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ABRAHAM -- A MAN OF PRAYER 

SCRIPTURE: Genesis 12• 25:10 12:1-7) 

INTRO: "Who needs to pray anyway?" Hi.story 
tells us that many great men felt the need to 
pray. 

Robert Lewis, President George Washin gton ts 
personal secretary, accidently witnessed Wash ing
ton's private devotions. The president would go 
to his library at 4:00 in the morning, open is 
Bible, read and pray. He would do this again at 
the close of the day. 

General Stonewall Jackson said, "I have so 
fixed the habit of prayer in my mind that I never 
raise a glass of water to my lips without asking 
God's ble ssings. I seal a letter without 
putting a word of p r ayer under the seal. " 

Abraham, "the fri e nd of God" and "the Father 
of Israel" was such a man of prayer. 

Again and again from Genesis 12-25 we read, 
"And there he built an altar unto the Lord." 
Or, "He drew near to God," o r "He called upon 
the name o f the Lord." 

From this gre at man of p r aye r we l e arn truths 
that ope n to us n ew avenue s o f prayer and powe r. 
And at what better time could we focus on prayer 
than in preparation f o r our Re vival in two weeks? 

A MAN OF PRAYER: 

I. IS NOT PERFECT 
Gen. 12:10-20 & 20:1-17 
NOTE: Genesis 12 4)(READ) 

It was where God had appeared to him that 
Abram built an altar. Until God appears to 
a man, man doe s not on his own initi ative 
offe r Him his all. But the day God mee ts 
him, that day God has h i s life . Abram kne w 
little of the doctrine of consecration, nor 
had he been urged by others to consecrate 
himself. But Abram had seen God, and so he 
built his altar, a nd prayed. (Nee , Sept. 3r d) 



But Abraham was not a perfect man. 
APPLY: We tend to feel that be f ore a person can 
become a man or woman of prayer they must be a 
"great sai nt. " We have the order in reverse. 
Before a person can become a "great saint" they 
must first be come pe rson o f prayer. 

was certainly not perfect. He had a 
pagan background. Some scholars tell us 
that even though Abraham's father was sincere, 
he was a moon worshipe r. So Abraham had a long 
way to go in his re latio n with God. Yet he was 
a man of prayer. 
l.Sarah and Pharaoh 
- -Gen. 12:10-20 (Summarize) 
--NOTE: In these ancient times, when travel was 

hazardous, it seems that a husband's life meant 
more t han his wife' s honor. 

2.Sarah an Abimelech 
--Gen . 20:1- 17 (summarize ) READ vs . l-4a, 9,11 
3.Hagar and Ishmael 
--Ge n. 16:1-2 
4.Laughter at the Promise of a Son 
--Gen. 17:15-1 7 
--APPLY: Abraham was not a perfect man. But he 

was a man o f prayer . The difference we s e e 
bet ween Abraham in his earlier years and his 
late r ye ars i s t he diffe r ence praye r made over 
a period o f 

Such a difference can be realized in your life 
and i n mine--throug h praye r. Begin today making 
p rayer a habit. Don't wait until you think you 
a r e good e nough ... 

I I. IS A PEACEMAKER 
NOTE: No man of prayer is ever a trouble maker . . . 
Ge n . 13: 1-9 (READ vs. 5-9) 
NOTE: To Abram, newly returned from his mis
guided venture to Egypt, how precious must h ave 
s eeme d the land which God had given h im ! Now 
however he was to learn an i mportant new lesson, 
namely, not to grasp at its possession. "But 
surely," he might have reasoned, "so precious a 
g i ft ought t o be s e ized and held fast at a ll 
costs!" And so do we reason when God gives us 
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His gifts. But Abram saw that he must 
quish his grip. His nephew Lot s hou l d be 
given first choice of all he wanted. 

This is a lesson we must all learn. Can 
we trust God to keep for us what He has given , 
never laying hold on it ourselves in our 
natural desire for possession? What God 
gives, he gives! We need not struggle to re 
tain it. Indeed if we grasp it fearfully a nd 
hold on, we may risk losing it. Only 
we have let go in committal to Him b ecomes in 
fact really ours (Nee, Jan. 13th). 
NOTE: Jesus said, "Blessed are the Peace
MAKERS." We must make peace happen. We 
"drift" into war, but we must "work" for 
peace. So ction is required to 
maintain the peace. took such action. 

and action are not incompatible . 
Gen. 14:1-16 (summarize (READ vs. 14-16 
NOTE: Abram had been right to leave the mat
ter of possessions with God, but he would have 
been quite wrong at the same time to have 
dismissed Lot from his love and concern. In 
this he was a true Before going 
out to pursue the kings he had won the victory 
in his own spirit. How easy to have nursed a 
grievance against his self-seeking kinsman! 
At the very least his attitude to the calam
ity might justly have been "I told you s o!" 
But no, a grievance is no basis for victory . 
In all such circumstances we too must first 
win the battle in our own hearts. Is the 
man my brother? Then however he may have 
wronged or injured me, for the Lord's sake as 
a peace maker I must love him, pray for h im , 
moblize my forces to his aid (Nee, July 15). 

