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ENDING A TRIAL TRIUMPHANTLY 

SCRIPTURE: 
N A -Vfri,,47r· 1 

Galatians 6: 17-18 Pe.w g;Wt /OJ~ 

INTRO: DURING THE REIGN OF OLIVER CROMWELL, THE 
GOVERNMENT RAN OUT OF SILVER FOR COINS. CROMWELL 
SENT HIS MEN TO THE CATHEDRAL TO SEE IF THEY COULD 
FIND ANY COINS THERE. THEY REPORTED, "THE ONLY SIL
VER WE CAN FIND IS IN THE STATUES OF THE SAINTS 
STANDING IN THE CORNERS. 

"GOOD," SAID THE STATESMAN, CROMWELL, "WE WILL 
MELT DOWN THE SAINTS AND PUT THEM INTO CIRCULATION!" 
I LIKE THAT! 

IN THE BIBLE THE SAINTS HAVE NO HALOS, RATHER 
THEY ARE MELTED DOWN AND PUT INTO CIRCULATION. THE 
REAL HUMANITY OF THESE MEN AND WOMEN CAME THROUGH. 
AND I'M GLAD. BECAUSE I CAN IDENTIFY WITH CHRISTIANS 
WHO ARE STILL HUMAN--WITH PEOPLE WHOSE HUMAN NATURE 
STILL COMES TO THE SURFACE. 

PAUL WAS SUCH A PERSON. HE WAS A SAINT WHO WAS 
MELTED DOWN AND PUT INTO CIRCULATION. HIS HUMANITY 
SURFACES THROUGHOUT THIS LETTER AND ESPECIALLY AS HE 
COMES TO THE CLOSING WORDS. 

IT IS HERE THAT HE LIKEijSkJH~,..Q~~~ THp~gijJiJi~H 
THE DOCTRINE OF GRACE HAS ~NE'T<'.f"'A°'"'fRIA~ ~ ~~ filts 
BEEN ATTAcirtD, AND ITS INTEGRITY HAS BEEN CALLED INTO 
QUESTION. FALSE TEACHERS HAVE TESTIFIED THAT GRACE 
ALONE IS INADEQUATE. THAT THE LAW MUST BE ADDED AND 
THAT WORKS MUST BE DONE IF GRACE IS TO HAVE ANY 
SAVING POWER AT ALL. 

HAVING ARGUED THE CASE FOR GRACE ALONE, THE 
APOSTLE NOW SAYS, THE CASE IS CLOSED a), THE EVI-
DE_ CE IS CLEAR {17n), AND THE VERDICT IS PRONOUNCED 
(18). :;x_ : oo 

SEO 

-- - .B: --"From now on please don't argue with me about 
these things!" 

OTE: He is saying, "The case is closed, and I 
don't want to hear one other word about works and the 
law! God's Grace alone is sufficient ! 11.C....s.< 11/t?'l · ·• ~ .. , 

--BACKGROUND: Legalism came in like a flood. Paul 
had shaped and taught and built the theological mind 
of the Galatian Christians. He had established it on 
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the foundation of grace. The church was on the 
rnove--it was strong and stable! 

Then came the cult. The cult of law and works. 
Cults always prey on local churches that have been 
built on grace. They always come in and steal sheep. 
The legalists came into Galatia and stole away the 
message of Grace, and they replaced it with a message 
of works. 

They said, "Oh, the cross of Christ of course is 
important." Absolutely! The death and resurrection 
of Christ are necessary. But so is the Law. So is 
the keeping of certain days and feasts. So is cir
cumcision. And if you really want to be right with 
God you must have . faith and works, because without 
the works of the Law, God will not be pleased. 

And wouldn't you know it, the Galatians swallowed 
the whole thing--hook, line and sinker! 

Paul heard about that and so he began to become 
concerned and wrote this letter for the purpose of 
winning the case against works and for Grace. 

He lists 3 reasons the case is closed: 
1. Le alism rs 

.-..--..c ~~~~- I am AMAZED. This is the word for 
astonished, astounded, stunned, shocked! 

--NOTE: Usually at this point in Paul's letter he is 
commending his readers. But you do not find any of 
that soft round edge in Paul's s t yle here in this 
letter. Rather Paul rolls up his sleeves and says, 
"You astound me! You shock rne--I'rn stunned to hear 
what I hear about you!" 

To Paul it was inconceivable that they would buy 
the false gospel of the legalists. ~ 

--NOTE : ~v.in;~ .:Jr;1.'I am arnazed ... for a heteros gospel 
(a different kind)." The gospel of legalism is 
heresy. 

