaac's name is included in the list. His 
is lso a of aac 

teaches us an important lesson about 
being a part of the people of faith. He 
teaches us there is a place in the 
people of faith even for the la t and the 
least 

star complex - the world 's 
practice of recognizing the importance of 
only the great and the glitzy - has 
invaded the 

e certainly profile 
cnristians, those multi-talented 
individuals who give to the 
work of God. But we also need the army 
of the and 
sometimes anrecognized Christians who 
make their own contribution to the work of 
God. 

We need Abraham and Jacob to play 
out their role in the unfolding story of 
God. We also need Isaac teaches 
us there is a place in the people of faith 
even for the last and the least. 

esus ·nustrated that truth in a 
parable. o you remember the parable 

talents? Matt. 
Th kingdom o Jesu aid, "is 

on a who calle 
entrusted his property to 

e one talent . o 
not two alents o the other one 

alent. A talent was a sum of money. 
owever, becaase the amount of money 

was apparently commensurate with the 
ability of the one to whom the money was 

iven, we have of 
these three servants as a 1ve talent 
servant, a two talent servant, and a one 
talent servant. 
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Later, the master returned to receive 
an accounting for the money he had 
given. The one talent servant had been 
fearful that his talent was not big enough 
to earn any money, so he hid it and did 
nothing. The master condemned him. 

ut notice the response of the two 
talent servant and the five talent servant. 
They both talents to wor . Both 
doubled their investment, the five talent 
servant earning five more, and the two 
talent servant earning two more. 

Both received the same 
commendation from the master. Both 
were blessed. Both were called faithful 

Why? 
Because in the kingdom of God the 

important thing not what we have but 
what we do with what we have. e two 
talent and the five talent servant 
- and even the one talent servant had he 
used the talent he - can make 
equal contribution to the kingdom of God 

he parable of Jesus makes the same 
point presented by the life of Isaac. There 
is a place in the people of faith even for 
the last and the least. 

that truth in a picture. 
o you remember he called the 

c urch i 2 . He referred to 
the church brist 

What a graphic picture! 
The body is made up of all kinds of 

parts, different parts, significant parts 
which we cannot live without and less 
significant parts which nevertheless 
contribute to the healthy functioning of the 
body. 

Paul imagined different parts of the 
body talking to each other, the eye saying 
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to the hand, ' " and the 
saying to the feet, ' ·- -

Paul said. has 
ombined the membe f tbe body and 

has given greater the parts that 
lacked it, so that there should be no 

body, but t t parts 
should have egual concern for each 
other" (:1 Cor 12:24-26). 

And then Paul added this phrase: 
of Christ, and 

each one of you is a part of it' ( Cor. 
2:27.). 

Do you hear the message? It is the 
same message presented in His 
parable, the same message illustrated in 
the life of Isaac. There is a place in the 
people of faith even for the last and the 
least. 

depicted that truth in a 
warning. Do you remember the too
close-to-home depiction of how we treat 
people in the churc 

James said, 'a ma 
comes into our meeting wearing a gold 

an ine clothes, and a poor man i 
clothes also comes · you 

shows ecia ttention to the man wearing 
fine loJhes and say, 'Here's a good seat 
f r ou,' bu s y to the poor man 'You 

nd her ' or 'Sit on the f oor by 
eet,' have not discriminated among 
ourselves and become judges with evil 

thoughts?" (James 
Then, in 9, James added, "If 

show favoritism, you sin and are 
convicted by the law as lawbreakers." 

o favoritism in church for the 
super rich , for the super cool, for the 
super talented. 
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was James saying? Same 
message demonstrated in the life of 
Isaac. Same message illustrated in the 
parable of Jesus. Same message 
captured in the picture of Paul. Same 
message. There is a place in the people 
of faith even for the last and the least. 

Conclusion 

at Williams, the eneral manager of 
the Orlando professional basketball team, 
spoke at a convention where a business 
woman from Gainesville, Georgia, 
handed him her business card. The 
business card had on it the 
information tit e, aadress, and 
phone. 

But there was something else. At the 
bottom of the card was the line in special 
bold faced font: ' I'm in charge of the little 

you feel it is your lot in life to be in 
charge of the little if you beJieve 
yourself to be a part army 
anonymous nknown and 
sometime unrecognized Christians who 
make their own contribution to the work of 
God - then you need to claim Isaac as 
your patron saint. 

Isaac was not like his 
who became the father of three different 
world religions. 

Isaac was not like his son who 
became the namesake of Israel. 

Isaac was like Isaac. he teaches 
an important lesson about being a part 
the people of faith. He teaches us there 

is a place io the of faith even for 
the and the least. 

And for you. And for me. 


