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BONDAGE OR FREEDOM? 

SCRIPTURE: Galatians 4:21-31 

INTRO: YOU BOIL IT DOWN O THE BASICS , THERE 
ARE ONLY TWO KINDS OF RELIGION IN THE WORLD.j THINK 
ABOUT THAT FOR A MOMENT. 

THERE IS THE RELIGION OF HUMAN ACHIEVEMENT 
THIS KIND OF RELIGION, NO MATTER WHAT TYPE OF GARB 
IT MAY WEAR, SAYS, "THROUGH SOMETHING I DO, I WILL 
GAIN FAVOR WITH GOD." THE RELIGION OF HUMAN ACHIEVE
MENT EMPHASIZES WHAT I DO--MY EARNING MY OWN WAY INTO 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 

THERE IS THE RELIGION OF DIVINE PROVISION 
IT IS BASED ON GRACE AND NOT WORKS. IT 
NOT WHAT I HAVE DONE, BUT WHAT GOD HAS DONE THROUGH 
CHRIST FOR ME. 

THE FIRST KIND OF RELIGION BUILDS ON WHAT MAN HAS 
DONE. THE SECOND ON WHAT GOD HAS YOU BE THE 
JUDGE. WHICH OF THESE DO YOU WANT TO ENTRUST WITH 
YOUR ETERNAL SOUL--MAN OR GOD? SELF OR CHRIST? 

PAUL CONTENDS THAT THE RELIGION OF HUMAN ACHIEVE
MENT LEADS TO BONDAGE, WHEREAS THE RELIGION OF DIVINE 
PROVISION LEADS TO FREEDOM. . . 

ONE HE LIKENS TO BEING BORN OF A "BONDWOMAN," THE 
OTHER HE LIKENS TO BEING BORN OF A "FREE WOMAN." IN 
THIS PASSAGE THERE IS (1) A (2) AN ILLUS
TRATION; AND ( 3) AN APPLICATION. 24 8 1-;,J. 

, I 
I. A SUMMARIZATION 
-Gal. 4: 21-23 

--NOTE: In 3 brief verses Paul summarizes what re-
quired 6 chapters in the book of Genesis. He begins 
by asking (vs. 21) "Tell me ... " 

-- "You who WANT to be under the law" 
Tha t is why you go back under the law. 
This is one of the best answers for why 

21a 
You want 
we sin. No-

body sins because he has to. We have a quiet, secret 
love for sin. And when we exercise it, we do it be
cause we want to. 

-- ... do you not listen to the law?" (vs .. 
21)--Paul says "You who want to be under the law 
ought to listen to what the law say s. Then in verses 
22 a nd 23 he summarizes Chapters 16 and 21 of Gene-
sis. 



--Vss. 22 and 23 
1. The Son, Ishmael, Born to the 
--Genesis 15:2, 5-6 and 16:1-16 

"bondwoman," 

(1) Genesis 15:2, 5-6 (Recap and apply) 
(2) Genesis 16:1-16 (Recap and apply) 

A. Vss. 1-2 - (2c) "And Abram listened ... " 
--We must always listen to the voice 
In spite of their love for us, their desire 
to help us, others will often give us bad ad
vice. It is always wrong advice if it differ: 
from what God has already said. 
B. Vs. 2a & b 
--Note: Sarah felt that perhaps God needed 
her to devise a plan whereby He could keep 
promise. Like Sarah, we often reason: 
"Sure, God has a WILL, but He hasn't quite 
figured out a And that's what I am 
do. 
"He has a DESIRE, but not a ... " 
"I don't doubt God's He just doesn't 
have a PLAN ••• " 

--APPLY: God Has A Plan: 
(1) Of Salvation--This is what Paul is stressing . . 
(2) Missions/Evangelism--If you want your 

class, dept. to grow, follow His Plan ... 
--"Go ye therefore unto all the world and 

preach the to every creature." 
(Mk. 16: 15) 

--"Go into the highways and hedges." 
--"Ye shall be witnesses unto me." 

(3) For Church Finance 
--Mal. 2:10 "Bring ye all the tithe into the 
storehouse ... " 

( 4 ) 
--ILLUS: E. B. C. , S . A. & $ 
For The Family 
--Husbands--spiritual head (Eph. 5:23) 
--Wives--supportive (Eph. 5:22) 
--Children--Honor and obey parents (Eph.6:1-2 ] 
--ILLUS: Youth Letter - Dec., 1984, pp. 

