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FREE AT LAST! 

SCRIPTURE: Galations (Text Gal. 5:1) /OJ/ 

INTRO: MAGNA OF EMANCIPATION, 
THE "DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE" FROM SALVATION 
BY WORKS, THE OF GOSPEL LIBERTY" ARE 
BUT A FEW OF THE PHRASES USED TO DEFINE THE MAIN 
THEME OF PAUL'S LETTER TO THE GALATIONS. IF I WERE 
TO REDUCE THE 149 VERSES OF THIS LETTER TO THREE WORDS 
THEY WOULD BE "FREE AT LAST! 11 

FREEDOM IS GENERALLY ASSUMED TO BE THE 
OF ALL MEN, YET MAN IS ANYTHING BUT FREE. BONDAGE 

IS MORE LIKELY TO BE 
HIS LOT. 'THE CAUSE THIS BONDAGE IS DIAGNOSED 

ACCORDING THE SORT OF 
EACH SOME THE 

CAUSE IS PSYCHOLOGICAL, FOR OTHERS ECONOMIC, 
FOR STILL OTHERS POLITICAL. 

NONE OF THESE MODERN "MEDICINE MEN" HAVE SUC
CEEDED IN BRINGING ABOUT MAN'S EMANCIPATION. 

BUT PAUL, WITH HIS PROFOUND INTO MAN' S 
BASIC NEED, HAS FOREVER MADE CLEAR -THAT ONLY IN 
CHRIST JESUS IS MAN TRULY FREE. 

FOR THIS VERY REASON PAUL IS DETERMINED THAT EVERY 
OBSTACLE SHOULD mB REMOVED FROM MAN'S PATH TO GOD. 
NOT HING -- NOT LEGALI3M, NOT MORALISM, NOT 
RITUALISM -- SHALL BE ALLOWED TO iM:PR-l-SON MAN IN 

{ l • 

KIND OF SYSTEM -F ROM 
EXPERIENCING THAT FREEDOM THAT ONLY COMES FROM 
CHRIST AND FROM HIM ALONE. 

THE OURS IS THE HAPPY EXPERIENCE 
OF KNOWING THAT BED AUSE OF JESUS CHRIST AND HIM 
ALONE WE ARE WIIBm AT 

I . FRE O BE SAVED (BY k 
--Gal. 2:16 ~ 

F°'or the first time in this epistle the word 
11 justify 11 Yet it is one of the most significant 



• / I 
i 

terms in Paul's theology. It means "to pronounce 
righteous 11 • That righteousness, by which a man is ac
cepted by-God, not come from the fulfilment of any 
legal enactment.filj , 

t 

en? By putting the verb 
eved II in the aorist tense, Paul is pointing to a time 

when he and Peter "became believers 11 • It was then that 
acceptance before God was assured. (McDonald, p. 58). 

To fortify an already strongly stated fact Paul says, 
not by the works of the. for ... 11 The declaration 

is a strong one; no works of law have effect in making a 
ma.n approved of God. This is followed by 

II works law shall no flesh be 
ed 11 • (McDonald, p. 58). 

Which Liberates From Bondage To the Law 
If the Law cannot save them what is its purpose? 

- 3:ll-13a "Consequently, it is clear that no one 
can ever win God's favor by trying to 'keep the Jewish 
laws, because God has said that the only way can 
be right in his sight is by faith. As the Habak
kuk says it, 'The man who finds life will find it through 
trusting God. ,', different from this way of faith 

the way of l aw which says that a man i s saved by 
·obeying every law of God, without one slip. But Christ 
has bought us out from under the doom of that 
s stem by taking the curse for our wrongdoing upon 
himself." Bible ) 

- What is the place of the 
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law tells 
1 ... 

men what sin is. The law demonstrates what sin is. 
second, and most important , the law 

a man the grace of God. ' The trouble about the law 
is that just because we are sinful men we can never 
keep it perfectly. The attempt to keep it is always a 
losing struggle; it is a battle in which a man is 
always defeated. 

The effect of t he therefore, is to J;;J 

his own · · to a in which 
he sees that there is nothing left but to throw himself 

one great act of faith on the mercy and the love of 
God. The 1 w shows us our own helolessness 

,, --EXEGESIS: lmaster is not the meaning of this word 
lpaidagogos). Nor is our word tutor a perfect transla
tion. According t o the Greek custom the paidagogos 
was a s lave on a teacher, and the business 
of the slave attendant was to bring the pupils to the 
teacher, and afte r the teaching was over to them 
back home. Thus the slave attendant had an important 
function as a he lper to a teacher, but was not a 
teacher or schoolmaster. So Paul conceives of the 
law system as helper to to Christ. It was . 
God's method of preparing the world for the coming 
Christ. - The individual sinner too is prepared by the 
law to trust Christ, by showing him his helplessness 
to save himself th us driving him in de spair to 
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Christ Saviour y Paul knew by his own-
experience. See 25, where in despair 
he cries out, wretched man that I am! shall 

liver me? ..• I thank Jesus Christ our 
(Williams, pp. 69-70). 

