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THEOLOGY - THE DOCTRINE OF GOD 

Scripture: Genesis l:la 

INTRO: THE BIBLE DOES NOT SEEK TO PROVE THE 
EXISTENCE OF GOD - IT ASSUMES IT! HIS EXIST
ENCE IS THE FOUNDATION ON WHICH ALL ELSE RESTS. 

BEFORE THERE WAS HEAVEN EARTH, BEFORE 
THERE WAS MAN OR MATTER, THERE WAS HAD 
ALWAYS BEEN GOD - "IN THE BEGINNING, GOD!" 

THE ETERNAL EXISTENCE OF GOD IS STRESSED 
EVEN MORE IN THE HEBREW OLD TESTAMENT. FOR 
IN THE ORIGINAL LANGUAGE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, 
THE FIRST WORD YOU IS "GOD - IN THE 
BEGINNING ... " 

THERE HAVE BEEN PEOPLE WHO THE 
SUN. FIRE HAS BEEN WORSHIPPED. MANY OF THE 
FORCES AND PHENOMENA OF NATURE HAVE 

OTHERS HAVE THOUGHT THAT THE SUM 
OF ALL MA ER AND FORCE WAS GOD. BUT THE GOD 
REVEALED I HE BIBLE IS NOT A GREAT INSENSATE 
FIGURE IN THE UNIVERSE, LIKE THE SUN, NOR A 
NATURAL OR THE SUM OF ALL FORCES OF 
THE GOD IS A LIVING BEING, WITH A 
LIFE SEPARATE AND DISTINCT FROM THE UNIVERSE 
AND ALL OTHER BEINGS IN THE UNIVERSf. 

REI:;ti:TION THE 
BE INDEPENDENT, 

AND 
HE IS NO MORE A PART OF THE UNIVERSE 

THAN A WATCHMAKER IS A PART OF THE WATCH WHICH 
HE HAS MADE - NO MORE THE SUM OF THE UNIVERSE 
THAN THE WATCHMAKER IS THE SUM OF ALL THE 
WATCHES HE HAS MADE. IN A STRICT AND LITERAL 
SENSE GOD IS A LIVING BEING. HE IS ALIVE AS 
TRULY AS ANY IS ALIVE, BUT IN A HIGHER AND 
MORE COMPLETE SENSE. 



THE QUESTION MAY BE "BUT IS THEOLOGY -
THE DOCTRINE OF GOD - REALLY IMPORTANT? " THE 
ANSWER THAT COMES IS AN IRREVOKABLE YES! s-f. 
BECAUSE YOUR BELIEF IN GOD HAS EVERYTHING TO DO 

I. THE EXISTENCE OF GOD 
--Hebrews ll:6b "For he tha t come th t o God must 

believe that he .:i_e , and that he is a rewarde r 
of them that diligently seek him." 

--Psalm 14:Ia "The f o o l hath said in his heart, 
'There is no God.'" 

There is a variety of positions one 
may conce rni ng the e x i stence o f God. 
(1) THEISM - The belief in the existence of 

a perso nal God, Cre ator, Pre serve r and 
Ruler of all things. 

(2) DEISM - There is a God, but He is neither 
int e r este d no r i nvolved i n history or 
man. 
e .. , In the beginning, He wound up the 
Uni ve rse like a c l ock, put it on a shelf 
and has l e ft it alo ne (Popular in England 
during Wesley's time ). 

(3) ATlfEISM - A denial of God 's existence. 
(4) SKEPTICISM - Doubts the existence of God. 
(5) ANGOSTICISM - A denial that God can be 

known 
--NOTE: "Agnostic" and " Ignoramus " mean 

the same thing. Agnostic is from the 
Greek and Ignoramus is from the Latin. 
However, an agnostic would be insulted 
wer e he t o be ca l led an " igno ramus. " 
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--IF WE 
ARISE: 

GOD EXISTS, THREE QUESTIONS 

1. What Is God? 
--NOTE: Although it is impossible t o 

"define" God, the Bible does give us 
some descriptions o f God. 
(1) God is SPIRI 

--John 4 : 24 (Jesus 
Spir i t: and t hey 

worship him 
truth." 

(2) God is L GHT 

s aid ) "God is a 
t h a t wors hip him 
in spirit and i n 

--I J ohn :Sb "God is light, and i n 
Him is no darkness (occasion 
stumbling o r o ff e nse ) a t 

( 3) God is 
--I John 4: 1 6b "God is Love." 

(4) God i A CONSUMING FIRE 
e brews 12:29 "For our God is a 

consuming fire." (A quot e o f 
De utero nomy 4 : 24) 

--Exegesis; It is a gr i m thought; 
but in it there is the eternal 
truth, which there is no alterin g, 
that, if a man is true to God, he 

.gains everything; and if he is 
untrue to God, he l oses everything. 
In time and eternity, nothing 

____,natte rs s av e only l oyalty t o God. 
Strong: "God is the infinte 

and perfect Spirit in whom all 
things have their source , support 
and e nd ." 

