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CALLED TO GREATNESS 

Scripture: Genesis 12:1-4 10:42-45 
. . 

INTRO: SUCH A LINGUIST AS CAREY 
COULD NOT LONG REMAIN UNOBSERVED BY THE BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT, WHO DESIRED TO USE HIS OF LAN -
GUAGES FOR ITS OWN PURPOSES. HONORS WERE HEAPED 
UPON HIM, BUT THE SIMPLEHEARTED, UNASSUMING MAN 
ACCEPTED ONLY SUCH POSITIONS OF INFLUENCE AS WOULD 
OPEN THE WAY FOR THE WORK SO DEAR TO HIS HEART. IN 
THE ZENITH OF HIS FAME , HIS HUMILITY WAS ONE OF HIS 
STRIKING CHARACTERISTICS. A STATE DINNER, SOME 
ENGLISH OFFICER ASKED WITH "WAS NOT YOUR 
GREAT DR. CAREY A SHOEMAKER? 1 CAREY OVERHEARD THE 
REMARK, AND QUIET SIR, 
ONLY A AUTHORITY HAD TO 
CAREY A LANDING ON HIS ARRIVAL IN INDIA. WHEN 
THIS DEVOTED , HUMBLE MAN DIED, THE GOVERNMENT 
DROPPED ALL ITS FLAGS AT HALF MAST IN HONOR OF ONE 
WHO HAD DONE MORE FOR INDIA THAN ALL HER GENERALS. 
THE BRITISH ACKNOWLEDGED WHAT 
GOD HAD KNOWN FROM THE BEGINNING -- HERE WAS A 
MAN CALLED TO GREATNESS FOR HE WAS CALLED TO 
HUMBLY SERVE OTHERS • · 

THIS SAME COMES TO YOU R 
H TS 

HE DEGREE TO WHICH YOU THE 
DEGREE TO WHICH YOU ARE GREAT IN THE EYES 

I. THE PEOPLE CALLED 
--Genesis 12:1 
--Exegesis: The people whom God called to greatness/j to 

be of special service, were Abraham and his descendants. 
They were plain ordinary people. Cut off from his 

and belonging to a family of no significance, 
Abraham migrates from Ur to Haran and i s now called to 
Canaan. Separated from h,1.s and children he is 
destined to be the father a great nation. Ordinary as . 

Abraham is called to greatne ss. 
--NOTE: Abraham Lincoln said, "God love ordinary 

people because he made so many of us . " I 



--I Cor . 2 :26 & 29 "For ye see your calling, Brethren , 
how that not many wi se men after the flesh, not many 

mighty, not many noble, are called ... that no flesh should 
glory in his presence." 

1. Are to Be a Peculiar People 
11 Peculair11 in that they are "aeiightfully 

different. 11 

(1) Who are precious to God 
Psalm 135:4 "For the Lord hath chosen Jacob unto 
himself, and Israel for his 'peculiar ' treasure." 

(2) Who are about God's work 
--Titus 2 :14 gave himself for us, that he migh 

redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto him
self a 'peculiar ' people, zealous of good works. 11 

2 . Are to Do a Particular Task 
--Gen. 12 :3b "And in thee shall all families of the 

earth be blessed." 
- - Exegesis: particular task was to be the 

human instrument through which Christ would come 
and thus II all families of the earth be blessed." 

- -Note: God has some specific task in mind for you this 
year. Some task which if you do will 
instrument thru which Christ will come to others 

S: A pastor was trying to persuade a woman to 
teach a class in the church school. She was well 
qualified and had time for it. She declined , say ing 
over and over, want to be tied to t 
Finally, the pastor had all of that he could take. He 
looked her in the eye and said, in a kindly voice, 
"You know we serve a Master who was willing to be 
nailed down to things. He was nailed the Cross." 

. -- Dwain Sylvia Booth (Indonesi_a) 

II. THE PURPOSE OP BEING CALLED 
--Gen. 12 :2 
-- Thes ordinary people were to do extraordinary 

things for this was the purpose of their being called. An 
God has a purpose for calling you. 
1. That You May Be Blessed 
--2b "I will bless thee" 

(1) By multiplying your number 
I ' 

-- 2a "I will make of thee a great nation. 11 



• 
- -Exegesis: IA.braham, man was being 

called into God's service that he might be blessed 

( 

by begatting others who would serve. 
(2) By gaining a good name 

--2c "and (I shall) make thy great." 
Great but it i s 

the unknown soldier who wins the war. 

2. That You May Be a lessing to Others 
- - 2d II And thou shalt be a blessing. 11 

ere was the teenage boy who had an 
enormous inferiority complex . He was shy, 

___ 
'shrinking-- defeated by He had himself 
ever since he was a child that he was and life 
was terrible for him. He lived in the Midwest and one 
September he went to the county fair. Now you wouldrit 
expect to get any life- changing results at a county fair, 
but you never can tell! 

The re was a woman there in exotic oriental 
who for five dollars would tell you your true 
He thought maybe she could tell him what was to becom 
of his miserable life, so he submitted himself to her 
treatment. She took his hand and said, "I a m i mpresse 
as I look at palm. There is a long life-line. You 
are going to live a long and wonderful life." 

