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First in a series of sermons on the DOCTRINE OF MAN 

THE CREATION OF MAN 
Genesis 1 :27-31 

One of the most pressing challenges of 
our day is to determine wha it means to be 
human. The question has been answered in 
many different ways. One answer was given 
by Darwinism. According to arwin, man is 
the accidental consequence of the process of 
evolution. Marxism suggested that man is 
simply a cog in the economic machinery of 
life. Yet another answer was given by 
Freudianism. Freud proposed tha an is a 

Man is more than an accidental consequence 
of evolution or a cog in the economic 
machinery or an urge with a past. 

Where can we out what it means 
to be human? As Christians, we can turn to the 
Bible. In His Word God not only revealed 
Himself and His purpose. He also revealed to 
us where we came from, we are, why we 
are here, and we are going. 

We'll be elaborating on these biblical 
answers in this series of sermons on the 
doctrine of man. In this first message, we need 
to hear what the Bible says about what it 
means to be human. In the creation account, 
we l am that man is a 

Created Being 

In Genesis 1 :27, the Bible says, "So 
God man." The word for create in 

verse 27 is the Hebrew word This word 
is used only of God. It is always a overeign 
activity unhindered by obstacles, and it always 
describes the bringing into existence of that 
which was non-existent. Theologians refer to 
this as creation ex nihilo, out o 
nomin . of nothing, God creared man. 

/, As created beings, WE HAVE 
Man has been created, in the words of the 
Psalmist, " little than the heavenly 

" (Ps. 8:5). Our value comes not in 
what we it comes in who we are. We have 
been created by a loving God as the crown of 
the creative process. We have value. 

c,l As created beings, WE HA VE LIMITS. 
' We were created with certain limitations that 

are set by our Creator. We are finite; He is 
infinite. We are limited; He is omnipotent. We 
are creatures ;_,. He is the Creator. We have 

limits 
vYvt5 c ' 

Whenever we 
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Let me add a third thought. As created What does it mean to be created "in 
beings, WEHAVEINDIVJDUALITY. The idea the image of God?" 
of reincarnation, ofindividuals going through To be created in the image of God 
a series of successive lives, has absolutely no /. involves Man has the ability 
foundation in the Scripture. In Genesis 2:17, to reason. He has the ability to get outside of 
after placing Adam and Eve in the Garden of himself and look objectively at himself. This 
Eden, God pointed to a special tree in the something no other creature can do, 
center of the garden described as tree something which distinguishes man from all 
the knowledge of good and God told other living things. n enesis 2: 19-20 man is 
Adam and Eve not to eat from this tree and called on by God to name the animals, an 

then He told them why. exercise of his rational 
en eat of it," God powers. The life of man has a beginning and it has an 

said, " OU will surely end, the Bible says. Each individual is created be created in 
3 tells us that by God and then, at death, has to give an the image of God means 

Adam and Eve disobeyed account to God. No second chance. No that man has the 
God. They ate of the fruit reincarnation. possibility of a 

of this tree. Consequently, with 
died. From that day God. Man can respond 

until this, it has been the experience of every to God. B. H. Caroll called this capacity "the 
person to fulfill the declaration of spirituality of man's nature." What makes man 

. 'Just as man is destined to die once, unique is his capacity for a r_elationship with 
after that to face judgement." and fellowship with God. The second chapter 

The life of man has a beginning and it of Genesis is especially called on to support 
has an end, the Bible says. Each individual is this idea. 
created od and then, at death, has to give To be created in the image of God also 
an account o od. second c ance. No involves REPRESENTATION. This is the 
reincarnation. is a created being with literal meaning of the word "image'. It 
value, with limits, with · includes · the ideas of r or 

An image is a representation of 
something else. Genesis 1 :26 'mplies at 

A Spiritual Being image of God was man's responsi ility to 
represent God in the world. 

Man is also a spiritual being. the 
animals, man is born, breathes, eats, sleeps 
mates, eliminates, fights a losing battle with 

and returns to dust. makes man 
different from the animals? The answer is 
found in text. The Bible says, in Gene is 

:2 "God created man in his o 
-

Man 
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Sexual Being 

In addition, man is a sexual being. The 
Bible says, " n the image of God he 
hi male and female he created the " 

·27). Se ifferentiation and sexuality 
were a part of God's original intention in 
creation. Sexuality was not something that 
caused the fall of man nor did it come as a 
consequence of the fall. was a part of God's 
creation from the beginning. ,At the fall, 
sexual differentiation became and 
sexuality became 

Before the fall, man and woman 
related to each other as equals. In the words of 
commentator Matthew Henry, "the woman 
was made of a rib out of the side of Adam; not -made out of his to rule over him, nor out 
ofhis1",t to be trampled upon by him, t 
of his side to be equal with him, his arm 
to protected, and near his lieart to be 
beloved." 

Before the fall, man and woman 
related to each other without shame. 

:25 says, man and his wife were both 
naked, they felt no shame." After the fall 
and as a consequence of the fall , sexuality 
went out of control until the relationship was 
completely distorted. 

deny our sexuality or to minimize 
it is to misunderstand the plan of God and to 
misconstrue the pattern of human 
relationships. is a sexual being. 

Being 

Man is also a responsible being. God 
said, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fi ll 

earth and subdue i ' 1 :28). 

Sometimes we push the idea of our 
total oependence on God so far that we miss 
the other element of the creation account, the 
responsibility God as turned over to us, the 
challenge from God for us to have dominion 
over the world. To live as, a human 

h fG n t e o o means to engage 
in creative activity, to live responsible lives, to 
protect the environment around us, to pursue 
God's best in all we do, to di co er all that 
God has provided for us in His created world. 

·One young complained to his 
pastor about the things going on in the world. 

could make a better world than this," 
the young man. The pastor responded, 

"That's just what God wants you to do. " God 
has placed us in an unfinished world, a 
universe the'making. are responsible 
o and aevelop it. 

n created man--a 
created being, a being, a exual 

a responsible being. 

a picture of man as he should 
be, man as he was created to be. However, as 
we look around us we discover that this is not 
a picture of man as he is. happened? 
Why do we not live · ellowshi with God. in 
e · with each other, and 
res onsibilit toward the world? problem 
is our in. Like the first man and woman, we 
too come to the crossroads where we have to 
decide to live as God created us to live as 
we desire to live. Each person, standing at that 
crossroads, takes the lower road that leads us 
away from life as it should be. 

Jesus Christ came to restore us to our 
rightful place as the crown of creation. 
Through our faith in Christ we can truly 
become all we were meant to be. 

3 