Don't ever believe that the gospel of the legal
ists is sort of like the gospel of grace. It is not! 
It is the antithesis of the gospel of grace. 

Paul says, "The very thought that you who have 
founded your faith on the grace of Jesus Christ woulc 
embrace this heresy is astounding! It's not a dif
ferent kind of gospel--it is heresy--it is no gospel 
at all. 

The gospel is the good news that Christ died on 
the cross for our sins, rose from the grave and that 
through faith in Hirn alone God's Grace, His unrnerite« 
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favor brings forgiveness and salvation~/. ,./,:s,,,, 
Legalism is the opposite of this. ocuses no t 

on the grace of God but on the goodness o man. And 
the Bible declar~~...J;,hat there is no good thing in 
any of us! [Rom. 'f,ll:lJ 

7 says it is a "distortion" of the true gospel 
of Cnrist. 

-- ILLUS : Charles Swindoll. The one thing that his 
parents drilled into him and the other children in 
the home was honesty. Stock boy in a 5 & dime store . 
During Christmas season a large supply of softballs. 
He stole a box (12 doz.), hid in his dresser drawer 
under socks, shorts, etc. His mother found them ... 
Look at that ... He tried to lie out of it. His 
father said, "I am amazed ... " "The one trait we 
have built into our children you have betrayed and 
rejected!" Admitted his wrong . . Fi-.eJ. .But never 
forgot. 

It is this kind of emotion that is in e 6. " I 
am amazed that the one great tenant that I estab
lished this ministry on has been abandoned! What in 
the world got into you that you would leave truth 
for a lie, that you would abandon Grace for works?" 

The case is c l osed b legalism is heresy ! 
2. Because Legalism I 

Rea 
Paul was tough in 
ting tough! } ... " 

(You thought 
really get-

- ..-NOTE: Paul does not call them "saints," or "dearly 
beloved" or "brethren and sisters." He says, "You 
Galatians!" That is as distant a term as one could 

\I '~~~~,, - Not dumb but one who is able to think 
but fails to use his powers of perception. Legalism 
is intellectually indefensible . It is foolishness. 
How would one ever know when he had done enough good 
works to merit salvation or to enter heaven? "All 

, of our righteousness are as filthy rags." 
' " i.tc-hed you"--This is like being put under a 

spell--being the victim of some doctrinal slight of 
hand so that suddenly things appear dif f erently than 
I have always known them to be--It is like a tem
porary insanity. 

- -ILLUS : Being "bewitched" by the foolishness of 
some heresy does not always express itself in a 
doctrinal change. Sometimes it expresses itself in 
a moral change. 
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My experience with former minister of music ... 
"Who has bewitched you? What has gotten into you? 
To think that your ministry can g~ on as usual is 
foolishness. There's no way ... " 

Paul is saying, "The case is closed. Grace has 
Works have lost, for legalism is foolishness. 

way that it can work . " 
Legalism is Weak andi Worthless 

"Legalism, works, the law have lost the 
case because they are worthless in the sense of being 
able to save." 
-",ig em.e,nt:...a1 l:fings" ;:. -The ABC's. The Law only makes 
us aware of our sins and thus of our need for salva
tion. But it can never meet chat for salvation. 

"Ens.laved all o:ver again"- - Anything other than 
grace ·1eads - fo slavery . Can you picture a soldier / 
who was a prisoner of war during the Korean Wa A~ 

wan tin to "be enslaved all over again"? Dvrewu . H~'f.,~ 
- If this is the case "perhaps I ha e ~ .J." ,'.I) 

--RECAP: The apostle is saying, "The case is closed, 
Legalism h as l ost a n d Grace has won b ecause Legalism 
is heresy , it is Loolishness. It is weak and worth
less . 

, I ,, 
EVIDENCE IS EAR ..L1 ? 

I bear on my body ... " ·· l/0 ~ See LJ>l'Sf' ... 

--" igmata = "stigma." The l,OOO's of 
cattle on ranches across our state bear a "brand 
mark." This identifies the cattle as the property 
of a certain owner. This was also done to slaves 
during the days of the Roman Empire. And they wore 
that until their death. It was called the 11·Y1t•ii~a " 
of the slave. 

Paul is not talking about some slave brand. He 
is talking about his body's bearing the marks of 
being a Christian. He mentions some of the occa
sions during which these marks ·were received: 

_ . ~ i( READ) 
__ He says 'I bear in my body the brand marks 

of Jesus as evidence that the grace of God is all
sufficient .. The evidence is clear. What legalism 
cou d never do Grace has done. That is why we are 
Ending the Trial Triumphantly!" 

