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WHEN LIBERTY BRINGS DEATH 

Scripture:. Galatians 5:13-16 

INTRO: 

PATRICK HENRY'S DECLARATION, "GIVE ME LIBERTY OR GIVE 
ME DEATH, " HAS BEEN WAVED LIKE A FLAG BY LOVERS OF 
LIBERTY. 

THERE IS A TIME, HOWEVER, WHEN LIBERTY 
·DEATH . THERE IS A TIME WHEN THE DEMANDS FOR 
LIBERTY ARE GRANTED, AND THE END RESULT IS TRAGEDY 
RATHER THAN TRIMPH. MEN TO BE 
WILLING TO SUBJECT THEIR PERSONAL LIBERTIES TO THE 
DEMANDS OF "THE WAY I "TO "TAKE UP A CROSS, II TO 
ENTER THE "NARROW GATE. II 

P POK OF HIMSELF AS SLAVE. AS A SLAVE HE WAS 
VOLUNTARILY LIMITED TO MOVE ONLY UNDER THE HOLY 
SPIRIT"S GUIDANCE--TO SPEAK ONLY THAT WHICH WAS 
PLEASING TO HIS LORD. THE LIBERTY IN THE LIFE OF 
PAUL WAS THE FREEDOM FROM THE CONTROLLING POWER , 
AND JUDGMENT OF SIN. SATAN LOST BATTLE WHEN PAUL 
LOST HIS LIBERTY, GAVE UP HIS RIGHT OF SELF-CONTROL, 
AND BECAME A SERVANT OF CHRIST. 

PEOPLE TODAY UNDER 
THE GUISE OF LIBERTY. SOME EXPERIENCE DEATH TO A 
HAPPY HOME I DEATH TO CHRISTIAN JOY, AND DEATH I 

TO THE FELLOWSHIP OF THEIR CHURCH, BECAUSE OF 
THEIR INSISTENCE ON LIBERTY WHICH IS REALLY AN 
INSISTENCE ON LICENSE. I 

Liberty Brings Death: 

I. TO THE WHEN IT MEANS THE RIGHT OF 121§.
RESPECT 

--Exodus 20:12 "Honor thy father and thy mother: that 
thy days may be long upon the land . '' (honor means 
to "value, to treasure or to respect") 
1 . That Ignores the Worth of Others 

att. 5:22b "Whosoever shall say to his brother, 
CA shall be in danger of the council. " 



you ever wondered why the word 
11 Raca II is not tran slated ? It's meaning is suggested 
by the way it sounds -- it sounds as if a person 
were clearing his It comes from an Aramaic 
root that means "to spi t. " In other words Jesus is 
saying that if we figuratively "spit" on one another -
if we hold their personal worth in contempt and 
d i srespect, we are in danger of divine punishment. 

--NOTE: There should a mutual respect- - children 
for parents, parents for children, husbands for wives 
wive s for husbands. Others have feelings and rights 
too . The whole household cannot j ump to your every 
whim . To use your liberty and indi vid uali ty as a 
guise for personal license is to to 1the 
of your family. Others in the family have needs as 
well as you. A person can be very selfi sh when he 
ignores the worth of others in the house. 

2. That Results From a Lack of Discipline 
(1) Discipline of Children 
--Prov . "Withhold not corre ct i on from t he 

Child• 
--NOTE: phil. exists today that to make children 

obey is to inhi bit them. But people are d i scover
ing that the Bible makes good sense in stressing 
the obedience of children in the home. The fact 
that parents are not infallible does not excuse 
children from responsibility and respect. 

--ILLUS: Jesus was obedient (1) to Mary and Josep 
(2) to h i s Heavenly Father. 
Self-Discipline of Parents 

--NOTE : A child learns self-discipline from his 
parents. When we chose to have children we 
assumed certain responsibilities and we must 
discipline qurselves to fulfill those duties. 

--ILLUS: America's ambassador to Japan a few year 
ago was Douglas MacArthur II . He had previous 
served as counselor of the State Department unde1 
former secretary of state, John Foster Dulles. 
Like Dulles, MacArthur was a hard worker. 