(5) For An "Abundant Life" 
--"I have come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly." 
(John 10:10) 
--His Plan (1) Begins with the 10 Commandmenti 
(2) Continues with Salvation through Christ. 
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--NOTE: Like Sarah and Abram, we always create prob
lems for ourselves and others when we substitute our 
plans for God's plans ... 

Isaac, Born to the "free woman," Sarah A 
(Recap) 

2. The Son, 
--Genesis 2 ( 

--NOTE: Paul 
(Read) . 

contrasts these two experiences in verse 

"was born according to the FLESH," 
who seek to assist God with their 

Isaac was born "through the PROMISE," symbolizing 
those who trust completely in the promise of God's 
grace J 

AN ILLUSTRATION (4:24-30) 
4: 24-28 

--NOTE: Paul by no means questions the histori -
city of this Old Testament story; nor does he mean t o 
say allegory was designed by the narrative. 
But of the Spirit he u nearths a 

lesson -enshrined in the simple narra
tive. 

Among the Jews the o er d 
that of her agar are enti

fied with the two covenants, the Sinaitic and the 
Christian. The characteristic features of the two 

slavery and freedom. ) The children of the old 
covenant are, like Ishmael, in bondage--to the Mos
aic law; the children of the new covenant are, like 
Isaac, free--freed in Christ from the dominion and 
penalty of the law 

Christians, bot Jew and Gentile, are children of 
the promise, as Isaac was. 

4: 29 
allegory is developed still further. 

The analogy appears not only in the way in which the 
two kinds of seed are but also in the way the 
one kind treats the In the days of Abraham, 
too, the fleshly seed persecuted the spiritual. The 
reference is to the enmity between Ishmael and 
Isaac 21:9). He did not leave Isaac in peace, 
grudged him his priorities, his privileges. And it 
is just this that the apostle finds in the action of 
the Judaizers a ga i nst the believers. 
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--NOTE: Even as Ishmael is reputed in Jewish tradi
tion to have shot arrows at Isaac, so, the apostle 
implies, the Jews in bondage to the law are persecu
ting the true children of Abraham who have found 
freedom from such bondage through acceptance of 
s alvation through Jesus Christ. 

The truth of which Paul is reminding us is 
that we expect persecution from our "half
brothers t miss that. 

You and I will find as much persecution, and per
haps more, from people who are legalists--people who 
wish to get their camp--than we will from 
the non-Christian. 

Charles Swindoll: 
c hurch is not always 
Brothers," religious 
has always been so. 

'The persecution of the true 
by the world--but by our "half
people, nominal Christians. It 

The Lord Jesus was bitterly opposed, rejected, 
mocked and condemned by His own nation--not by the 
Gentiles. 1 

The fiercest opponents of the Apostle Paul, 
dogged his footsteps and stirred up strife 
him , were members of the dominant r e ligion. // 

Our own ancestors were hunted down 
where they had fled to the caves in northern Italy <l 
and were either burned or smoked to death--not by 
the avid unbelievers of that day, but by those 
claimed to be the only true representatives of 
Christ on ·earth. 

The persecution which 
missionaries face today is the 
atheists, but at the hands of other religious bodies 

"Isaac" is always mocked and persecuted by 
"Ishmael." If you have been persecuted lately by 
the "Ishmaels" around you, you understand right away 
what I am talking about. If you have not been ex
periencing such persecution, che er in 
time--especially if you are unashamedly J Christian. 
It happened to the Galatians and it happens today. 

What did our Lord say about this? (Luke 6:26) 
"Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well 
For so did their fathers to the false 

4 • 30 
... • 

--NOTE: But mock and persecute a s they ma y, the 
Ishmaels of our day "shall not be an heir with the 
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Son of the free woman." With all their piety on par
ade, they are still not considered fit subjects for 
the Kingdom of God. 

APPLICATION 
. 4: 31 

Being born of " t he free woman" means that we 
are children God, saved, forgiven, not of 

because of 

That sounds so simple, so easy to grasp, so readi
ly accessible that you would think anyone who hears 
th i s would accept it--wrong! 