2. fil)propriates The Saving Grace of Christ 
--GaL for it was through reading the Scripture 

that I came to realize that I could never find God's 
favor by trying--and obey the laws. I 
came to realize that acceptance with God comes by 
believing in Christ . " 

Paul was uite sure of one thing--that through 
faitl:,Jesus Christ had done for him what he could never 
have done for himself. one man the) 

of Paul was Martin Luther. Luther was a ')I) 
show-piece of and and self-
denial, 11 1f ever, 11 he said "a 
could be saved by monkery that man was 11 He 
gone to consid_ered to be an act of great 

-
merit to climb the Scala . the gre at sacred 
stairway, on hands and knees. He upwards seek 
ing that ,merit that he might here 
came to him the voice from heaven, just shal_l 
live by faith' 1. . The life at peace was God 
was not to be attained by this never-ending ,. 
ever-defeated ·t could only be had by casting 
himself in faith on the love and mercy of God . .!!..i§.. 
when a man gives up the struggle which the 
self thinks it can win that the saving grace of Christ 

a ppropriated and geace comes. p. 
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II. 
-. 

Now make 
sure that-you stay free and don't get all tied up again in 
the chain,s of slavery to Jew:ish laws ceremonies." 

No longer do we serve God as slaves to laws and 
ceremonies. But rather we serve Him as people free to 

\ 

grow in 
--EXEGESIS: The aor:i st ''he freed us " is to indicate the 

historical fact. 
''For freedom Christ freed us! 11 Shall this act be 

annulled, this freedo m be lost? Never! "Kee standing 
fast accordingly!" iJfA 

- "M>PLY: There are those in Chri stendom today who have 
reverted to the error of the They teach that 
we are initially "saved by grace" but that we are kept 
saved and thus grow by works. 
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In other words, Christ makes the payment 11 

but we must make the 11 monthly installments 11 or suffer 
a divine foreclosure and repossession of our salvation. 

Paul here states that nothing could be further from 
the truth. In Phil. 1:6 he speaks with certainity: 

confident of very thing, that he which hath 
begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of 
Jesus Christ." 

are free to grow in· grace: 
1 . of The Continuing Work of the Holy Spirit 

3 :.,3 (K. J. V. 

- -5Zecfi. 4:6. "Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
rj t, saith the Lord of hosts. 11 

Our rate of growth in grace is in direct propor
tion to .... __ t to 
fill us. When we -are saved the Holy Spirit takes up 
residence in us--we have all of the Holy Spirit we 
shall ever get, but He does not have all of us. 

There are often areas of our lives that are 
limits II to the Holy Spirit. When this is true we 
have an arrested growth in grace. This is why Paul 
says to born again believers 5:18b) FILLED 

the Sp.irit I 11 
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2 . of the Indwelling Presence of Chri st 
2 :20 

Yielding your life to the indwelling presence of 
Chri st is not a once in a lifetime experience. It i s 
something that you must do each day. Paul said, 

Cor. 15:31) and here (Gal. 2:20) he says, 
"I am crucified with Christ. 11 

should begin every day by saying, "Lord Jesus , 
here is my body for you to use this day. I offer it 
to you as a garment in which you may clothe yourself. 
I do not ask you to help me do anything. I simply 
step aside and ask you to come and do whatever you 
will in and through me th is day. Amen. 11 

When Christ is in control of your life, Bible read
ing, prayer, witnessing, and fellowship with other 
Christians wi ll naturally follow and you will grow in 
grace. (McBride, p. 19). 

Throughout the British empire, great honor is 
paid to the q ueen of England . She is revered, respected , 
honored, and applauded. Her majesty, however, does 
not control the empire. The queen i s simply a f igure
head. The prime minist e r, an able politician, directs 
the decisions and thus controls the government. The 
queen gets the applause, but the prime minister gets 
the government. Never be uilt of ivin Christ the 
a pplause , and s e lf the government. Turn over the 
government of your life to Chri st at the beginning of 
e ach da . or you are free to g row in grace be cause 
of the -indwelling ,Rresenc e of Chri st. (McBride, p. 20). 