Once when Dulles telephoned the MacArthur 
home asking for Doug, Mrs. MacArthur mistook 
him for an aide and snapped irately, "MacArthur 
is where he always is -- weekdays, Saturdays, 
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I. TO WHEN IT MEANS HE RIGHT OF DISRESPECT 
Sundays, and nights -- in that office! 11 

Within minutes MacArthur got a telephone order 
from Dulles: "Go home at once, boy. Yourhome j 
front is crumbling ! 11 

3. That Always Insists on One's Own Rights 
--I Cor. 13:Sa (Wm.) 11 Love does not act with rudeness. 

or insist its rights. JI 

--NOTE: A each member 11 does his own 
thing" without consideration of other members of 
the family is a home destined to die. 

--ILLUS: A man's house should be on the hill-top of 
cheerfulness and serenity, so high, that no shadows 
rest upon it, and where the morning comes so early, 
and the evening tarries so late, that the day has 
twice as many golden hours as those of other men. 
He is to be pitied whose house is in some valley 
of grief between the hills, with the longest night 
and the shortest day. Home should be the center 
of joy and it will be when liberty is not construed 
to mean the right of disrespect. 

II .T WHEN IT MEANS LIFE WITHOUT 
BOUNDARIES 

--Matt. 7:13-14 ye in at the strait gate: for wide 
is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 
Because is the gate, and the way, 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. JI I 

I 
--NOTE: 11 The straight gate'1 and 11 the narrow way" mark 

the boundaries for the life of Christian Joy. The 11 thou 
shalt nots" of the 10 Commandments are given for the 
maintenance of joy. A life that knows no boundaries 
and no discipline is .a life that knows no joy. The 
self-styled super-pious Christian who rebels against 
all regulations, who resents church programs and 
practices is basically an unhappy Christian. 
1. Which Are a Part of the Christian Life 
--Matt. 10:38 Ck.JLl "If you cling to your life, you 

will lose it; but if you give it up for me, you will 
save it." 

--ILLUS: Psalm 1 says the godly man is like a TREE 
planted by the rivers of water. If a tree wants to 
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be free to live and grow then it must be properly 
rooted and live within certain boundaries. Pull 
up the tree by the roots and it has only one freedon 

and that is the freedom to die. And if you 
are to be free to grow as God meant, your life must 
know certain boundaries. This is what the 
life is all about. Boundaries give meaning, direc
tion and purpose to . 

2. The Violation of rings Certain Loss 

Dr. 
Max Levin, clinical professor of neurology at New 
York Medical College charged that teenage g irls 
are "the victi ms of a swindle be ing perpetrated 
by advocates of sexual freedom. They are being 
told, 11 he declared, 11 that the standards of the past 
are outmoded, and that henceforth the watchword 
i s freedom. But the teenager is told nothing of 
the cost of sexual freedom, of i ts threat to her 
emotional health and well-being .17l'-'Iore than 700 
San Angelo girls had abortions this past year. L.A . 
and Albuquerque. Not like tooth extraction. 
Damaging emotional after affects . . . . 

III. TO THE CHURCH WHEN IT MEANS 
WITHOUT FELLOWSHIP 

(READ) -- :Paul is addressing 
to whom liberty meant relationship t.i.,the church with-
out the churchl. Such misconception 
within the church will bring about its death much more 
quickly open attacks from without . 

--NOTE: What need is not more people to enter into 
a "relations hip" our church but for more to enter 
into a with the church . C 

- -f/4,-. 1. Which Was Entered Into at Salvation 
--Acts 4:32a 11 And the multitude of them that believed 

were of one heart and of one soul. 11 

--I John 3: 11 "For this is the message that ye heard 
from the beginning, that we should love one 
another . " 
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III. TO THE CHURCH WHEN IT MEANS RELATIONSHIP 
another." 

--NOTE: The church i s either a "fellowsh ip " or is 
nothing at all. Phi l. l : 5 Paul thank s God for t h e 
Philippians' "fellowship (Koinonia) in the gospel 

I /I J J 
from the FIRST DAY unto now. / 

--NOTE: If you have ever been saved, you have bee n 
a part of the fellowship of the church. 

