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HOW REACHES 

SCRIPTURE: Galatians 5:13-14 & II Cor. 
I 

INTRO: WITH MY OWN EYES I HAVE SEEN HOW FAR 
LOVE REACHES. 

I HAVE SEEN LOVE REACHING OUT THROUGH 
THE HEARTS HOME MISSIONARIES TO PEOPLE 
FROM HUNDREDS OF DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS AND 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 

I HAVE SEEN LOVE REACH ACROSS OUR NATION 
THROUGH THE GIFTS PLACED IN CHURCH OFFERING 
PLATES IN SUPPORT OF THOSE MISSIONARIES. 

I HAVE SEEN LOVE REACHING OUT THROUGH 
MINISTRIES OF EVANGELISM, LANGUAGE MISSIONS, 
HEALING, CHILD CARE, CARE FOR THE AGING; 
CHAPLAINCY PROGRAMS, NEW CHURCH STARTS, DIS
ASTER RELIEF TEAMS; MINISTRIES TO UNWED MOTHERS, 

THROW-AWAY YOUNG PEOPLE AND TO ABANDONED 
DERELICTS. 

AND TODAY I CAN SEE LOVE REACHING OUT TO 
THIS LOST NATION OF OURS THROUGH THE PRAYERS 
AND GIFTS OF OUR CHURCH ALONG WITH 36,000 
OTHER SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCHES. WE JOIN 
TOGETHER IN THEIR TIME OF HOME MISSION EMPHASIS 
TO SEE JUST HOW FAR LOVE REACHES. 

I. LOVE REACHES THE HEART OF GOD 
--POEM: "If we with ink the ocean fill 

the sky a parchment made, 
Were every stalk on earth a quill 

And every man a scribe by trade 
To write the love of God above 

Would drain the ocean dry, 
Nor could that scroll contain the whole 

Though stretched sky to sky." 
1. With a Natural Love 

--NOTE: It is God's nature to love. 
--I John 4:7 "God is love!" 
--ILLUS: Mark Guy Pearse used to tell of 

the time he overheard one of his children 
admonishing the other. "You must be good 
or Father won't love you." 

Calling the boy to him he said, "Son, 
that isn't really true." 



"But you won't love us if we are bad, 
will you?" the boy asked. 

"Yes, I will love you whether you are 
good or bad," Pearse explained. "But there 
will be a difference in my love. When you are 
good I will love you with a love that makes me 
glad; and when you are not good I will love 
you with a love that hurts me. For it is 
always a father's nature to love his children~ 

2. With An Inexplicable Love 
--Ephesians 3:19 speaks of "The love of God 

which passeth all knowledge." 
--Wm: "It far surpasses human understanding." 
--Phillips: "That love (is) far beyond our 

comprehension." 
--NOTE: We can experience that love but we can

not explain it! 
--ILLUS: A government official comes to your 

door and says, "Here is a hardened criminal. 
He would destroy everything good you believe 
in. He has been convicted of ten murders. 
He is sentenced to die. BUT we will let him 
go free, if you will give us your only child 
and let that child die in this man's place." 

You would respond, "But ... 
Yet that is exactly what God did ... 

This is why I say we can experience this love 
but we cannot explain it. 

3. With an Everlasting Love 
--Jeremiah 31:3 "I have loved thee with an ever

lasting love." 
--ILLUS: Love is everlasting, even human love. 

i.e. Our love for one who died years ago ... 
If this be true of human love, how much more 

it Divine ,.t,7; ·'"'A,(# &.N • 

II. LOVE REACHES THE FAMILY OF GOD 
1. With an Initiatory Love 

--I John 4:19 "We love Him, because He first 
loved us." 

--NOTE: God's love always takes the initiative. 
He is always reaching out to man, long before 
man reaches out to Him. God never waits for 
us to take the initiative. If He did, few if 
any would ever be saved. 

i.e. The initiatory love of God led Him to 
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seek Adam and Eve ... they did not seek Him ... 
they hid. He took the initiative through 
the prophets, through sending His Son, 
through others who brought the gospel to 
us and through His Holy Spirit ... 

--ILLUS: An old woman, hearing of some 
preachers who dwelt on the doctrine of 
predestination, said: "Ah, I have long set
tled that point, for if God had not chosen 
me before I was born, I am sure He would 
have seen nothing in me to have chosen me 
afterward." 

--APPLY: Since God's love took the initia
tive with us, we must take the initiative 
in carrying the story of that love to the 
millions of lost in our nation. 

What are we doing as Southern Baptists 
in taking this initiative? 

We support 3,723 home missionaries in 
50 states, American Samoa, Puerto Rico, 
American Virgin Islands and Canada. We 
are not WAITING for them to c ome to us , 
we are going to them with the good news of 
Christ! 
With a Redemptive Love 

--Romans 5:8 "But God proved His love to us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, CHRIST 
DIED FOR US." 

wages of sin is death." Some
one must pay! The good news ("gospel") is 
that Christ has already paid for our sins. 
He died "FOR us"--in our place, as our sub
stitute ... 

--ILLUS: "Little boat, you're mine twice. 
I made you and now I bought you." 

--APPLY: This is our message to America 
through our Home Missions. "Good News 
America, God Loves You! He made you and 
now He offers to redeem you!" 

We are telling America this in 18 lan
guages over 275 radio and 30 television 
stations. 

