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GOODNEWS FOR THE NEW YEAR 
Galatians 4:4-7 - December 1987 

PROPOSITION: THE GOSPEL IS GOOD NEWS BECAUSE IT 
ACCOMPLISHED OUR SALVATION 

INTRODUCTION 
A. The new year is a season to reflect upon the past-the future-our 

failure-our accomplishments 
B. Paul's words in Galatians 4 give us Good News with which to start a new 

year 
I. THE GOSPEL IS GOOD NEWS BECAUSE A GREAT GOD BECAME A 

MAN 
A. God thought it- "God sent His Son" 
B. Jesus brought it-"born of a woman" 

II. THE GOSPEL IS GOOD NEWS BECAUSE AFTER GOD BECAME A MAN THERE 
WAS A GOOD AND NEW POSSIBILITY-REDEMPTION 
A. The Possibility of Redemption- "to redeem those under the law" 
B. The Price of Redemption-born of a woman, born under the law 

Ill. WHEN REDEMPTION IS ACCOMPLISHED MORTAL MEN BECOME THE 
SONS OF THE GOD THAT ONCE BECAME A MAN-ADOPTION 

A. "The Spirit of His Son into our heart" -Christianity is a religion of the heart 
B. "So you are no longer a slave but a son-Adopti on means that we will 

live eternally with Him 

The new year approaches-it will bring its victories and its defeats-some 
of us will suffer illness-others enjoy good health-some of us will 
experience set backs-while others will find rewards. In the face of these 
uncertainties the Good News for the new year is that Christ is inside us and 
we are His. Praise God! 

Sotawaa, wise king from Israel's past, was writing 
he hit upon a subject that seems as relevant today as it did 

almost 3,000 years ago. In the 3rd chapter he writes, "to everything there 
is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven" (3:1). These 
words that so fitly described life in the year 1000 B.C. are accurate in 
our age, as well. This is the wonder of the scriptures-their inspiration 
makes them applicable in principle to every age. Men do not change and 
neither do God's laws. These same words-Ecclesiastes 3: 1-were used 
as the basis of a hit song in the middle 60's, almost 2,900 years later. 
Their truth then must indeed be universal. · ' its times-its 
seasons-its experiences. 

times and seasons is the coming of ew ear. While the 
first 2 da s ember are usually filled with Christmas plans and the 
excitement that goes holiday, there · shift 
Christmas and the New Year. 
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Both the look of our eyes and the af minds begin to aim 
in We k to the year that is past-we remember its 
joys and reflect upon its disappointments. Newstands are flooded with 
magazines that remind us of the key events of the year that is about to pass. 
They hope to capitalize on the thoughts that are already making their new 
way through our heads as we remember what the year meant to us. 

We look ah d. The before Years is like a new beginning-the 
new year is ahead of us-we plan-we dream-we anticipate new 
opportunties. 

we turn to scri ture the apostle Paul has some 
words that are particulary relevant to carry us into the new year. 
they as old as the New Testament itself, they are s the 
news In Galatians 4 is one of Paul 's rare acounts of an event in 
the life of the historical Jesus. They remind us that "Jesus our saviour 
was born for to die", as the folksong puts its. And yet, from these words 
we discover Good News to take us into the new year. Let us examine 

them together. - -
I. THE GOSPEL IS GOOD NEWS BECAUSE GOD BECAME A MORTAL MAN 

What is the "Good News" for the New Year? It is the Gospel - of course. 
The modern form of the Anglo Saxon world "god-spell" - meaning "good 
tidings" or Gospel then in derivation and m eaning is 
literally-"Good News". The Gospel, then is the Good News. 

And the reaso 
is the telling of the glad tidings of the ation. God became a 
man -that is the Gospel. 

of the com leteness of the Incarnation in our scripture 
Galatians 4:4· 7. During the first century theology was not nearly as 
established as it is today. There were ma e Gos el. 
They tried to suggest that the Incarnation, instead of being a reality was 
merely to be but in reality 
was not. 

emph · the enuineness-the completeness of the 
Incarnation. It was no I - it no trick. 
Paul writes" this son". The Incarnation was He thought 
it-before the foun ation of th Id-during the great rebellion in 
which Adam and Eve fou nd themselves ejected from the Garden of Eden. 
Incarnation-God becoming man- being like us was God's great idea to 

circumvent the destruction of sin. 
ou yGod,itw rou yHisSon 

Christ es rn ofa woman". into history 
is wasn't through the miracle means sna a or twitching a 
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Galatians 4:4-7 December 27, 1987 

nose. It was, · ion conformed 
in every way possible to the nature of the beings. He was Incarnated 
for- "born of a woman". Does a man or woman begin life as a baby?- so 
did Jesus. Does a man or woman start out, helpless, in the comforting 
arms of a mother?-so didJ esus. Our God sent His Son to become a man. 