2 . Whi ch I s Di srupted by Sin 

//" with Christ you will have an unbroken 
with your fellow Christians (John l:7a} 

11 If we walk in the light as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another." 
(1) Selfish ambition 
- -ILLUS: James and John. Mark 10:41 "And 

when the 10 heard it, began to be much 
with James and John." 

(2) False Piety 
- -I Peter 2:16a (Wm.) "Live like free men, only 

do not make your freedom a pretext for doing 
evil." 

--ILLUS: 11 Because much more spiri tual t han 
others in the church and because I know better 
than anyone else how to reach these people 
(including trained staff members} I owe it to 
them to exercise my freedom and right to make 
o{ a fan club built around me and 
my ideas -- separate and apart 
life and of· chunch. 

Which Expresses Itself in Worship 
they that gladly received his 

word were baptized: and the same day there were 
added unto them about three thousand souls . And 
they , continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine 
and fe lowship, .. ,· 1 

--Exegesis: "Koinonia " means "c ommunion , 
ship, sharing in common, cf,ove to join together 
in worship . " 

--ILLUS: I do not want a single member to a tte nd 
Sunday a.m., p.m. and Wednesday p.m. out of 
duty . But I am very des irous that this be done 
out of love for Christ and fellow Christians. 
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--APPLY: I can't get worked up about the II spiritual
ity" of a person who doesn't care enough about thE 
fellowsh ip of the church to even join it in worship 
i .e. S . S . teachers who go home . . . Young 
people are asking, "Why should I listen to or follc 
that person ? They are never in worship Sunday 
p.m., Wednesday p.m. What qualifies him or 
her to be such an expert on spiritual matters or 
how the church should be run ? They are 
around here enough to know what's going on . 11 

4 . Which Proves Its elf in Christian Cooperation 
--I Cor. 12 :2 5-2 7 "That there should be no s c ism 

in the body; but that the members should have the 
s a me care one for another. And whether one memb 

all the members suffer with it; or one 
member be honored, all the members rejoice with 
it. Now ye are the body of Christ, and members 
in particular. " 

--NOTE: "Personal" but not "private" faith . . . . 
(1) Which means we "feel for one another" 
--I Cor. 12:26 (above) rejoices not in 

iniquity") 
(2) Which refuses to "use" the church 
--ILLUS: A young man at a civic club luncheon 

leaned across the table to a friend and lab
orated all the reasons ·his church would surely 
fail in its stewardship program. He produced a 
catalogue of complaints so rapidly as to mak e 

! 
"Too much was being said about 

Bible was not taught -in a "re-bu'ent" 
manner, he and others were giving "their 
tithe" to other more worthy cause and the 
church had lost sight of its mis s ion." 

Yet, never appeared on the list of 
those who visited on outreach day, he never 
lead a soul to Chri st, he lacked the Christian 
grace to work with any one who dared to d iffer 
with him and he spoke with such demanding 
and authoritative tones that you would assume 
that he surely must be a $1 O, 000 a year 
contributor yet records show that he g ives 



4. proves in Christian Cooperation , 

less than many school children in the church. 
He uses church facilities, c alls freely 

paid staff members, uses the church !) organi
zational structure to promote his own area 

I 
interest and at the same t i me has no love for 
the church of which he ha s chosen to bec ome 
a member. 

How can this happen? -- (pause) -- He is 
the product of hi s own ne gative thinking. He 
thinks of the church in negat ive terms and 
proclai ms a negative message, because he 
that his " liberty" e nti tles hi m to a relationship 
without fellowship. 

(3) Which is a convincing testimony to the world 
--John 17:21 (Christ ' s prayer for us i s) "That 

they all may be one ; 
i:R o , an0 I in thoo, that 
in that the world may believe that thou 
has sent me. 11 

CON : Christ• s story of Prodigal 
Really "free" to become your best when are in the 
family of God . / 

"You shall know the truth, and the shall 
make yo u free. " (John 8:32). And is 

HE DISCOVERED THAT REALLY COMES 

WHEN YOU ARE IN THE OF THE FAMILY 

DOING THE WILL THE FATHER. 

Invitation: NO ONE OR DISTURBES THE 

SERVICE IN ANY OTHER • • • 11 
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