[II. CLAIMS THE PROMISES OF GOD 
Gen. 15:6 (READ) 
Gal. 3:6 "Even as Abraham believed God, a nd 
it was accounted to him for righteousne ss ." 
(KJV) 
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1. The promise of the Birth of a Son 
Gen . 18:1-15 READ vs 
NOTE: Something happened to Abraham between 
Ge nesis 17:17 (when he laughed at the an-

nouncement of a son) and Genesis 18:15 (when 
Abraham reprimanded Sarah for laughing at God's 
promise). He had learned to claim the promises 
of God. He was 99 years old and he did not 
know how God could fulfill such a promise, but 
in faith he claimed it. 

2.The Promise of Fathering A Great Nation 
--Gen. 12: 2a "I will make of thee a great nation." 
--Gen. 22:1-2 (READ) 
--NOTE: "And it came to pass after these things, 

that God did tempt Abraham." He tempted him in 
the same way in which he tempts or tries you 
and me. God never tempts anyone to do evil, for 
"God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man." But he does tempt us to 
do good. He try us to see what is in our 
heart. 

God had been testing Abraham's faith all 
through his life; but now came the supreme test, 
the end of his probation. God would find out 
in this trial if Abraham really feared him and 
believed in him. 

Evening in the Near East is always the de
lightful time of day. Abraham sits before the 
black tents meditating on the past, the way 
God has led him, thinking of the future and of 
the great promises that 
When he looks up to the star-spangled sky he 
remembers what God had said: "Look now toward 
heaven, and tell stars, if thou be able to 
number them .... So shall thy seed be." For a 
long time Abraham had wondered how that would 
come to pass, for the years were go i ng by, and 
both he and Sarah were declining into old age. 
And then the wonderful thing happened, and Isaac , 
the Child of the Promise, through whom these 
great predictions were to be fulfilled, was : 
born. 

What a word this is that Abraham now hears 
God spe aking to him! It was not concerning the 
starlike multitude who should constitute his 
seed. 
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Not the fulfillment of the promise, but its 
multipl i cation o f his 

seed, but its 
It must have s e emed to Abraham as if t he 

earth yawned and reeled beneath his feet, as 
if the very stars, which were the symbol o f 
t he greatness and multitude o f the future 
blessing, were fal ling out o f heave n. 

When the morning came Abraham had fought 
his battle through and was ready t o do God's 
will. He told Sarah and Isaac that he was go
ing afar off to Mount Moriah t o make an of
fering. Like every boy, he was eager for a 
trip wi th his father. What man here today 
cannot remember the thrill he had when his 
father took him on a trip, and how he could 
hardly slee p the n i ght befor e in eager and 
r e stle ss anticipation. So it was with Isaac 
that morning. 

On the third day they saw on the horizon 
the dim outline of the mountains about the 
J e rusalem of a l ater age, and s oon they wer e 
at the base o f Mo unt Moriah . Abraham told the 
servants to stay at the f oot o f the mountain 
with the ass whi le he and hi s s on went to t he 
mountain to worship. When they were halfway 
up, and we re taking one of the periodic rests, 
Isaac said to his father, "My father, .... 
Behold the fire and the wood: but where is 
the lamb f or a burnt offering? " Did ever 
f a ther he a r suc h a que stion from his s on? Did 
e ver father hide the hard truth from his 
questioning child with a more tender or more 
beautiful answer than Abraham gave there to 
Isaac: "My son, God will provide himsel f a 
lamb f or a burnt offering"? 

Isaac wondered how that c ould be ; but he 
had learne d t o trust his father and had 
l e arne d t o trust in God; so he asked no fur 
ther que stions. Together they gathered the 
stones and built the altar and put the wood in 
order upo n the altar. But still there was no 
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sign of the lamb for the offering, and Isaac 
began to wonder what it al l meant. 
Abraham told him the truth. The boy himself 
was to be the lamb for the offering. If 
this was an exhibition of supreme faith on 
the part of Abraham, how beautiful an in
stance it was of supreme faith and unquestion
ing submission the part of Isaac. But 
Isaac, whose meekness and submission are 
always a type of Christ, permitted himself t o 
be bound on the altar. Like Christ, as the 
prophet described him, "He opened not his 
mouth." 

