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FROM CUSTODY TO CHRIST 

SCRIPTURE: Galatians 3:23-29 (New Am. Std. Bible) 

INTRO: MILLIONS OF AMERICANS SAT SPELLBOUND THIS 
PAST MONDAY EVENING AS THEY. WATCHED ON NATIONAL TEL
EVISION THE STORY OF A YOUNG ACCUSED OF 
MURDERING HIS WIFE AND TWO YOUNG DAUGHTERS IN NORTH 
CAROLINA. 

"FATAL VISION" DRAMATICALLY PORTRAYED A REAL-LIFE 
TRAGEDY. ONE SCENE IN PARTICULAR LEFT AN INDELIBLE 
IMPRESSION ON ME. NINE YEARS AFTER THE ALLEGED 
CRIME THE PHYSICIAN, PRACTICING MEDICINE IN CALIFOR
NIA, WAS SITTING BY THE OCEAN ABOUT TO HAVE DINNER 
WITH TWO OF HIS FRIENDS. 

THE QUIET EVENING WAS ABRUPTLY INTERRUPTED BY THE 
APPEARANCE OF THREE F.B.I. AGENTS WHO ARRESTED HIM 
AND TOOK HIM INTO CUSTODY. ONE MOMENT HE WAS FREE; 
THE IN CUSTODY--A CUSTODY THAT IN TIME 
LED TO AND IMPRISONMENT 
WHERE HE IS NOW SERVING THREE CONSECUTIVE LIFE SEN
TENCES. HE WILL REMAIN IN CUSTODY UNTIL HE IS CON
SIDERED FIT TO RETURN TO SOCIETY. 

PAUL STATES THE FACT IN VERSE 23 THAT "WE ALL 
WERE KEPT IN CUSTODY UNDER THE LAW." UNLIKE THE 

CONVICTED LARGELY ON CIRCUMSTAN
WERE CONVICTED ON THE HARD EVI

DENCE OF OUR OWN · · 
AND WE ARE "KEPT IN CUSTODY UNDER THE LAW" UNTIL 

BY GOD'S GRACE WE ARE DECLARED FIT FOR HIS KINGDOM 
ON THE GROUNDS OF OUR FAITH IN HIS SON, JESUS CHRIST. 

WE EXPERIENCE NO GREATER FREEDOM THAN THE FREEDOM 
THAT IS OURS WHEN WE MOVE FROM CUSTODY TO CHRIST! 

TO CLARIFY THIS FREEDOM PAUL DRAMATIZES OUR BEING 
HELD IN CUSTODY ON ONE HAND AND OUR BEING FREED IN 
CHRIST ON THE OTHER. 

I. BEING HELD IN CUSTODY 
--Gal. 3:23-24 23 N.A.S.B.) 

In the apostles' day 60 million people were 
held in custody by others. They were Three 
out of every five people you would meet on the 
street were held in custody! 

--"Being Shut The clanging of the prison bars 
as the doors slammed shut, sealing our imprisonment--



a hopeless feeling 
is our plight, and 

1 . When Are We 
--Gal. 3:23a 

of despair sweeps over us. 
scripture so states it. 

Held In Custody? 

This 
But: 

--NOTE: When does this happen? We refer to some 
things happenin g B.C. or A.D., but this custody 
occurs "B.F . "--Before Faith Came 

--NOTE: Paul refers not to faith on the part of 
the individual believer as a subjective experience, 
but rather to the coming and spread . of the os 
Prior to the adven , of the e Jews in 

icturesque and more accurate rend ring of the 
Ameri Standard Ve ion, "kept in under 
the " and "shut u unto the faith should 

s be revea ed" 
Theil ustration is that of prisoners guarded by a 

jailer until the time comes for handing them over to 
a higher authority. The law was standing guard over 
its subjects, preventing sinners from escaping into 

kind of illusive freedom which in the nature of 
the case could be nothing more than a mirage. It 
brought condemnation for sin, but was powerless to 
effect deliverance from sin. 