III. TO LIVE MEMBERS OF AMILY) 
--Gal. 3:26, 28-2 1 or now we are all children of God 

through faith in Christ. We are no longe r Jews 
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or Greeks or slaves or men or even merely men 
or women, but we are all the same--we are Christians; 
we are one in Christ J us. And now that we are 
Christ's we are the e descendants of Abraham, 
and all of God's pro ise s to him belong to us. 11 (L.B.) 

--NOTE: 5 of God's family: · 
1 . 

al (RE above) · 
- t'AXEGESIS: Paul says that the between Jew 

and Greek, sla ve and free man, male and female is 
wiped out. There is something of very great interest 
her . e ewish form morning ra er, which 
Paul must all his pre-Chri stian life have used, there 
is a thanks ivin in whic h the Jew thanks God that 

/ "Thou hast not made me a Gentile a slave or 
Paul takes that prayer and everse s it. The old dis
tinctions are gone; for the disunity there is unity; 
for the separation there is communion; all are one in 
Christ. (Barclay, p. 35). 

What does this mean to us and the church 
It means that none of us have vested ri hts-

that none are above or better than others . It means 
that the o inion of each erson is of reat value 
of no more value than any other person. It means 
that the h the con re ation is to be the church. 
It means that as members of the family of God we are 

co d about our e to other 
members than our own individual - · 

It means that because we are members of God' s 
family that we are " affectioned one to another 

brotherly love; in honor preferring one another" 
( 12:10). 

It means that as we reach out to others, as we 
witness to them and win them that we do so regardless 
of their or their race, or their cultural level. 
It means that when they become a member of God's 
family we accept them as our equal. 
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EverY. member of a family is an heir to the 
Father's wealth. We are not servants, laboriously 
striving to keep the law. We are son's of God born 
into his family by grace through faith and thus foll 
heirs to all of His rich~ 

My Father i s rich in houses and la ds , 
He holdeth the wealth of the world in His 

hands! 
Of rubies and diamonds, of and gold, 
His coffers are full, He has riches untold . 

I once was an outcast stranger on earth , 
A sinner by choice, and an allien by birth 
But I've been adopted, my name ' s 

writt en down, 
An heir to a mansion, a robe, and a crown. 

Refrain: 1m a child of the King , A child of the King: 
With Jesus my Saviour, I'm a child of the King 

(Baptist Hymnal, p. 2 70). 
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3 . Who Care or and Encourage One Another. 
- -Gal. 6: 1-3 

al. 6: (Liv ing Bible) 11 If anyone thinks he i s too 
great to stoop to this, he fooling himself. He is 
really a 11 

· --:NOTE: 1 knew the roblems that arise in any 
Christian society. The best o f men may up. The 

that Pa ul uses(para ptoma) does not mean a de-
liberate sin; h1 come to man o an 

a h . Now, the danger of 
those who a re s piritual, and who are really trying to 
live :the Christ ian life, is that they are very apt to 
judge the s ins of ot he rs hardly. There is an element 
of hardness in many a good man. There are many good 
people whom yo u could not go and sob out a story 
of failure and defeat and mistake. They would be 
bleakly unsympathet ic . , 

But Paul s·a s t hat if a man does make a sli the 
Christian duty i s to get him on his feet a gain. And 

')'-Paul goes on to say t hat when we see man fall 
a fault or sin we would do we ll to say, 11 h§.(e but 
grace of God go I. 11 (Barclay, p. 58). 

4. Who Bear the Spirit" 
J . 5:22-2 (K •. J. V . --READ) 
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5. Who Productive 
al. (L.B.) "Let everyone be sure that he is 

doing his very -bes!Jfor then he will have the personal 
satisfaction of work well done. " 

a. 6:9 (K. J . V.--READ) 
--NOTE: Salvation by grace does not mean freedom from 

service but rather freedom serve. 
The more we realize that we are members of God's 

family not through any merit of ourselves but solely 
through the grace and love of God the harder we shall 
work and the more productive we shall become. Not 
in order become a member of God's family but 
because of thri 1 f _bein a member of His family. 
We are free to live as productive members of God's 
family. 

CON: An old Negro spiritual captures the spirit of Paul's 
Letter to the Church at Galatia. 

'Way down yonder in the graveyard walk, 
Me and My Jesus )to meet and talk. 

On-a my knees when the light passed by, 
Thought my soul would rise and fly. 

of these mornings bright and fair, 
Go-in I meet King Jesus in the air. 

Free at Last, free at last, 
Thank God, I'm free at last!" 

;¥ou are free to be saved (by faith): To Grow (In Grace) To 
Live (as a member of God I s family). As a Child of God you are 
"Free at Last. 11 
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