Then Abraham seized the knife and poised 
it aloft, its silver blade flashing in the 
bright Syrian sun light. But ere the knife 
could fall, Abraham heard a voice out of 
heaven, "La not thine hand upon the lad, 
ne ither do thou anything unto him: for now I 
know thatthou fearest God, seeing thou h ast 
not withheld thy son, thine o nly son from me .' 
At that same moment Abraham saw a ram strug 
gling in the thicket, and quickly cutting the 
cords that bound Isaac, together they seized 
the and offe r e d it upon the altar. How 
gladly and the father son must 
have descended the mountain that day, and 
how pleasant to both of them was the home
ward j ourney, and how delighted they we re t o 
s e e the black tents again by the o aks o f 
Mamre and t o r e c eive the greeting of Sar ah. 

had stood the terrible test. He 
had claimed the of God ! (Macartney, 
pp• 8-9 • 

PLEADS IN BEHALF OF OTHERS 
1 . Wayward Lot 
-- Gen. 18:23-33 (Summarize) 
--NOTE: As soon as he understooa that God was 

about to execute judgment on Sodom, Abraham 
began to pray. It is most instructive to 
see how he prayed. He did not plead 
with God to spare the city. No, he based his 
a ppe a l on God's c haracte r. He laid ho l d 
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upon fact that He is a righteous God. 
secret of his prayer. In deep 

and with great earnestness he put 
to Him question after question. His 
questions were his requests, and all were 
based on the righteousness of God. 
intercession could save his kinsman because 
it was rightly God overthrew 
the cities He "delivered righteous Lot" 
(2 Pete r 2:7), because a man of prayer 
pled in his behalf. (Nee, Oct. 

2. One He Had Wronged 
Gen. 20:17 (READ) 
NOTE: It is striking evidence of the 
spiritual life this man of God that he 
could pray for children to be granted to 
others while his prayers for his own wife 
were still unanswered. He interceded for 
Abimelech, and God heard. 

He did not pray for Sarah. Now he had 
no need to. Immediately after this Isaac 
was born (Nee, Feb. 5th). 
ILLUS: The head of an insane asylum for t he 

, inebriate in New York testi£ied that those 
who were sent there by their relatives or 
neighbors or by the state simply to get rid 
of them and to restrict their liberties 
never recovered. Th ones who recovered 
were those who had some loved one, father 
or mother, or wife or child, or sister, 
praying for them. Pleading in behalf of 
others has the power to restore (Macartney, 
p. 270). 

V. PERSISTS UNTO THE END 
1. In Caring For His Loved 

Gen. & 13 
APPLY: There is something prayer 
that develops loyalty in loved ones .... 

2. In Following God's Plan 
Gen. 24 (Summarize) 
NOTE: When Isaac reached old age, after 
the death of Sarah, Abraham set about to 
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select a bride for him . Since Abraham still had 
ties wi th his family in Haran, he sent his 
trusted stewar d Eli ezer there t o find a br ide 
for Isaac . The steward was miraculously led to 
the beautiful Rebekah (Rebecca), the daughter 
of Bethuel. The steward perceived that here 
was a maiden who possessed the qualities of 
c o urage, determination , and the stamina t o move 
into a strange land. 

Hastily, arrangements were made to take 
Re b ekah a nd her maids back to Canaan. There 
Rebekah became Isaac's bride, and "he loved 
her." (Deen, pp. 9-10). 

3. In Living Life To The End 
Gen . 2 5 : 1 - 2 , 7- 8 
NOTE: It is not easy to go on when the dearest 
o n earth i s taken from us. There is the tende ncy 
to ive up--to exist and not to live. 

Abraham, a man of prayer, knew as long as 
he had life he had a life to live, a purpose t o 
fulf ill. And so he lived life to the end-vs. 8. 

CON: Hypo cri tical Prayer 

I kne lt t o pray when day was done , 
And prayed "O lord bless eve ry o ne, 

Lift from every saddened heart the pain 
And l e t t he s i ck be we l l agai n." 

And then I woke another day, 
And careless l y we nt upon my way . 

Th e whole day long I did not try 
To wipe a tear from any e ye. 

I did not try to share the load 
Of any brot her on the road. 

I d i d not even go to see 
The s ick man just next d o o r t o me . 

Yet o nce again when day was done, 
I prayed "O l ord bless e veryone." 

But as prayed, unto my ear 
Ther e c ame a voice that whispered cle a r. 
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"Pause, . hypocrite, before you pray, 
Whom have you to 
God's sweetest 
By hands which serve Him below." 

And then I hid my face and cried, 
"Forgive me, God, for I have lied. 

Let me but live another day, 
And I will live the way I pray!" 

(Tan, pp. 1043-44). 
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