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CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS EVERY DAY 

SCRIPTURE: Galatians 

INTRO: ONE SIX-YEAR-OLD WAS OVERHEARD SAYING TO 
ANOTHER SIX-YEAR-OLD, "THE ONLY BAD THING ABOUT 
CHRISTMAS IS THAT IT COMES ONLY ONE DAY OF THE YEAR!" 

WOULDN'T IT BE GREAT IF WE, AS ADULTS OR AS CHIL
DREN, COULD "CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS EVERY DAY"? 

THE APOSTLE PAUL ONLY EIGHT VERSES EARLIER JOY
OUSLY RECALLS THE FIRST CHRISTMAS, "WHEN THE FULLNESS 
OF TIME CAME, GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON, BORN OF A WO 
MAN. II 

NOW IN VERSES 12-20 HE TELLS US HOW TO CELEBRATE 
CHRISTMAS EVERY DAY--HOW CHRISTMAS CAN REALIZE ITS 
PURPOSE IN AND THROUGH US EVERY DAY OF THE 

THE APOSTLE GIVES US SIX STEPS TO CELEBRATING 
CHRISTMAS EVERY DAY. 

I. FOLLOW A WORTHY CHRISTIAN 
--vs. 12 "Become as I am" 

Paul was a leader. Anyone who accepts a 
place of leadership must so conduct himself as to be 
able to say this. Being an example and being a 

/ leader go hand in hand. Setting an example is part 
of the turf of leadership. 

PLY: We as a church recognize Requirements 
for S.S. leaders. Requirements for deaconship--(Acts 

(1) Honest report (good example); (2) Full of Holy 
S and Wisdom; (I Tim. 3) (3) Not greedy (stingy) 
( Let these men also first be proved. 

F.B.C., S.A.: (1) Doctrinally sound; (2) Tithers; 
) "Faithful to the church in every way, by precept 
d actively engaged in the program of the 
ur h;" (4) "They shall encourage, support and up
ld he pastor in his ministry;" (5) "They shall 

'nister to the church membership, promoting a spirit 
and peace within the church." 

apostle is saying that we are one and at 
the same time to a worthy Christ ian example 

a worthy Christian example. 



,,i_ .'Az.. 
have done me no wrong": As I look back on my 

ministry with you I have good memories." 
--Bridge: 

AtO . 
II. ACCEPT OTHERS AS THEY ARE 

--vss 13-14 Evidently the apostle had been over
taken by 

was probably the thorn in the flesh alluded to in 
II Corinthians 12:7. Speculations without end have 
been offered covering this thorn in the flesh. 

What was this thorn? The most likely guesses are 
that (1) it was a peculiarly aggravated form of eye 
disease caused by Paul's temporary blindness follow
ing the appearance of Christ to him on the road to 
Damascus (Acts 9:8); or (2)that this thorn in the 
flesh was in the form of recurrent attacks of 

an ailment very p revalent in the region of 
where the a p ostle was born and brought up. 

--NOTE: Whatever Paul's physical problem was, it must 
have expressed itself in an u zw leasant manner. In-
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deed, in a manner which others could observe and 
which, according to his words, was most unattractive . 

the Galatians accepted him for the person he was . 
They accepted him &&.&'.!as an angel of God--as Jesus 
Christ Himself!" .,.:..,.... 

They looked beyond his problem and saw him as he 
really was. 

--APPLY: How often we spoil the spirit of Christmas 
in our hearts by refusing to accept people as they 
are. They have a mannerism, a handicap, a physical 
or emotional flaw, an apparent weakness, and we re
fuse to accept them as they are. 

Playing God, we seek to make them over into our 
own image. We expect more of thers than we do of 
ours e 1 ve s . 

--ILLUS: The Shepherds and Wise men accepted the 
Christ Child as he was--a baby in a manger. The new
born child of an humble peasant couple. No royalty, 
no fanfare, no dignitaries present. Not even a 
"halo" around his head, for that was later by 
medieval artists. But in accepting Christ as He was 
they accepted the Son of God, the King of Kings, the 
Lord of Lords! 