3. With an Assuring Love 
--John 13:35 "By this shall all men know that 

ye are my disciples, if ye have love to one 
another." 
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--I John 3:14a "We know that we have passed 
from death unto life, because we love the 
brethern." 

--NOTE: That love that reaches us, in turn 
reaches out through us to our neighbors. And 
we may ask, as the lawyer asked Christ, "And 
who is my neighbor?" Jesus answered with the 
parable of the Good Samaritan ... 

Our neighbor is any person anywhere in 
need of God's love ... 

The more we love others, the more we are 
assured that we "have passed from death unto 
life!" 

--APPLY: You express your love every day of 
the year through the 1,728 chaplains spon
sored by the H.M.B. who minister to people 
in hospitals, penal institutions, industry 
and the military. 

III. LOVE REACHES THE LOST CREATION OF GOD 
--NOTE: "Our nation needs help! A nation that 

is hemorraging internally from unforgiven 
and spiritual lostness needs help. 

A nation that patiently watches one ou t 
of every two homes shatter in a divorce c ourt 
and sanctions cohabitation withou t 
marriage as the wave of the future needs 
help. 

A nation that gasps as its youth and 
teenage population is physically decimated 
by drug abuse and alcoholism but searches for 
rehabilitation in the archives of secular 
humanism needs help. 

A nation whose calloused, non-involvement 
attitude watches a 75-year-old man beaten to 
death in broad daylight needs help." 

That help is not found in humanitarian 
efforts, government programs, or new reforms. 
That help is found only in God's Love. That 
alone is adequate to reach out to every per
son and to meet every need! 
1. With a Sacrificial Love 

--I John 4:10 "Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us, and 
sent His Son to be a propitiation for 
our sins." 
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--Wm: "Sent His Son to be the atoning 
SACRIFICE for our sins." 

--NOTE: Millions of people right here in 
America, in Texas and even in San Angelo 
do not know that Christ has sacrificed 
Himself for their sins. 

To reach these people, our H.M.B. 
works with seamen from more than 80 
nations in 36 ports, with internationals 
in 406 churches, with personnel at the 
United Nations and diplomats in Washing
ton, D.C. 

--NOTE: To carry the good news to those 
who live in areas where there are few, 
if any, evangelicals, more than 50% 
of our annual Home Missions budget is 
committed to ministries in states entered 
by Southern Baptists since 1940. 
With a Saving Love 

--John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only Begotten Son, THAT whoso
ever believeth in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. " 

--ILLUS: One minister has made more than 
600 outlines of John 3:16 whose central 
truth is the immeasurable, unfathomable 
love of God for all mankind. 

"Henry Morehouse began to preach 
when he was sixteen years old. He died 
in his early manhood. Every time he 
stood to preach, he gave as his Text: 
"For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten son, that whoso
ever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life" (John 3: 16) ~ytS 

If all the Bible were destroyed 
except John 3:16, anyone anywhere could 
be saved by believing this oft--quoted and 
cherished verse! For there is enough 
gospel in this one verse to save the 
entire world! God's love reaches His 
lost Creation with a SAVING love! 

3. With an Indiscriminate Love 
--Hosea 14:4 "I will love them freely." 
--John 3:16 "For God so loved the world." 
--NOTE: This includes all people, whatever 
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--NOTE CONT: their race or language might be. 
The love of Christ constrains us to carry 
His good news to all, without discrimination. 

--ILLUS: Southern Baptists worship and study 
in more than 87 languages and dialects, mak
ing them the most integrated denomination in 
America. More than 4,600 language-culture 
congregations with nearly 250,000 members are 
affiliated with Southern Baptists. 

4. With an Abiding Love 
--NOTE: The love that reaches out to the Lost 

Creation of God is not a love that is here 
today and gone tomorrow. It is an abiding 
love. You need never fear being abandoned 
by Him. 

--I Samuel 12:22a "The Lord will not abandon 
His people." 

--Hebrews 13:5b "I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee." 

--Romans 8:38-39 "For I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things pre
sent, nor things to come," "Nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

--NOTE: There is so much insecurity today. 
Husbands and wives abandon their own families . 
Children abandon their aging parents. Scores 
of people are placed in homes for the aging 
each year and seldom if ever receive a visit, 
a card or a call from their family. 

A little child not long ago asked the 
kindergarten teacher why her mother didn't 
love her anymore, and why she was leaving 
her and her daddy to live with another man. 

The stories of people not being loved, 
of being abandoned by those whom they have 
every right to expect to remain loyal to 
them can be rnultipled by the millions. 

But God's love reaches out with an ever
lasting abiding love! 

Because our nation is hurting for the 
want of such love, Southern Baptists through 
their H.M.B. began 1,733 church-type missions 
last year. 
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C p 
CON: How Far Does Love Reach? ~ It reaches 
out to you and me--wherever we may be-
however far we may have drifted--whatever 
our needs may be and whatever we may have 
done. 

--Psalms 139:7-10 "Whither shall I go from 
thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from 
thy presence? vs. 8 "If I ascend up into 
heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed 
in hell, behold, thou art there." vs. 9 
"If I take the wings of the morning, and 
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;" 
vs. 10 "Even there shall thy hand lead 
me, and thy right hand shall hold 

You can never drift beyond the reach 
of God's love. It reaches out to you 
today. Will you respond to that love by 
coming to Him right now? 
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