2 . Where Did the Idea of Go C me From? 
- - NOTE Fre ud taught tha t the i dea of 

God came from "wish thinking ... " But 
his disbelief in s "wish thinking ... " 

t<-,, • ,, 

.. 
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3. 

Othe rs teach tha t the idea of 
one God evolved from a belief in many 
gods. . . 

But the Bible records the origin of 
belief in many gods: 

- -Romans 1: 21 - 25 [READ] 
(1) Universality of the Idea of God 

--NOTE : No race or tribe has ever 
been found without at least a rudi 
ment ary concept ion of t he exist ence 
o f a Supreme Being . 

(2) The Necessity of the Idea of God 
Man's mind is compelled by its 

very constitut ion to acknowledge 
t he idea of God . Saint Augustine 
said , "Man can not rest until he 
rests in 

What are Some Arguments of the Existence 
of God ? 
(1) Te Cos logical Argument ' 

--NOTE : From word "Kosmos," world 
For every effect there must be a 
cause. Newton's demonstration 
of s t ee l bal l s on string s ... a 
Creation, then must be 
Creat or. 

(2 ) he Te 1 gical Argument 
- -NOTE: "Telos" - "design" 

m:;tr::rascapi c would to the uni e 
--Psalm 1 :1 "The heav ens declare th 

g lory of God ; and t he firmament shewetr 
h · handiwork . " 

--ILLUS : Sir Isaac Newton had a replica 
of our solar system made in miniature. 
In center was the sun with its 

of planets r e volving around it. 
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A scientist entered Newton's study 
one day, and exclaimed, "My! what 
an exquisite thing this is! Who made 
i t?" "Nobody!" replied Newton to 
t he que stioner who was an unb e l iever. 
"You must think I am a fool. Of 
course somebody made it, nd he is a 
genius." 

Laying his book aside, Newton arose 
and laid a hand on his friend's shoulder 
a nd sai d: "This thing is but a puny 
imitation o f a much grander system 
whose laws you and I know, and I am 
not able to convince you that this 
me re toy is without a designer and 
make r; yet you profe ss to believe that 
the great original from which the design 
is taken has come into bein without 
e ither designer o r maker . Now tel l 
me, by what sort of reasoning do yo u 
reac h such 

(3 ) The Moral Argument 
--NOTE: Argument from man's mental and 

moral nature . 
Man's intellectual and moral nature 

requires for its author an intelligent 
a nd moral being ind cannot e volve 
from matte r, nor. spirit from flesh. 
Co nseque nt l y, a Being both mi nd 
and spirit must h av e c reated ma n . 

Conscience canno t be s a tisfactor i ly 
explained apart from a divine lawgiver 
a nd jud ge . 

(4) e ogical Argument 
--NOTE: De scarte , a French phi l o s opher 

of the 16th c e ntury , a rgue d that the 

5 

TI/E 

, 



idea of a perfect Being required 
the existence of a Perfect Being . 

reasoning would never 
come up with such an idea. 

Car. 13:9-10 & 12 "For we know 
in part, and we prophesy in part. 
But when that which i s perfect is 
come, then that which is in part 
shall be done away. 

"For now we see through a glass 
darkly; but then face to face: now 
I know in part; but t hen shall I 
know as also I am known." 

(5) Christological Argument 
--NOTE: (Christological comes from the 

Greek Christos , the Anointed, i.e., 
the Messiah .) 

This argument rests on the f o llow
ing pillars: 
a. The Bib e must be ace unted for . 
b . The fulfilment of prophec y must 

be accounted for. 
c. Miracles ust be accounted 
d. The supernatural character and 

divine mission of Christ must 
be accounted for. 

e. The influence of Chr'stianity inP'f°"' 
the world must be accounted 

f. he fact of conve rsion mus t b e 
accounted for. 
lm "O taste see that the 

Lord is good." 
--NOTE: While not one o f the se a rguments 

taken by itself can be calle d d e cisive, 
ye t take n t o ge the r the y constitute 
a s e rie s of evide nce s cumula t i v e a nd 
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II. THE 

conclusive . A whole bundle of 
rods cannot be broken, though each 
rod might be broken separate ly. 

OF GOD 
Theophilus, of Antioch (A. O. 

168-183), seems to have been the fir s t 
o ne to use the t e rm "Trini ty." 

- -NOTEJ : You will not find the term, "Trinity" 
in your Bible but the concept is there. 
The first time we see all three persons 
of the Godhead mentioned together is a t 
the baptism of Christ: 

-- a 3: 6-17 "And Jesus, when he was 
b aptize d, we nt up stra ightway out o f the 
water: and, lo, the heavens were opened 
unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove, and lighting 
upo n h im: 

And lo a voice from heave n, say i ng , 
This is my be l oved Son , i n whom I am 
well ple ased ." 
1. Heresy 

--NOTE; In his effort to explain the 
Trinity, man has created 

(Modalism) - the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
are but 3 expressions of one 
pe rson. 