In accepting rs as they are, we may, in the 
words of ews "Entertain angels unaware." 

--Bridge: ow can we better celebrate ever 
day than, as the and wise men did, accept 

as they 7 Then if there are any changes 
to be made we can trust the Christ of Christmas to 
make those changes. 

III. MAINTAIN A SPIRIT OF GENEROSITY 
--vs. 
--Phillips Trans.: ;to that fine 
•spirit of I guarantee that in those days you 
would, if you could, lucked out_your and 
given them to me . " 

"Generosity" an synonymous. 
The very idea of Christmas was conceived by the 
generosity of God, who "so loved the world that He 
G VE His onl ... " 



NOTE: We can lose the spirit of Generosity. Appar
ntly this had happened to the Galatians for Paul 

asks ,li 11 What has happened to that fine spirit of 
yours?" There was a time when they would have 
"plucked out their eyes and to But 
not any more. 

What had happened? What happens today--to us, 
that makes us ungrateful, unloving and unkind to one 
another? 

You can lose this spirit by: 
JO( l) Denying the message of Christmas, that is 

more to give than to receive" ... my way ... me; 
Ignoring God's word that says, "Be kindly affec

/ tioned one to another with brotherly love, in 
PREFERRING ANOTHER" (Rom. 12: 10); 

3) prayer and the Word of God ... (verses) 
4 ) Adopting the ways of world. 

20:25-28: "But Jesus called them unto him, 
said, Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles 

exercise dominion over them, and they that are great 
exercise authority upon them. But it shall not be sc 
among you: r will be great among you, l et 
him be n will be chief . . 
among you, let be yours rv.an . Even as the Son 
of man came not to be ministered but to minis
ter, and to give his life a ransom for many." 

--Bridge: Maintain that Spirit. Carry the Spirit of 
Generosity throughout the year and you will carry 
Spirit of Christmas throughout the year! 

IV. REMAIN OPEN TO THE TRUTH 
16 

The greatest truth ever revealed to man came 
on that first Christmas. 

--Luke 2:10-11. (K.J.V.) "And the angel said unto them, 
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior 
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which is Christ the Lord." 
--Luke 2:15 (K.J.V.) "And it came to pass, as the 
angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, us go even 
to Bethlehem, and see this thing which '1,si come to 
pass, which the Lord hath made known unto 

un-

fay -e.r-e-

they believed and acted on their belief, for 
they were open to the 

We must remain open to the truth if we would cele
brate Christmas every day. 

--APPLY: therefore become your enemy. because 
tell you the truth?" 

' 

. s enemy because 
y ou told them 

Truth is quite 
But our Lord said, 'T 

truth set you free." We must remain open to 
the truth if we would celebrate Christmas every day 

V. AVOID THE TRAP OF DIVISIVENESS 
--vss. 17 

--EXEGESIS: Paul writes, · 
b y ulterior are seeking, not your 

good, but their own gain. They are unscrupulous ex
ploiters. They do not have your best interest at 
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heart. Therefore steer clear of them. Beware of 
their wiles. JJ/ 

Would that men and women who today are being 
hard pressed by false teachers would take the time 
and trouble to examine the of their spir i 
seducers! major factor in the 
majority of false is significant that 
go , not after outsiders, but after church members. 
They do not pray for Church; they prey on the 

They thrive on sheep-stealing. 

. -
Trans. "Oh, I know how keen these men are 

to win you over, but can't you see that it is for 
their own ends? They would like to see you and me 

and have you all to thems elves. 
on't think I'm jealous--it is a grand thing that 

men keen to win you, whether I'm there or 
it is for the truth." 

Numbered among the things "the Lord 
Hates' in Prov. 6:1 is "He (or she) soweth 

among the brethren " 
We cannot celebrate the birth of the 

"Prince of Peace" if we are "adv oca t e s of war" withir 
the church. 

We must avoid the trap of divisiveness if we 
celebrate Christmas every day. 

ALLOW CHRIST TO BE "FORMED IN YOU" 
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--NOTE: Vs. 'Christ15formed in you." Not that 
Christ may dwell in you--and there is a difference. 

