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A FAMILY 

Genesis 12:3 (God to Abram) "In thee shall 
all families of the earth be blessed." 

INTRO: GOD INTENDS THAT OUR FAMILIES BE 
BLESSED AND BE A BLESSING ... 

I. SECURITY 
--Prov. 4:3 "I was my father's son, tender 

and only bel_oved in the sight of my mother." 
1. Baby is abruptly thrust from his pre

natal security ... Soon finds security 
in family . 

--i.e. Jessica (10 mo.) and her looking 
at Charlotte for security. . . 

--i . e. Problems of insecurity later 
in life .. . Some can't help it ... 

2. During every stage of development, 
family still source of security. 

--i.e. When just married, $35.00 week-
I knew our families would be there ... 

3. In Old Age 
--i.e. This is one reason aging parents 

want children to visit--it gives them 
a sense of security in often a new 
environment filled with strangers. 

--Prov. 23:22b "Despise not thy mother 
when she is old." 

II . SUPPORT 
--Eph. 6:4b "Fathers, bring them up in the 

nurture and admonition of the Lord." 
--I Thess. 5:11 (L . B.) "So encourage each 

other to build each other just as 
you are already doing." 
1. SuQport the Personhood of Each Other 

--ILLUS: When you tear down a family 
member you are tearing down yourself. 

--APPLY: Never say, "You are stupid." 
But, ''That was not a wise choice ... 
Support the Worthy Goals of Each Other 

--i.e. Child's sports, colLege 
goals 

--i.e. Husband's/Wive' s work 



III. STABILITY 
--Gen. 2:24 "Therefore shall a man leave 

his father and mother and shall CLEAVE 
unto his wife: and they shall be ONE 
FLESH." 

--NOTE: When friendships come and go; when 
a fickle world turns on us; when dreams 
fade and life comes tumbling in FAMILY 
STILL STANDS! Family provides an abiding 
stability. 

--APPLY: When you get very old all you are 
going to have is your family--so guard it 
very well! 



Words hit as hard as a fist. 
Next time, stop and listen to what you're saying. 

You might not believe your ears. 

Take time out. Don't take it out on your kid. 
Write: National Committee for Prevention of Child Abuse, 

Box 2866E, Chicago, Illinois 60690 
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