In this situation "before faith" the law continued 
to sound like the judge's gavel! It continued to 
say, "You are found guilty! You are a sinner, you 
are condemned!" It continued to remind us that we 
live behind bars. 

2. Who Are Held In Custody? 
--Gal. "We (all) are kept in custody ... " 
--Rom. 3:23 "For ALL have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God." 

--NOTE: We are all there. We are all behind bars as 
guilty sinne r s. It is a lo"Aely and depressing feelin 
to be held i n cu s tody in jail. 

- -ILLUS: Charles Swindol: "My son was going to go on 
an overnight campout, and we have all the supplies 
ready for it except we didn't have a little canteen 
that was a part of the overnight plan. So I raced 
down to a local discount house and was quickly look
ing through the shelves to find a canteen. I found 
one . There was only one left, and it was in a bin 
all by itself. There was no other canteen but that 
one. The problem with it--it had no price tag. I 
looked all around, and right in the bin was a price 
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tag, separate from the canteen. So I picked up the 
price tag and put it on the canteen. Without know
ing it I was being photographed by a up in 
the corner. I went to the checkout stand gave 
them the canteen. They checked it out; nobody said 
anything. Just as I got out the door, two enormous 
gorillas walked up and said, "Just a minute." And I 
knew right away I should not have picked up that 
price tag and put it on the canteen, because that 
was the wrong price tag. I was ushered upstairs and 
put in jail. I was kept in 
cious wife bailed me out." tt:; 

3. We Held In Custody. 
--Gal. 3: 24 
--EXEGESIS: The word "schoolmaster" is translated 
"tutor" in the American Standard Version. But 
neither word brings out the underlying illustration 
in the original. The "pedagogos" was a slave, 
usually of very superior caliber, who had charge of 
a boy in a wealthy home from the age of six up to 
about sixteen. He was charged with the responsibi
lity of supervising the boy continually in all mat
ters pertaining to his physical and moral well
being. 

One of his most important duties was to take the 
child to and from school. His task was not to 
teach, but to take the child to the one who would 
teach. The teacher did not escort, and the escort 
did not teach. Each had his distinct duty. 

This figure of the pedagogue, then, represents 
the childish and undeveloped state of those living 
under the dispensation of the law as compared with 
those who were to become sons of God through faith 
after the ushering in of the age of grace. The law 
gave concerning Christ, showed the 
of Christ, operated.until Christ came; but it could 
not justify. 

II. BEING FREED IN CHRIST 
--Gal. 3:25-29 
--NOTE,: Verses 23 and 24 talk about the days before 
Christ. Verses 25-29 talk about the days in Christ. 
The text follows a logical progression. 

1. fillgn Are We In Christ? 
--NOTE: -VS-:- 25 now tha t was when we 
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were being Freed In Christ. 
25 

- -APPLY: Remember this verse if you have a friend who 
wants to get you under the law. Show your friend 
this v erse. 

We are freed in Christ when the age of faith 
(grace) has come. 

2. 1IQli Are We Freed In Christ? 
--vs. 
--NOTE,: Vs. 25 tells us when we are freed, and verse 

26 tells us how we are freed--"through faith 
Christ 

When Hudson Taylor, the famous 
went to China, it was in a sailing vessel. Very 

close to the shore of cannibal islands the ship was 
becalmed, and it was slowly drifting shoreward unable 
to go about and the savages were eagerly anticipating 
a feast. 

The captain came to Mr. Taylor and besought him 
to pray for the help of God. "I will," said Taylor, 
"pro v ided you set your sails to catch the breeze." 
The captain declined make himself a laughing stock 
b y unfurling in a dead calm. Taylor said, "I will no 
undertake to pray for the vessel unless you will pre
pare the sails." And it was done. 

While engaged in prayer, there was a knock at the 
d oor of his stateroom. "Who is there?" The captain' 
voice responded, "Are you still praying for wind?" 
"Yes." "Well," said the captain, "you'd better stop 
praying, for we have more wind than we can manage." 