Every Christian has Christ dwelling in him. But 
you are not growing in Christ, He is not being 

"formed in iou." The reason so many Christians 
celebrate Christmas only one day out of the year is 
not that Christ does not dwell in them, but that He 
is not being formed in them. 

They will not allow him to be formed in them. 
They have declared vast areas of their lives off 

to Crist. 
Romans 8:29 states that God's purpose for us is 

that we might be "conformed to the image of His 
Son." That's the purpose of 
only a we _ shall ever celebrate Christmas every day! 

--APPLY: BUT HOW? 
Recognize your inability 

--Rom. 7:19a "For the good that I would I do not . . . " 
2) Die to self 

--Gal. 2:20 "I am crucified with Christ 
Allow the Holy Spirit to fill and control you 

-- Eph. 5:18 "Be filled with the Spirit" 

You can celebrate Christmas every day when you 
Follow a Worthy Christian Example 
Accept Others as They Are. 
Maintain a Spirit of Generosity 

Remain Open to the Truth 
"'1 . Avoid the Trap of Divisiveness 

1:Allow Christ to be Formed in You 

Christ is born within our hearts 
are born again 

we've done is laid aside 
our sin. 

We know brings 
And peace 

We celebrate the 
And Christmas every 

12-1.L-
(Sources: Barclay, Bartlett) 
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A Study of Galatians 
Celebrating Christmas Every Day 

Galatians 4: 12-19 

I. Follow A Worthy Christian Example 
--Gal. 4: 12 "Become as I am" 

Handout #9 

The apostle is saying that we are one and at the same time to 
follow a worthy Christian example and to be a worthy Christian 
example. 

II. Accept Others As They Are 
--Gal. 4:13-14 

Galatians accepted Paul fo the person he was. They looked 
beyond his problem and saw him as he really was . 

In accepting others as they are, we may, in the words of 
Hebrews 13:2, "Entertain angels unaware." Then if there 
are any changes to be made we can trust the Christ of 
Christmas to make those changes. 



Ill. Maintain a Spirit of Generosity 
--Gal. 4:15 

"Generosity" and Christmas are synonymous. The very idea of 
Christmas was conceived by the generosity of God. We can 
loose the spirit of Generosity. Apparently this had happened to 
the Galatians. 

You can lose this spirit by: 

1. Denying the message of Christmas. 

2. Ignoring God's word that says, "Be kindly affectioned one 
to another ... " 

3. Neglecting prayer and the Word of God. 

4. Adopting the ways of the world. 

IV. Remain Open to the Truth 
--Gal. 4:16 

The greatest truth ever revealed to man came on that first 
Christmas--Luke 2:10-11 (K.J.V.). 

2 



Truth is quite often painful. It is always more painful than a lie. 
But our Lord said, "The truth shall set you free." We must 
remain open to the truth if we would celebrate Christmas every 
day. 

V. Avoid the Trap of Divisiveness 
--Gal. 4:17 

Notice Paul states in verse 17b that one sign of a divisive 
person or a false teacher is a desire for you to seek (follow) 
them-not Christ. 

We cannot celebrate the birth of the "Prince of Peace" if we are 
"advocates of war'' within the church. 

VI. Allow Christ to be in You" 
--Gal. 4:19 

.,_. Every Christian has Christ dwelling in him. But if you are not 
growing in Christ, He is not being "formed in you." 

.,_. Romans 8:29 states that God's purpose for us is that we might 
be "conformed to the image of His Son." That's the purpose of 
Christmas! 
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But How? 

1. Recognize your inability--Romans 7:19a 

2. Die to self--Galatians 2:20 

3. Allow the Holy Spirit to fill and control you 

--Ephesians 5:18 "Be filled with the Spirit" 

You can celebrate Christmas every day when you: 

Follow a Worthy Christian Example 

Accept Others as They Are. 

Maintain a Spirit of Generosity 

Remain Open to the Truth 

Avoid the Trap of Divisiveness 

Allow Christ to be Formed in You 
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