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GOD'S GREATEST CREATION 
Genesis 1:26-31; 2:7 

It was a for the famous 
and writer Carl Sandburg to celebrate 

Perhaps the most 
memorable contribution to the evening was 
a comment made by photographer 
Stichen. He said, "On the day God made 
Carl, He dido 't do anything else in that day 
but sit around and feel good." 

could be said of God when He 
the man woman. After all 

of the rest of a · , God said, "It is 
But following the creation 

God said, "It is very good." All of creation 
is important because God made it, but 
mankind is God's greatest creation. in 
this of our creation, some of the basic 
questions of life 

Where did we come from? That is 
the first basic question that demands an 
answer. Bible is very and very 

in the answer it gives. Man, the 
Bible says, was created by God. In both 
the creation account in chapter 1 where 
God in His omnipotence merely speaks and 
man comes into being, and in the creation 
account in chapter 2 where God scoops up 

the dust from the ground and fashions man 
with His hands and breathes into his 
nostrils the breath of life --
chapters it is very clear that it was God 
who the who also 
man. 

Some have another 
of we came from. I read this one the 
other day: "In the beginning was matter 
which begat amoeba, which begat the fish, 
which begat the amphibian, which begat the 
reptile, which begat the lower mammal, 
which bcgat the lemur, which begat the 
monkey, which begat man, who imagined 
God." 

to that stands the 
in Scripture which reminds 

us that man is not his own. He did not 
come out of nothing. He did not create 
himself. He was created by God. Man is 
God's creature. means two for 
us today. 

Fi if God created us then it 
means our Master. 

fact that us puts a 
limit on who we and what we can do. 
We may accomplish great things, we might 
bring to reality many potentialities in our 
life, we may stand as a leader of people 
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and master of minds bu as of us 
comes into the presence of God, we arc no 
longer master. We arc no longer As 
we come into the presence of God we are 
made aware again that we are creatures, we 
are servants, and God is master. 

S$904 if God created us, if God 
in His sovereignty · brought us into being 
and laid before us the of life, 
then it means He cares for 

There is no more refreshing 
message, no more comforting idea than that 
the G who our world, who holds 
it in His hand this God cares for you 

(j and me as individuals. He loves us because 
. us. In our world of hatred and 

bitterness there is one who loves us. 
So to the basic question of life, 

do we come from?" the swer is 
quite clear and quite simple: Man 
from by Him, to 
Him,_ for Him. 

A second question arises: "What are 
we like?" answer to that question is 
found verse 26: 

us make man in our after 
our Two appear in this 
verse: · age and What is the 
relationship between the two? The 
arguments have been rather detailed and 
heated about that, but let me just 

the arguments by saying 
are two positions. 

e believe the · a and the 
two different things. 

was one of the first to af this 
distinction. He said that after the fall, the 
image remained but the likeness was lost 
He identified the with man's 
rationality and to man's 
spiritual character. Aquinas, who 

Catholic followed this 
line of In fact, his entire system 
of thought concerning man was based on 

6 December, 1992 

the distinction between these two elements. .. 
other position is to that 

is just an example of Hebrew 
that the image and likeness 

just two ways of saying the 
I believe the position is 11 

Image and likeness refer to the same thing. 
But what? What it mean to say man 
was in image of God? 

· From the very beginning 
the i a o being in God's image was 
related to our rational power. have the 
ability to We have the 
ability to transcend ourselves, to get 
of ourselves and look objectively at 
ourselves. This is something no other 
creature can do, something which 
distinguishes us from all other living things. 

refer to Genesis to 
suppon this is called on by 

to name the animals, an exercise of 
the rational powers. Up to and including 
Thomas Aquinas, almost all 
considered the image of God as our power 
of reason. 

Beginning with 
Luther, the sixteenth century, image 
of God came to be understood as the 
capacity to to God. That is, to ·say 
we are in the image of God means we 
have a potential for spiritual relationship. 
B.H. Carroll called it "the spirituality of 
man's 

What 
ability 
our ca 
is this capacity ena es us to ra . It 
is this which enables us to feel 
God's comfort in times of sorrow, to 
receive His strcn in times of weakness, 
to be touched with His forgiveness in times 
of guilt. 

3 thers suggest the 
imag o means we are God's 
representative. is meaning of 
image. An image is a picture of or statue 
of something else that 

i 
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thing. To say we in the image of 
consequently, means we the 

capacity to represent God in the world. 
· · · : Others see the image 

of God as being our responsibility. t 
makes us unique we 
not that we can ellowsh with not 
that we rese but that we have 

given the responsibility to share with 
in the creation process and in the 

control of the creation. 
understand the image of 

God and thus to fully answer the question, 
"What we like?" we have to include all 
fo of these ideas. We . We do 
have the capacity to od. We do 

p God in e world. We 
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and replenish 
is a positive about the 

relationship between a man and a woman 
which to be drawn out of this 
God us male and female. It was no 

It was God's plan. And when He 
at the man -- in his 

maleness and in her femaleness - God 
said, "It is ,s. good." The relationship 
between man and woman in its sexual 
expression, which is the method by which 
we to multiply and replenish the eanh, 

n 1 before God. All of these · · s in Corinth which was the 
..... understanding what context in which those statements were 
us to be. & and the return of Christ 

which marriage insignificant. But the 
biblical message is that among the best of 

1 '' God's good things is sex at its very best, 
One more question is often asked: in the context of a permanent relationship 

"Why we here? What is our purpose between a man and woman who love each 
for being here?" That question, also, is other. By this method we to carry out 
answered in our text Why we here? our second responsibility: to multiply and 
Several answers given in our text replenish the earth. 

First, we here fellowship There is a third purpose given for 
our existence: we here 

That is probably the primary it for 
meaning of the "image of God." en creating mankind, God said, 
God's desire for every person is that we them have dominion ... over all the 
would walk in obedience to His commands (v. 26). verse. 28, God not only 
so He can enjoy personal with told us to replenish the earth but also to 
us. subdue it. We here · 

We fellow with 
We are to to one ano as 

men and wome · such a way that we can 
plenish the And we con 1 

and for and administer the e 
such a way that it honors God. 

concern is not some 
political It is a 

This is the direct command of verse responsibility of mankind that is rooted in 
8. God blessed them and God said the creation narrative and comes directly 

unto them, 'Be fruitful and multiply from the One who made us. 
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