Water can be ice, liquid 
or steam BUT not all at the same 
time . 
Arianism holds that the Son is 
subordinate to the Father and the 
Ho ly Spirit to the Son . 
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2. Scriptural Proof 
(1) The plural noun Elohim (God) with 

a singular verb bara (created) in 
1: 1. 

(2) The ex2ression 11 Let us in 
Gen sis 1:26. 

(3) The formula of baptism in 
2 :I . "Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost." 

(4) The Apostolic benediction in II Car. 
"And the grace of the Lord 

Jesus Chrst, and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Ghost, be 
with you all. Amen." 

--NOTE : Does this mean that Christians 
worship 3 gods ... ? N 
theism" not "theism." 

3. Our Doctrin ssions 
--NOTE : "God reveals Himself 

Son, and Holy Spirit, with dist 
personal ttributes, but withou 
of nature, essence, or being." 
Faith & Message ) 

"The work of Father, 
Spirit is each the work 
Conner) Christ is not a "dele gat 
God sent, nor is the Holy Spirit 
external agent sent by the Fathe 
the Son. The work of Christ and 
Holy Spirit is as much the work 
as is the work of the Father. 

Te work o f each is inclusive o f the 
work of the others. creation 
usually thought o f as the work o f the 
Father, yet "the Spirit of God 
upon the waters." Gen 
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- -John 1:3 "All things wer ade 
him; and without him was not any thing 
made that was made." 

In the Trinity, each has meaning 
on in relation to the others. They 
are independ ent. 

Father could not be Father 
1 except in relation to the Son, nor 

could the Son be Son from the 
Fathern. The Father exists in and 
f o r the Son and the Son exists in and 
for the Father, while the Spirit is 
the inner reality of the being of both 
Father and Son, and the bond of union 
between them. Each exists not for 
himself but in and for the others. 
(W • T . Conner) 

III. OF GOD 
1. 1omniscience Al l-Knowing 

Proverbs 5:21 "The ways o f man are 
be fore the e ye s o f the Lord, a nd he 
pondere th ALL his goings . " 

--Psalm 147:5 "His unde rsta nding is 
infinte." 

--Hebrews 4 : 13 "All things are nake d 
and opene d unto the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do. " 

2. Omnipresence - Ever-Present 
- - NOTE : Little boy in Sunday School 

class. . . "Where is God : .. 
- - Psalm 1 3 9 : :Z - 1 [ ] 

3. Immutable - Unchanging 
--Malachi 3: 6a .'.' o r I am I 

change not. " ..is. 

4. Omnipotence - All- owerful 
--(Jesus) Matt. "Al l power is 

given unto me in heaven a nd in e a rth ." 
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- -NOTE: He can do anything in keeping with 
his nature and purpose. The only limits 
t o his power are self-imposed. He cannot 
lie or act contrary to his own laws, 
character, and purposes. These limita
tions are evidences of God's power, not 
of his weakness. 

5. Self Existence - God exists by reason of 
what He is in Himself. Gen. 1:1 

6. Eternity - No beginning and no end. 
Past, present and future are one to him. 

II Peter 3:Bb "One day is with 
the Lord as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day." 

IV. THE REVELATION OF GOD 
--John 1:1 "The Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us." 
--Col. 2:9 "For in him dwelleth ALL of the 

FULNESS of the Godhead BODILY." 
1. The e Revelation 

--II Car. 5:I9a & 2 "God was in Christ 
RECONeILING the world unto himself. 
For he hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; THAT we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him." 

2. Your Response to Revelation 
--John 3:16 [QUOTE] 

CON: It is not important that you understand all 
there is no know about God. ut is 
eternally important you understand: 
1. He is God who loves you, 
2. He send His Son to· die for you, and 
3. He wants to save you right now! 
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Sunday A.M. - January 23, 2000 

Understanding God 
Genesis 1 : 1 a 

The Bible does not seek to 
the existence of - It assumes 
it! His existence the foundation 
on which all else 

I. The Existence of God--Hebrews 11 :6b 
(1) Theism 

(2) Deism 

(3) Atheism 

(4) Skepticism 

(5) Angosticism 

1. What Is God? 

2. From Where Did the Idea of God Come? 

3. What are Some Arguments of God's Existence 

(1) The Moral Argument 

(2) The Ontological Argument 



(3) The Christological Argument 

II. The Trinity of God--Matthew 3: 16-17 
1. Heresy 

2. Scriptural Proof 

Ill. The Attributes of God 
1. Omniscience 

2. Omnipresence 

3. Immutable 

4. Omnipotence 

5. Self-Existence 

6. Eternity 

IV. The Revelation of God--John 1 :14; Col. 2:9 
1. The Purpose of Revelation--11 Car. 5:19a 

2. Your Response to Revelation--John 3: 16 

God who loves you, 
He sent His Son to die for you, 

and 
He wants to save you. 