And sure enough, when but a hundred yards away 
the cannibals were cheated out of their human prey . 

Faith is unfurling 
campleteJy infi l ling of Jesus Christ , 

3. Does This Freedom Do? 
& 27-29 

It Places Us in The Family of God 
--vs. 26a 
--NOTE: Adoption is an action whereby a man takes a 
person into his family, in order to make him part of 
it, acknowledges him for his son, and receives him 
i nto the number, and gives him a right to the privi
l e ges of his children. 
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POEM: 
"You will notice we say 'brother' and sister' 

'round here 
It's because we're a family and these folks are 

so near; 
When one has a heartache we all share the tears, 
And rejoice in each victory in this family so 

dear. 

I'm so glad I'm a part of the family of God 
I've been washed in the fountain, cleansed 

by His blood! 
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod, 
For I'm part of the family, the family of God." 

(2) It Clothes Us In the Righteousness of Christ 
--vs. 27 

--EXEGESIS: "Baptized into (with reference to) 
Christ ... " 

--NOTE: Vs. 26 states that we are "all sons of God" 
but the only way we become His sons and thus members 
of the family of God is "through faith in Christ 
Jesus" that the 
Christ. 

So God sees me, doe1 not see in 
all my spiritual nakedness. But now he sees me 
clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

(3) It Unites Us As Equals f-e--rrlj 
--vs. 28 

--NOTE: In Christ, Paul says, all distinctions of 
race state and sex are abolished. That is to 
say, while such differences do obtain on the surface, 
they are lost in that deeper and eternal unity where
by all who believe in Jesus are one in Him. None of 
them is or can be a barrier to salvation or a pre
ventive to growth in grace. In no other way than 
through Christ can men thus be brought together. 
This unity in Christ we cannot produce--it is God 
alone who has made it a reality; but we should do 
everything within our power to give concrete expres
sion to it before the eyes of the world. That one
ness in the Savior which it cost God so much to 
accomplish is certainly worth every sacrifice on our 
part to keep in good repair. Lamentable beyond 
words are those sinful divisions, jealousies and 
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enmities that rend the garment of the unity of the 
Church. 

There is a difference between each of these 
groups. Paul is not denying this obvious fact. We 

still have Greeks and we still have Jews--and they 
are different. There are slaves and there are free 
men, and if you doubt there is a difference, ask 
either of them. 

Despite unisex clothing, liberation movements, and 
women in national politics, there is a real differ
ence between men and women. And I'm glad there is. 
Life is a lot more enjoyable that way! 

Paul is not denying what is so obviously unden
iable facts. The point he is making is that in the 
family of God there is no difference or distinction 
in fellowship. 

- -NOTE: An old Jewish morning prayer said, "I thank 
you that thou hast not made me a Gentile, a slave or 
a woman!" Paul draws a line through all three of 
these distinctions. Being freed in Christ unites us 
as equals. 

(4) It Entitles Us To The Riches God's Grace 
- - vs. 29 

--NOTE: Through faith in Christ we become spiritual 
of Abraham and heirs of promise. Why is 

it that men will resort to the most desperate means 
to break a will for the sake of obtaining a temporal 
legacy, and at the same time turn a deaf ear to en
treaties to yield their wills to Christ and thereby 
gain "an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven" for 
them if they will but accept Jesus as their one and 
only Savior for time and eternity? (I Peter 1:4) 

CON: 

should 
should 

1. 

2 . 

In light of these verses 
there are three things for which we 

give thanks. It may sound strange, but we 
give God thanks for: 
The Prison--Where we are kept in custody under 
the law and shut up. Why? Because it closed 
o ff all the escape routes. This forced us to 
see the truth concerning ourselves--our sin, 
our need, our helplessness. 

Law kept re
minding need. It would not let us 
dodge issue. 
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3. The Savior--Because He sought us and loved u s , 
and forgave us and accepted us and clothed 
us in His own righteousness. And now we are 
acceptable to God! 

WE HAVE MOVED FROM CUSTODY TO CHRIST! 
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