Then the fortune teller said, " I see other lines in your 
There is one which indicates that you are a 

natural born extrovert. " 
"Oh, no, madam," the boy replied shyly , " I ' m an 

introvert." 
"As I read the mystic lines in your palm," 



the fortune teller, 11 I know you are an extrovert. 11 

The boy went out of that tent walking on air. He 
passed all the side-shows, saying to himself, 11What 
do you now? I am not an · I'm an extrovert. 
'm not · I have possibilities. I can be a bless · 

ing to others . 11 

Then he went to a religious conference for young peo 
ple, a conference that was built around real commit
ment to Jesus Christ, and this boy, who had begun to 
look at his possibilities, had a terrific spiritual 
experience, whereupon he became really changed. 

hris oo r his and the change was built 
upon the two texts: 111 can all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me" and II or , behold, the 
kingdom of God is within you. 11 

How about you? Are you going to crawl through life 
on your hands and knees piteously saying how diffi
cult everything is? Take a long look at the possi
bilities Almighty God has built into you. You will 
discover that you can do tremendous things for others. 
You will discover that you can help others to find true 

You can make people happy. 

, • 
... 

Make me a channel of blessing today, 
Make me a channel of blessing, I .pray; 
My life possessing, my service blessing, 
Make me a channel of blessing to-day. 

III. THE PROMISE MADE TO THOSE CALLED 
--Gen. 12 :3 



1 . Is a Prom i se Conditioned By Obedience 
--Gen 12:lb & 4a "Get thee out -of thy country ... So 

Abraham departed as the Lord had spoken unto him." 
-- OTE: God's promises are never unconditional. 

Here the condition is obedience. 

--ILLUS: When God gives you t he urge to serve, he 
expects you to be obedient. Multiplied destini es 
depend on it. 

The sad letter of an anguished Baptist Sunday school 
was published in a Dallas newspaper after 

President John F. Kennedy's assassination . The 
told of boy i n his Sunday school 

class whom he never reached for Christ. His name: 
Harvey Oswald, who later assassinated President 

John F. Kennedy. 
ive years a Nazarene Sunday school teacher 
Pasadena, California, what might 

> 
have happened to a dropout from his class . The 
twelve-year-old dark-skinned boy came two or three 
times, then stopped. The teacher neglected to visit 
the boy and try to bring him back. This boy's name: 
Sirhan Sirhan, who later killed Senator Robert F. Ken
nedy. 

2. Is a Promise of Greatness in God's Kingdom 
--Gen 12:2a (READ) 

Israel was great so long as she remembered that 
greatness in God's Kingdom is found in being lost to 
self in service to others. When she lost sight of 
this, thought only of and her kind, when she 
looked on others rather than compassion 
she ceased to be great. 

--Mark , (READ & RELATE) 
--NOTE: Hundreds of places of service consti tute God's 

call to greatness for you. But your call to greatness 
is a call to service. 

CON: 11 Send me a card ... 
In December of 1969, a woman from Ohio wrote a letter 

to the postmaster in Nashville, Tennessee. Enclosed was 
twenty-five cents in coin and a strange request. 



someone in Nashville use this quarter to me a 
Christmas card? 11 she wrote. 

She lived alone in She had roa rrj 
and had no near kin. forced her to quit 
her job at a laundry. She selectea Nashville because 
she was a country-music fan. For Christmas, she asked 
only that a stranger in a distant city send her a card. 

Loneliness and the need to be loved and 
to are real needs of people of all ages. 

The proud, the self-sufficient, the unconcerned, the 
uncommitted will not hear the silent lonely cry of little 
children to be taught, youth to be loved and understood 
in Christ's name, adults to be guided , and the elderly 
to be ministered 

But those whos he are yet whose 
voice of God and the cry of men 

and whos an are ready to serve will joyfully hear 
the call to greatness and gladly reply , "Here am I Lord, 
send me." 
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Called To Greatness 
Genesis 12: 1-4 

Sardis Baptist Church 
February 17, 2013 

The degree to which you respond to God's call is the 
degree to which you are great in the eyes of God. 

I. The People Called Genesis 12:1 
> The people God called to greatness were ordinary people 
> Abraham Lincoln: "God must love ordinary people because He 

made so many of us." 
-- I Cor. 26 & 29 
1. Are to be a "peculiar" people 

(1) Who are precious to God - Psalm 135:4 
(2) Who are enthusiastic about God's work-Titus 2:14 

2. Are to do a particular task Genesis 12:3b 
> God has some specific task for you to do. 

II. The Purpose of Being Called - Genesis 12:2 
> The ordinary people were to do extraordinary things for this 

was the purpose of their being called. 
1. That you may be blessed vs. 2b "I will bless three" 

( 1) By multiplying your number vs. 2a "I will make you a 
great nation" 

(2) By gaining a good name vs. 2c " make your name great" 
2. That you may be a blessing to others vs.2d "shall be a blessing" 

> Take a long look at the possibilities God has built into you. 

III. The Promise Made To Those Called-Genesis 12:3 
1. Is a promise conditioned by obedience vss. 1 b & 4a 

> When God gives you the urge to serve, He expects obedience. 
2. Is a promise of greatness in God's kingdom - vs. 12:2a 

Those whose hearts are yet compassionate, whose ears 
are tuned to the voice of God and the cry of men and 

whose hands are ready to serve will joyfully hear the call 
to greatness and gladly reply, "Here am I Lord, send 

me!" 