We have so embraced the "There ain't no free 
lunch" philosophy--the concept that "I get what I 
work for"--that when someone offers us an out and out 
gift we view it with jaundiced eye. 

e.g., Newspaper interview during our first large 
group's visit to Brazil. .... 

And so when we are offered salvation by God's 
grace received through our faith, we think, "Wait, 
wait a minute, there's bound to be something more 
than just believing on Christ. There just has to be 
some hidden strings in here that are going to be 
pulled on me when I commit myself to Christ." 

No there isn't. When we are born into the family 
of God, it is because of grace of and no 

. A'> 
of anything we have aone. us as isaac was 

born of Sarah because God's grace and not becaus 
of anything he had don or e was not yet born!). 

And so Paul applies this entire lesson by saying, 
"We are not children of a bondwoman--born under 
bondage of and servitude to the law. But rather we 
are children of the free woman--free to serve and 
obey Christ not because we must but because now it is 
our nature to want to." 

CON: In light of this total passage on s iritual 
bondage and freedom, there are two lessons that plant 
thems elves in our mind: 

When It Comes to Law and Grace, Ever one Has 
To Get Off the Fence 

--NOTE: You cannot ride the fence and claim both. 
You either come to God by His way of grace or you do 
not come to God at all. In the words of verse 23, 
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you must claim the way of "the flesh" or the way of 
"the promise." You cannot come by the way of 
and Isaac. You must come by the way of Isaac or not 
at all! 

Not Until You Get Off The Fence Realize 
How Incom atible The Two Reall 

It is then and only then, in the wor s of Christ, 
"You shall know the truth and the truth shall set 
you free!"--No longer Bondage but Freedom! 

SOURCES: Bartlett, C. Norman, Galatians, Freedom 
For Modern Man, Moody Press, Chicago, 1948. 

Ridderbos, Herman N., The Epistle of Paul to the 
Churches of Galatia, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1953. 
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A Study of Galatians 
Bondage or Freedom? 

Galatians 4:21-31 

There are only two kinds of religions in the world: 
First, there is the religion of human achievement. 
Second, there is the rel igion of divine provision. 
The first kind of religion builds on what man has done. 
The second on what God has done. 

I. A Summarization--Gal. 4:21-23 
In three brief verses Paul summarizes what required six 
chapters in the book of Genesis. He begins by asking (vs. 21) 
"Tell me ... ?" 

"You who WANT to be under the law" 

"Tell me .. . do you not listen to the law?" 

1. Ishmael, Born to the "bondwoman," Hagar 
Like Sarah, we often reason : "Sure, God has a WILL, but 
He hasn 't quite figured out a WAY. 

God Has A Plan: 

(1 ) Of Salvation 

(2) For Missions/Evangelism--Mk. 16: 15 

(3) For Church Finance--Mal. 2:16 

(4) For The Family--Eph. 5-6 



(5) For An "Abundant Life" John 10: 10 

Ishmael "was born according to the FLESH," symbolizing those 
who seek to assist God with their works. 

Isaac was born "through the PROMISE," symbolizing those who 
trust completely in the promise of God's grace. 

II. An Illustration 
Gal. 4:24-28 
The children of the old covenant are, like Ishmael, in 
bondage to the Mosaic Law; the children of the new covenant are 
freed in Christ from the dominion and penalty of the law. 

Gal. 4:29 
The allegory is developed still further. The analogy appears not only 
in the way in which the two kinds of seed are born, but also in the 
way the one kind treats the other. 

APPLY: The truth of which Paul is reminding us is that we 
may expect persecution from our half-brothers. 

Luke 6:26 "Woe unto you , when all men shall speak well of 
you. For so did their fathers to the false prophets." 

Ill. An Application--Gal. 4:31 
Being born of "the free woman" means that we are children of 
God, saved, forgiven, not because of human achievement but 
because of Divine Promise. 

Isaac was born of Sarah because of God's grace and not because 
of anything he had done. So we are born into God's family . 
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Two Lessons: 

1. When It Comes To Law and Grace, Everyone Has To Get 
Off The Fence 

2. Not Until You Get Off The Fence Will You Realize How 
Incompatible the Two Really Are. 
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