--ILLUS: The Chancellor of the u. of Glasgow intro-
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duced God's missionary, David Livingston, to the 
young men of that school during a chapel service. 
When David Livingston stood up and walked to the 
front of the platform to speak, the students looked 
at him earnestly. 

His hair was burned crisp by the torrid tropical 
sun. His body was emaciated by jungle fever. His 
right arm was hanging limp by his side, destroyed ~ 
in an attack by a wild African lion. 

When the students looked at Livingston, they 
stood up with one accord in awe and in silence be
fore God's missionary. 

David Livingston bore the "brand-marks" of Jesus 
Christ. So did Paul. And both men were able to 
bear these brand-marks because the Grace of God was 
all sufficient. 

The case is closed, the evidence is clear and 

III. THE VERDICT IS ~ CED 
--Ga l . 6:18 

--NOTE: The Grace of God has triumphed. It is all 
you need for sal vat i on . It is all you need for 
sanctification. It is all you need in life. It is 
all you need in death. 

--NOTE: The man who is branded closes with the mes
sage he has been preaching all through the letter. 
It is ~benediction. It is God's verdict. 

'Th e grac f our !Lord ~esus Christ be wi t ¥Our 
itit bret._,.._ ~ ~~~ 

CON: Two or three years before the death of John 
Newton, when his sight was so dim that he was no 
longer able to read, a friend and brother in the 
min1stry called to have breakfast with him. Their 
custom was to read the Word of God following meal
time, after which Newton would make a few short 
remarks on the Biblical passage, and then appropriate 
prayer would be offered. That day, how ver, there 
was silence after the words of Scriptur 'ffiy e 
9race of God I am what I am" were read. % C.OR, r:J/J 

Finally, after several minutes, Newton spoke. 
"tbpug I am not what I ought to be, nor what I 
wisn to be, nor yet what I nope to be, I can truly 
say I am not what I once was: a slave to sin and 
Satan. I can heartily join with the apostle and 
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acknowledge that by the grace of God I am what I 
am!" (Tan) 

Like Newton 1 we are not what we ought to be. Nor 
what we wish to be. Nor yet what we hop~ to be. But 
we can say that because of the Grace of God we are 
not what we used to be. "By the grace of God we 
are what we are." 

Have you come to know this grace of God ... ? It 
can triumph over all in your life if you will accept 
it. 

LI v 

SOURCES: 

) 
1-J 

,. 

Tan, Paul Lee, Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations, 
Assurance Publishers, Rockville, Maryland, 1979. 

CiuH/e.5 S(A,',~cloll C,,,~Ji5 
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First Baptist Church 

Sunday Evening Sermon Notes 
November 16, 1997 

ENDING A TRIAL TRIUMPHANTLY 
Galatians 6:17-18 - Pew Bible page 1012 

I. THE CASE IS CLOS f_/) 

-Galatians 6:17a 
>He is saying, "The case is closed, and I don't want to hear 

one other word about works and the law! God's Grace 
alone is 5 u-ff,·c ; eat ! 

>Cults always prey on local churches that have been built 
on 5 rg c e,. 

Paul lists 3 reasons the case is closed: 
1. Because Legalism Is I-le c e s tf 

-Galatians 1:6-7 
>-Legalism focuses not on the grace of God but on the 

3 oodn e.ss of man. And the Bible declares that 
there is no g o o cl thing in any of us! 
(Rom. 7:18) 

2. Because Legalism Is Fooli'sbaess 
-Galatians 3:1 "You foolish Galatians." 
>-Legalism is intellectually i' odefe as ib/e . It is 

foolishness. How would one ever know when he 
had done enough good works to merit salvation or 
to enter Qea vea ? "All of our righteousness are 
as filthy rags." 



>"Bewitched you" -This is like being put under a 
s p e l! . 

3. Because Legalism is Weak and 'vJortb Less 
-Galatians 4:9-11 
> Anything other than grace leads to s l 9 v,e,rJ 

II. THE EVIDENCE IS C LC. fl /2_ 
-Galatians 6:17b 
>He says, "I bear in my body the brand marks of Jesus as 

evidence that the grace of God is q, / 1---- su:fI ,'c.. ,en t . 

III. THE VERDICT IS ?(?DNDU/\)(ED 
-Galatians 6:18 "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with your spirit brethren, amen." 

Have you come to know this grace of (Jod . .. ? 
9t can triumph over all in your life if you will 
accept it. 



ENDING A TRIAL TRIUMPHANTLY 
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