In every sense lik you and me. Are so was Jesus. Does 
present w ith it presented them to Jesus. Does 

it sometimes cces ace and you are alone in 
the world?-Jesus cried, "my God, why hast thou forsaken me". e Good 
News for the new is that God a man in 
Jesus-the Incarnation was complete. 

NOTES: 

II. THE GOSPEL IS GOOD NEWS BECAUSE AFTER GOD BECAME A MAN 
THERE WAS A NEW AND GOOD POSSIBILITY- EDE PTION a.-

And why is this news Good News? 
la 

Paul declares to be its design "t r e under the law". It is 
the Incarnation that you and I are introduced to redemption. 

there is no redemption. Paul wrote to 
the Corinthians "If be not your faith is in vain" 

That is did not become man, crucified, dead , 
and rise again then there is no hope for our salvation. on 
whether God became a man. 

But God did become a man in Christ Jesus His Son. And as every 
Christian knows, God does not do great things ( the Incarnation of His 
Son) for no reason at all. The great things that He does and 

· · · n toward some rand desi n. 
And so it was of Incarnation. This was the scheme b which 
God chose to eem e-to buy us back to fellowship with Him. 

Thus it is the Incarnation that makes Redemption possible. As someone 
once said had to become like us before he could redeem us". Perhaps 
this was because no other perspective would allow Him the 
of communicating the driving motives of the Incarnation - His love and 
compassion for you and me. Perhaps this was so because no other 
perspective allowed Him to communicate His desire and design that we 
who were far off should be brought "near through the blood of Jesus" 
(Ephesians 2: 13 ). 

The Incarnation made redemption possible because the Incarnation was 
the Price that would effect a repurchase of a lost mankind. Perhaps an 
illustration would How did you do this Christmas? Did everything 
fit? Was it the right color and size? If you find yourself returning to some 
shopping mall to exchange some Christmas present, when the store gives 
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you back the purchase price or even exchanges one gift for another, the 
unsatisfactory merchandise has been "redeemed". ber ears ago 
when stores advertized the "redemption" of coupons. Jesus blood was 
the price that had to be paid to "buy us back" - "to redeem" us from our 
sins-to save us fo r fellowship w ith Him. The Gospel is good news because 
redemption became a possibili ty. 

Ill. WHEN REDEMPTION IS ACCOMPLISHED MORTAL MEN BECOME THE 
SONS OF THE GOD THAT ONCE BECAME A 

ened, -God sent his Son, born of a woman - that's the --did He do it?-"to redeem those under law"- that's 
But 10 does all this effect you and me?-we "receive the 

full rights of sons"-that's 
You and 1at became a man. 

Miraculous, -Yes! Life changing,-Certainly! Good News-Without 
question! Since you and I who were once far away have been brought 
"near by the blood of]esus" (Eph 2: 13 ). Compared to this all other news 
must take a back seat- it is the Good News- the Glad Tidings. 

Notice just how Ado tion takes s "Go it s., of His Son into our hearts" the Spirit who calls out "Abba, Father". 
Adoption is something that in is 

reli i It is the heart of men that is 
changed-filled with love-occupied with His Spirit -possessed ofa new 

_ affection - a new direction . And all because of what God has done. 
Remember Paul 's words are "God sent". sent Chr' be 

7 
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Incarnated · · into our hearts. is 
always-first and last-God's love reaching down to you 
andme. 

of this is not o be News, 
continues-"So you oa but a so · -

God has made you also an wonder Paul could write, "to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain". Since we are heirs of God, joint heirs 
with Christ Jesus, we have His Sp irit in o ur hearts in this life and an 
inheritance that is incorruptible. 

CONCLUSION 
- will bring its vie d ts 

some of us will suffer illness while others will enjoy good l ·al th -some of 
will experience setbacks while o thers will receive rewards. In the face 

of these uncertainti.!:'.s thc_Good News for the new ear is that Christ is 
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